
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA1

Community Profile2

 
PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Regional orientation 

Virginia Beach, Virginia (36.85°N, 75.97°W) is located in the southeast part of the state 
on the Atlantic coastline.  The city is independent and is not part of any county. The city of 
Virginia Beach is nestled between North Carolina to the south, the Atlantic Ocean to its east, the 
Chesapeake Bay on the north, and in the southeastern region of Hampton Roads (USGS 2008). 

 

 
Map 1.  Location of Virginia Beach, VA (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
Historical/Background 
 The rich history of Virginia Beach dates back nearly 400 years, when English Colonists 
landed in Chesapeake Bay in Virginia on April 26, 1607.  The colonists spent three days at the 
site of their first landing, erecting a cross and naming the spot Cape Henry.  From Cape Henry 
they sailed across the bay and up the river, ultimately settling the colony of Jamestown.  Later 
colonists settled around Cape Henry and the lands beyond.  Princess Anne County was formed 
from the eastern section of Lower Norfolk County in 1691 and was named in honor of the 
youngest daughter of King James (City of Virginia Beach n.d.). 

                                                 
1 These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements 
(EISs) for fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for 
Social Impact Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for 
National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information 
on minorities and low income populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice. 
2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the 
auspices of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information 
contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.” 

mailto:Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov


Commerce grew as an industry in the 1700s.  A resolution was passed to build a 
permanent lighthouse at Cape Henry to guide merchant ships safely to Virginia Beach shores.  
The Cape Henry Lighthouse was the first lighthouse to be authorized, completed and lighted by 
the Federal Government and now stands as a Historic Landmark (National Park Service 2001).  

  
Demographics3

According to Census 2000 data, Virginia Beach had a total population of 425,257 up 
from the reported population of 363,069 in 1990.  Of this 2000 total, 49.5% were males and 
50.5% were females.  The median age was 38.9 years and 72.6% of the population was 21 years 
or older while 20.7% was 62 years or older. 

Virginia Beach’s age structure (see Figure 1) shows the highest percentage of the 
population was between 30 and 39 years of age.  This statistic suggests that professionals (post-
graduates) are moving to Virginia Beach to live and work.  There were also a large number of 
residents in all age categories through 40-49, after which the populations began to drop off, 
indicating that Virginia Beach was a family-oriented community. 
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Figure 1.  Virginia Beach’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
 
The majority of the population was white (70.4%) with 18.7% of residents black or 

African American, 4.8% Asian, 0.4% Native American, and 0.1% Pacific Islander or Hawaiian 
(see Figure 2).  Only 4.1% of the population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (see Figure 
3).  Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: German 
(13.7%), Irish (12.4%), and Italian (5.6%).  With the regard to region of birth, 37.7% were born 
in Virginia, 53.0% were born in a different state and 6.6% were born outside of the U.S. 
(including 2.4% who were not United States citizens). 

 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 
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Figure 2.  Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 89.7% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 10.3% in 

homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 3.3% of the population who 
spoke English less than ‘very well’ according to the 2000 Census. 

Of the population 25 years and over, 90.4% were high school graduates or higher and 
28.1% had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 2.4% did 
not reach ninth grade, 7.1% attended some high school but did not graduate, 25.9% completed 
high school, 28.9% had some college with no degree, 7.5% received an associate’s degree, 
19.2% earned a bachelor’s degree, and 8.9% received either a graduate or professional degree. 

Although religion percentages are not available through the U.S. Census, according to the 
Association of Religion Data Archives in 2000, the religion with the highest number of 
congregations and adherents in Virginia Beach County was Catholic with 12 congregations and 
40,922 adherents.  Other prominent congregations in the county were Southern Baptist 
Convention (30 with 19,804 adherents), United Methodist (24 with 19,506 adherents), and 
Independent, Charismatic Churches (Evangelical Protestant) (3 with 17,525 adherents).  The 
total number of adherents to any religion was down 8.2% from 1990 (ARDA 2000). 



Issues/Processes  
In August 2006, Omega Protein Corp agreed to a five year limit on its commercial catch 

of menhaden.  The annual catch limit of 109,020 metric tons is the average annual harvest from 
2001 through 2005.  The decision, approved by Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC), is hailed as a “wonderful balance between conservation and commerce” by the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (Barisic 2006). 

