
OCEANSIDE, NY1 
Community Profile2 

People and Places 
Regional orientation 
 Oceanside CDP (40.38°N, 73.38°W) is located in Nassau County, on Long Island, in the 
state of New York.  It is an unincorporated area within the Town of Hempstead (Oceanside 
Chamber of Commerce 2005).  Oceanside sits north of Long Beach with its southern boarder 
lying between Wreck Lead Channel and East Channel, within South Oyster Bay.  The total area 
of Oceanside is 5.4mi2 of which 5.0 mi² is land and 0.4 mi² (7.38%) is water (USGS 2008). 
 

 
Map 1.  Location of Oceanside, NY (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
Historical/Background 

In 1643 Religious leader Reverend Richard Denton (“father of Hempstead” [Oceanside 
Chamber of Commerce 2005]) and his followers were the first Europeans to settle the area of 
Oceanside.  Reverend Denton established this Long Island settlement on land of the native 
Rockaway Tribe to escape religious tension in the Connecticut area.  The land on which 
Oceanside now sits was named “Christian Hook” when it became under ownership of St. 
George’s Church in 1682; the name remained through the 19th century.  Farming and shellfishing 
were large industries in the community.  Fish were harvested for consumption, feed for livestock, 

                                                 
1 These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements 
(EISs) for fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for 
Social Impact Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for 
National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information 
on minorities and low income populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice. 
2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the 
auspices of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information 
contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.” 

mailto:Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov


and fertilizer for fields.  Mott’s Landing, currently the Port of Oceanside, served as the center for 
fishing and trade activities (Oceanside Education Foundation nd) 
 
Demographics3 

According to Census 2000 data, Oceanside had a total population of 32,733, up 0.96% 
from a reported population of 32,423 in 1990.  Of this 2000 total, 48.4% were males and 51.6% 
were females.  The median age was 40.2 years and 72.3% of the population was 21 years or 
older while 18.3% was 62 or older. 

The largest population segment in Oceanside (Figure 1) was from the ages of 40-49, but 
the other middle ages of 30-39 and 50-59 were also large.  There were large numbers of children 
as well, indicating that Oceanside had many families.  As is common in smaller fishing towns 
and cities, there is a dip in the ages 20-29.  The older populations are considerably smaller and 
subtly decrease after the age range of 40-49 as age groups increase by decade; it is likely that 
either older, retired residents move out of Oceanside, or that younger residents are migrating here 
for jobs in surrounding areas of New York or within Oceanside itself.   
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Figure 1.  Oceanside’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
The majority of the population was white (95.8%), with 0.6% black or African American, 

1.8% Asian, 0.1% Native American, and 0.01% Pacific Islander or Hawaiian (Figure 3).  Only 
5.9% of the population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (Figure 3).  Residents linked 
their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: Italian (29.0%), Irish (17.9%), 
Polish (7.4%), Russian (7.4%), and other ancestries (23.2%).  With regard to region of birth, 
83.7% were born in New Jersey, 5.1% were born in a different state and 10.6% were born 
outside of the U.S. (including 3.4% who were not United States citizens). 

 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 
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Figure 2.  Racial structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 84.6% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 15.4% in 

homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 5.2% of the population who 
spoke English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census. 

Of the population 25 years and over, 90.1% were high school graduates or higher and 
36.2% had a bachelor’s degree.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 2.8% did not reach 
ninth grade, 7.0% attended some high school but did not graduate, 28.9% completed high school, 
18.2% had some college with no degree, 6.8% received an associate’s degree, 18.4% earned a 
bachelor’s degree, and 17.8% received a graduate or professional degree. 

Although religion percentages are not available through U.S. Census data, according to 
the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) in 2000, the religion with the highest 
number of congregations in Nassau County included Jewish (141 with 207,000 adherents), 
Catholic (67 with 694,389 adherents), Episcopal (42 with 16,153 adherents), United Methodist 
Church (40 with 17,284 adherents), Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (39 with 19,528 
adherents), Assemblies of God (25 with 3,386 adherents), and Presbyterian Church of U.S.A. (21 
with 4,914 adherents). The total numbers of adherents to any religion was down 6.6% from 1990 
(ARDA 2000). 
 



