
WAKEFIELD, RI1

Community Profile2

 
PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Regional orientation 

Wakefield (41.437N, 71.501W) (USGS 2008) is located, along with Peacedale and 
several other villages, in Washington County, 25 miles southeast of Providence, and is roughly 4 
miles north of Point Judith.  For U.S. Census purposes, Wakefield and Peacedale are combined 
into a single Census Designated Place or CDP, as neither village is incorporated as a separate 
town.  In fact, Wakefield and Peacedale (along with the villages of Curtis Corner, Green Hill, 
Indian Lake Shore, Kingston, Matunuck, Middlebridge, Perryville, Rocky Brook, Snug Harbor, 
Tuckertown, Usquepaugh, and West Kingston) are actually part of the town of South Kingstown 
(SKCC 2004). 
 

 
Map 1.  Location of the Wakefield- Peacedale CDP (US Census Bureau 2000a) 

 
Historical/Background 

In 1674, King's Town was founded and included the present towns of Narragansett, North 
Kingstown, and South Kingstown (Town of South Kingstown 2008).  Narragansett Indians 
hunted, fished, and raised corn in this area.  The first settlement was in South Kingstown.  
Colonial soldiers from Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut defeated King Philip there 
during the Great Swamp Fight, in 1675.  Farming was the most common occupation during this 
time.  By 1800, many people were employed by the Wakefield Manufacturing Company, or the 
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contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.” 

mailto:Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov


Peace Dale Mill, which became one of the town's largest industries (RIEDC 2008).  The village 
of Peace Dale was founded about that time by Rowland Hazard, the owner of the Peace Dale 
Mill, who named the village after his wife, Mary Peace. Around 1820, Hazard renamed the 
nearby industrial village of Wakefield after the town and family of the same name in England, 
who were friends of his (SKCC 2004).  The Rhode Island College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts was founded in 1892, near the Village of Kingston.  This was an important milestone in the 
history of the area.  Rhode Island College became the University of Rhode Island and now this 
institution plays a key role in the economy and the cultural life of the area.  In recent years, small 
industries have replaced the town's previous chief textile manufacturers.  For many years, the 
J.P. Stevens Company operated in the Peace Dale Mill, until the textile industry and sales 
declined at the end of World War II.  The South Kingstown shoreline and beach areas have 
increased residency, as well as developed summer resort and tourist facilities (RIEDC 2008). 
 
Demographics3

According to Census 2000 data, Wakefield- Peacedale CDP had a total population of 
8,468, up 18.7% from a reported population of 7,134 in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990).  Of this 
2000 total, 46.7% were males and 53.3% were females.  The median age was 37 years and 
68.6% of the population was 21 years or older while 15.1% was 62 or older.  

The population structure for Wakefield (see Figure 1) shows a community with many 
families and children.  The largest percentage of the population was between the ages of 30-39, 
followed by 40-49, with many children age 0-9 and 10-19 as well.  Like many fishing 
communities, Wakefield experienced a decline in the population of residents between the ages of 
20-29. 
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Figure 1.  Wakefield's population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000a) 

 
 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 



The majority of the population was white (89.1%), with 3.6% black or African American, 
1.5% Asian, 4.7% American Indian and Alaska Native, and none Pacific Islander or Hawaiian 
(see Figure 2).  Only 1.6% of the population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (see Fiugre 
3).  Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: Irish 
(23%), Italian (17.2%), and English (17.2%).   

With regard to region of birth, 66.7% were born in Rhode Island, 29.9% were born in a 
different state and 3.1% were born outside of the U.S. (including 1.4% who were not United 
States citizens). 
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Figure 2.  Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 94.1% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 5.9% in 

homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 1.2% of the population who 
spoke English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census. 

Of the population 25 years and over, 81.8% were high school graduates or higher and 
41.9% had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 3% did not 



reach ninth grade, 7.2% attended some high school but did not graduate, 25.9% had completed 
high school, 15.9% had some college with no degree, 6.1% received an associate’s degree, 
25.3% earned a Bachelor’s degree, and 16.6% received either a graduate or professional degree. 

