POINT PLEASANT and POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NJ!
Community Profile?

PEOPLE AND PLACES
Regional orientation

The community of Point Pleasant (40.08°N, 74.07°W) is located in Ocean County in
the state of New Jersey. Point Pleasant encompasses the adjacent boroughs of Point Pleasant
and Point Pleasant Beach and is situated 16 miles from Toms River. Due to the close relation
between Point Pleasant and Point Pleasant Beach with regard to the commercial and
recreational fishing industries, they are being considered here as a single community.
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Map 1. Location of Point Pleasant, NJ (US Census Bureau 2000a)
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Map 2. Location of Point Pleasant Beach, NJ (US Census Bureau 2000a)

! These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) for
fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for Social Impact
Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for National Standard 8 of the

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information on minorities and low income
populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice.

2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the auspices

of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information contact
Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.”
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Historical/Background

The first community in the Point Pleasant area was called Lovelandtown, and was
made up of settlers who fished, clammed, hunted, and otherwise subsisted from the bay
environment. The first of the Lovelands probably arrived in the 1810s, and were proficient in
boat building, fishing, decoy carving, guiding and gunning (NJDA nd). Over the years, Point
Pleasant has transitioned from an existence as a summer resort town to becoming a family
and community of about 19,000 year-round residents (Borough of Point Pleasant nd). Point
Pleasant Beach, NJ, located 1.5 miles from Point Pleasant, is known as a destination for
recreational fishermen. Some of the most popular areas to fish are: the Manasquan Inlet
Wall, which produces fish year round as it connects the Atlantic to the Manasquan River; the
Manasquan River itself; and the “Canal” connecting the Manasquan River to the upper
Barnegat Bay (NJMetroNET Inc nd). Point Pleasant supports a large recreational fishing
fleet (Monmouth County nd), and a small commercial fleet targeting fluke, squid, silver and
red hake, and scallops (mostly in local waters) and surfclams. Though the surfclam fishery
was pioneered here and surf clams continue to be landed, there are no longer any processing
plants in Point Pleasant (NJ Fishing nd).

Demographics®

Point Pleasant - According to Census 2000 data®, Point Pleasant had a total population of
19,306, up 6.2% from the reported population of 18,177 in 1990. Of this 2000 total, 49.1%
were male and 50.9% were female. The median age was 39.4 years and 73.5% of the
population was 21 years or older while 17.2% was 62 or older.

Point Pleasant’s age structure (Figure 1) showed a preponderance of the 30 to 49
years age groups. The age group of 20-29 year old residents was smaller compared to the
other age groups, showing that apparently young people are leaving the community after high
school.
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Figure 1. Point Pleasants population structure by sex in 2000

% While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have used 2000
data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities.

4 These and all census data, unless otherwise referenced, can be found at U.S. Census: American Factfinder 2000
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html; census data used are for Point Pleasant borough and Point Pleasant Beach
borough; (accessed June 28, 2007)
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The majority of the population was white (97.8%) with 0.3% of residents black or
African American, 0.5% Asian, 0.1% Native American, and none Pacific Islander or
Hawaiian (see Figure 2). Only 2.4% of the population identified themselves as
Hispanic/Latino (see Figure 3). Residents linked their background to a number of different
ancestries including: Irish (32.7%), Italian (25.2%), German (21.5%), English (10%), and
Polish (10%). With regard to region of birth, 79.7% were born in New Jersey, 16.5% were
born in a different state and 3.1% were born outside of the U.S. (including 1.1% who were
not United States citizens).
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Figure 2. Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000a)
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Figure 3. Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000a)

For 94.5% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 5.5% in
homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 0.9% of the population
who spoke English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census.

Of the population 25 years and over, 88.5% were high school graduates or higher and
27.8% had a bachelor’s degree or higher. Again of the population 25 years and over, 2.6%
did not reach ninth grade, 8.8% attended some high school but did not graduate, 34.7%
completed high school, 20.2% had some college with no degree, 5.8% received an associate’s
degree, 20.1% earned a bachelor’s degree, and 7.7% received a graduate or professional
degree.