Issues/Processes 
Some of the few commercial fishermen of Freeport (about 4 miles east of Oceanside) 

believe that they are being pushed out of dock space and marinas by the increasing number of 
tourist and pleasure boats, which are also increasing in popularity.  There were three large (65’+) 
full-time trawlers in the year 2000 and a representative of one stated, “We'll be out of here in the 
next five years” (McCay and Cieri 2000). 

The Town’s Shellfish Management program is regulated by the Law and Science 
Divisions.  Bay Constables enforce clam permits and regulate harvest areas.  Commercial 
harvesters that hold permits are allowed 6 bushels of mussels or clams per day, and non-
commercial harvesters are allowed ¼ bushel per day from open waters.  “The Science Division 
manages the town's highly acclaimed clam grow out and seeding program which adds more than 
two million clams to the Town of Hempstead bays annually” (Town of Hempstead nd). 
 
Cultural attributes 

The people of Oceanside have been active in fishing and shellfishing since colonial times.  
Neighboring Freeport, also within the town of Hempstead, hosts a Nautical Festival each year, 
highlighting the past and present of maritime industries in Freeport (Village of Freeport nd).  
Freeport used to have a Seafood Festival but it no longer takes place (McCay and Cieri 2000).  
The South Street Seaport Museum runs the Long Island Marine Education Center in Freeport.  
Both the Freeport Hudson Anglers and the Freeport Tuna Club host fishing tournaments. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 
  According to the U.S. Census 20004, 63.0% (16,021individuals) of the total population 
16 years of age and over were in the labor force (Figure 4), of which 2.8% were unemployed, 
none were in the Armed Forces, and 60.2% were employed. 
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Figure 1.  Employment Structure in 2000 

 
According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes agriculture, 

forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 10 positions or 0.1% of all jobs.  Self 

                                                 
4 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  

http://www.lisec.org/maritime_museums.html
http://www.fhanglers.com/
http://www.ftcfishing.com/


employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 877 positions or 
5.7% of jobs.  Educational, health and social services (28.2%), professional, scientific, 
management, administrative, and waste management services (12.2%), retail trade (11.3%), and 
finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing (10.3%) were the primary industries. 

Median household income in Oceanside was $75,719 (up 28.8% from $53,875 in 1990 
[US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $30,245.  For full-time year round 
workers, males made approximately 27.8% more per year than females. 

The average family in Oceanside consisted of 3.25 persons.  With respect to poverty, 
2.8% of families (up from 1.7% in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and 3.5% of individuals 
earned below the official U.S. Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for individuals 
and ranges from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) 
(US Census Bureau 2000b).  In 2000, 13.6% of all families (of any size) earned less than 
$35,000 per year. 

In 2000, Oceanside had a total of 11,396 housing units of which 98.5% were occupied 
and 81.3% were detached one unit homes.  Only 18.8% of these homes were built before 1940.  
No mobile homes were reported as housing units; 85.5% of detached units have between 2 and 9 
rooms.  In 2000, the median cost for a home in this area was $241,400.  Of vacant housing units, 
0.4% were used for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.  Of occupied units, 11.7% were 
renter occupied. 

 
Government 

The majority of Oceanside is part of the Fourth District of New York and represented by 
Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy.  Portions of Oceanside are also located in the Third District 
of New York and represented by United States Congressman Peter King. 

The Town of Hempstead, in which Oceanside is an unincorporated area, has a Town 
Board structure of government.  The Town Board is made up of a Supervisor (Kate Murray) and 
6 Council Members (Anthony J. Santino, Dorothy L. Goosby, James Darcy, Angie M. Cullin 
Gary Hudes, Edward A. Ambrosino) from six districts (Town of Hempstead nd). 

Fishery involvement in government 
The Town of Hempstead employs Bay Constables from its Department of Conservation 

and Waterways.  Town Bay Constables patrol waterways providing boater assistance, enforcing 
navigation, conservation and marine safety laws, as well as enforcing regulations of the Town’s 
Shellfish Management Program (Town of Hempstead nd). 
 
