
MARBLEHEAD, MA1 
Community Profile2 

PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Regional orientation 

Marblehead (42.5°N, 70.86°W) is located in Essex County, in the Boston-Cambridge-
Quincy metro area (USGS 2008).  Marblehead is on the Massachusetts Bay and Salem Harbor. 

 

 
Map 1.  Location of Marblehead, MA (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
Historical/Background 

Marblehead was first settled in 1629 and was incorporated in 1649.  The town was 
originally a fishing village.  Fish were dried and exported abroad, as well as to the neighboring 
port of Salem.  Prior to the American Revolution, the town reached an economic peak as local 
merchants sold the salted cod directly to the market. In the 1770s Marblehead was the sixth most 
prosperous town in the American colonies. A large percentage of the town took part in the 
Revolutionary War. General John Glover’s regiment was important to Washington’s first victory 
at Trenton in 1776, and because of this and other amphibious maneuvers is considered by many 
as the forerunner of the Navy.  The first vessel commissioned for the navy, the Hannah, was 
owned by Glover and her crew was from Marblehead. Sixty two known privateering vessels 
sailed out of Marblehead to attack British ships. By the end of the American Revolution 

                                                 
1 These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements 
(EISs) for fisheries management actions. They also provide baseline information from which to begin research for 
Social Impact Assessments (SIAs). Further, they provide information relevant to general community impacts for 
National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and information 
on minorities and low income populations for Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 on Environmental Justice. 
2 For purposes of citation please use the following template: “Community Profile of Town, ST. Prepared under the 
auspices of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center. For further information 
contact Lisa.L.Colburn@noaa.gov.” 
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however, Marblehead’s fleet and men were in ruins, and the town had lost a substantial portion 
of their population and the economy. 

During the 1700s, a large number of colonial vessels traveled between Marblehead and 
the West Indies, Europe, and other English colonies.  The area's rich natural resources mainly 
timber and fish, were exported to coastal America, European, and West Indies markets.  Salt, 
hemp, rum, fruit, sugar and molasses were imported in exchange.  In the 1730s, a smallpox 
epidemic devastated the town and killed the majority of the board of selectmen.  For most of the 
nineteenth century Marblehead sent fishing schooners to the Grand Banks to fish, and the town’s 
economy revolved around fishing and related businesses such as sail lofts, rope walks and ship 
building. Marblehead had a short industrial boom in the late 1800s as yachting and shoe-making 
factories became the major industries.  The shoe industry was quite productive, until two fires in 
1877 and 1888 destroyed much of the business district. In the late nineteenth century 
Marblehead had many hotels and restaurants that catered to summer visitors, artists and 
yachtsmen. Today Marblehead is known for sailing and yacht-clubs rather than fisherman and 
lobsterman (Anderson 2003). 
 
Demographics3 

According to Census 2000 data, Marblehead had a total population of 20,377, up 2.0% 
from a reported population of 19,971 in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990).  Of this 2000 total, 
47.2% were males and 52.8% were females.  The median age was 41.9 years and 74.3% of the 
population was 21 years or older while 18.1% was 62 or older. 

The population structure of Marblehead (Figure 1) shows the largest number of residents 
between the ages of 30-59, indicating a family-oriented community.  Females exceed the number 
of males in age groupings above 30.  There is also a striking increase in the number of males 
between the ages of 20-29, which may indicate men moving into the community in search of 
employment.   
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Figure 1.  Marblehead’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 



The majority of the population was white (98.3%), with 0.4% of residents black or 
African American, 1.0% Asian, 0.1% Native American, and 0.03% Pacific Islander or Hawaiian 
(see Figure 2).  Only 0.9% of the population identified themselves as Hispanic/Latino (see Figure 
3).  Residents linked their backgrounds to a number of different ancestries including: Irish 
(24.2%), English (21.2%), Italian (9.6%), German (9.0%), and Russian (6.2%).  With regard to 
region of birth, 63.6% were born in Massachusetts, 29.0% were born in a different state and 
6.7% were born outside of the U.S. (including 2.6% who were not United States citizens). 
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Figure 2.  Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 92.7% of the population, only English was spoken in the home, leaving 7.3% in 

homes where a language other than English was spoken, including 2.0% of the population who 
spoke English less than “very well” according to the 2000 Census. 

Of the population 25 years and over, 96.4% were high school graduates of higher and 
61.5% had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 1.0% did 
not reach ninth grade, 2.6% attended some high school but did not graduate, 14.0% completed 



high school, 14.2% had some college with no degree, 6.7% received an associate’s degree, 
35.8% earned a bachelor’s degree, and 25.7% received a graduate or professional degree. 

Although the religion percentages are not available through U.S. Census data, according 
to the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) in 2000, the religion with the highest 
number of congregations and adherents in Essex County was Catholic with 70 congregations and 
362,900 adherents.  Other prominent congregations in the county were United Church of Christ 
(49 with 15,358 adherents), United Methodist (31 with 8,713 adherents), Jewish (29 with 21,700 
adherents), Episcopal (28 with 14,064 adherents) and American Baptist (24 with 5,291 
adherents).  The total number of adherents to any religion was up 4.1% from 1990 (ARDA 
2000). 

