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16 February 1973
NEWS RELEASE

The Polish research vessel Wieczno will be operating in continental
shelf waters between Cape Cod and Cape Hattekas between February 17 .
and March 15. On board will be scientific personnel from the Nationa]

Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

The Wieczno, a 210-foot long vessel operated by the Fisheries Research
Institute in Gdynia, Poland, is the same vessel that docked in Woods Hole
last fall in connection with research conducted for the International:

Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries {ICNAF).

On this trip, the Wieczno will be sampling fish eggs and Tarvae in cooper-.
ation with the National Marine Fisheries Service MARMAP Program (Marine
Resources Monitoring, Assessment, and Prediction). Joint work such as th{s ‘
Is authorized by a Polish-U.S. agreement on biological research in the

Mid-Atlantic.

The Woods Hole Laboratory vessel, Albatross 1V, is presently sampling

randomly-chosen stations pre-selected between Florida and Cape Hatteras for
the same MARMAP survey. (The National Marine Fisheries Service is part of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department

of Commerce. )

After ten days of ichthyoplankton sampling, the Wieczno will conduct its
own survey of fish - especially herring and mackerel - between Cape Hatteras

and Cape Cod. There will be two scientists from the Woods Hole Laboratory
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~ NEWS RELEASE

I

March 5 - A Polish fishery research vessel which has been working with h'
the U.S. Naticnal Marine Fisheries Service in conducting a fish survey |
south of Long Island has been granted permission by the State Department

to occupy fishing stations within the U.S. 12-mile territorial limit for l'
* the. period March 6-8, 1973,

: |
The 2]0~foot long Wiecznec has two U.S. scientists aboard as observers- W
one from the National Marine Fisheries Service laboratory in Woods Hole, e
Mass., and the other from the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. i
(The National Marine Fisheries Service is part of the National Oceanic :
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the U.S. Department of Commerce.) i

The R/V Wieczno has been taking samples of herring and mackerel in
international waters as part of cooperative research between the United
States and Poland authorized by bi-lateral treaty. The State Department
has given the Wieczno permission to fish no closer than 6 miles from
south of Moriches Bay to Montauk Point for the three days specified,

The Wieczno began the survey February 28 off the coast of Virginia
where she took aboard the two U.S. scientific observers. On Monday,
March 5 she was about 15 miles south of Moriches Inlet, on the south

of Long Island. While inside the 12-mile 1imit on March 6, 7, and 2,
the research vessel will occupy sampling stations east to Montauk Point.
The Wieczno will dock in Woods Hole, Mass, on or about March 15.

In the ten-day period prior to February 28, the Wieczno conducted
plankton sampling in international waters in cooperation with the
National Marine Fisheries Service MARMAP program,

Poland is a member of the International Commission for the Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries (ICNAF) which depends on research conducted by its

members to help formulate Tishing regulations to conserve the fish
stocks.
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HEWS RELEASE

scientists of the Hational Marine Fisheriass Service laboratory in
Yoods Hole, Mass. {no connection with Woods Hole Oceanoaraphic
Institution) were out on the dock today to welcome those aboard a
230=foot Tlong-fishery research vessel from the Soviet Union.

In several weeks the Soviet vessel Belogorsk--with U.5. government
fishery biologists aboard-- will be sampling in one of the wost Ffertils
Fishing areas ia the world: Georges Bank, a shallow area formed by a
hiuge 1@§§e on the Continental Shelf beginning about 50 miles east of
Cape Cod. ’

The work onboard ship will be routine for the U S. scigntists, for it
is the same work performed sach Fall and each Spring aboard their awn
research vessel Albatross IV: cruise to a pre-determined location
(randomly selected by ccnput v}, set a net large enough to hold several
tons of fish on the bottom, tow the net for 30 minutes, haul the net
ant dump the catch on a table on deck, sort and weigh the fish by
species, record lengths, preserve some scales, stomachs and gonads for
onshore laboratory analysis.

This ‘is otherwise known as surveying the fish populations to monitor
changes in abundance, distribution, Sp@Qieq composition, and age
composition. The Woods Hole Tabaraﬁary is a fishevry raseavch 1&DUPatOPJ
under the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAR) of the
U.5. Dept. of Commerce with the spacafic rasponsibility of determining
the status of commercially valuable fish stocks off Hew England.

Each Fall since 1967 the Soviet Union-- a member, along with the U.5.
and 14 other nations, of the International Commission for the &@rthwasi
Atlantic Fisheries (ICHAF)=-- has sent a ship to Woods Hole to help i
sampling the valuable groundfish populations which Tive near the s&a
bottom out to the edge of the Continental Shelf. Before the survey ends
in Hovember, both Belﬁgarsk and Albatross IV will have covered a total
of over 300 sampling stations between Hova Scoiia and Cape Hatteras,
Horth Carolina.

=Y a=



Twice yearly surveys from Woods Hole are now particularly important

in the face of what Secretary of Commerce has calied “the increasingly
deteriorating situation ., . . the systematic overexploitation of the
Tisheries resources of f the U.5. East Coast." Secretary Dent made his
remarks Tast dune in a statement calling attention to a United States
proposal bafore ICHAF to reduce foreign fishing off New fngland, The
praparatory work for this proposal--which would Timit each sation to a
predetermined Tevel of fishing "effort“--was done by National Marine
Fishaeries Service scientists in Woods Hole.

In addition to yielding a relative abundance index of fish available to
bottom trawls, the Fall and Spring surveys also provide estimates of
spawning success so that Tuture management vegulations can be based on
realistic measures of the number of young Tish that will be available.
one and two years hence. For instance, the Fall 1971 survev indicated
the number of haddock entering the adult population would remain low
through 1974,

There is probably no more thorough, standardized and comprehensive
mgasure of the production of one ecological system than this seven-year
study by the Hational Marine Fisheries Service of groundfish populations
from Hova Scotia to Cape Hatteras, '

Other Toreign vessels will alsp visit Woods Hole this fall in connection
with a completely different survey being conducted by ICNAF, the intar-
national commission which manages the fish stocks, 3hips involved in
this survey--also including Belogorsk and Albatross IVe--will take samples
of early Tife stages of herring, which float in surtace waters novth and
east of Cape Cod, A Polish vessel, Wieczno, arrives in fugust, a French
vessel, Cryns, 1n Septembar and a West German vessel, Anton Dohvn, in
October,

The United States governmant has had a fishery research station in Woods
Hole since 1871.

=D~

For further infovmation, contact Susan Eddy (617) B48-5123,
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Septemﬁer 15; 1973

Two scientists from the National Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory

in Narragansett, Rhode Island, will be aboard the French research vessel
Cryos when she departs from Woods Hole, Mass., today to begin a S-nation
survey of larval herring north and east of Cape Cod. The National

Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory in Woods Hole is supplying sampling
gear and coordinating the survey which is being conducted for the
International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICNAF).

Each nation participating in the survey will spend two weeks taking
samples of early life stages of herring from surface waters between
Cape Cod and Nova Scotia. Each two-week period will be consecutive,
thus, the result will be a continuous picture of the dispersion of
larval herring from the major spawning areas. :

When the Cryos completes her two-week leg, the Polish research vessel
Wieczno will conduct a two-week leg. (The 210-ft long Wieczno docked
in Woods Hole last Monday and is now doing joint research with the
National Marine Fisheries Service on groundfish populations--cod,
haddock, flounder--on Georges Bank). ' .

Following the Wieczno, the Soviet research vessel Belogorsk is scheduled
to depart from Woods Hole in October for her two-week leg, then the West
German research vessel Anton Dohrn, and finally the National Marine
Fisheries Service vessel Albatross IV in November.

This is the third Fall that ICNAF nations have cooperated to gather
information on spawning populations of herring in the Northwest Atlantic.
The Cryos was in Woods Hole in 1971 to participate in the first such
survey, and both the Wieczno and -the Anton_Dohrn were in Woods Hole

to participate in Tast Fall's survey.

The 185-ft long Cryos tied up at the National Marine Fisheries dock
on Thursday. She is based at St. Pierre et Miquelion, French-controlled
territory off Newfoundland. :

###

- Susan Eddy
617-548-5123
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NEWS RELEASE

For More Information Contact For Release After
Public Information Section September 24, 1976

SOVIET FISHERIES SCIENTISTS IN SOCCER GAME WITH
MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME ACADEMY

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in Woods Hole has

announced a soccer game between visiting Soviet fisheries scientists

.and Massachusetts Maritime Academy. The game will be held on October ?5  
1 at 3 p.m. at the Academy's soccer field in Buzzards Bay. |

Soviet team members are from the fisheries research vessel
BELOGORSK which is visiting the NMFS laboratory in Woods Hole. This
is the third straight yéar that the BELOGORSK has come to Woods Hole
and tHe second straight year for the soccer matchup. The Soviet team
composed of members of the ship's crew and scientific party who play
soccer only as a hobby, tied Massachusetts Maritime Academy 3-3 last
year.

