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Yesterday n’ thi.s‘spa.ce lt was
disclosed .= tha& scientific - tests
-supervised by “Br. - Bostwick H.
-Ketchum,.~ of *"the’ Woods _Hole
“Oceanographic - Institution,  had
.revealed that. disposal at sea of
~dilute sulphurie acid had:an.“in-
“finitesimally_small” effect on ma-
-rine- organisms: ln t.he dumpmg
o aTeR. -

- This.aeid condltlon. checks dis-
‘closed, - lasted - for -approximately
three- minutes, and-there was no
- conclusive- evidence that. ~ zoop-
‘lankton. in: the drea  were harmed,
" much less: destroyed. Obviously, if]
this brief, three-minute acid con-
dition  failed- to. destroy- minute
“organisms in the dumping area- off
-this. harbor; it stands. to reason
“that larger ﬁsh would not be af-
-fected. ;
<+ Trom. sulpha.te, Dr Ketchum in-
.formed: this: reporter, can' be de-
‘tected. 'in’ great. dilutions. in. sea
-water- and- can, consequent.ly, be
-traced. for - considerably longer
tha.n the a.cidity

N'o Need ‘to. Worry’ RO
‘About. Zoopla.nkton. L

-“The ra.te of dilution-behind the
dumping - barge;” - the--. doctor
. “was. much.  more: rapid
-than: we anticipated. -Iron is; of
course;” fairly common in” polluted
waters... Within the- first hour or
50,- however, we: found: that  the
-iron’ ‘was - completely. - oxidized to|-
the: ferric formr which; in: sea. wa-
ter;: precipxtates out-as: iron: rust.
- ’I‘he presence - of - this precipi-
tate discolors the water and- while
it persists will affect. the depth-to
‘which sunlight can penetrate-and
‘consequently theé growth of plants:
This: is the turbidity effect: which.
ha.s been mentioned:several: times.
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that iro i
toxic material and our preliminary
tests with" zoopla.nkton indicate

that they could survive in the wa-| '

ter -directly- behind the dumping
barge. Since the pollution- is dis-
sipated. so. rapidly, it is our: con-
clusion; from - this = experiment,

that the zooplankton:'of.the area| - -

would not- be: adversely- affected.
“The-removal. of - oxygen  from|
water by combination with: the

iron had been suggested as a pos-|
sible- detrimental -effect of _this| -
Ketchum: con-|- -

operation,” _Dr..
‘tinued.. “To- determine- whether
the oxygen removal could be seri-

ous- or -not,-we. presented. data| - -
showing. the total quantity of oxy-| '~ -
gen removed from the water by

‘this chemical reaction. These data

show that.under the-‘worst. condi~| "

tions about .2 of -a. -milliliter: of
oxygen perliter of sea: water was
'thus .removed. This is only 4. per
cent of the.oxygen originally pres-

ent in the water. and we- conse=|- ' -

quently concludedthat. the- oxi-

.. |dization  of- the’‘iron has only a| =

-:{ brief-and negligible effect on thel- -
|oxygen: content. of .the: water.” - [
All of which bears out: a hunch .

this. reporter - had “months ago,|--

‘when the Mudhole’ acid-disposal

controversy: started, namely:. that| o

‘too. many- self-commissioned pol-

lution - experts were popping off| -
about somethmg they~ knew noth- o

ing about.

- But. let’
sl;raxght Thxs
‘condone pollution in' any form: So
far, however,. there:-is no. cone¢lu-

keep the

sive proof- that-. the dumping- of{"
chemical waste_ products in- thel| .
Mudhole: -area.—has—or' will—ad-| .-

versely -~ affect.’ local - salt. water

fishing.. According- to- Dr. Ketch-| -
um, -we’ll: have -the facts in two[

years.-Meanwhile; let's go fishing.
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