Discussion has ensued over Virginia Beach’s oceanfront image, which has degraded due 
to inappropriate behavior and public safety threats from young delinquents.  A committee 
consisting of business owners, residents and other community leaders has been formed to address 
the issues.  Amongst the possible solutions discussed are to create more activities that exclude 
alcohol, learning more about the interests of young adults, and even hiring a consultant to 
develop a master plan for Virginia Beach (City of Virginia Beach nd). 

The Oceana Naval Air Station, Virginia Beach’s largest employer, may be closed down.  
City and state officials have said saving the base will protect the area’s economy; however, jet 
noise and other hazards have made Oceana increasingly controversial with some residents 
(Galuszka 2001). 

Beach erosion has been an issue in Virginia Beach for years.  Every year between 1949 
and 2001, Virginia Beach added sand to its resort strip at Sandbridge beach and underwent 
restoration in 2003.  As much as 8 feet of Sandbridge beach a year disappears due to heavy wave 
energy on the shore, and replenishment takes the beach back to 200 feet.  Sandbridge landowners 
pay extra taxes of 12 cents per $100 of assessed value for sand replenishment (Virginian Pilot 
1998). 

Cultural attributes 
 There are several cultural facilities located within the city limits of Virginia Beach.  
The Chesapeake Bay Center is an interactive visitor’s center with a main attraction being a 
historical exhibition displaying scenes and artifacts of the 1607 Virginia Bay Colony settlement.  
The center also displays fine art and has an aquarium and environmental exhibitions which are 
accompanied with classroom space, a wet lab and touch tank developed by the Virginia 
Aquarium and Marine Science Center.  Visitors to the Chesapeake Bay Center can participate in 
various hands-on programs such as kayaking in the Chesapeake Bay (VBCVB nd). 
 The Town Center project is underway downtown and includes a Westin Hotel with 
conference center, luxury condominiums, retail space, and parking facilities.  The project will 
also include the eventual building of Sandler Center for the Performing Arts, a seafood 
restaurant, and a large commercial building.4  
  

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 

In the last fiscal year (June 2007), the city experienced “good, steady growth”, according 
to the Department of Economic Development.5

“Four military bases in Virginia Beach have a tremendous economic impact on the 
region, with the Department of Defense spending $11 billion in 2002, and increasing in 
following years due to the War with Iraq.”  The bases include Oceana Naval Air Station, the 
                                                 
4 Community Review comments, Mary Luskey, Research Manager, Dept. of Economic Development, 222 Central 
Park Ave, Suite 1000, Virginia Beach, VA 23462, October 19, 2007 
5 Community Review comments, Mary Luskey, Research Manager, Dept. of Economic Development, 222 Central 
Park Ave, Suite 1000, Virginia Beach, VA 23462, October 19, 2007 



largest master jet base in the United States, employing 12,000; Little Creek Naval Amphibious 
Base, which employs 13,000; Fort Story, which conducts amphibious training operations and 
employs approximately 1,200 military and civilian personnel; and Dam Neck, a training base for 
combat direction and control systems, which employs 4,700 persons.  Businesses serving 
soldiers, sailors, and their families employ even more area residents.  Military Exchanges and 
PX’s accounted for $123.8 million in sales in 2002.   

The City of Virginia Beach has the lowest overall tax rates of any locality in the Hampton 
Roads on real estate, personal property, and utilities.  There is also a reportedly plentiful supply 
of labor, with military spouses numbering over 40,000. A vast majority of these spouses work in 
full or part time in office and customer service positions.  Other components of the work force 
include students (80,000) and active duty personnel (over 10,000).6

“In 2002 over 3 million sun-loving visitors spent more than $700 million during their 
stays at the resort city for accommodations, meals, entertainment, and other services, resulting in 
about 11,000 new service jobs.” The city received $29 million in net direct revenue from tourist 
activity. 

“About one-third of Virginia Beach's labor force is employed in retail and wholesale 
business. The city had more than 7,800 retail/wholesale businesses with total taxable sales of 
over $3.9 billion in 2002, an increase of 4.3 percent from the previous year” (City-date nd). 

According to the US Census 20007, 72.9% (234,257 individuals) of the total population 
16 years of age or over were in the labor force (see Figure 4), of which 2.6% were unemployed, 
9.7% were in the Armed Forces, and 60.7% were employed.   
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Figure 4.  Employment structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
According to the Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes 

agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 421 positions or 0.2% of all 
jobs.  Self employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 8.8% 
of jobs.  Education, health and social services (20.5%), retail trade (13.7%), professional, 

                                                 
6 Community Review comments, Mary Luskey, Research Manager, Dept. of Economic Development, 222 Central 
Park Ave, Suite 1000, Virginia Beach, VA 23462, October 19, 2007 
7 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  



scientific, management, administrative, and waste management services (10.9%), and arts, 
entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services (8.9%) were the primary industries.   