Point Pleasant Beach - According to Census 2000 data, Point Pleasant Beach had a total
population of 5,314, up 4.0% from a reported population of 5,112 in 1990. Of this 2000 total,
50.4% were male and 49.6% were female. The median age was 42.6 years and 78.1% of the
population was 21 years or older while 21.6% was 62 or older.

Point Pleasant Beach’s age structure (see Figure 4) was similar to that of Point
Pleasant in that it showed a preponderance of those in the 30 to 59 year age groups. Again,
like Point Pleasant, the age group of 20-29 was small compared to the other age groups,
showing that apparently young people are leaving the community after high school. The
median age, however, was three years older, and a higher percentage of the population was
over 62, indicating that Point Pleasant Beach may be more of a retirement community.
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Figure 4. Population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000a)

Like Point Pleasant, the majority of the population was white (96.7%) with 0.5% of
residents black or African American, 1.0% Asian, 0.3% Native American, and 0.02% Pacific
Islander or Hawaiian (see Figure 5). Only 4.4% of the population identified themselves as
Hispanic/Latino (see Figure 6). Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different
ancestries including: Irish (28.5%), Italian (22.2%), German (19.5%), English (13.8%), and
Polish (8.4%). With regard to region of birth, 68.6% were born in New Jersey, 24.7% were
born in a different state and 5.8% were born outside of the U.S. (including 3.4% who were
not United States citizens).

For 90.5% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 9.5% in
homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 3.4% of the population
who spoke English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census.

Of the population 25 years and over, 87.1% were high school graduates or higher and
34.1% had a bachelor’s degree or higher. Again of the population 25 years and over, 3.8%
did not reach ninth grade, 9.1% attended some high school but did not graduate, 24.3%
completed high school, 21.3% had some college with no degree, 7.5% received an associate’s
degree, 22.5% earned a bachelor’s degree, and 11.6% received either a graduate or
professional degree.
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Figure 5. Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000a)
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Figure 6. Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

Although religion percentages are not available through the U.S. Census, according to
the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) in 2000, the religion with the highest
number of congregations and adherents in Ocean County was Catholic with 33 congregations
and 212,482 adherents. Other prominent congregations in the county were Jewish (35 with
11,500 adherents), and the United Methodist Church (28 with 9,534 adherents). The total
number of adherents to any religion was up 21.9% from 1990 (ARDA 2000).

Issues/Processes

In 2005 a Virginia company was pushing to open the waters off New Jersey for
pursuing menhaden with seine nets, an idea to which recreational fishermen were strongly
opposed. Menhaden are a favorite bait fish for striped bass fishermen, and menhaden are also
an important food source for striped bass (Asbury Park Press 2005).

There had been discussions in 2004 about further limiting the catch of certain
recreationally targeted species, including striped bass (Freda 2004) and winter flounder,
greatly concerning those involved in the recreational fishing business, whether as party boat
captains or bait sellers. The Recreational Fishing Alliance has played a large role in lobbying
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and the State to minimize restrictions for
the economic health of the recreational fishery (Moran 2005).



Cultural attributes

Festival of the Sea is an event held every September since 1975, where area
restaurants present local seafood dishes. The Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat
Association holds the yearly two-day Mako Mania, considered by many to be the premier
shark-fishing tournament in New Jersey.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Current Economy

The majority of the docks, bait and tackle shops, and other infrastructure for the
commercial fishing industry are located in Point Pleasant Beach. However, because real
estate is likely to be much more expensive within the borough of Point Pleasant Beach, the
majority of fishermen are likely to live in the borough of Point Pleasant. Point Pleasant,
located along the Manasquan Inlet, is also in itself an important destination for recreational
fishing, with numerous boats docked in Point Pleasant along the river.

Point Pleasant - According to the U.S. Census 2000°, 66.5% (10,113 individuals) of the total
population 16 years of age and over were in the labor force (see Figure 7), of which 2.5%
were unemployed, 0.1% were in the Armed Forces, and 63.9% were employed.
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Figure 7. Employment structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 31 positions or 0.3% of
all jobs. Self employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for
619 positions or 6.4% of jobs. Educational health and social services (23.4%), retail trade
(12.4%), construction (10.9%), professional, scientific, management, administrative and
waste management services (9.3%), arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food
services (8.2%), and finance, insurance, real estate and rental and leasing (7%) were the
primary industries.