Lev S. Berezkin, captain of the Soviet ship, will be on the team.
The traditional exchange of flowers and national flags and the playing

of the respective national anthems will precede the game.
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NEWS RELEASE

More Information Contact _ . : For Release After
ic Information Section September 26, 1976
) 548-5123 o - '

OPEN HOUSE ON SOVIET SHIP
The USSR's fisheries research vessel BELOGORSK will hold an open house on
ober 3 from 1 to 5 pwm. in Woods Hole. This is the third consecutive year that
National Marine Fisheries Servicer(NMFS) has arranged for a public viewing of

Soviet factory stern trawler.

_bridge, and the living quarters. Informative literature will also be handed out.
MFS Aquarﬁum will also be open. ‘

Home port for the 267-foot, 2,435-ton (gross) ship is Kaliningrad, USSR. Captain
the vessel, Lev S. Berezkin, was the first to bring a Soviet research vessel into
ﬁaters.when he guided the ALBATROS to the NMFS Woods Hole laboratory in 1967.

eeh of the 62 personnel on board the BELOGORSK have been to WOods Hole befare,
ding the third consecutive appearance of first mate Victof-E. Stepanov.

The BELOGORSK is cooperating wifh~the USon’ . four research crujses. Two
e cruises--a bottom trawl. survey of groundfish abundance and distributfon and a
ging ﬁrogram for sea herring migrations and morta11ty~uhdve?béen completed. The
cruise will be a survey of larval sea herring abundance and diStribufion and a
nuation of the groundfish survey. The fourth cruise will be a daytfme-qighttime
dy of pelagic fish abundance. _ _

The BELOGORSK will depart the Northwest Atlantfc‘for'Kaliningrad during the

week in November.

i
2 MOt

Editor's Note: Included is an 8x10-inch photograph

)&”VNam’-‘O—\e

of the BELOGORSK

Guides will be on board to display, among other things, the research Iaboratories,i




-'NQS,Ship_Nte Mitchell Aids

‘New England Fisheries Workers

s
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Woods Hole, MA ~- The National Ocean Survey's med1um survey sh1p Mt. Mitchell

moved 1nt0 New EngIand waters for the first time in February. The 231-foot,

1591 ton ship assisted NMFS's Northeast F1sher1es Center in a larval herring

survey on Georges Bank and in the Gulf of Maine.

Northeast Fisheries Center for studies on: (1) The abundance and distribution

nutr1ent and ch}arophyll concentrat1ons) of the water co?umng and (3) th

different water masses in the area. This work was part of the research program

'f the Internat1ona1 Commission for the Northwest At]ant1c Fisheries, an

rganxzation to which the United States no 1onger beTongs, but with wh%c! the

nited States cooperates for research purposes.

n addition, the sh1p part1c1pated in some of the after-effact studies in- the

1c1n?ty of the Argo Merchant 011 spiil P]anktowm sediment, and benthic

nvertebrate samples were co]Tected for hydrocarbon analysis.




W1111am H. CaTTahan (1eft) and Fred E. Lux (right) of the Northeast

Fwsher1es Center 3 woods HoTe Laboratory have been awarded 35 and 25

p:ns, reSpect1ve1y

-year

More than 21 years of Ca]]ahan s 35 years of federal

service have been spent w1th the National Marine Fisher]es Service (NMFS )

and its predecessor, the Bureau of Commercial F1sher1es He ‘is current]y : : '!

]
a member of a group summarizing and ana?yz1ng the b1010g1ca1 and stat1st1ca} / :

data on the groundfishes and surf clams in the Northwest Atlantic.  Such ' ? 'I”

summarizations and anaTyses will play a key role in the fishery management

plans deve]oped by the New EngTand and Mid-Atlantic Flshery Management
Councils. '

Fred Lux has been at the Weods Hole Laboratory since 1955. Since

that time Lux has been actxve?y 1nvo1ved 1n projects on industrial flshes,

flounders, and inshore and offshore surveys of groundfishes. He is also

- the Center's coord1nator for the New England Fishery Development Program

~one of NMFS teading efforts to provide 1nformat1on and assistance to -
’loca1 f1shermen.




NMFS Bio1ogist
Horiored by EPA:

Dr. John B. Pearce, a superv1sory f1sheny research b1o]og1st for NMFS's

Northeast F1sher1es Center has been awarded a Regional Spec1a] Award of

‘Merit by the Env1ronmentaT_Protection Agency. In the award, Dr. Pearce was

tauded as one who ! 'represents that rare comanat1on of excel]ent research

scientist and effect1Ve pub]1c protagonist of enV1ronmenta? concerns”,

Dr. Pearce, Manager of the Center's Environmental Assessment D1v1510n at

Sandy Hook, New Jersey, has deve]oped a comprehens1ve program to document

the effects of ogcean dumping in the New York Bight on the area's figh and

shel]flsh rescurces. This mu1t1d1sc1p11nary program inctudes biochemical,

physiologicalﬁ ecological,

microbiological, and behavioral studies. Dur1ng
1976, Dr.

Pearce's D1v1s1on led the study of the major summer fish kills off

New Jersey and contr1buted much of the biological analysis of the fish

benthic Tnvertebrate, sediment, and water samples co]Tected in the wake of

the ARGO MERCHANT of? spill,

he award further noted that Dr, Pearce ‘has part1c1pated in many academ1c,

jovernmental, and private foundat1on efforts to preserve ev1ronmenta1

ua11ﬁy and enhance resources significant to man”
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February 6, 1978 Fov 1spmellt® refease
SOVIET SHIP ON SECOND JOINT RESEARCH CRUISE

Woods Hole, Ma—--ARGUS, a Soviet fisheries research ship, is on its
second joint American-Soviet research cruise in American waters
from January 27 to March 23. The 9-year old, 290-foot stern traw-
ler from Kaliningrad on the Baltic Sea will stop at the mouth of
Woods Hole Harbor on February 12 and March 2 to exchange BAmerican
scientists from the Northeast Fisheries Center. The ship will pot

dock in Woods Hole because her draft is too deep for the docks

there.

. L’E‘l‘}e 4 American and 12 Soviet scientists on board are studying con-
tinental shelf waters from Georges Bank to Cape Hatteras for the
depth distribution, daily feeding habits, and growth and matura-
tion rates of squidsgand for the geographical distribution, abun-—
dance, and age composition of mackerels. Altogether, 24 American

scientists will join the 115 persons on board the ARGUS for both

cruises.

g The first cruise from October 15 to November 25 dealt with the
hydrography and the distribution and akbundance of nutrients, phyto-
plankton, and zooplankton on the Scotian Shelf, Gulf of Maine,

Georges Bank, and Middle Atlantic Bight, as well as with the depth




Soviet Ship

Add One ——

distribution, spawning grounds, daily movements and feeding habi%;ﬁ\
growth and maturation rates, and ability to be attracted to lights
of squids.

é Between the first and second cruise the ARGUS surveyed waters off

the southeastern United States for fish and squid populations,

\oling 4 Soviet vessel..
The cruise now underway is the 56ti¥in the 11 years such coopera-

tive research has been going on between the Northeast Fisheries

Center and the Soviet Union. Since the enactment of the 200~mile
limit this bilateral research has taken on new importance.

Such joint research is one of four factors used by the Secretaries
of State and Commerce to allocate among nations any surplus pro-
duction of our fish stocks that cannot be harvested by American

fishermen.
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Evelyn B. Howe of the Northeast Fisheries Center'

_ . er's Woods Hol
recently received a 20-year pin from the United States Deparimkﬁgogitory
Commerce. Mrs. Howe, a North Falmouth resident, has worked at the

hihas since tecoma one-of tho ihe research section (fisheries technician)
: e few i :
government. seagotng women in the federal

1937

laboratory since 1963. 1In 1976 she shifted from the administrative section




UNITED STATES DERARTMVIENT OF COMIMERDE
Mational Dosanic and Atmospheric Bdministration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center

Woods Hole, Massachusetts

July 14, 1978

NOAA News

Room 108

Rock-Wall Building

Office of Public Affairs

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Rockville, Maryland 20852 '

Dear Sir:

Please include the enclosed obituary in the next issue of "NOAA News."

Sincerely yours,

Robert L. Edwards
Center Director




Judy A. Brennan Hoskins

Judy A. Brennan Hoskins died June 11. Since 1970 when she began

as a mathematical statistician analyzing fisheries data for the Natiomal
Marine Fisheries Service in Woods Hole, Mass., she assumed increasingly
important advisory roles in international fisheries problems. She served
on numerous committees of the International Commission for the Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries, and represented the YU.S. in bilateral negotiations.
At the time of her death she was Chief of an Investigation researching
multispecies fisheries management. She was 31 years oid and is survived

by her husband, Dr. Hartley Hoskins of the Woods Hole Oceanographic

Institution.
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NEWS RELEASE

F13:JAG

For immediate For more information
release contact:
W. Redwood Wright
(617) 548-5123

WOODS HOLE, MA--Mariners should avoid a string of 11 buoys
south of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, according to the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

These orange, or orange-and-white, buoys are equipped'with
lights and radar reflectors. Buoy locations are shown in the
attached figure and table. Two buoys are located at all positions
except "N6" which has one buoy.

Generally, the buoy Tocations are about 10 miles apart,
starting at a point about 10 miles west-southwest of the Davis
Shoals whistle (8DS) and running south-southwest to a point almost
at the edge of the continental shelf.

These buoys mark the positions of delicate underwater instruments
which will be measuring current directions and speeds through this
fall. These current "meters" afe part of a one-year experiment by
NMFS, the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution(WHOI), the United
States Geological Survey, and the University of New Hampshire.

