
BAYBORO, NC1 
Community Profile2 
 
PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Regional orientation 

Bayboro (35.14º N, -76.77º W) is located on the Bay River in Pamlico County in the New 
Bern Metro area of North Carolina.  The Bay River flows to the Atlantic Ocean and is a 
navigable waterway from the town to the Atlantic Ocean (USGS 2008). 
 

 
Map 1.  Location of Bayboro, NC (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
Historical/Background 

The area around Bayboro was originally inhabited by the Pampticoe Indians.  They 
named the area “Tataku,” or “where the land and sea meet the sky.”  Pamlico County was slow 
to be settled because of its location on the end of an isolated peninsula (Pamlico County 
Chamber of Commerce 2007).  Bayboro was first settled in 1881 and named for the Bay River.  
The narrow river is a navigable way into the town itself.  Once incorporated, Bayboro became 
the county seat.  In 1887 the courthouse for the county was relocated to Bayboro from Stonewall.  
Most likely due to its location on the river, Bayboro was the first town in the county to have 
town water (Discover Pamlico County 2007).   

                                                 
1 These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements 
(EISs) for fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for 
Social Impact Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for 
National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information 
on minorities and low income populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice. 
2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the 
auspices of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information 
contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.” 

mailto:Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov


Demographics3 
According to Census 2000 data, Bayboro had a total population of 741, up 5.3% from the 

reported population of 704 in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990).  Of this 2000 total, 48.7% were 
male and 51.3% were female.  The median age was 41.0 years and 71.7% of the population was 
21 years or older while 21.6% was 62 or older.  

The population structure of Bayboro (Figure 1) shows a sharp spike in the male 
population for the 10-19 age grouping, 20-29 age grouping, and the 40-49 age grouping.  In the 
remainder of the age groups, women out number men significantly. 
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Figure 1.  Bayboro’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
The majority of the population was black or African American (51.4%), with 46.9% of 

residents white, 0.4% Asian, 0.4% Native American, and none Pacific Islander or Hawaiian 
(Figure 2).  Only 1.5% of the total population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (Figure 
3).  Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: English 
(6.0%), Irish (2.7%), Scottish (1.3%), and German (1.1%).  With regard to region of birth, 78.5% 
were born in North Carolina, 20.7% were born in a different state and 0.8% were born outside of 
the U.S. (including 0.4% who were not United States citizens). 
 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 
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Figure 2.  Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 94.1% of the population, only English is spoken in the home, leaving 5.9% in homes 

where a language other than English is spoken, and including 1.3% of the population who speak 
English less than 'very well' according to the 2000 Census. 

Of the population 25 years and over, 71.6% were high school graduates or higher and 
13.3% had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 9.1% did 
not reach ninth grade, 19.3% attended some high school but did not graduate, 28.2% completed 
high school, 25.5% had some college with no degree, 4.6% received an associate’s degree, 7.3% 
earned a bachelor’s degree, and 6.0% received either their graduate or professional degree. 

Although religion percentages are not available through the U.S. Census, according to the 
Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) in 2000, the religion with the highest number of 
congregations and adherents in Pamlico County was United Methodist with 8 congregations and 
1,410 adherents.  Other prominent congregations in the county were Original Free Will Baptists 
(8 with 1,070 adherents), Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) (3 with 492 adherents), and 
Southern Baptist Convention (3 with 492 adherents).  The total number of adherents to any 



religion was down 17.0% from 1990 (ARDA 2000). 
 
Issues/Processes 

Shrimp fishermen along the North Carolina coast have suffered because of decreasing 
prices of shrimp, resulting from an increase of foreign farmed shrimp on the market. North 
Carolina shrimp fishermen are working to promote their wild-caught shrimp to create a niche 
market and higher prices for their product (NCSG 2005).  The North Carolina Division of 
Marine Fisheries was discussing minimum size limits for the shrimp that could be taken by 
trawlers, noting that foreign imports have cornered the market on small shrimp (Smith 2005).    

Crab fishermen along North Carolinas eastern coast have also seen an increase in 
competition from the global market, with an influx of imported crab meat from around the world.  
Many local crab processors are unable to compete and are losing profit (NCSG 2002). 
 