Institutional 
Fishing associations 

The Freeport Hudson Anglers Inc. hosts an annual Shark Tournament that is the largest 
on the East Coast.  The 2006 tournament was the 34th annual and involved 186 teams.  The FHAI 
began as the Hudson Point Fishing Club in 1966 with the intent “to interest and encourage 
members in all kinds of sport fishing; to support all movements and legislation intended to assist 
in the propagation of salt water fish; to use all legislative methods to protect the interest of rod 
and reel fisherman; to encourage good fellowship and sportsmanship; and to aid in the 
formulation and establishment of sound policies and practices designed to conserve, restore, 
protect and safely regulate the natural resources of our continent.” 

http://www.fhanglers.com/


The Striper Surf Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization established in 1965.  It first began 
in 1951 as a club formed for the purpose of joining striped bass surf fishers in the Long Island 
area, and today remains one of New York State’s oldest active fishing clubs.  The club originated 
on Coney Island, but routinely fishes south of Oceanside, on Long Beach. 

The New York Seafood Council is the largest association representing fishing interests in 
the state.  “The New York Seafood Council (NYSC) is an industry membership organization 
comprised of individuals, businesses, or organizations involved in the harvesting, processing, 
wholesale, distribution or sale of seafood products or services to the seafood industry in New 
York” (NYSC 2008).   

Fishing assistance centers 
Information on assistance centers in Oceanside is unavailable through secondary data 

collection. 

Other fishing related organizations 
 Operation SPLASH (Stop Pollution Littering And Save our Harbors) is a non-profit 
organization based in Freeport addressing waterfront pollution. 
 
Physical 

Oceanside is accessible via car, bus, train and airplane.  The city is located south of Route 
27, at the intersection of Long Beach Road and Atlantic Avenue (MapQuest 2005).  The closest 
public use airports are Sands Point (15mi), Flushing (16mi), and Evers (18mi), and the closest 
carrier certified airports are John F. Kennedy International (9.0mi), Republic (18mi), and La 
Guardia (19mi) (City-Data nd).  Bus stations exist at both JFK Intl and La Guardia airports and 
NY Penn Station.  There is a Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) station in Oceanside at Lawson & 
Weidner Ave.  NY Transit connects to this location via the route to Penn Station, Jamaica, and 
Flatbush Avenue (MTA nd). 

Cities near Oceanside include Rockville Centre (1.9mi), East Rockaway (2.1mi), Bay 
Park (2.2mi), Barnum Island (2.3mi), Baldwin Harbor (2.3mi), and Island Park (2.7mi).  The 
closest city with a population of 50,000-plus is Hempstead (4.9mi), and closest city with 1 
million-plus is New York City (19.8mi) (City-Data nd). 

Bay Park Yacht Marina, property of All Island Marine, is a full service marina located at 
Bay Park in Oceanside.  The marina contains 220 protected finger slips capable of berthing a 
vessel up to 50’ with a 35-ton travelift.  The Bay Park Fishing Station is located at the marina, 
and offers diesel and gasoline fuel, live bait, and tackle. 

The larger surrounding area in the Township of Hempstead contains four marinas:  East 
Marina (184 slips – 1 commercial fishing, 1 commercial diving), West Marina (152 slips – 10 
transient; boat launch), Inwood Marina (66 slips; boat launch), and Guy Lombardo Marina (252 
slips – 10 transient) (Town of Hempstead nd).  Sprague Energy operates a fueling terminal in 
Oceanside, and just began offering biofuels there. 

The Town of Hempstead also contains fishing piers (3) at Guy Lombardo Marina (Guy 
Lombardo Ave., Freeport), West Marina (Lido Blvd., Point Lookout), and Norman J. Levy Park 
& Preserve (Merrick Rd., Merrick) (Town of Hempstead nd). 

http://www.stripersurfclub.com/
http://operationsplash.net/
http://www.mta.nyc.ny.us/lirr/
http://www.allislandmarine.com/home.php
http://www.bayparkfishing.com/
http://www.spragueenergy.com/


INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES5  
Commercial 

Commercial fishing directly linked to Oceanside is minimal, but does exist.  It was 
known that a New Jersey surf clam fisherman docked 6 boats of his fleet in Oceanside and fished 
New York State waters as recent as 2000.  It was also believed that one gill-netter and one 
commercial crabber were fishing out of Oceanside in 2000 (McCay and Cieri 2000). 

