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/ SEI\IT:E.;NCE Sm,IMAHY REPORT ON HEm~nG FIShE~RY FOR ~ 
This is the third report in a series on a coop;:rative study of the Maine 

herring fishery. 

This report deals principally ivith statistics. 

Proper accuracy is essential. 
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Good statistics provide an abundance inciex. 
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Such an index Illay be eM;td:~€i 'tkrowgh ~ 1 of the fungus infection. 

Assistance was provided by a number of people. 

The statistics were collected in a certain manner. 

'I'hey are 99.0% complete for the catch for which we have records. 

They were obtained through the insI!eetors, cannery operators, sardine boat 

captains, in that order of avaiJabiUty. 

The statistical system was changed to use key sort cards in 1949. 

The new system was an imDrovement but still required checking against 

factory records. 

The 1949 da.ta are complete for 99.9% of the records available. 

The lobster fishery is large and uses a large a..'Ut;unt of bait. ' 

Lobster? most herring UEied for lobster bait is probably bought from. ? 

The statistical data do not show the amount used for lobster bait, but 

probably show statistical trends accurately. 



The e.mount of herring uRed for lobst er bait is obtained by estimating 

the total quantity of bait required and deducting the ameunt available from 

ot.her sources. 

The amount of herring used for lobster bait runs from 15 to 20% of the 

total herring catch. 

The amount of herring used for lobster bait V'I'j.ll vary inversely with the 

araount of rosefish carcasses available. !T'"' 
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The Canadian area production' in the Bay of Fundy is important to Washington 

The statistics coJ lected by the Canadian Department of Fisheries are 

adequat.e. 

The cat.ch in Canada has fluctuated in recent years. 

Most of this catch is exported to the United States. 

However, t.here a few imports of herrir.g from the North Upperland Strait 

area which may make the total imports greater than the total Canadian production 

in the Bay of Fundy. 

The statistical areas have been changed slightly since the· report on 

the 19~-7 season. 



Certain symbols are used to show the locaticn and operation of the weir 

The data permit a comparison of the seasonal trends for each locality. 

For each area. the statistics are dif:cussed to show the gear in operation, 

the trends in the seasonal catch, the relative success of the kinds of gear, 

the peaks in the season for 194$ and 1949 