 
Issues/Processes 

Marblehead is no longer considered a fishing-dependent community.  While there are 
fishermen who live in the town, there are not many and it has become difficult for the remaining 
fishermen to find local crew.  Fortunately, Gloucester is nearby and has a variety of services 
available (Hall-Arber 2001). 
 
Cultural attributes 

Marblehead is known as the "birthplace of the American Navy," and has many points of 
interest.  The Marblehead Museum & Historical Society owns the 1768 Jeremiah Lee Mansion, a 
beautiful Georgian house museum filled with important Colonial American furniture and 
decorative arts. It is open for tours from June through October, and the house and its lovely 
gardens are in continual use for wine tastings, garden parties and other events4. The town has 
family events like the Annual Christmas Walk and Festival of Arts.  Also, there are a Summer 
Jazz Series and concerts by Symphony by the Sea.  The Farmer's Market and the town’s beaches 
are also popular http://www.visitmarblehead.com/pages/calendar.asp. Marblehead was the 
filming location for the 1987 movie “The Witches of Eastwick.” 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 

Marblehead’s appeal as a seaside resort has attracted summer visitors and yachting 
enthusiasts since the late 1800s.  Spacious summer homes were built around the remote areas of 
town, such as Peach’s Point and the Neck.  Marblehead is home to prestigious yacht clubs, and 
restaurants and resort hotels line the harbor to serve wealthy summer residents and vacationers.  
The town and its harbor are one of the country’s leading sailing centers, frequently referred to as 
the "Yachting capital of America." Marblehead has various shops and galleries and numerous 
antique shops.  There are over 20 restaurants in town, and over 30 Bed & Breakfasts and Inns 
(Marblehead Chamber of Commerce 2007).  

According to the U.S. Census 20005, 68.7% (10,960 individuals) of the total population 
16 years of age and over were in the labor force (see Figure 4), of which 1.6% were unemployed, 
none were in the Armed Forces, and 67.2% were employed.  

 

                                                 
4 Community Review comments, Pam Peterson, Marblehead Museum and Historical Society, 170 Washington St., 
Marblehead, MA 01945, November 1, 2007 
5 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  
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Figure 4.  Employment Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes agriculture, 

forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 17 positions or 0.2% of all jobs.  Self 
employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 1,222 positions or 
11.4% of jobs.  Educational, health and social services (21.5%), professional, scientific, 
management, administrative, and waste management services (18.0%), finance, insurance, real 
estate and rental and leasing (12.5%), retail trade (10.4%), and manufacturing (8.5%) were the 
primary industries. 

Median household income in Marblehead was $73,968 (up 14.1% from $53,333 in 1990 
[US Census Bureau 1990]) and median per capita income was $46,738.  For full-time year round 
workers, males made approximately 56.6% more per year than females.   

The average family in Marblehead consisted of 2.94 persons.  With respect to poverty, 
3.2% of families (up from 2.0% in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and 4.3% of individuals 
earned below the U.S. Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and 
ranges from $11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) (US 
Census Bureau 2000b).  In 2000, 11.4% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000 per 
year. 

In 2000, Marblehead had a total of 8,906 housing units of which 95.9% were occupied 
and 68.3% were detached one unit homes.  Only 45.7% of these homes were built before 1940.   
Mobile homes, boats, and RV’s were not reported as housing units; and 81.3% of detached units 
have between 2 and 9 rooms.   In 2000, the median cost for a home in this area was $340,700.  
Of vacant housing units, 1.8% were used for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.  Of 
occupied units, 24.7% were renter occupied. 
 
Government 

Marblehead operates under an open Town Meeting form of government.  There is a 
Town Moderator who presides over the town meetings.  There is also a Board of Selectmen and 
a Finance committee (Town of Marblehead 2007). 
 



Fishery involvement in government 
Marblehead has a harbor master. 

 
Institutional 
Fishing associations 

The Massachusetts Fisherman’s Partnership focuses on issues for fishermen in different 
ports in Massachusetts. The Partnership responded to the need of health care for fishermen and 
their families by developing the Fishing Partnership Health Insurance Plan with federal and state 
aid.  This plan has been in place since 1997 and reduces the amount of money that fishermen’s 
families have to pay to be covered by health insurance (Hall-Arber 2001). Also servicing 
Massachusetts is the Massachusetts Lobsterman’s Association which was founded in 1963 and 
works to protect the lobster resource and the lobstermen’s way of life.  In nearby Gloucester, The 
Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association focuses on the interests of the fishing industry and 
encourages innovation in the industry.  The group was founded in 1969 (Hall-Arber et al. 2001).  
Also located in Gloucester are the Gloucester Fishermen’s Association and the Gloucester 
Inshore Fishermen’s Association. 
 