Cultural attributes 

The Bayboro Blue Crab Festival is held in August in the Bayboro City Park.  This 
festival offers food, crafts, and entertainment (Pamlico Chamber of Commerce 2007a). 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 

The top employers in Bayboro include: Pamlico County School District (298 employees 
throughout the county); Pamlico Corrections in Bayboro (200 employees); and the Pamlico 
County government (145 employees) (Pamlico County 2007). 

According to the U.S. Census 2000, 55.1% (329 individuals) of the total population 16 
years of age and over were in the labor force (Figure 4), of which 3.5% were unemployed, none 
were in the Armed Forces, and 51.6% were employed.   
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Figure 1.  Employment Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 

http://www.co.pamlico.nc.us/client_resources/pdfs/planning-econdev/pamlico%20principal%20employers1.pdf


According to Census 2000 data4, jobs in the census grouping which includes agriculture, 
forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 25 positions or 8.1% of all jobs.  Self 
employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 45 positions or 
14.6% of jobs.  Education, health, and social services (16.9%), retail trade (14.6%), arts, 
entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services (13.6%), and manufacturing 
(12.7%), were the primary industries.  

Median household income in Bayboro was $26,563 (up 38.4% from $10,208 in 1990 [US 
Census Bureau 1990]) and per capita income was $13,709.  For full-time year round workers, 
males made approximately 19.2% more per year than females. 

The average family in Bayboro consisted of 2.97 persons.  With respect to poverty, 
22.3% of families (unchanged from 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and 28.5% of individuals 
earn below the official U.S. Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for individuals 
and ranges from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) 
(US Census Bureau 2000b).   In 2000, 48.0% of all families (of any size) earned less than 
$35,000 per year.  

In 2000, Bayboro had a total of 339 housing units of which 91.2% were occupied and 
53.7% were detached one unit homes.  Less than five percent (4.1%) of these homes were built 
before 1940.  Mobile homes, boats, vans, RVs, etc. accounted for 40.1% of the total housing 
units; 93.5% of detached units have between 2 and 9 rooms.  In 2000, the median cost for a home 
in this area was $72,000.  Of vacant housing units, 10.3% were used for seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use.  Of occupied units 26.9% were renter occupied. 
 
Government 

Bayboro is the county seat for Pamlico County.  The county is run by an elected board of 
officials and a county manager (Pamlico County North Carolina 2007). 
    
Fishery involvement in government 

Information on fishery involvement in government in Bayboro is unavailable through 
secondary data collection. 
 
Institutional 
Fishing associations 

The North Carolina Fisheries Association has been supporting fishing families since 
1952, with the goal “to celebrate and preserve commercial fishing families, heritage, and 
seafood” in North Carolina.  This is achieved through lobbying federal, state, and local 
legislators and through public awareness projects.   
  
Fishing assistance centers 

The Small Business Center of Pamlico Community College is located in Bayboro.  They 
offer free counseling for new and existing businesses on starting and maintaining a small 
business. 

The Trade Adjustment Assistance for Farmers (TAA) program has provided business 
education to shrimpers in the state to assist them in recent changes in the market of shrimp, and 
also provided some training to shrimpers to exit the business if they chose (NCSG 2005). 
                                                 
4 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  

http://www.ncfish.org/aboutncfa.htm
http://www.sbcn.nc.gov/localSBC/pamlico/default.aspx
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/taa.asp


Other fishing related organizations 
Information on other fishing related organizations in Bayboro is unavailable through 

secondary data collection. 
 
Physical 

Although not situated directly on the Atlantic, Bayboro has access to the open ocean 
through Bay River and Pamlico Sound.  There are several airports near Bayboro.  They include; 
Cherry Point MCAS/Cunningham Field; Craven County Regional and Pitt-Greenville; Michael J 
Smithfield; Warren Field; and Plymouth Municipal Airport.  Route 55 runs into the center of 
Bayboro and Route 306 runs through the western portion of the town (Citydata.com 2007). 

