REEDVILLE, VA!
Community Profile?

PEOPLE AND PLACES
Regional orientation

Reedville, Virginia (37.29°N and 75.97°W) is located in Northumberland County, in the
Northern Neck region of Virginia. It is located at the head of Cockrells Creek along the Western
shore of the Chesapeake Bay (USGS 2008).
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Map 1. Location of Reedville, VA (US Census Bureau 2000)

Historical/Background

In 1874, Elijah Reed moved his menhaden processing plant from Brooklin, Maine to the
Chesapeake Bay, purchasing an area of land of land on Cockrell’s Creek, now known as
Reedville after Captain Reed (Reedville Fishermens Museum 2008). In 1878, John Haynie and
his brother set up a menhaden processing plant here as well, which later became the Omega
Protein processing plant (Omega Protein 2008). A portion of Main Street in Reedville was called
“Millionaire’s Row” after the large Victorian mansions built there by wealthy fishermen (Smith
Point Sea Rescue 2008). At the heyday of the menhaden fishery, Reedville was said to have the
highest per capita income in the country (Summers 2004). Northumberland County remained

! These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements
(EISs) for fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for
Social Impact Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for
National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information
on minorities and low income populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice.

2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the
auspices of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information
contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.”



mailto:Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov

largely undeveloped until 1926, when a bridge was built to Northern Neck from Essex County
(Northumberland County 2008).

Demographics®

According to Census 2000 data, the Reedville postal district* had a total population of
2,315 up 9.9% from the reported population of 2,106 in 1990. Of this 2000 total, 47.9% were
male and 52.1% were female. The median age was 55.5 years and 82.0% of the population was
21 years or older while 37.5% was 62 years or older.

Reedville’s age structure (Figure 1) shows an aging population, with the largest
percentage of residents between the ages of 60-69, followed by 50-59 and 70-79. Probably as a
result of this demographic trend, children and young people make up a relatively small
percentage of residents.
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Figure 1. Reedville’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

The majority of the population was white (80.6%) with 18.6% of residents black or
African American, 0.1% Asian, 0.3% Native American, and none Pacific Islander/Hawaiian (see
Figure 2). Only 1.3% of the population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (see Figure 3).
Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: English
(22.3%), German (9.3%), and Irish (8.5%). With the regard to region of birth, 70.4% were born
in Virginia, 27.6% were born in a different state and 1.8% were born outside of the U.S.
(including 0.4% who were not United States citizens).

® While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities.

* Census data used are for Zip Code 22539
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Figure 2. Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)
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Figure 3. Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

For 96.8% of the population, only English was spoken at home, leaving 3.2% in homes
where a language other than English was spoken, including none of the population who spoke
English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census.

Of the population 25 years and over, 71.2% were high school graduates or higher and
15.9% had a bachelor’s degree or higher. Again of the population 25 years and over, 12.3% did
not reach ninth grade, 16.6% attended some high school but did not graduate, 31.0% completed
high school, 19.4% had some college with no degree, 4.8% received an associate’s degree,
10.6% earned a bachelor’s degree, and 5.3% received either a graduate or professional degree.

Although religion percentages are not available through the U.S. Census, according to the
Association of Religion Data Archives in 2000, the religion with the highest number of
congregations and adherents in Northumberland County was Southern Baptist Convention with
12 congregations and 2,441 adherents. Other prominent congregations in the county were
United Methodist Church (12 with 2,163 adherents), and Episcopal (3 with 432 adherents). The
total number of adherents to any religion was down 1.4% from 1990 (ARDA 2000). There is one
Methodist church listed for Reedville (Northumberland Chamber of Commerce 2008).



Northumberland County has more than 40 churches of both Protestant and Catholic
denominations (Virginia Economic Development Partnership 2008).

Issues/Processes

In 2005, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) approved the first-
ever cap on menhaden fishing within the Chesapeake Bay, limiting catches to 105,800 metric
tons per year. Pressure for the cap came largely from environmental groups, including a coalition
of groups called Menhaden Matter, citing the importance of the species as prey for a number of
commercially and recreationally important species. Menhaden had been the only species
managed by the ASMFC without catch limits, and the only fish species managed by Virginia’s
legislature rather than by the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. The cap is only for
menhaden targeted by purse seine vessels, and not menhaden caught for bait (Boorstein 2005),
and is initially only in place for five years to give scientists time to study menhaden further and
learn more about the status of the stocks (Shear 2006). Many residents of Reedville were upset
about the cap, which they claimed was not backed by strong scientific evidence indicating it was
necessary (Boorstein 2005). While the measure faced some trouble in the state House of
Delegates, it was eventually signed into law by Virginia Governor Tim Kaine in 2007 (Coastal
Conservation Association — Virginia 2007).