Fishing assistance centers 
 The Gloucester Fishermen and Families Assistance Center, located in nearby Gloucester, 
directs fishing families to the variety of services available including retraining programs, English 
as a second language classes, and GED tutoring.  The Assistance Center began in 1994, when 
emergency funds were given to help fishermen affected by the regulations on groundfish.  
 
Other fishing related organizations 
 Northeast Seafood Coalition is located in nearby Gloucester.  The Lobster Conservancy, 
a Maine-based organization, has been monitoring Marblehead’s coast, and have found it to be 
some of the most fertile lobster hatchery habitat in New England (Sullivan 2000). 
  
Physical 

Marblehead is located in eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Salem on the southwest, 
Swampscott on the south, and the Atlantic Ocean.  Boston is approximately 18 miles away (State 
of Massachusetts 2007).   The town is comprised of a rocky peninsula that extends into the 
Atlantic Ocean with a piece of land that is connected to the main town by a sand bar.  This ring 
of land forms the outline of Marblehead's deep harbor. Marblehead is a member of the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), which provides transportation to Boston, 
Swampscott, and Lynn (State of Massachusetts 2007). The major highways are Routes 114 and 
129.  There is also rail service to Boston from both the Salem and Swampscott Stations.  Beverly 
Municipal Airport is 9.5 miles away, and Logan International Airport in Boston is 13.5 miles 
away. 

http://www.fishermenspartnership.org/
http://www.lobstermen.com/
http://www.gfwa.org/
http://www.gfwa.org/
http://www.mbta.com/schedules_and_maps/rail/lines/?route=NBRYROCK


INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES6 
Commercial  
 Rowand Fisheries Inc. has supplied fresh fish, shellfish, and lobsters for 40 years.  
Marblehead Lobster Company purchases lobsters, shellfish, and other fish each morning from 
local boats, and sells wholesale, shipping throughout the US. Portland Shellfish, located in 
Marblehead, is another wholesaler of lobster, crab, and shellfish, some of which is local and 
some of which is imported. 
 The value of lobster landings in Marblehead far exceeded any other species (see Table 1).  
The level of port landings fluctuated, but generally experienced an increasing trend from 1997-
2006 and overall was more than the value of landings for home ported vessels, indicating that 
most of the vessels landing their catch in Marblehead do not list Marblehead as their home port.  
The number of vessels with Marblehead as their home port changed only slightly after a drop 
from 1997 to 1998 (see Table 2), while the level of fishing for home ported vessels was slightly 
more erratic.  This seems to indicate that either the number of vessels fishing changed from year 
to year within this time period, or that there are inaccuracies in the data. 
 
Landings by Species 
Table 1.  Rank Value of Landings for Federally Managed Groups 

 Species Rank Value of Average Landings from 1997-2006 

Lobster 1
Largemesh Groundfish7 2
Monkfish 3
Dogfish 4
Other8  5
Bluefish 6
Scallop 7
Smallmesh Groundfish9 8
Squid, Mackerel, Butterfish 9
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass  10
Skate 11
(Note: Only rank value is provided because value information is confidential in ports with fewer than three 
vessels or fewer than three dealers, or where one dealer predominates in a particular species and would 
therefore be identifiable.) 

                                                 
6 In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state landings are 
included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not be included or data may 
be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual port codes until more recently. Before 
individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at the county level or as an aggregate of two 
geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for 
those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use 
alongside the new individual codes.  Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into 
the individual ports, so port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes 
exist, especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate these to a 
port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile may under report the 
total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS database. 
7 Largemesh groundfish: cod, winter flounder, yellowtail flounder, American plaice, sand-dab flounder, haddock, white hake, 
redfish, and pollock 
8 “Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group 
9 Smallmesh multi-species:  red hake, ocean pout, mixed hake, black whiting, silver hake (whiting) 

http://www.marbleheadlobster.com/
http://www.portlandshellfish.com/


Vessels by Year10 
Table 2.  Federal Vessel Permits Between 1997-2006 

Year # Vessels (home ported) # Vessels (owner's city) 
1997 25 26 
1998 21 21 
1999 23 21 
2000 23 19 
2001 21 21 
2002 22 20 
2003 22 21 
2004 21 19 
2005 21 18 
2006 22 19 

(Note: # Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport,  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence11)  
 
 Recreational 

At Sigler Guide Service a range of services and products for both local and visiting 
flyfishers are offered.  Guided Striped Bass fishing trips are their specialty, but other services 
include flyfishing lessons, lobstering tours, scenic tours, cod fishing and bluefin tuna charters, 
and kids fishing camps, and birthday parties.  Charter fishing is also available through Sandy B 
Fishing Charters. The Sandy B is one of the largest charter fishing vessels in the North East. 
 
Subsistence 

Information on subsistence fishing in Marblehead is either unavailable through secondary 
data collection or the practice does not exist. 
 
FUTURE 

Information on the future of Marblehead is unavailable through secondary data 
collection. 
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