Fishing ports exist in the nearby communities of Freeport and Point Lookout; with 
primarily otter trawl fisheries for loligo squid, silver hake, scup, weakfish, bluefish, butterfish, 
flounder and Atlantic mackerel.  There are also minor gillnet fisheries and shellfisheries at these 
ports (McCay and Cieri 2000). 

Landings for Oceanside were not reported at the port level for the years 1997-2003.  
Oceanside had over $3.3 million in landings in 2004.  In 2005 landings had declined to just 
under $750,000, but were back over $2 million in 2006.  The vast majority of these landings 
were from the surf clam and ocean quahog Fisheries Management Plan (FMP) species grouping 
(Table 1).  The value of fishing for home port vessels declined from over $500,000 in 1997 down 
to just over $50,000 by 2000, but then increased to a high of $4.3 million in 2004.  In 2003-2005, 
when the level of home port fishing saw a large increase, the number of vessels home ported here 
increase as well, from a low of two in 1999 to sixteen by 2005.  However, the number of vessels 
with owners living in Oceanside remained relatively constant over this time period (Table 2).  
This seems to imply that vessels which had been home ported elsewhere have been moving to 
Oceanside and landing their catch here, perhaps from Freeport, which experienced a decline in 
home ported vessels during this time period.  
 
Landings by Species 
Table 1.  Dollar value of Federally Managed Groups of landing in Oceanside, NY 

  Average from 2004-2006 2006 only

Surf Clams, Ocean Quahog 2,064,942 2,137,756
Lobster 5,684 14,392
Other6   5,375 9,598
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass  4,157 6,752
Bluefish 122 186

                                                 
5In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state 
landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not 
be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual 
port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at 
the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the 
county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where 
aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new individual codes.  
Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the individual ports, so 
port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes exist, 
especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate 
these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile 
may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS 
database. 
6 “Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group 



 
Vessels by Year7 
Table 2.  All columns represent vessel permits or landings value combined between 1997-2006 

Year 
 # Vessels  

(home ported) 
# Vessels 

(owner's city)
Level of fishing 

home port ($) 
Level of fishing 
landed port ($)

1997 5 5 538,006 NOT RECORDED

1998 4 4 212,960 NOT RECORDED

1999 2 3 CONFIDENTIAL NOT RECORDED

2000 3 3 53,504 NOT RECORDED

2001 6 2 1,814,400 NOT RECORDED

2002 8 3 1,132,543 NOT RECORDED

2003 12 4 2,712,776 NOT RECORDED

2004 13 4 4,312,613 3,326,438
2005 16 5 2,715,030 745,720
2006 15 5 1,977,217 2,168,684

(Note: # Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence8  
Level of fishing home port ($) = Landed value of fisheries associated with home ported vessels  
Level of fishing landed port ($) = Landed value of fisheries landed in location)  
Data is confidential in years where port has fewer than three home ported vessels  
 
Recreational 

Bay Park Fishing Station located at the Bay Park Yacht Marina is home to several 
recreational fishing charters operating out of Oceanside.  Charters include:  No Time Charters 
(No Time, Capt. Nick Savene), Norma Fishing Charters (The Norma, Capt. Billy Straub), My 
Joyce Fishing Charters (My Joyce and My Joyce II, Capt. Kenny Hejducek), and Jesse James 
Charters (Jesse James, Capt. Jack).  Charters target bluefish, striped bass, blackfish, weakfish, 
tuna, shark, and all bottom fish. 
 
Subsistence 

Information on subsistence fishing in Oceanside is either unavailable through secondary 
data collection or the practice does not exist. 

FUTURE 
The few commercial fishermen of Freeport (~4 miles East of Oceanside) believe that they 

are being pushed out of dock space and marinas by the increasing popularity and number of 
tourist and pleasure boats (McCay and Cieri 2000).  Some of these fishermen are perhaps 
moving to Oceanside. 
 

                                                 
7 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application 
forms.  These may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when 
docked. 
8 The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning their 
permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from 
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits. 

http://www.bayparkfishing.com/
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