Cultural attributes

The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, built on the banks of Cockrells Creek on land
originally owned by Elijah Reed, is dedicated to the importance of the fishing industry to
Reedville. The museums exhibits consist of a fleet of fishing vessels, including the Claud W.
Somers, a skipjack built in 1911, and the Elva C, a 55 foot netting boat, as well as temporary and
permanent exhibits on the area’s fishing industry. The Fishermen’s Museum also sponsors the
annual Blessing of the Fleet along with Omega Protein, and holds an annual Oyster Roast. The
museum also has a boat building workshop where visitors can witness or participate in traditional
fishing boat building techniques (Reedville Fishermen’s Museum 2008).

Each summer the Reedville Fishing Derby is held to raise money for Smith Point Sea
Rescue, with prizes for the largest bluefish and rockfish (Smith Point Sea Rescue 2008). A
number of other fishing tournaments are held throughout the area as well (Smith Point Marina
2008). The first Sunday of every May, St. Mary’s Church and Omega Processing jointly host a
Blessing of the Fleet for both commercial and recreational vessels, and the Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum holds an annual oyster roast’.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Current Economy

Omega Protein, which has a processing plant and refinery in Reedville, "is the world's
largest manufacturer of heart-healthy fish oils containing Omega-3 fatty acids for human
consumption, as well as specialty fish meals and fish oil used as value-added ingredients in
aquaculture, swine and other livestock feeds. Omega Protein makes its products from menhaden,
an Omega-3 rich fish that is not utilized for seafood, but which is abundantly available along the
U.S. Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Coasts. The Company utilizes a fleet of fishing vessels
supported by spotter aircraft to supply menhaden to its four processing facilities in Louisiana,

® Pers. com. Donald George, Reedville Fishermen’s Museum Curatorial Committee.



Mississippi and Virginia.” (Omega Protein 2008) The Reedville facility process 25 percent of the
menhaden used by Omega Protein (Boorstein 2005).0Omega Protein employed 275 people at its
Reedville facility in 2006 (Shear 2006) and 328 in 2008 (Miller 2008), and is the largest
commercial employer in Northumberland County (Boorstein 2004). The next largest employers
in the county are Cowart Seafood Corp. (50-99 employees) and Little River Seafood Inc. (50-99
employees) (Virginia Economic Development Partnership 2008).

According to the US Census 2000, 38.1% (770 individuals) of the total population 16
years of age or over were in the labor force (see Figure 4), of which 1.4% were unemployed,
none were in the Armed Forces, and 36.7% were employed.
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Figure 4. Employment structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

According to the Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 46 positions or 6.2% of all
jobs. Self employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 84
positions or 11.3% of jobs. Education, health and social services (14.0%), professional,
scientific, management, administrative, and waste management services (12.3%), manufacturing
(11.1%), and arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services (8.9%) were the
primary industries.

Median household income in Reedville was $39,310 (up 73.3% from $22,328 in 1990
[US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $22,492. For full-time year round
workers, males made approximately 39.5% more per year than females.

The average family in Reedville consists of 2.57 persons. With respect to poverty, 4.4%
of families (down from 7.5% in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and 9.4% of individuals were
below the official U.S. Census poverty threshold. This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and
ranges from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) (US
Census Bureau 2000b). In 2000, 31.5% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000.

In 2000, Reedville had a total of 858 housing units of which 61.8% were occupied and
92.9% were detached one unit homes. More than ten percent (12.2%) of these homes were built
before 1940. Mobile homes, boats, RVs, vans, etc. accounted for 10.9% of the total housing
units; 89.6% of detached units had between 2 and 9 rooms. In 2000, the median cost for a home



in this area was $143,900. Of vacant housing units, 80.0% were used for seasonal, recreational,
or occasional use. Of occupied units, 11.1% were renter occupied.

Government

Reedville is an unincorporated village within Northumberland County. Northumberland
County is divided into five electoral districts, each of which has an elected member to the Board
of Supervisors. The Supervisor from Reedville is the Chairman of the Board. The County also
has a County Administrator (Northumberland County 2008).