Although religion percentages are not available through U.S. Census data, according to 
the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) in 2000, the religion with the highest 
number of congregations and adherents in Washington County was Catholic with 20 
congregations and 58,668 adherents. Other prominent congregations in the county were 
American Baptist Churches (15 congregations with 3,022 adherents) and Episcopal (10 with 
4,720 adherents). The total number of adherents to any religion was up 57.3% from 1990 
(ARDA 2000). 

 
Issues/Processes 

Information on issues/processes in Wakefield is unavailable through secondary data 
collection, though at least some Wakefield fishermen fish out of Point Judith and would share the 
concerns for that port. 
 
Cultural attributes 

Snug Harbor Marina in Wakefield hosts three fishing tournaments; a shark fishing 
tournament, a striped bass tournament, and a bass and bluefish tournament. 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 

The economy in Wakefield has been slowly recovering since the 1990s.  According to 
South Kingstown’s Chamber of Commerce, the local economic base is strong because it doesn't 
rely on one industry.  The local economy is supported by businesses of all sizes and a number of 
industries.  There are more than 10,000 businesses in and around South Kingstown (SKCC 
2004). 

Education, government, and health care account for the majority of the local economy.  
In recent years, companies, including APC, have invested millions of dollars in property, 
buildings, and equipment in the South Kingstown area, creating many job opportunities.  Small 
and medium-sized businesses are the most prominent in South Kingstown.  Most of the area 
businesses employ fewer than 20 workers.  These businesses include specialty retail shops, 
financial service firms, management consultancies, and fitness firms.  Tourism is also a 
substantial aspect of the economy of South Kingstown. 

In addition to these aspects of economy, the South Kingstown area is home to multiple 
fish processing and wholesaling companies.  In Wakefield itself, Deep Sea Fish of Rhode Island 
Inc. is a wholesale supplier and exporter of Southern New England seafood that receives fish 
from independently owned and operated fishing vessels.  Deep Sea Fish then ships the fish to 
auctions and wholesalers worldwide.  Four Sisters Lobster Company, was located in Wakefield, 
delivers live, fresh lobsters throughout the United States, but has apparently closed by 2007.  
Additional companies include Stone Cove Marina, Inc., Salt Pond Marine Railway, Inc., Ocean 
State Marine Railway, Inc., Industrial Marine Marketing (commercial fishing supplies), Channel 
Marina Snug Harbor, Kenport Marina Fish Market, Main Street Fish Market, and Moonstone 
Oysters. 

http://www.snugharbormarina.com/
http://www.dseafish.com/
http://www.foursisterslobster.com/


According to the U.S. Census 20004, 70.4% (4,488 individuals) of the total population 16 
years of age and over are in the labor force (see Figure 4), of which 3.2% were unemployed, 
0.3% were in the Armed Forces, and 66.9% were employed.     
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Figure 4.  Employment Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes agriculture, 

forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 32 positions or 0.7% of all jobs.  Self 
employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 426 positions or 
10% of jobs.  Educational, health and social services (34%), professional, scientific, 
management, administrative, and waste management services (9.2%), manufacturing (9.4%) and 
arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services (9.2%) were the primary 
industries. 

Median household income in Wakefield- Peacedale CDP was $50,313, up 44.8% from 
$34,748 in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990) and median per capita income was $24,191.  For full-
time year round workers, males made approximately $20,548 more per year than females.   

The average family in Wakefield-Peacedale CDP consisted of 3.14 persons.  With respect 
to poverty, 3.9% of families, up from 3.6% in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990) and 5.4% of 
individuals earned below the official U.S. Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for 
individuals and ranges from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of 
persons (2-9) (US Census Bureau 2000b).  In 2000, 32.3% of all families of any size earned less 
than $35,000 per year. 

In 2000, Wakefield-Peacedale CDP had a total of 3,381 housing units of which 95.2% 
were occupied and 69.5% were detached one unit homes.  Slightly more than a third of these 
homes were built before 1940.  Mobile homes accounted for 0.3% of housing units; 89.8% of 
detached units had between 2 and 9 rooms.   In 2000, the median cost for a home in this area was 
$151,700.  Of vacant housing units, 1.3% were used for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.  
Of occupied units, 28.7% were renter occupied. 