Any buoys found loose or damaged should be reported to Robert C.
Beardsley of WHOI at (617) 548-1400, or W. Redwood Wright of NMFS at
(617) 548-5123. |

~-30-
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NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

News Release

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION - NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

(B17) 548-3123 . CONTACT: JON A GIBSCN

15 Aagust 1979 For Immediate Release
Fisheries Award Winner

WOODS HOLE, MA--~Anne Tibbetts Lange, a research fishery biologist at the

National Marine Fisheries Service laboratory in Wéods Hole, has won that

lab's first ahnual "Judith Brennan Hoskins Memorial Award." Anne, a

Woods Hele resident who has worked at the lab since 1872, was selected

as the one non-manageriazl-level employee at the lab whose work most ex-~

ceeded expectations.

During the past year Anne has been the chief US scientific advisor
in the American-Canadian negotiations over East Coast fishing boundaries.
She has also continued to gain international recognition for ther re-
search into the biclegy and assessment of North Atlantic squid popula-
tions.

For winning the award, Anne has received a certificate of award
and has had her name inscribed on the memorial plague shown in the
attached photograph. The plague will be displayed on the second flcor
lobby cf the fisheries lab.

Judith Brennan Hoskins, for whbm the award was named, was emploved
at the fishexies lab until her death at age 31 in June 1978. At the
time of her death, she was chief of the lab's fishery analysis investi-
gation and had established an internaticnal reputation as a researcher -of
multispecies fishery management and as an advisor to both bilateral
fishery negotiations and the International Commigssion for the Northwest
Atlantic Fisherieé. Bound volumes of Judith Brennan Hoskins' scientific

-more-




Fisheries Award Winner
add One

publications have been presented to her parentsz and to the library o

at the fisheries lab.

—-end- ‘
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NCRTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

News Release

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION - NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

(617] 548-5123 - CONTACT: JON A. GIBSON

16 August 1979 For Immediate Release
Fisheries Employees Earn Service Pins

WOODS HOLE, MA--The four employees of the National Marine Ffsheriesr

Service's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC) and its component Woods

Hole Laboratory (WHL) pictured above have been awarded length-of-service

pins. Pictiured from left to right are Edgar W. Bowman, Dr. George J.

Ridgway, Harriette E. (Betty) Murvay, and Dr. Marvin D. Grosslein.

Marv Grosslein, currently the chief of the marine ecosystems
investigation at the WHL, has received a 20-year length-of-service
pin. Marv'is a resident of West Falmouth and has spent his entire
federal career at the WHL.

George Ridgway, currently the NEFC's planning officer, has received
a 25-year length-of-service pfn. George is also a resident of West
Falmouth. His federal career has included being a biochamist at the
National Marine Fisheries Service's Seattle (Washington) Labcratory
and'a laboratory director at the NEFC's former Boothbay Harbor (Maine)
Laboratory.

Ed Bowman, currently the NEFC's liaison to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, has received ; 15-year length-of-service pin. Ed
is a Falmouth resident and has previcusly been stafioned in Ann Arbor,
Michigan; Gloucester, Massachusetts; and Washington, D. C.

-more-




Fisheries Employees Earn Service Pins
Add One

Betty Murray, currently a biclogical laboratory technician for

the WHL's benthic dynamics investigation, has received a 35-year length-

of-service pin. Betty is also a Falmouth resident and has spent her

federal career within Barnstabie County.

~-end- |




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMIMERCE

Mational Cceanic and Atmospheric Administrazion
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

August 24, 1979 F13: JAG

TO: PA-Norma V. Reyes

FROM:  F13-Jon A. Gibsonjﬁ'e

SUBJECT: Article for ""NCAA News"

The following obituary should be placed in the next issue of
"NOAA News." 1If you foresee any problems in running this item in the
publication, let us know immediately.

Paul S. Galtsoff

Dr. Paul S. Galtsoff, director emeritus of the NMFS
Woods Hole Laboratory {the world's oldest fisheries research
facility), died at age 92 on August 23, Dr. Galtsoff began
his federal career as the naturalist on the original R/V
ALBATROSS. He retired in 1964 as director of the shellfish
laboratory in Woods Hole, continuing on umtil 1971 as guest
investigator. His 60-year reign as one of the world's '
preeminent shellfish research biologists began after his
graduaticn from the Imperial Moscow University in 1910,
Prior to his immigration to the US with his wife and fellow
researcher Eugenia in 1921, he was the senior zoologist of
the Russian Imperial Academy of Science. He is author of the
classic, The American Ovster, and received the Interior

Department’s distinguished service award and gold medal in
1962,

cc: F o -Terry L. Leitzell
F13 -Robert L. Bdwards .
F131-Richard C. Hennemuth
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13 September 1879 For Immediate Release
NMFS Zoologist to Head Scientific Society

WOODS HOLE, MA-- Dr. Bruce B. Collette, a National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS) zoologist, has been elected President of the American
Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists (ASIH) for 1581. Dr.

Collette, an expert on the anatomy and classification of tunas, mackerels,

halfbeaks, and needlefishes for the NMFS Naticnal Systematics Laboratory
in the Smithsonian Institution, was elected at the 29 July-4 August annual
meeting of the ASIH at the University of Maine in Orono.

The ASIH, a 66-year-old organization with 2,000 international membeTs,
publishes the well known and well respected scientific journal Copeia.
Dr. Coilette is a former ichthyclogical editor of the journal, as well
as former scientific editor fof the National Marine Fisheries Service.

-end-~

Fditor's Note: A photograph of Dr. Collette is available upon request

by calling: (FTS) 781-5751.
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13 September 1979 For Immediate Release

NMFS Lab Director Co-Convenes International

Fish Conference

L WOODS HOLE, MA-- Dr. Daniel M. Cohen, Director of the National Marine
 Fisheries Service's National Systematics Laboratory in the Smithsonian
“Institution, recently co-convened the Workshop on Systematics of Fishes
Living in Cold and Temperate Waters of the Worid Oceans. Dr. William

:N. Eschmeyer of the California Academy of Sciences was the other co-convenor.
NGAA, along with the National Science Foundation, sponsored the 5-6

ugust workshop held at the University of Maine in Ororo. The workshop 1s

Part of the joint American-Soviet agreement on 'Study of the World Qcean.!

Two Japanese, six Scviet, and forty North American scientists discussed

Jutual problems, reviewed current research, and explored further cooperation

AN studying the anatomy and classification of cold and temperate water fishes

around the world.

-end-

Editor's Note: A phoetograph of Dr. Cohen is available upon request by

calling: (FTS) 381-5751.
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25 September 1979 For Immediate Release
Scientists and Fishermen
Tackle Scallop Problem
WOODS HOLE, MA--The NMFS's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC), the New
Engtand Fishery Management Council, and the New England fishing in-
dustry are jointly tackling the problems of managing the sea scallop
fishery.

The Scallop Oversight Committee of the Council, now in the process
of preparing a sea scallop fishery management plan, is seeking to maxi-
mize tﬁgqng1dwfrom gach scd]]op reaching a harvestable size (i.e.,
balancing the tradeoffs between increasing growth and decreasing sur-
vival with age}. One way the Council might accomplish this objective
is by modifying the currently used scallop-capturing gear to increase
the minimum size of captured scallops and/or decrease the gear-caused
mortality of less-than-minimum-sized scallops.

Accordingly, the Council recently requested the NEFC to study
scallop gear performance. The Seafood Producers Association of
' New Bedford, Massachusetts, headed by Jim Costakis, cooperated in the
study by arranging for a commercial-type scallop drag to be built by
Dockside Repair, Inc., of New Bedford, and to be delivered to the NEFC
in Woods Hole. The drag is a scaled-down model of the one used on
mostisca]fop draggers in the New Bedford fleet, as well as on all three

~more-
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draggers oﬁerafed by Roy Enoksen, president of Dockside Repair, Inc.
The Seafood Producers Association also arranged for John Sweeney, a
retired sea captain with over 25 years of scallop fishing experience,
to be the New England fishing industry's official observer and ad-
visor in the study.

The first round of the study was devoted to developing methods
for underwater viewing of gear performance. On nine day-trips in
June, the NEFC's 65-foot, 70-ton gear research vessel RORQUALf—cap-
tained by Lieutenant Jack Moakley of the NOAA Corps-~hauled the eight-
foot-wide, commercial-type drag through the waters off Cape Cod,
Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket Island. NEFC engineers, divers,
fisheries equipment special{sts, and electronic technicians, under
the gu{aéﬁéé A%VLieutenant Commander Ron Smolowitz of the NOAA Corps,
observed drag performance through: (1) underwater viewing by SCUBA
diver's riding the drag, and (2) shipboard viewing of color television
pictures from diver-held and gear-mounted cameras.

$ix divers were able to ride the drag as fast as 2 knots, as long
as 20 minﬁtes, and as deep as 80 feet. In the process, the divers--

led by C1iff Newell--made the first observations on the undersea opera-

R

“tion of scallop.gear in New England waters.