Median household income in Point Pleasant was $55,987 (up 37.3% from $40,798 in
1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $25,715. For full-time
year round workers, males made approximately 54.5% more per year than females.

® Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability
among communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly
since 2000.
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The average family in Point Pleasant consisted of 3.06 persons. With respect to
poverty, 2% of families (up from 1.6% in 1990) and 3.2% of individuals earned below the
official U.S. Census poverty threshold. This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and ranges
from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) (US
Census Bureau 2000b). In 2000, 15.9% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000
per year.

In 2000, Point Pleasant had a total of 8,350 housing units of which 90.5% were
occupied and 83.1% were detached one unit homes. Less than 10% (8%) of these homes
were built before 1940. Mobile homes, vans, boats accounted for none of the housing units;
92.2% of detached units had between 2 and 9 rooms. In 2000, the median cost for a home in
this area was $160,100. Of vacant housing units, 6.4% were used for seasonal, recreational,
or occasional use. Of occupied units 20.2% were renter occupied.

Point Pleasant Beach - Much of the economy of Point Pleasant and Point Pleasant Beach is
based on tourism, and a substantial segment of the tourist population travel to this area to
fish. Even during the winter, Point Pleasant will sometimes maintain some tourism during
years when fish are more plentiful during the winter months (Stoffle et al. 2008). The largest
employers in Point Pleasant Beach are mostly related to the tourist industry: Jenkinson’s
Beach and Boardwalk (with a beach, amusement rides, aquarium, night club, and
restaurants), Meridian Health Center, Food Town, Chef’s International (restaurant chain), and
motels.® The most significant sources of employment in Point Pleasant, by contrast, are
banks and car dealerships.’

According to the U.S. Census 2000%, 58.7% (2,617 individuals) of the total
population 16 years of age and over were in the labor force (see Figure 8), of which 3.1%
were unemployed, none were in the Armed Forces, and 55.6% were employed.
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Figure 8. Employment structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000)

¢ Personal Communication, Point Pleasant Beach Chamber of Commerce, 2810 Bridge Ave., Point Pleasant
Beach, NJ 08742, 6/24/05

" Personal Communication, Point Pleasant Chamber of Commerce, 2803 Bridge Ave., Point Pleasant, NJ 08742,
6/27/05

& Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability
among communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly
since 2000.



According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes
agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 65 positions or 2.6% of
all jobs. Self employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for
104 positions or 4.4% of jobs. Educational health and social services (19.2%), arts,
entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services (14.6%), retail trade (11.8%),
public administration (10.2%), professional, scientific, management, administrative and
waste management services (9.4%), and finance, insurance, real estate and rental and leasing
(7.2%) were the primary industries.

Median household income in Point Pleasant Beach was $51,105 (up 48.9% from
$34,799 in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $27,853. For
full-time year round workers, males made approximately 8.0% more per year than females
(significantly different than in Point Pleasant).

The average family in Point Pleasant Beach consisted of 2.96 persons. With respect
to poverty, 5% of families (up from 1.6% in 1990) and 6.1% of individuals earned below the
official U.S. Census poverty threshold. This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and ranges
from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) (US
Census Bureau 2000b). In 2000, 18.3% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000
per year.

In 2000, Point Pleasant Beach had a total of 3,558 housing units, of which 65.1%
were occupied and 68.5% were detached one unit homes. Less than one third (28.4%) of
these homes were built before 1940. Mobile homes, vans, boats accounted for none of the
total housing units; 83.9% of detached units had between 2 and 9 rooms. In 2000, the median
cost for a home in this area was $223,600. Of vacant housing units, 26.6% were used for
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. Of occupied units 37.1% were renter occupied.

Government

The City of Point Pleasant operates under the Council/Manager form of government.
There are six members of Council, in addition to the Mayor. The Mayor has a four-year
term, and the Council has staggered three-year terms (Borough of Point Pleasant nd).

Fishery involvement in government
Information on fishery involvement in government in Point Pleasant is unavailable
through secondary data collection.