 

                                                 
4 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  



Government 
Wakefield’s government is the same as the town of South Kingstown, as it is a village of 

South Kingstown.  The South Kingstown government consists of a Town Manager and a Town 
Council.  The Town Council has five members elected at large in November of even- numbered 
years.  The Town Council meets regularly on the second and fourth Monday of each month in 
the Town Council Chambers, at 180 High Street, in Wakefield (Town of South Kingstown 
2008). 
 
Fishery Involvement in Government 

The Waterfront Advisory Commission of South Kingstown advises the Town Council on 
issues concerning the preservation and development of South Kingstown’s property in the 
shoreline area and the management of commercial and recreational waterfront activities, the 
conservation of existing coastal access and the increase of  physical access and enjoyment of the 
coast by the public, and commercial fisheries practices which directly or indirectly limit or 
impede the public's use of ponds and tidal waters (Town of South Kingstown 2008).  The Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental Management, Division of Fish and Wildlife, is based in 
Wakefield (RIDEM 2008).  The South Kingstown Conservation Commission provides advisory 
opinions to the Town Council, CRMC, and DEM regarding proposed projects within and 
proximate to coastal resource areas.5  The town also has a harbormaster. 
 
Institutional 
Fishing associations 

No fishing associations were found in Wakefield itself, however associations were 
located in surrounding areas such as Point Judith and Narragansett.  However, Rhode Island 
Seafood Council, a now-defunct not-for-profit organization established in 1976, was located here 
and promoted quality seafood products.  The American Seafood Institute was established in 1982 
in conjunction with the Rhode Island Seafood Council and provides assistance to the fishing 
industry in exporting product overseas (Hall Arber et al. 2001).  The Point Club is a self-
insurance group for fishermen to protect against price gouging, etc.6  Additionally, the Rhode 
Island Commercial Fishermen’s Association has members throughout the state. 

 
Fishing assistance centers 

The Bay Company was developed under the Rhode Island Marine Trade Education 
Initiative and attempts to link academia to the marine industry to improve productivity and 
economic viability; it is now defunct since the funding disappeared in 2003 (Hall-Arber et al. 
2001).  
  
Other fishing related organizations 

The Rhode Island Sea Grant College Program is based at the University of Rhode 
Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography in Narragansett.  They design and support research, 
education, and other programs that foster stewardship of coastal and marine resources (RI Sea 

                                                 
5 Profile review comment, Raymond T. Nickerson, Principal Planner, South Kingstown Town Hall, 180 High St., 
Wakefield, RI 02879, September 27, 2007 
6 Profile review comment, Chris Brown, Rhode Island Commercial Fishermen’s Association, 35 Erica Court West 
Kingston, RI 02892, October 19, 2007 



Grant 2008).  The RI Sea Grant Sustainable Fisheries Program is located at the East Farm 
Campus of the University of Rhode Island (URI). 

The Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island was founded in 2004 and is home to 
nonprofit commercial fishing organizations, and serves “as a headquarters for bringing 
fishermen, scientists, managers, and elected officials together to discuss issues.”  The goals of 
the center are “to improve fisheries and understanding of the marine environment through 
education, collaborative research, and cooperation” (CFCRI nd). 
 
Physical 

Wakefield is part of the town of South Kingstown, located in the southern part of Rhode 
Island and bordering the Atlantic Ocean.  Wakefield itself is not on the ocean, but sits at the 
north end of Point Judith Pond, which provides access to the Atlantic.  There are buses from 
Wakefield to Providence, Newport, and T.F. Green Airport run by the Rhode Island Public 
Transit Authority (RIPTA nd).  Amtrak trains stop at nearby Kingston while running between 
Boston and New York.  Wakefield is 6 miles from Point Judith, 18 miles from Newport, and 163 
miles from New York City.  

