
Stomach SaMpling Trip 

Albert C. Jensen 
Augu.st 24, lc;'S'4 

.1 trip was made August 18, 1954 on the cir&gger ..£!E! ~ for the 

purpose of e.uaining the 3tomach contents of various Bp6cies of fish • 

.l proport,lonal saple vas to be taken trOll seTeral tows to determine 

how many (if any) baby haddock had been eaten by- possible preda.tors. 

The 2!E! ~, piloted by Capt. Manuel Phillips, left Province

town harbor B.t 0500 hours. A heavy swell was running causing the vessel 

to proceed with same dlrficulty~ 

The first two tows were made in an area 5 miles HE of R.u!. Point. 

Four additional tows were made in an area. 5 to 6 milee ENE to NE of the 

Highland Light. The tra.wl used wa~ stand.ard ¥hi ting gear with a 2!· me3h 

cod end. Approy.inu-ately 1Q to 20 baby ha.ddock were taken in each of 

t.hese latter tows. The la.st tow was in &t 1840 hours and the vessel 

docked in Prorl.ncetown at 2100 hours. 

The first three tows and the last tow were samr,led. Surfa.ce water 

temperatures were taken during the Ill, #3, and 16 tows ~ The catches of 

fish were mostly whi.ting, with hake the second most common species. 

The remainder of each catch was coaposed of a fev ind.ividuals each of 

haddock, flounders, goosefiBh, herring and sk~taB. The approJd~~~te 

species composition in estimated percentalee of the total catch i~ as 

follows: 

Woods Hoie t 1bQr~t')'rv 
Manuscript Report Number 

54 ,~. 2 

Whiting 76% 
Hake 19 
Haddock 1.5 
Miscellaneous L. 



A total of 153 fi~h ... ere eXa.'if-'-ined; whitlng" 111 indlvidual!=), (72.5% 

of sa~plE)j hake, 28 (18.3%); haddock, 9 (5.9%); miscellm1eous species, 

Results 

No baby haddock WEre f01JnC in the f::tomachs O.r the f.ish examined. 

A population of zero class haddock was present in the area off the H:t:t~-
I~/ 

Imd Light (as eV~Lcienced by those hruu;:::ht up iL tbe travJl). However, 

none apparently were bein~ utiltzed by the whiting or other fish which 

were sa..'ilpled" 

The most cornmon item of food found in the whiting stomachs was 

other \.;hi tirw. These were found in 1.3 stom2~cr~3. Be:rril1C were found 

in :; whi t.inl:! stofl1achs 3.nd sq-..dd in :2 stc!lle..chs. Below is 2. summary of 

the food i·terns of whiting and ilake as revealed. on this trip. 

Food Item 
'whi tin~ 
Herring 
Squid 
ShriILP 
Unknm __ l1 fi ah 
Misc. mat8rial 

:·.hi ting Hake 
!~un:ber of StOOlcC hs 

13 
3 
2 
1 
3 

., 
c 

1 

J 

The author had been forewru:-nec by Capt. Philli!-,s that no baby 

haddock would be found in any 01' t~1e fish stom.achs. He stated t~at in 

his eXlJerience" fishing ant cf i-'rovincete'i,m, be had never seen small 

haddock in the sto1!l2chs of other fish. 

* * * 
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