Institutional
Fishing associations

The Fishermen's Dock Cooperative on Channel Drive in Point Pleasant Beach is one
of two active fishing cooperatives in New Jersey. Incorporated as a cooperative in the early
1950s, the “Co-op” is an integral part of the waterfront community of Point Pleasant Beach.
The Co-op markets its members’ catch, and offers them fuel, packing, and ice at a discounted
rate. Becoming a member of the Co-op is difficult; it requires a vacancy and proof of being
an able fishermen, as well as the purchase of a share in the Co-op (McCay et al. 1995). Many
existing members of the Co-op are the sons of the original founders, and some are third or
fourth generation fishermen (NJ Fishing nd).

Garden State Seafood Association in Trenton is a statewide organization of
commercial fishermen and fishing companies, related businesses and individuals working in
common cause to promote the interests of the commercial fishing industry and seafood
consumers in New Jersey.

The Jersey Coast Anglers Association (JCAA) is an association of over 75 saltwater
fishing clubs throughout the state. Founded in 1981, the purpose of the organization is to
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unite and represent marine sport anglers to work towards common goals. The JCAA website
(www.jcaa.org) also provides links for many NJ anglers associations.

Fishing assistance centers
Information on fishing assistance centers in Point Pleasant is unavailable through
secondary data collection.

Other fishing related organizations

The Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat Association in Township was formed in
1981. Its goals are: “To enhance the recreational fishing industry on the Manasquan River,
and to aid in the improvement of the coastal fishery and collectively voice concerns on
marine conservation and environmental issues”

The Manasquan River Watershed Association is a non-profit organization focused on
protecting and restoring the Manasquan River through public education, restoration, and
regional planning initiatives.

Physical

Point Pleasant is within easy reach of Newark Airport and Port Newark/ Elizabeth and
only a bridge crossing away from both New York and Philadelphia (NJ Fishing nd).
Specifically, Point Pleasant is located about 42 miles from Trenton, NJ and 67 miles from
New York City. Point Pleasant is only a few miles from the Garden State Parkway which
links to major highways such as 1-195. The borough is about 2 miles from the open Atlantic
Ocean, and is in close proximity to a portion of the large Barneget Bay. New Jersey Transit
provides service from Point Pleasant to throughout the state and region. Because of its large
recreational fishing component, there are many bait and tackle stores in town (Ocean City
Maryland 1997; Okuma Fishing Tackle Co 2004).

INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES?®
Commercial

The fleet of the Fishermen’s Dock Cooperative is comprised mostly of smaller
draggers, up to about 80 feet in length. They fish mostly in the New York Bight, in mixed
trawl fisheries. “They primarily target fluke, silver hake and squid but in the past have also
had significant landings of winter flounder, bluefish, monkfish and scallop. While most of
the Co-op member's harvest is sold to wholesale markets in the Mid-Atlantic States and
Southern New England, a significant amount makes its way directly to consumers via the
seafood market and restaurant adjacent to the dock.” Members of the Co-op recently got
together to raise $1 million for necessary repairs to their dock (Stoffle et al. 2008).

% In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and
state landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish
may not be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have
individual port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports
were coded at the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports. Where landings were
coded at the county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000. 3)
Where aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new
individual codes. Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the
individual ports, so port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual
port codes exist, especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level. Here again it is
impossible to disaggregate these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases,
the per port data in this profile may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are
accounted for in the overall NMFS database.
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The development of the shellfishery here has been very important to maintaining a
commercial fishing industry in Point Pleasant. Point Pleasant Beach was listed as the eighth
largest commercial fishing port on the East Coast in 2003. There were no landings values
listed for Point Pleasant Beach; home port landings values and data on vessels have been
combined for Point Pleasant and Point Pleasant Beach here. The landings values for Point
Pleasant show the highest value species as surf clams and ocean quahogs, followed by
scallops and summer flounder, scup, black sea bass (see Table 1). The value of the sea
scallop fishery was much higher in 2006 than in the 10-year average. Other fisheries have
declined in both the commercial and recreational sectors resulting from both a decrease in
catches and an increase in regulation, and facilities previously used for processing finfish are
now used for offloading and trucking quahogs and surfclams. The ocean quahogs and
scallops as well as most of the surfclams are trucked away elsewhere for shucking, as Point
Pleasant no longer has a processing plant here with the exception of a small facility where
some surfclams are shucked by hand. Otter trawls and gillnetting continue to be important
for this fleet as well, and other important species include monkfish, Loligo squid, and
summer flounder (Stoffle et al. 2008). Despite declining catches in some areas, the overall
value of this fishery increased for both home-ported vessels and the value of landings brought
into Point Pleasant from 1997-2006 (see Table 2). The number of vessels and the level of
fishing increased over the 10-year time period for Point Pleasant and Point Pleasant Beach.