Median household income in Virginia Beach was $48,705 (up 144.8% from $19,894 in 
1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $22,365.  For full-time year 
round workers, males made approximately 23.0% more per year than females.   

The average family in Virginia Beach consisted of 2.70 persons.  With respect to poverty, 
5.1% of families (less than 6.2% in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) earned below the U.S. 
Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and ranges from $11,239 
through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) (US Census Bureau 2000b).  
In 2000, 12.1% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000.   

In 2000, Virginia Beach had a total of 162,277 housing units of which 95.2% were 
occupied and 56.5% were detached one unit homes.  Only 1.3% of these homes were built before 
1940. Mobile homes, boats, RVs, vans, etc. accounted for 1.5% of the total housing units; 89.1% 
of detached units had between 2 and 9 bedrooms.  In 2000, the median cost for a home in this 
area was $123,200.  Of vacant housing units, 1.4% were used for seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use.  Of occupied units, 34.4% were renter occupied. 

Government 
The Virginia Beach government consists of a City Council, Mayor, and several Boards of 

Commission.  The Virginia Beach City Council meets the first, second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month to discuss various concerns and agendas (City of Virginia Beach n.d.).  

Fishery involvement in government 
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) is a State Agency established in 

1875 to preserve Virginia’s marine and aquatic resources, including all tidal waters.  The 
VMRC’s Fisheries Management Division aids in the planning of state, interstate, and federal 
management organizations.  Its Fisheries Advisory Council helps agencies create and implement 
management plans for both commercial and recreational fishery species.  The Commission’s 
headquarters are located in Newport News (VMRC nd). 
 

Institutional  
Fishing associations 

The Virginia Beach Angler's Club offers the residents of Virginia Beach and surrounding 
communities a family oriented club that promotes the education and promotion of fresh and salt 
water fishing around the Chesapeake Bay area.  The Club meets the first Thursday of each month 
at the Virginia Beach Fire Station to discuss local fisheries.  Each month a guest speaker speaks 
on fishing and the variety of species found in and around the waters of Chesapeake Bay 
(TidalFish.com nd).  

Fishing assistance centers 
Information on fishing assistance centers in Virginia Beach is unavailable through 

secondary data collection. 

Other fishing related organizations 
Information on other fishing related organizations in Virginia Beach is unavailable 

through secondary data collection. 
 



Physical 
The city of Virginia Beach is very accessible through all types of major transportation.  In 

fact, “distribution greatly benefits from the fact that Virginia Beach is within 750 miles of three-
fourths of the country's industrial activity and two-thirds of its population.  An integrated system 
of highway, air, rail, and sea services provides easy access to national and international markets” 
(City-Data.com nd).  By automobile Virginia Beach can be reached by interstate 264, Route 60 
and Route 149.  The closest airport is the Norfolk International Airport which is 13.11 miles 
away and the closest train station is Dale’s Train Station located just 12.5 miles away from the 
city’s downtown area. Virginia Beach is 18 miles from Norfolk, 30 miles from Hampton, 37 
miles from Newport News, and 208 miles from Washington, DC by car (MapQuest 2005). 

Rudee Inlet at the south end of the Virginia Beach oceanfront opens on the Atlantic 
Ocean. Two major public marinas are located in Virginia Beach, Bubba’s Marina and 
Lynnhaven Waterway Marina.  These public marinas provide boat launching for a fee, and ramps 
open 24 hours (VaBeach.com nd).  Lynnhaven Inlet is home to most of the commercial fishing 
fleet in Virginia Beach. 
 
INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES8

Commercial 
The commercial fishing industry in Virginia has practiced aquaculture over the past ten 

years.  Numerous products are raised in Virginia; the largest in quantity is hard clams (Kirkley et 
al. 2005).  Sea Gate Marketing is one wholesale and processing facility listed for Virginia Beach. 

