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SAWMILL POLLU'rIot~ ON 'trill 5'1'. Gi01\.Ql IUVffi 

GeorgE; A. rL)unsefell 

The pollution of the st. George HiveI' by '1;00(1 wastes in the foI'!" of 

IIB.wdu.st, shavings, etc. can do much harm to tlje restoration oi' salmon I'Wl8 

in spitE: of tl:f-: 35-mile length of river from Warrtm to St. George Lake. 

Thus, our observatIons indicate that only about 13, ~I()O yards (less than e 

miles) of the river fu.mish the swi.ft wa.ter suitable as a l:ab:itat for young 

for t.he spa.wning of the adults .. 

;setween i'w.rren at the mouth of the river, r;nd the lOll log darn at 

Union village there are only 1,500 y;:.rds of riffles. Obviously, in ~order 

to create.?, r.m of any size it will be necessary to utili ze :::,ore of the 

strear.. From Union village upstre0.;'1l to the abandoned concrete dan just 

below Sennebec Pond there is al1 add.i.t,ional 1,000 YRrds. 

Above the a.bandoned concrete dar.! about 8" 500 yr,-rds of rlffles are 

available between Sennebec Pond and the sa¥!mill d..-'lJl1 on Ghent ROf.d in 

Searsmont. It is tile r:d.ll utilh;in~l' power fron this daJiisite th ... t. is pol-

lutinr; tbe river 'Viith WOOdwd.stef,. 

This a, >.'10 yurd.s of ri.ffle~ 1m iL<ij;.,tel~' belo*" the sourc('· of pollution 

VVch')ds'Hole Labor8to'rv 
i\1)~Jlu5cript Report Number, 

it? 2 



---- ----- ------ -~--. ---. __ .- --- _.- .-- --.-------------------~---

of adult and the growth of young salfrlOn. The pollution by the hbove-mentj(med 

-. BB.wrr:.ill ""'liS f.irst observed on June 24, 1.941, on wrdd, da.te Inl(md }<'is'twries 

Wardens Charle:3 Head, ~~infiei d Foster, ;md I ob~;erved fresrl s8,'.iduet .f'<.illing 

constantly into the river and being carl"ted dOl-linstream. 

On July 21, 1942 I a.gain vis) ted the localUy and ohs;erved l?lrge qu.an

tities of Sliilidu:,;t anti ot.her '.dll \<j'8.;cte fa.llir~g froEl t:l:1e ;1&11 into thc' river. 

,!'he bottot:l 01' UK) riVET belO'l.' the [.ill was litt.ered with sawdust, sh1?v~ngs, 

slabs, b[~rk, and edgings. 

Ouring trw PH-st ;~~e~r we have been able to demonstrate that salmon do 

survive and grow in the St. Ge0r"re River during t.lW critical sumner period 

of high temperatures. Obviously then j,t, i8 only a quest.ion of tiUl€ until 

most of the suitable portions of the river will be needed al~ nur~ery ground 

for the Y:)\lllg salrJOn. 

Sawdust po~lutlon is partlClLl.arly hm'!::ful in that the- e:f'fectslinger 

on long after U:e pan ution has ceased. The s;j .. wdust does not readily r.-:ecay, 

but forms a blanket over the bottom ruining it both for s;jawmnt= .fmd for 

the growth of food organis.'11s. Since this pollution is ir.l;ccdiately above 

the best portions of tflv s-tret~11 it is highly de,:rLraPle that it be stopped 

as quickly as is practical. 
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