In addition to developing methods for evaluating gear performance,
the study provided valuable observations on the efficiency of the drag
for remaining on the bottom, capturing those scallops in its path,
daméging fhose not caught, and retaining smaller-sized specimens. The

videotape has been edited initially to a 50-minute version for showing

-more-
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to the Council and the New England fishing industry. The tape will be

ultimately edited to 26 minutes for a cable television presentation.
The New England scallop fishery is now unregulated. However, in

the forthcoming scallop management plan, gear modifications arising

from this study might-provide an alternative management tool to the

often controversial quotas current]y;emp1oyed in managing Atlantic

groundfish.




The R/V RORQUAL, a World War II Army tugboat, was converted
for fisheries research in 1961 and has since been operating
in the Northeast.

-
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18 October 1979
Woods Hole Laboratory Employee Tapped '"Best!

in Natilonal Marine Fisheries Service

WOODS HOLE, MA--Eva S. Montiero, a statistical assistant at the Woods

Hole Laboratory of the National Marine Fisheries Service's (NMES)

Northeast Fisheries Center, has been selected the Service's best
employee for 1978.

Terry L. Leitzell, Assistant Administrator for Fisheries of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA}, presentgd a
certificate of award and a 500-dollar check to Mrs. Montiero at a 10100

a.m. ceremony today at the Whitman Auditorium in Woods Hole.

R.

Mrs. Montiero is an East Falmouth resident, mother of two (Michael

Montiero and Janis M. Hendricks), and grandmother of two (India M.
and Lawrence M. Hendricks).

The Assistant Administrator for Fisheries recognized Mrs. Montiero

as one who had '"demonstrated exceptional and sustained effort toward
accomplishment of the NMFS mission."

Her work involves laboratory duties
(i.e., preparing for research cruises, processing of biological data

collected at sea, and preparing special reports on the research cruises

for the fishing industry) and at-sea duties {(i.e., collecting and
processing biological data, and supervising and training others

-more-
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in the same skills). In particular, she incorporated last-minute changes
into the cruise tracks of the Center's research vessels ALBATROSS IV and
DELAWARE II to include sampling locations specifically requested by the
New England fishing industry. She also radioed biological data thoroughly
and accurately from the research vessels to the Center's fish stock assess-
ment biologists without the aid of any computer-assisted auditing of those
data. Such efforts permitted the Center to respond fully to the New
England Fishery Management Council's request for immediate information on

the status of the Northeast's fish stocks.

Mrs. Mohtiero,.a member of the local Cape Verdian community, was one
of the first persons to break the employment barrier in the Woods Hole
sclentific community in 1965 as program secretary of the Marine Biological
Laboratory's Systematics-Ecology Program under the direction of Dr.

Melbourne R. Carriker. Since joining the Woods Hole Laboratory staff in

1972, Mrs. Montiero has undergone training in marine biology at Cape Cod

Commmity College, received two "letters of appreciation and commendation™

from the Center's Director, two "outstanding" annual performance appraisals,

two NOAA '"unit (group) citations,' and a "special achievement incentive

award."”

Dr. Robert L. Edwards, .the Center's Director, congratulated Mrs. Montiero

at the ceremony by noting that "Qur programs are bnly as good as the

people we have to carry them out, .and Eva represents the best of what a

NMFS employee should be."




.

Woods Hole Laboratory Employee Tapped "Best"
in National Marine Fisheries Service
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Director of the Cenfer's Woods Hole Laboratory, Richard C. Hennemuth,
stated that "What makes Mrs. Montiero txruly exceptional is the way she
transfers her energy, vitality, and interest in doing a good job to her
fellow workers. It seems that anyone who works with her assumes her
level of interest, tries to do as good a job, and realizes that a job
well done is a source of great satisfaction and enjoyment. This is true
both in the laboratory and at sea; and it effects not only her peers
but the supervisory and more technically trained scientific staff as well."

Also in attendance was Dr. Bradford E. Brown, chief of the research
division (resource assessment) in which Mrs. Montiero works. Dr. Brown
placed her performance in perspective when he noted that "Public concern
over NMFS activities is ever present, but constantly shifts from program
to program and from region to region; currently it's on resource assessment
in the Northeast. When such concerns arise, outstanding personal achieve-
ments and contributions, which are normally of special value only to the
immediate program or region, becoﬁe of spécial value to NMFS as a whole,
With the public's attention now on Northeast resource assessment, it
seems especially appropriate that the entire Service recognize Eva's truly

outstanding achievements and contributions."

-end-




Eva S. Montiero of East Falmouth receives certificatelrecognizing her

as the best employee in the National Marine Fisheries Service in 1978. Terry L.
Leitzell, Director of the Service, presented the award as well as a 500-dollar

check at a ceremony in Woods Hole on Thursday. : )
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Febhruary 5, 1980

WOODS HOLE, MA -- Dr, Roland L. Wigley, a research fishery biologist

for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) laboratory here, has
announced a one—yeaf trial retirement to Florida. Wigley, an
international expert on the distribution and abundance of bottom-dwelling
marine organisms, was lauded in both prose and poetry at a party in

his honor at the NMFS Aquarium on Wednesday, January 30. Among the

gifts was a folder of photographs documenting and highlighting his

career. Among Wigley's accomplishments was revealing the distribution

and abundance of the deep-sea red crab which launched the current
commercial fishery for that species. The photo shows one of the more

humorous gifts he received at his trial retirement party.
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June 30, 1980 For Immediate Release

WOODS HOLE, MA -- The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's
(NOAA) fisheries laboratory at Woods Hole, Mass., has.received a grant of
$113,829 from the U.S. Department of Energy to install solar power heat-
ing and hot water supply systems.

The grant is one of four awarded to NOAA's National Marine Fisheries
Service laboratories. Other laboratories receiving grants are located at
Gloucester, Mass.,, La Jolla, Calif., and Narragansett, R.I.

The Woods Hole. project, to be completed in 18 months, is expected to
provide approximately 18 percent of the building's energy requirements.
The project is one of 843 projects totaling $31 million funded by the u.s.
Department of Energy.

Richard C. Hennemuth, Director of the Woods Hole facility, notes
that the "solar project is part of a comprehensive energy conservation
effort at the facility." Roof insulation, window insulation, and thermo-
static control for each office will be installed in addition to the solar
power heating system.

Hennemuth observes that '"much of the facility's heating problem
results from about three-fourths of the facility's surface area being
~glass." The south side of the building is an energy collector and often
warmer than necessary; the north side is an energy dissipater and often

cooler tham desirable.

- more -
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The project which demonstrates the Federal Government's commitment
to solar energy should stimulate the growth and improve the efficiency of
the solar industry, encourage more rapid commercialization of solar heat-
ing and cooling products and systems, and enable the Federal sector to
develop trained personnel in the maintenance and operation of solar energy
systems.

Hennemuth says "records will be kept on the costs of installation,
operation, and maintenance of the system, as well as on the energy savings
attributable to it." These records will be made available to local busi-
nesses considering the installation of solar power heating and water supply

systems.
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17 July 1580 For Immediate Release

WOODS HOLE, Mass. -- Four employees of the National Marine Fisheries

Service's Woods Hole Laboratory have recently retired.
Three of the four are shown in the attached photograph: (from left

to right) Betty Murray, Bob Livingstone, and Art Posgay. Not pictured

is Marge Hock.

Helen E. (Betty) Murray, a bioiogical laboratory technician, had

been at the facility for 32 years. She is a resident of Falmouth Center.

Robert (Bob) Livingstone, Jr., a research fishery biologist, had

been at the facility for 24 years. He had earlier worked with the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service in Seattle, Wash., Stanford, Calf., La Jolla,
Calf., and Newark, Del. He is a resident of Falmouth Center.

Julius A. (Art) Posgay, a research fishery biologist, had been at
the facility for 26 yearé. He had earlier workéd with the Woods Hole

Oceanographic Institution and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries

and Wildiife,

Marjorie E. (Marge) Hock, a support services supervisor, had been

at the facility for eight years. She had earlier worked with the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area,

and the U.S. Army in Natick, Mass. She is a resident of Yarmouthport.
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Fisheries Award Winner
WOODS HOLE, MA--Frank P. Almeida, a research fishery biologist at the
National Marine Fisheries Service laboratory in Woods Hole, has won that
lab's second annual "Judith Brennan Hoskins Memorial Award." 'Frank, an
LEast Falmouth resident who has worked at the lab since 1975, was selected

as the one non-managerial-level employee at the lab whose work most ex-

ceeded expectations.

During the past year, Frank assessed the biological status of silver

hake (whiting) and red hake stocks in the Northwest Atlantic. This biolog-~

ical assessment information was instrumental in the New England and Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Councils' decision on optimum yields from

these stocks. Frank has also conducted a study of the geographic differ-

ences in the relative sizes of various body parts on silver hake, in order |
to determine the geographic distributions of the different stocks of that
species in the Northwest Atlantic. Frank has further improved the tech- |
niques and usefulness of the computer processing system at the fisheries |

|
1ab. !

For winning the award, Frank has received a certificate of award and

has had his name inscribed on a memorial plaque displayed on the second-

floor lobby of the fisheries lab.