Landings and vessel data provided for Virginia Beach combine data listed under Virginia 
Beach and Lynnhaven/Lynnhaven Inlet; all landings are listed under Virginia Beach/Lynnhaven 
as this is the name of the harbor within the city where landings are made.  On average for 1997-
2006, the most valuable landings were of “other” species, valued at over $2.5 million on average 
for those ten years, although worth just $555,000 in 2006.  The summer flounder, scup, and 
black sea bass species grouping was second in averaged value at over $500,000; the value of this 
category was less in 2006 as well.  Overall, landings in Virginia Beach increased from 1997-
2000 to a high of $4.4 million in 2000, but then declined to just over $1 million by 2006.  The 
number of vessels home ported in Virginia Beach/Lynnhaven varied from a high of 43 in 1999 
down to 25 in 2006, and generally showed a declining trend.  The level of home port fishing for 
these vessels was much lower than the level of landings overall, indicating that vessels from 
other ports land their catch here.  The number of vessels with owners living in Virginia Beach 
exceeds the number of home ported vessels in all years; some vessel owners likely keep their 
boats in other nearby ports.  
 

                                                 
8 In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state landings are 
included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not be included or data may 
be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual port codes until more recently. Before 
individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at the county level or as an aggregate of two 
geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for 
those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use 
alongside the new individual codes.  Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into 
the individual ports, so port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes 
exist, especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate these to a 
port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile may under report the 
total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS database. 



Landings by Species 
Table 1.  Dollar value by Federally Managed Groups of Landings in Virginia Beach 
  Average from 1997-2006 2006 only
Other9 2,668,790 555,304
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass  541,683 458,351
Dogfish 86,708 73,223
Scallop 33,902 0
Squid, Mackerel, Butterfish 24,930 419
Bluefish 23,904 2,134
Red Crab 15,737 0
Monkfish 2,007 43
Lobster 423 3,528
Herring 90 0
Tilefish 76 13
Skate 73 0
Smallmesh Groundfish10 36 38
Largemesh Groundfish11 19 0

Vessels by Year12

Table 2.  All columns represent vessel permits or landings value combined between 1997-2006 

Year # Vessels 
(home ported) 

# Vessels 
(owner's city) 

Level of fishing 
home port ($) 

Level of fishing 
landed port ($) 

1997 27 39 249,822 2,703,777 
1998 36 48 493,604 4,272,786 
1999 43 54 693,717 4,347,932 
2000 37 50 912,987 4,452,079 
2001 35 52 918,173 3,990,595 
2002 35 50 708,893 3,844,617 
2003 33 46 564,337 3,636,945 
2004 33 45 390,455 2,823,176 
2005 31 44 473,379 2,818,818 
2006 25 32 256,266 1,093,053 

(Note: # Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence13  
Level of fishing home port ($) = Landed value of fisheries associated with home ported vessels  
Level of fishing landed port ($) = Landed value of fisheries landed in location)  

                                                 
9 “Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group 
10 Smallmesh multi-species:  red hake, ocean pout, mixed hake, black whiting, silver hake (whiting) 
11 Largemesh groundfish: cod, winter flounder, yellowtail flounder, American plaice, sand-dab flounder, haddock, white hake, 
redfish, and pollock 
12 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application forms.  These 
may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when docked. 
13 The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning their 
permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from 
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits. 



Recreational 
The city of Virginia Beach is known as the Striped Bass capital of the world. Virginia 

Beach has two major inlets for fishing and numerous boat ramps; Rudee Inlet found at the south 
end of Virginia Beach and Lynnhaven Inlet which is found on the west side of Virginia Beach, 
making access easy for visiting anglers towing a boat (VaBeach.com nd). 

Charter fishing is also very popular in the community.  The Virginia Beach Fishing 
Center located at the Rudee Inlet has the largest charter and party boat fleet on the Virginia coast 
(Virginia Tourism Corporation nd).  Between 2001- 2005, there were 24 charter and party 
vessels making 2,364 total trips by charter and party vessels in Virginia Beach.  These trips 
carried a total of 61,896 anglers. 

Subsistence 
Information on subsistence fishing in Virginia Beach is either unavailable through 

secondary data collection or the practice does not exist. 
 
FUTURE 

The future of Virginia Beach looks as promising as its past.  However, the overall 
landscape of Virginia Beach is changing dramatically.  The demographics of the city have 
changed over the years on a consistent basis to create a much more culturally diverse city.  The 
city is also working to mature into a more diverse community.  To understand and embrace this 
dramatic change, the City of Virginia Beach Department of Economic Development has and 
continues to implement strategies to create a diversified, growing, and dynamic economy 
through new business and the enhancement of existed businesses (City of Virginia Beach nd). 
The city also aims to become a year-round destination for business and pleasure.  With a new 
Convention Center which opened in 2007, there have been 146 conventions and meetings and 
bookings made for future events up through the year 2012.14
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