Fishery involvement in government

The Virginia Fish Commission, established in 1875, is one of the state’s oldest
Governmental agencies. However, shellfish regulations (one of the Commission’s key
responsibilities) have not been a major factor in the agency’s activities until this past decade.
This was due to Virginia’s economic and cultural dependency on the oyster industry. With the
assistance of the Virginia Fish Commission, the Virginia General Assembly enacted a state
fishery management policy in 1984. This policy had a goal to successfully manage fisheries
using the best available economic, scientific, biological and sociological information available.
This allowed fisheries and their communities to be controlled by effective plans and regulations
of the Virginia Fish Commission and away from State legislation (VRMC 2008)

The Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) is a State Agency established in
1875 to preserve Virginia’s marine and aquatic resources, including all tidal waters. The
VMRC’s Fisheries Management Division aids in the planning of state, interstate, and federal
management organizations. Its Fisheries Advisory Council helps agencies create and implement
management plans for both commercial and recreational fishery species. The Commission’s
headquarters are located in Newport News (VRMC 2008).

Institutional
Fishing associations

The Northern Neck Anglers Club sponsors eight different fishing tournaments throughout
the year around the Northern Neck area of Virginia (Smith Point Marina 2008).

Fishing assistance centers

Smith Point Sea Rescue is a volunteer sea rescue service, and is the last of its kind in the
Chesapeake Bay (Smith Point Sea Rescue 2008).

Other fishing related organizations

The Virginia chapter of the Coastal Conservation Association, an organization primarily
representing the interests of recreational fishermen, has been heavily involved in the push to
restrict catches of menhaden.

Physical
Reedville is about 83 miles from Newport News, 90 miles from Richmond, 102 miles
from Norfolk, VA, and 143 miles from Washington DC. The closest large airport to Reedville is
the Newport News-Williamsburg International Airport, 77 miles from Reedville (Google 2008).
Smith Point Marina in Reedville is the first certified Clean Marina on Northern Neck.
The marina has 98 slips, a ramp, a marina store, and full-service maintenance. In addition, there
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are at least five charter boats based at the marina. The Chesapeake Bay Camp Resort is another
marina in Reedville (Northern Neck Tourism Council 2008). Fairport Marina and Reedville
Marina are also located in Reedville (Northumberland Chamber of Commerce 2008). Tangier
and Chesapeake Cruises in Reedville offers a tour of the Chesapeake, including trips to Tangier
Island from Reedville.

INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES®
Commercial

Omega Protein, which has its largest processing facility in Reedville, uses spotter planes
and purse seine vessels to catch menhaden for processing (Omega Protein 2008). The facility is
the only remaining menhaden processing plants on the East Coast (Shear 2006). Ten of the
fishing boats involved in the menhaden fishery are converted military boats, many of them light
cargo boats from World War 11. Reedville is the second largest fishing port by weight of catch in
the United States. From 2000-2005 Omega Protein’s vessels harvested on average 109,000
metric tons per year of menhaden from the Chesapeake Bay (Kaine 2006).

Because the menhaden fishery is regulated at the state level, data on landings and vessels
were not available for this profile.

Recreational

There are more than 50 charter fishing boats operating out of the Reedville area, targeting
primarily bluefish and rockfish (Smith Point Sea Rescue 2008). Fifteen of these boats are listed
as members of the Virginia Charter Boat Association (Virginia Charter Boat Association 2008).
The Northern Neck Anglers Club hosts several fishing tournaments throughout the year in the
Northern Neck region (Smith Point Marina 2008).

Subsistence

Information on subsistence fishing in Reedville is either unavailable through secondary
data collection or the practice does not exist.

FUTURE

According to the comprehensive plan for Northumberland County, “Reedville is planned
to remain primarily residential including the small businesses that are permissible in residential
zoning. No commercial hub is planned.” In addition, “the area on both sides of Cockrell’s Creek
(on either side of Reedville) is planned to become a mixed waterfront business-residential
support area” (Northumberland County 2006).

® In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state
landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not
be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual
port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at
the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports. Where landings were coded at the
county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000. 3) Where
aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new individual codes.
Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the individual ports, so
port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes exist,
especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level. Here again it is impossible to disaggregate
these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile
may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS
database.
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Many residents of Reedville are concerned about the recent catch limits on menhaden,
and the potential repercussions for both employees of Omega Protein and fishermen. Although at
present the cap does not include fishermen who catch and sell menhaden for bait, some
fishermen who target menhaden are worried the cap will be extended to include bait as well
(Boorstein 2005).
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