Judith Brennan Hoskins, for whom the award was named, was employed at
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Fisheries Award Winner

the fisheries lab until her death at age 31 in June 1978. At the time of
her deafh, she was chief of the lab's fishery anaiysis investigation and
had established an international reputation as a researcher of multispecies
fishery management and as an advisor to both bilateral fishery negotiations
and the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries,

Anne Tibbetts Lange, the winner of last year's award, also finally
received the certificate portion of her award at the same time that Frank

received his certificate.
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16 September 1980 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WOODS HOLE, MA--The fisheries research ship ALBATROSS IV will hold an

open house on Tuesday, 23 September, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The
ship will be docked at the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
laboratory here.

Five unique and/or advanced types of oceanographic research equip-
ment will be displayed on the rear deck and dock area. Scientists will
be available to answer questions on the equipment, the ship, and the ‘
fisheries Taboratory. |

The open house celebrates three events. It commemorates the 10th

anniversary of the founding of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)--the fisheries Taboratory's parent agency. It
celebrates this year as the "Year of the Coast." It also supplements the
week-long (22-26 September) meeting of 500 international oceanographers

in Woods Hole as part of the Third International Congress on the History

of Oceanography.

In addition to the ALBATROSS IV open house, an extensive exhibit on
the 109-year history of the NMFS laboratory will be set up in the Woods
Hole Aquarium. This exhibit is based on the one featured in the Woods
Hole Historical Society's Bradley House Museum in summer 1979. The Aquarium
and its special exhibits will not only be open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

on the same day (23 September) as the ALBATROSS IV open house, but will also

be open from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. on the other four days of that week (22 and

24-26 September) and on the five days of the following week (29 September
through 3 October).

-END- |




HOUSE AT THE.FISHERIES‘DOCK BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 2:00 P.M. ON TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER. SPECIAL RESEARCH
GEAR WILL BE DISPLAYED AND SCIENTISTS WILL BE ONBOARD TO ANSWER QUESTIONS.

PHOTO TAKEN IN 1890 OF U.S.S. ALBATROSS AND OLD FISHERIES RESEARCH FACILITY IN WOODS HOLE. AN EXTENSIVE
EXHIBIT ON THE 109-YEAR HISTORY OF THE NMFS WOODS HOLE LABORATORY WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE WOODS HOLE

AQUARIUM FROM 12:30 TO 4:30 P.M. DURING 22-26 SEPTEMBER AND DURING 29 SEPTEMBER - 3 OCTOBER.
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22 September 1980 For Immediate Release

WOODS HOLE, MA--The National Ocean Survey hydrographic survey ships RUDE and

HECK will hold an open house on Saturday, 27 September, from 10:00 a.m. to

2:00 p.m. The ships will be docked at the National Marine Fisheries Service

Laboratory.

The RUDE and HECK specialize in wire-drag surveys along the East and Gulf

Coasts,

locating and obtaining least depths on submerged objects which may be

hazardous to navigation. Presently, the ships are conducting wiré—drag and diving

operations off Oak Bluffs, Martha's Vineyard. The NOS vessels are part of the

25-vessel fleet of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NCAA) .

During the open house, vessel personnel will be available to answer questions

_concerning the ship, equipment, and vessel operations. The RUDE and HECK are

‘unique in their ship operations in that they have a single commanding officer

for both vessels.

The open house celebrates three events., It commemorates the 10th anniversary

of the founding of NOAA--the National Ocean Survey's parent agency. It celebrates

this year as the "Year of the Coast." It also supplements the week-long (22-26

_September) meeting of 500 international.oceanographers in Woods Hole as part of

the Third International Congress on the History of Oceanography.

~30-

10TH ANNIVERSARY 1870-1980

Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

A young agency with a historic
tradition of service to the Nation

Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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December 1, 1980 For Immediate Release

Northeast Fisheries Center Workshop

on Cooperative Education Programs

WOODS HOLE, MA - During 17-19 November, the Natiomal Marine Fisheries

Service's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC) hosted a workshop here on

cooperative education programs.

The National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
conducted the workshop for representatives of 21 traditionally black univ-
ersities and colleges which also have significant hispanic enrollments.

One of the workshop's immediate goals was to encourage minority and
female students to participate in the cooperative education programs at
the NEFC, the Southeast Fisheries Center (SEFC) in Miami, FL, and the four
other marine science and education organizations in Woods Hole -- Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL),

U.5. Geological Survey's Branch of Atlantic-Gulf of Mexico Geology (USGS)

and Sea Education Association (SEA). Another immediate goal was to

emphasize to research program managers the advantages and importance of
hiring co-op students. The workshop's ultimate goals were to increase the

number of qualified minorities and females interested in marine science

careers and to offset the current employment underrcpresentation by these

groups in this field, through the experience and exposure offered by these

cooperative education programs.
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Principal speakers (topics) of the workshop were: Richard E. Hennemuth,
Directof of the NEFC's Woods Hole Laboratory ("The Future of Fisheries with
an Outlook to Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action"}; Lloyd
Randolph, Regional Director of Federal Programs for the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission ("Federal Affirmative Hiring"); Otto 0. Meyers, Jr.,
and Kitty Clark of the NOAA Office of Civil Rights ("Overview of NOAA !
Affirmative Action Programs'); Dr. Bradford E. Brown, NEFC's EEC Coordinator
{('"Co-op: A Means to an End'); Louise D. Turner of the NOAA Upward Mobility
Branch ("Co-op in NOAA"); Karen Tench of the Co-op Director's Office of lLincoln
University ("Co-op: One School's Experience); and James Taormina, NMFS
Northeast Region Personnel Officer ("Untangling the Red Tape").

Also presented were two perspectives on the cooperative education program
of the NEFC, SEFC, WHOI, MBL, USGS, and SEA. First, an elght-member panel
of co-op students, currently or recently associated with the NEFC's cooper-
ative education program, discussed their actual experience. A key topic was
how they had adjusted from an academic to professional enviromment, and in
many cases, how they had adjusted from an urban to a rural or small community
setting.

Second, representatives of the research programs of the six scientific
organizations discussed co-op and other job opportunities for students within
their programs. A principal theme was the ability of research administrators i

to convert co-op students to permanent employees upon graduation.

-more-
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The representatives of the 21 universities and colleges indicated
that the firsthand experience with the personnel, facilities, programs,

and localities for the cooperative education programs would likely result

in increased student interest and participation from their schools. Officials

from the NEFC felt that the workshop was a milestone in expaﬁding the
cooperative education pbrograms to schools formerly not fully aware of this
program, and hopefully in promoting equal employment opportunity and
atfirmative action.

The schools represented were: ' Bennett College, Bowie. State College,
Cheyney State College, Clark College, Coppin State College, University of
the District of Columbia, Elizabeth City State University, Fisk University,
Grambling State College, Hampton Institute, Jackson State University, Lincoln
University, University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Morgan State University,
Morris Brown College, Norfolk State'University, Roxbury Community College,

South Carolina State College, Southern University, Virginia State University,

and Virginia Union University.

-end-
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WOODS HOLE, MA -- Dr. Roland L. Wigley, a recently retired fishery biologist
with the National Marine Fisheries Service here, has been awarded the U. S.
Department of Commerce's Silver Medal. The Silver Medal is granted by the
Secretary of Commerce for "very valuable contributions of national or
international Scope to science, ;.. demonstrated skill or ability in the
performance of duties which resulted in program advancement; (and) meritorious
authorship."

In granting the award, Secretary of Commerce Philip M. Kultznick
noted that,

"Dr. Wigley is recognized for his contribution to the development of
the Northeast's billion-dollar fishing industry and the protection of the
Northwest Atlantic's sensitive environment. His studies of deep-sea red
crabs and northern shrimp helped launch and/or sustain those fisheries.

His studies of the distribution and abundance of large, bottom-dwelling

marine invertebrates is the only existing comprehensive baseline for

the development of new deep-sea survey gear,

His and his staff's study of marine food webs have shown that_through
careful ecosystem Management, the harvest of Northwest Atlantic finfish
can be increased 100 percent over the mid-1970's levels, including those
Species (cod, haddock, flounder, etc.) traditionally favored by American

consumers. Such research was also instrumental in revealing the transfer
of 0il from the wreck of the ARGO MERCHANT through the food web to

economically important and endangered species.™




Cr. Wiglay teCeived hjg B.s.
1943 ang 4 Ph. p,

Dr. Wigley Tesides wWith i ; - They hawve
WO daughters, Cynthia and Susan.
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Narragansett, Rhode Island--The University of Rhode Island (URI) has received
the world's largest and most thorough assemblage of scientific papers on
marine mollusks--the Galtsoff Collection.

Dr. John A. Knauss, Dean of the URI Graduate School of Oceanography
and Provost for Marine Affairs, accepted the 5400 papers from Dr. Robert L.
Edwards, Director of the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast
Fisheries Center in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

The Galtsoff Collection represents 62 years of scientific endeavor by
Dr. Paul S. Galtsoff, who, pribr to his death in 1979, was the world's Teading
authority on marine mollusks and Director Emeritus of the Northeast Fisheries
Center's Woods Hole Laboratory. The scientific papers focus on the classifi-
cation, anatomy, physiology, éco1ogy, and populations of marine mollusks,
particularly the American oyster,  This invaluable source of scientific
information for marine biological and environmental researchers and marine
shel1fish fishermen and aquaculturists also stresses lobsters and sponges.