There are also many marinas in Bayboro including; Point Marina; Paradise Cove Marina; 
Oriental Harbor Marina; Point Marina Inc.; Hobucken Marina; Minnesott Beach Marina; 
Wayfarers Cove Marina; Northwest creek Marina Inc.; Duck Creek Marina; Lowland Marina; 
Gallery Stores & Marina; Bridgepointe Marina; and Matthews Point Marina. 
 
INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES5 
Commercial 

According to an online magazine for Pamlico County, “estimates vary, but as much as 
10% of Pamlico County’s total population is directly or indirectly involved in the commercial 
fishing industry.”  There are not only fishermen who return a variety of landings, but processors, 
distributors, and manufactures as well (Discover Pamlico County 2007).  The “Bayboro 
Dehydrating Company processes, or recycles, crab shells into crab meal that is used mainly in 
animal feed.”  It was started as a solution to shell disposal when dumping them into the ocean 
became illegal (Donald 2002).  Additionally, Gaskill Seafood Company is a seafood processing 
plant located in Bayboro. 

The most valuable landings in Bayboro in on average for 1997-2006 were in the “other” 
species category, which includes penaeid shrimp, a valuable species in Bayboro in some years 
(Table 1).  Overall, the value of fishing was much higher for home ported vessels in Bayboro 
than the total value of landings for Bayboro in most years, meaning some of Bayboro’s vessels 
are probably landing their catch elsewhere.  The level of home ported fishing reached its highest 
point in 2004, at $2.7 million, yet the landings in Bayboro were at just under $150,000 in the 
same year.  The highest level of landings in Bayboro, by contrast, was in 2000, worth over 
$600,000.  The number of vessels home ported in Bayboro varied from one in 1997 and 1998, to 
six in 2002, 2003, and 2006.  The number of vessels with owners living in Bayboro was also at 
its highest in 2002 (Table 2).    
                                                 
5 In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state 
landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not 
be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual 
port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at 
the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the 
county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where 
aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new individual codes.  
Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the individual ports, so 
port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes exist, 
especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate 
these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile 
may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS 
database. 

http://www.pamlicodirectory.com/viewcat.php?category_id=14


  
Landings by Species 
Table 1.  Dollar value of Federally Managed Groups of landing in Bayboro 

  Average from 1997-2006

Other6   167,068
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass  95,626
Monkfish 1,335
Scallop 321
Squid, Mackerel, Butterfish 64
Largemesh Groundfish7 1
Bluefish 1
 
Vessels by Year8 
Table 2.  All columns represent vessel permits or landings value combined between 1997-2006 

Year # Vessels 
(home ported) 

# Vessels 
(owner's city) 

Level of fishing 
home port ($) 

Level of fishing 
landed port ($) 

1997 1 4 CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL 
1998 1 4 CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL 
1999 5 5 862,451 507,960 
2000 5 4 935,461 618,096 
2001 5 5 1,044,914 209,361 
2002 6 6 1,306,679 332,737 
2003 6 5 1,995,302 243,607 
2004 5 5 2,704,386 149,612 
2005 5 4 717,771 102,842 
2006 6 8 1,519,863 24 

# Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence9  
Level of fishing home port ($) = Landed value of fisheries associated with home ported vessels  
Level of fishing landed port ($) = Landed value of fisheries landed in location  
Confidential = Value information is confidential in ports with fewer than three vessels  
 
Recreational 

Bayboro and the rest of Pamlico County are very popular for sport and recreational 
fishing.  There are species all year round which can be caught making it an enticing location for 
fishermen.  The chamber of commerce in Pamlico County boasts: “So fish Pamlico County, big 

                                                 
6 “Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group 
7 Largemesh groundfish: cod, winter flounder, yellowtail flounder, American plaice, sand-dab flounder, haddock, 
white hake, redfish, and pollock 
8 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application 
forms.  These may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when 
docked. 
9 The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning their 
permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from 
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits. 



water, small crowds and a bunch of fish (Pamlico Chamber of Commerce 2007)!” 
 
Subsistence 

Information on subsistence fishing in Bayboro is either unavailable through secondary 
data collection or the practice does not exist. 
 
FUTURE 

Bayboro is considering the widening of one of its roads N.C. 55 in anticipation of 
population growth in Pamlico County (Hall 2006). 
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