Landings by Species
Table 1. Dollar value by Federally Managed Groups of landings in Point Pleasant

Surf Clams, Ocean Quahog 9,252,589 8,342,197
Scallop 3,931,203 7,875,964
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass 1,782,580 2,657,675
Monkfish 1,515,511 888,104
Lobster 800,994 1,322,967
Other™ 704,087 326,210
Squid, Mackerel, Butterfish 555,114 584,369
Largemesh Groundfish™ 354,799 456,840
Smallmesh Groundfish®? 250,357 66,052
Dogfish 132,702 0
Bluefish 97,360 69,352
Skate 37,860 36,549
Tilefish 2,757 CONFIDENTIAL
Herring 374 3,088

19 «Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group

1 argemesh groundfish: cod, winter flounder, yellowtail flounder, American plaice, sand-dab flounder,
haddock, white hake, redfish, and pollock

12 Smallmesh multi-species: red hake, ocean pout, mixed hake, black whiting, silver hake (whiting)




Vessels by Year®
Table 2. All columns represent vessel permits or landings value combined between 1997-2006 for
Point Pleasant / Point Pleasant Beach

Year # Vessels # Vessel_s Level of fishing Level of fishing
(home ported) (owner's city) home port ($) landed port ($)
1997 66 28 6,172,651 16,905,177
1998 58 24 8,171,193 16,712,151
1999 63 23 10,612,851 17,862,091
2000 71 26 9,855,759 17,769,138
2001 78 27 8,245,705 18,924,389
2002 79 27 8,897,148 22,849,561
2003 71 29 10,994,699 22,849,561
2004 71 27 12,732,616 19,222,163
2005 72 24 15,733,873 21,653,319
2006 71 26 17,164,411 22,632,286

# Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport

# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence™

Level of fishing home port ($) = Landed value of fisheries associated with home ported vessels
Level of fishing landed port ($) = Landed value of fisheries landed in location

Recreational

Point Pleasant is the most important community in New Jersey for recreational
fishing. Fishermen travel from all over the state and beyond to fish from the numerous party
and charter boats, from their own private recreational boats, or to participate in surf-fishing
from several key spots. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division
of Fish and Wildlife, which licenses party and charter boats, lists 29 for Point Pleasant and
Point Pleasant Beach (Giordan et al. 2000), but in some cases fishermen may own a charter
license but rarely if ever use their boat for charter trips (Stoffle et al. 2008). There are at least
18 charter boats listed as members of the Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat Association.
Between 2001- 2005, there were 40 charter and party vessels making 8,032 total trips
registered in NMFS logbook data by charter and party vessels in Point Pleasant carrying a
total of 161,601 anglers.

In New Jersey, the charter/party fleet is the largest on east coast. Many vessels are
over 120ft long and carry over 150 people.™

Subsistence

Some owners of charter and party boats claim that before the bag limits for
recreational fishing were increased, many of their clientele were coming fishing primarily as
a means of consumption rather than sport, but that the clientele has shifted to represent more
tourists fishing for the fun of it (Stoffle et al. 2008).

3 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application
forms. These may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when
docked.

% The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning
their permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits.

1> Community Review Comments, Bruce Freeman, NJ Coast Anglers Association, 1201 Route 37 East, Suite 9,
Toms River, NJ 08753, October 2, 2007
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FUTURE
Information on future plans or people’s perception of the future in Point Pleasant is
unavailable through secondary data collection.
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