The breadth and depth of the Ga1t§off Collection is a reflection of
- one of the most important and interesting men in American marine science.
Born in 1887 in Moscow, Russia, Galtsoff graduated from Imperial Moscow
University in 1910. 1In 1914 his colleagues elected him Senior Zoologist of
the Russian Academy of Sciences. In 1917 he became Director of one of the
world's oldest marine biological laboratories in Sevastopol on the Black Sea.

-Mmore-
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His military service to the White Russian Army during World War T and
the Russian Communist Revolution 1imited his research between 1914 and 1921.
He and his wife Eugenia immigrated to the United States in 1921 after escaping
Sevastopol by ship only 12 hours before the Red Russian Army arrived with
his name on its death 1ist.

Galtsoff worked for the National Marine Fisheries Service and its
predecessor agencies untii his mandatory retirement at age 70 in 1958.
However, he continued to serve the agency as a consultant unti] 1968.
Altogether, he authored more than 150 scientific papers,

including his classic

treatise on The American Oyster. 1In 1964, the U.S. Department of the Interior

|
presented him with a gold medal for distinguished service to the American

people.



Dr. Robert L. Edwards of the National Marine Fisheries Service
presents a plague to Dr. John A. Knauss of the University of Rhode Island

to commemorate the donation of the Galtsoff Collection of scientific papers

on marine mollusks to the University's library.
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Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

October 26, 1981  F/NEC:JAG

Mr. Robert Finch ‘ |
Cape Cod Museum of Natural History

Route 6A

Brewster, MA 02631

Dear Mr. Finch:

Attached for your information is a copy of a note from Charles
Wheeler of the Northeast Fisheries Center's Woods Hole Laboratory to
Dr. Robert Edwards, the Center Director. The note documents the abnor-
mally large and frequent fluctuations in Woods Hole Harbor temperatures
recentiy. You may wish to speculate on the relationship between these

temperature fluctuations and any other fluctuations you may have ob- .
served in the coastal environment.

Also, as I indicated to you in our telephone conversation this !
morning, I have bagged four ruffed grouse so far this hunting season. '
One of these was the gray phase which to my knowledge is the only phase : @
observed here on Cape Cod at least since [ have been here since 1976. |
The other three included a pure red phase and two red-gray gradations.

To my knowledge, these are the first red phase birds seen here in some |
time.

As 1 indicated to you, the red phase is the dominant phenotype L
within any subspecies/population, but its occurrence is more limited by
cold weather than that of the gray phase. With two successive mild ‘L
winters and dry springs (the latter directly related to brood survival), N
1t appears that the red phase is here in force, This ties in well, also, |/
with the observations of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and ' |

Wildlife that ruffad grouse populations in the state are at all-time
highs in some areas. :

For your information, I have included photocopied pages from the
bible in the field, The Ruffed Grouse by Frank W. Edminster. These pages
should help to thoroughly confuse you on the matter of subspecies, popu-
lations, and color phases. If you ever want to do an in-depth review of
this color-phase matter, then I suggest you contact Dr. Gordon W. Gullion

of the University of Minnesota at St. Paul. He is the reigning expert
on ruffed grouse.

Sincerely yours,

Jon A. Gibson
Technical Writer-Editor
(Fishery Biology)

Attachments(2)
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1980 summer mean: 70.5°F;
the summer quarter is 68,7°F,

?ollowing is a table showing the vagaries of Woods Hole water teme
- perature in recent weeks, Incidentally, the summ
~last yesr was the warmest in 19 years and 1981 was 2 close gsacond,

: 1981 summer mean: 70,1°F, The 19 vear mesan for
(411 temperature

er quarter (July - Sept,)

balpw

<l
s are °F)

Veelk # Period 19 year 1981 Divergence from

covered means mean 19 year mean
32 dug, 6 - 12 70,9 7342 +2,3
33 *13-19 70,3 72.3 1.8
3h "20 - 26 69,9 7043 +0oly
35 Aug. 27 - 3ep, 69,7 6944 =063
36 Seps 3 = 9 68,5 68.L «Oel
37 10 - 16 67,1 68,7 1.6
38 17 - 23 65.9 66,9 +1.0
39 " 24 - 30 6Ly, 2 63.8 =0.0
Lo &ct, 1 -7 6248 59.9 =249
L1 " 8 - 14 &0,7 56.9 =3s7

This little exercise emphasizes the proper attitude toward New

England and particularly Cape Cod weather: always expect the un expected!




NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

News Release

UJ. S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION - NATIONAL MARINE FISHCRIES SERVICE
NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

WQOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

{(817) 548-5123 - CONTACT: JON A. GIBSON

4 January 1982 For Immediate Release
Fisheries Award Winner

WOODS HOLE, MA--Ralph K. Mayo, a research fishery biologist at the National
Marine Fisheries Service's Laboratory in Woods Hole, has won that Tab's
third annual "Judith Brennan Hoskins Memorial Award." Mr. Mayo, a Teaticket
resident who has worked at the lab since 1973, was selected as the one
nonmanagerial-Tlevel employee at the Tab whose work most exceeded expectations.

Mr. Mayo is an internationally recognized expert in processing and
analyzing fisheries statistics. He has been responsible for compiling
fisheries statistics from the Northwest Atlantic for use by international
organizations such as the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization, and for
initially analyzing such statistics for population assessments by American
scientists. He has personally assessed the Northwest Atlantic populations
of redfish (ocean perch) and has helped in assessing the populations of
Northwest Atlantic haddock, vellowtail flounder, pollock, and scup.

Mr. Mayo has played an important role in: (1) assessing the fisheries
_impacts‘of 01l and natural gas exploration and development in the Northwest
Atlantic, (2) assessing the fisherieslimpacts of siting an o0il refinery on
the northern New England coast, (3) collecting catch statistics on the
foreign fisheries in the Northwest Atlantic, and (4) characterizing the

discarded catches by American fishermen in the Northwest Atlantic.

-more-




Add One
" Fisheries Award Winner

Mr. Mayo 1s also Acting President o7 the American Fisheries Society's
Southern New England Chapter,

For winning the award, Mr. Mayo has received a certificate of award,
a check for 500 dollars, and has had his name inscribed on a memorial plague
displayed on the second-floor lobby of the fisheries Tab.

Judith Brennan Hoskins, for whom the award was named; was employed at
the fisheries Tab unti] her death at age 31 in June 1978. At the time of her
death, she was chief of the lab's fishery analysis investigatioh and had
estabiished an internationaj reputation as a researcher of multispecies
fishery Management and as an advisor to both bilateral fishery negotiations
and the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries.

Also recently receiving recognition at the fisheries lab have been
James M. Crossen of Falmouth Center (30—year Length of Service Award),
Marion J. Hubler of Mashpee (Special Act Award), Gwendolyn L. Kelley of
Pocasset (25-year Length of Service Award), George F. Kelly of Sippewissett
(35-year Length of Service Award), Bernice E. Kingsley of Falmouth Center
(Quality Step Increase'Award), Anne M. T. Lange of Woods Hole (Group Special
Act Award), Ralph K. Mayo (Group Special Act Award), Steven A. Murawski of
Sippewissett (Group Special Act Award), Kathryn A. Paine of Teaticket
(Quality Step Increase Award), Joan Palmer of Teaticket (Quality Step
Increase Award), Robert W. Ransom of Falmouth Center (15-year Length of
Service Awérd), James W. Sandlin of Maravista (25-year Length of Service
Award), Violet M. Sikora of Pocasset (15-year Length of Service Award), and

Malcolm J. Silverman of Falmouth Center (15-year Length of Service Award).

-end-
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NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

News Release

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION - NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NORTHLAST FISHERIES CENTER

WCODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543
(817) 548.5123 . CONTACT: JON A. GIRSON

18 February 1982 For Immediate Release

WOODS HOLE, MA--Cooperative fisheries research between American and
Polish scientists has yielded valuable information on Northwest Atlantic
mackerel.

American scientists from the National Marine Fisheries Service and
Polish scientists from the Polish Sea Fisheries Institute are on board
the Polish research vessals ADMIRAL ARCISZEWSKI and KANARYJKA. The
scientists have hydroacoustica]1y Tocated and mapped a major_concentration
of Atlantic mackered around Hudson Canyon--about 30-50 miles south of
Long Island and east of New Jersey and about 150-250 feet deep. Extensive
biologica]l samples and hydroacoustical records have been taken.

These samples and records have provided valuable data on temperature
preferences, behéviora] characteristics, distributional patterns, and
age/size composition in the Northwest Atlantic mackerel stock. The data
are not only of interest to fishermen, but also to fisheries scientists
who will use them in their information and advice to the New England and
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils., These Councils, created by
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and. Management Act, manage the fisheries

n their respective region's 200-mile 1imit.

-more-




Add One
Mackerel

The ADMIRAL ARCISZEWSKI and the KANARYJKA arrived here on January

19 and. February 15, respectively, and will continge research between

Georges Bank and Cape Hatteras until the end of March. The American

scientists on board wil] direct the collection of 3,000-5,000 tons of

mackerel (out of a population estimated at 800,000 tons) during the study.

Research for the remainder of the period will focus on determining: (1)

indices of mackerel population size, and (2) inadvertent catches of

‘other species while fishing for mackerel.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE |

Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Admlmstratmn :
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVIGE .

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

News Release No, 82-03: - For More Information Contact: '

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jon A, Gibson {617—548~5123)

HADDOCK POPULATION PECLINING

WoQDs HOLE, MA, December 7-~Scientists at the National Marine

» down from more than 70 miilion
» and down substantially from the 1977- 80 period when

ery large numbers of young haddock entered the fishery., The long-term

yerage population for Georges Bank is 140 million fish. The Gulf of

Maine population has been more stable in recent years

s but also appears

Dr. Bradford E. Brown, Acting Director of the NMFS's Woods

le Laboratory, feels that "

if fishing effort stays at the current

Vel and if the number of young haddock growing to a catchable size

ch year continues to be low then the biomass

» OT total welght, of

the Georges Bank population could decline by over 50 percent by the

beginning of 1985,
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HADDOCK POPULATION DECLINING

‘Reported haddock landings by commercial fishermen reflect
theée population declines. The 1982 landings from Georges Bank will
likely approximate 15-16 thousand metric tons -- down 35 percent
from 1981, and down 42 percent from 1980. Increased effort by
commefcial fisherﬁen for large haddock in the Gulf of Maine will
keep 1982 ;eported landings from the Gulf of Maine on a par with
1980 and 1981.

The total price received at fhe‘dock (the "exvessel price"} for
American landings of haddock exceeded 22 million dollars in 1981,

Future populations énd landings will depend primarily upon.
futuie production, survival, and growth of young haddock, say the

NMFS scientists. Since it takes at least two years before a haddock

.can grow to-arcatchable size (also called '"recruitment'), and since
the'estimated ndmbers7of young haddock produced in 1981 and 1982 were
reléfively few,-there wiil be no recovery in haddock populations until
1985 at the earliest.

The New England Fishery Manégement.Council currently manages

these haddock populations primarily to protect future recruitment.

Under its Interim Fishery Management Plan/Draft Environmental Impact

Stateﬁent forIAplantic Groundfish, the Council restricts the harvest-
ing of young_haddock in the hope that mény of them will live long
enOuéh tdrspawn at least once. Such resfrictions, in effect since
March‘Sl, 1982, include seasonal spawning-area closures, minimum

net-mesh sizes, and minimum possession-length sizes.

-more-~




ADD TWO

HADDOCK POPULATION DECLINING

Dr. Brown noted that the NMFS Woods Hole Laboratory "regularly

provides information on the current and future populations of Northwest

Atlantic fishes to fisheries managers such as the New England Fishery.

Management Council." However, because of the fishing industry's

interest in such information, Dr. Brown: says ''the laboratory will

begin to make a special effort to provide the information directly

to industry members."




UNITED STATES DEPARTMERT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospherie Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, MA 02543

News Release No. 83-01 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE don A. Gibson (617-548-5123)

Joint U.S.-Poland

Fisheries Research Renews

WOODS HOLE, MA’GEEEEi:{mEf_-TdééQEthe Polish research vessel WIECZNO
arrives in Woods Hole to begin the 12th year of joint U.S.-Poland
fisheries research.

American scientists from the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) wil1 board the ship and direct her studies until she returns
to Poland in mid-March. The WIECZNO wiTl be Joined later by two other
Polish vessels, the ADMIRAL ARCISZEWSKI and KUNATKA. Again, NMFS
scientists will board and direct research for these two vessels.

The joint research will again focus on “pelagic," or open~water,
animals such as mackerel, squid, and sharks. Information will be
sought oh these animals! geographic distribution, relative abundance, age
composition, maturity rates, fééding habits, blood diseases and parasites,
temperature preferences, etec.

-~ An important finding in last year's joint research was the practicality
of an American fishery for overwintering mackerel in Southern New England
waters. Any such findings from this year's joint research will be immediately
radiced to intereéted American fishermen. There will also be an opportunity
for a few American fishermen to board one of the research vessels and
~ Observe firsthand the trawling:operations:

-and-




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ‘
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543 _!

News Release No. 83-02 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jon A. Gibson (617-548-5123)

1982 LANDINGS
UP IN VALUE
DOWN IN WEIGHT

WOODS HOLE, MA, February 9 -- Commercial Tandings of finfish and shellfish
in New England decreased less than one percent in weight, but increased
more than fouf percent in value, in 1982.
The 1982 landings were 698 million pounds valued at 380 million dollars.
The 1981 Tandings were 704 mitlion pounds valued at 363 million dollars. |
Landings (in millions of pounds and dollars) by major New England

ports for 1981 and 1982 are shown below: |

1981 | 1982 !

Port Pounds DoTllars Pounds Dollars ﬁ
Gloucester, MA 176 45 144 46
New Bedford, MA 76 78 .82 85
Rockland, ME 45 11 57 11

Portland, ME 45 17 67 13

Pt. Judith, RI 40 13 56 20

Boston, MA 30 12 27 12

i

-more-
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1982 LANDINGS

The National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center
has also broken these figures down state by state and species by species.

The Center cautions that these breakdowns are only preliminary, though:

1981 ' 1982
State Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
ME 238 104 217 101 |
NH 8 4 8 4
MA 370 197 355 212 ;
RI | 80 48 113 54
CT 8 10 5 9
1981 1982
Species Pbunds Dollars Pounds Do]]ars
Atlantic cod 100 33 104 38 :
Haddock 55 22 46 23 |
Yellowtail flounder 32 16 45 24
Atlantic herring 139 8 73 4
Sea scallop 20 79 16 58
American Tobster 36 82 37 85
A1l others 322 123 377 148

-end-




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Nationai Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

News Release No. 83-03 ror More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jon A. Gibson (617-548-5123)

MORE, BIGGER, AND EARLIER MACKEREL
FOR NORTHEAST'S FISHERMEN?

WOODS HOLE, MA, February 22--Warmer-than-usual waters in the Northwest

Atlantic this winter may bring an earlier-than-usual season for
mackerel fishermen this spring. A bohus will be the presence of more
and larger fish than in recent seasons.

The attached figure shows the usual presence of Atlantic mackerel
along the Northeast coast. However, the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) reports a major mackerel concentration only 30 miles
east of Atlantic City, New Jersey, as.of the second week of February --
closer to shore and shallower in depth than usual for this period.

This major mackerel concentration was located and is being studied
by the NMFS's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC) in Woods Hole, Massachusetts,
“in cooperation with the Polish Sea Fisheries Institute (PSFI) in Gdynia,
Poland. Both NEFC and PSFI fisheries scientists are now on board one
Po]ish.research.vesse1, the WIECZNO, and one Polish fishing vessel,
the ADMIRAL ARCISZEWSKI, off New Jersey. A second Polish fishing vessel,

the KUNATKA, will join the study in early March.




ADD ONE
MACKEREL FISHERMEN

This joint American-Polish study has also confirmed an abundance
of large fish (between 17 and 19 inches and about two pounds each) in
this year's mackerel popu1ation. The NEFC has further documented with
its own perennial series of research vessel surveys a steady 75 percent
(522-million-pound) increase in the mackerel population since 1978.

The Northeast's mackéreT fishermen may well expect more, bigger,

and earlier fish this spring.

-end-

Editor's Note: In addition to the attached figure is an enclosed
background document. This document not only gives excellent information

for this news item, but also for future news items on AtTantic mackerel.

Attachment (1)

Enclosure (1)
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Background Information to Accompany
Northeast Fisheries Center
News Release No. 83-03 --

"More, Bigger, and Earlier Mackerel for Northeast's Fishermen?"

prepared by

Dr. Emory D. Anderson |

Senior Assessment Scientist

N
Resource Assessment Division
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The seasonal distribution of Atlantic mackerel was unusual in
1982, and thus far in 1983, in the Northwest Atlantic. In most years,
mackerel begin moving south out of the Gulf of Maine in October-December.
Commercial landings tend to pick up first in Gloucester, Massachusetts,
in about October and then in Pravincetown, Massachusetts, in November-
December as the fish move south along the coast. These mackerel
continue around Cape Cod and follow the coast west and south; in some
years they support a brief recreational fishery off the coast of northern
New Jersey in November or December. The migration along the coast
continues southward as far as Cape Hatteras before the mackerel turn
around and head back north in the spring.

In 1982, though, the movement out of the GUTF of Maine was delayed
due to warmer-than-usual water temperatures. Mackerel schools were
observed around Cape Cod in danuary, and some reports were received of
small mackerel east of Cape Cod in February. Recreational party- and
charter-boat catches of mackerel were reported off northern New Jdersey
as late as mid-January.

The distribution of mackerel is governed, in part, by water
temperature. Mackerel averwinter between Cape Hatteras and Georges Bank,
but generally shift north or south within this area in response to higher
or Tower water temperature at that time of year (December—Apri]).
Perennial bottom-trawl survey catches of mackerel by the NMFS Northeast
Fisheries Center (NEFC) at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, during the spring
(March—ApriT) documented a gradual northward shift during 1968-74 in

response to a general warming trend. Based on the higher water

temperatures in the winter of 1982-83, it is not surprising that mackerel

are farther north than usual at this time.
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A cooperative research program 1s currently in progress between
the NEFC and the Polish Sea Fisheries Institute (PSFI) in Gdynia,

Po1and; to learn more about the distribution pattern and age structure
of the overwintering mackere] stock., This program, involving a Polish
research vessel, two Polish factory trawlers, and both U.S. and Polish
scientists, began in late January 1983 and will continue through April
1983. Similar research on mackerel was done with Poland in 1981 and
1982. Cooperative fishery research has been done by the NEFC and the
PSFI since 1972.