The charter fishing fleet in Wakefield is based at Snug Harbor Marina.  Billington Cove 
Marina in Wakefield provides full service to boats.  Point Judith Marina is another full-service 
marina located in Wakefield.  There are several other marinas listed for Wakefield which provide 
services to recreational boaters, including Gooseberry Marina, Kenport Marina, Ram Point 
Marina, Marina Bay Docking, Silver Spring Marine, and Stone Cove Marina (Explore RI 2008). 
 
 
INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES7

 
Commercial  

Wakefield is not actually a commercial fishing port.  However, members of this 
community fish commercially from neighboring ports including Narragansett and Point Judith.  
There are, however, a number of vessels both home ported and whose owner’s city is Wakefield, 
although both these values generally decreased between 1997 and 2006.  While there were no 
values for landed port, the level of fishing home port values ranged between $2-4 million (see 
Table 1).   

 

                                                 
7 In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state 
landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not 
be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual 
port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at 
the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the 
county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where 
aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new individual codes.  
Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the individual ports, so 
port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes exist, 
especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate 
these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile 
may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS 
database. 

http://www.cfcri.com/
http://www.amtrak.com/
http://www.snugharbormarina.com/
http://www.billingtoncove.com/
http://www.billingtoncove.com/
http://www.pjmarina.com/


Vessels by Year8

Table 1.  All columns represent vessel permits or landings value combined between 1997-2006 

Year # Vessels 
(home ported) 

# Vessels 
(owner's city) 

Level of fishing 
home port ($) 

Level of fishing 
landed port ($) 

1997 26 95 4,019,707 0 
1998 31 88 3,951,249 0 
1999 31 94 3,734,059 0 
2000 31 93 3,874,318 0 
2001 28 94 3,007,981 0 
2002 27 92 2,825,931 0 
2003 20 86 2,833,778 0 
2004 17 84 2,661,484 0 
2005 16 91 3,002,598 0 
2006 17 87 3,076,804 0 

# Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence9  
Level of fishing home port ($) = Landed value of fisheries associated with home ported vessels  
Level of fishing landed port ($) = Landed value of fisheries landed in location  
 
Recreational 

Rhode Island marine waters also support a sizable recreational fishing sector. “In Rhode 
Island, nearly 362,000 recreational marine anglers - more than half from out-of-state - made over 
1.5 million trips, catching 4.3 million pounds of sport fish and releasing about 55 percent in 
2004” (RIDEM 2004).  This indicates that the recreational component is significant both in terms 
of the associated revenues generated (support industries) and harvesting capacity.  South 
Kingstown is to the Frances Fleet charter fishing excursions, as well as Old Salt Charters.  Snug 
Harbor Marina in Wakefield also has charter boat bookings for Rhode Island.  Charter boats here 
take passengers both on inshore trips and offshore big game excursions, and have the opportunity 
to catch more than 30 species of fish.  Miller Time Charters offers fishing for bluefish, striped 
bass, sea bass, flounder, tuna, and shark. Snappa Charters targets shark, tuna, sea bass, porgies, 
dolphin fish, cod, bonito, and other species, as well as shark cage diving trips. (State of Rhode 
Island 2008) 
 
Subsistence 

Information on subsistence fishing in Wakefield is either unavailable through secondary 
data collection or the practice does not exist. 
 
FUTURE 

No information was collected on plans or perspectives for the future of Wakefield 
specifically.  The Town encourages new and expanded industrial development in an effort to 
                                                 
8 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application 
forms.  These may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when 
docked. 
9 The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning their 
permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from 
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits. 

http://www.snugharbormarina.com/
http://www.snugharbormarina.com/
http://www.snappacharters.com/


increase diversity of the tax base to reduce dependence on residential tax payers.10  The town has 
experienced significant residential expansion, and development of its summer resort and tourist 
facilities due to its shoreline and beach areas.  Increasing tourism at the port of Point Judith has 
caused parking issues and rent increases. As values of local dock space and land increase, further 
declines in fishing infrastructure may follow (Griffith and Dyer 1996).  
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