The Polish research vessel WIECZNO is nearing completion of a
bottom-traw] Survey begun in late January conducted between Cape Hatteras
and Georges Bank. The purpose of this survey was to locate the principal
concentrations of mackerel in the area. The Polish factory trawler
ADMIRAL ARCISZEWSKI began a research fishery for mackerel in early
February and will he Jjoined by the othep Polish factory trawler, the
KUNATKA, in early March. In‘addition to taking large catches of mackerel
for the purpose of monitoring the age structure of the stock, these two
vessels will also scout designated areas during specific periods of :
time to further define the extent of mackere] distribution. :

Activities through the first two weeks of February have identified
a major concentration of mackerel centered about 30 miles east of
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Results from the cooperative work with the L
Polish vessels, as well as observations from U.S. Fishermen, have W
indicated that mackerel are presently closer to shore and in shallower

water than was the case in 1981 or 1982,
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Historically, mackerel have, an average, appeared close to shore
and first become available to recreational fishermen by the last week
of March off Delmarva and by the end of the first week of April off

southern New Jersey. The récreational (and domestic commercial) fishery

in the Mid-Atlantic area follows the northward-migrating fish until they
disappear past Long Island and continue north. Based on the ‘increased
water temperature now being observed, it is possible that this spring's
coastal run of mackerel may come earlier than normal. Further research |
on the distribution pattern of mackerel and water temperatures associated
with their occurrence should provide beneficial information for the wise k
Management and utilization of the species. |
The mackerel stock in the Northwest Atlantic has been the subject
of scientific investigation since the Tate 1800's, and since 1972 has
been analyzed extensively by scientists from the NEFC, Canada, and other

countries such as Poland which fished it intensively from 1968 until R
1977,

Research since the early 1970's has focused primarily on assessing

the status of the stock and the effects of fishing it. The total

international catch increased from about. 10,000 metric tons in 1960

to a high of 430,000 tons in 1973, and then subsequently dropped to a

relatively steady level of 25,000-35,000 tons during 1978-82. The U.S.

commercial catch has not exceeded 4,400 tons during the past two decades

whereas the recreational catch was estimated to be about 16,000 tons
in 1970,

Recreational catch estimates have been based on periodic

national and regional creel surveys, and since 1979 on a comprehensive

annual national survey of marine recreational fishing. The estimated
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catch in 1979 was about 3,300 tons. Estimates for years since 1979
have not been released yet, but are assumed to be higher than in 1979.
The mackere] stock in the Northwest Atlantic has fluctuated in

abundance considerably during the past two decades. Based on analysis
of catch-at-age data for the international fishery (commercial and
recreational), since 1962, the weight or biomass of the total stock
(al1 fish age 1 and older) increased from around 300, 000 metric tons
during 1961-65 to a peak of 1.8 million metric tons in 1970-71 before
dropping to an estimated 323,000 metric tons in 1978. Since 1978,

the total stock has increased almost 75% in weight to about 560,000
metric tons at the beginning of 1983. The spawning portion of the stock
(estimated as 50% of the age 2 fish and 100% of the age 3 and older fish)
was estimated to be about 470,000 metric tons at the start of 1983,
These f1ubtuations in the stock, and most importantly the recent
rebuilding, have been documented by the bijomass indices calculated from
results of the spring and autumn bottom-traw] surveys conducted by the
NEFC between Cape Hatteras and Nova Scotia, and also from catch-and-
effort data from the U.S. commercial fishery. Estimates of the U.S.
recreational catch of mackerel in the past have been well correlated
with estimates of stock biomass. The recovery trend in mackerel should
signal increased recreational catches. Also of interest to anglers
is the relative abundance of large mackerel measuring 17-19 inches in
total length and weighing around two pounds each. These are primarily

fish from the fairly good 1974 (age 9) and 1978 (age 5) year classés.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE

idational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIGNAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Northeast Fisheries (enter

Woods Hole Laboratory
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March 30, 1983 F/NEC1:JG

s, Carolyn Woodwell

almouth Enterprise

Depot Avenue

almouth, Massachusetts 02540

ear Carolyn,

Following are the vital facts on two of the Woods Hole Laberatory's
mployees who will retire Thursday, March 31, as I indicated T would provide
his morning (March 29). "I hope that by interviewing these two employees,
ou can develop a good human interest story. Charlie Wheeler, from the old
ime school of field naturalists, has more than a half century of first hand
bservations on the local environment and its fish and wildlife populations.
d Handy has first hand observations on the computer revolution in marine
ciences.

Charles Lincoln Whesler

- Local address: 92 Sippewisset Road

- Date began Laboratory employment: 7/6/59

- Beginning title: Fishery Research Biologist (Marine)
Current title: Fishery Biologist (Research)

Edward Ellsworth Handy
- Local address: 98 Shore Street
- Date began Laboratory employment: 10/3/70

- Beginning title: Electric Accounting Machine Program Supervisor
- Current title: Supervisory Computer Specialist

-

Dr. Marvin D. Grosslein

P

© RATION




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Mational Oceanic and Atmespheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

News ReTease No. 83-04 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jon A. Gibson (617-548-5123)
FISH REACTION TO FISHING GEAR

WOODS HOLE, MA, April 19 —- New findings on fish reaction to fishing gear,
captured on videotape, will be shown and discussed on Wednesday, ApriT 27,
at the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Aquarium in Woods Hole.

A morning session from 9:00 a.m. to noon will be directed at commercial
fishermen. An afternoon session from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. will be directed
at fish behaviorists and fisheries biologists. Other interested public may
attend either session.

These videotapes, edited from over 1,000 hours of underwater shooting
by the Scottish Department of Fisheries and Agriculture (SDFA), cover such
topics as trawls overtaking fish schools, fish schooTs encountering gill nets,

fish taking baited hooks, haddock and Atlantic cod behavior, etc.

Leading the discussion and answering questions wi7l be Dr. Clem Wardle,
‘a fish behaviorist, and Mr. Jack Robertson, a fishing gear specialist. Both
. men come from the SDFA's marine Taboratory in Aberdeen, Scotland.

Funding for the visit of Dr. Wardle and Mr. Robertson came from the
;Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Program. The Massachusetts Division

of Marine Fisheries (MDMF), with assistance from NMFS and the Massachusetts

Inshore Draggermen’s Association, is hosting them.

-more-
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FISH REACTION TO FISHING GEAR

Also, the New England Fisheries Development Program has funded a

sales/loan program for these videotapes to be administered by the MDMF

and the Massachusetts Maritime Academy.

Shown below are the subjects covered in one of the videotapes --

"Fish Behavior in Trawls: 1980-1982."




00.00
01.22
02.15

03.13
03.40
04.02
04.56

FISH BEHAVIOUR IN TRAWLS 1880-1982

. glack and white video
PO Box 101, Aberdeen, UK

Min/Sec

Address of Laboratory and Crown Copyright capticn.

Real time {zero clock at end of "Crown Copyright™ %title)

a0m vwisibility, 6C0HP four panel trawl seen from above and gide

Starbeoard V board curtain of sand cloud sandeels

Port V board. Views of fish swimming between boards towards
net mouth '

Beard sand cloud and wingend passing as if you are a fish

Saithe and haddock swimming into net mouth

Fish turning to swim forwards with net behind bobbins

Continucus shot of a large school of saithe over bebbins in
net mouth

Same shot all fish move back due to speed increase 2.4 to 2.9 «
knots

Same fish meve forwards as net slows to 2.5 knots

Sequences of mackerel, saithe and sandeels feeding on sandeels

Illustrations of fish becoming exhausted and turning to pass
into net.

Skate. 53 herded by lower bridle during two minutes into
path of net

Skate, spurdog, wide angle view of mouth area 6QOHP panel
trawl :

Mackerel schools in deep water swimming in net mouth

Remote vehicle moving inte mouth area to cbserve saithe

Mackerel swim from among sailthe forwards and out of net mouth

Trawl board sand cloud passing intoc net mouth displacing fish
to side

Haddock and saithe escaplng between bhoard sand cloud and outgide
of net

Haddock escaping over headline of trawls

Codend, sprats meshed, sguid ink passing out of codend small
squid inside

Net funnel area fish hsld up by flapper fish passlng out uhrough
meshes here

Sandeels passing out all over net surface

Codend bulging and stretching when loaded, meshes cpen small
fish escaping

Empty codend loose meshes

Codend G0C0HP trawl 50cm saithe, 45 baskets, long extenszon plece

Sandeels trapped by stretched meshes of the extension piece

View to codend from back of stretched funnel

Short codend constricted due to load in codend

Square mash codend with no constriction or clesing of meshes
due to load ) '

Smaller fish swimming and escaping from squars mesh ccdend

Nephrops reactions to fishing line of trawl in burrows and on
surface

Nephrops herded or lost by bridle, red light in the dark

End sequence net coming fast round reck

tape available from the Dirsctor, DAFS Marine Laboratory,
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News Release No. 83-05 For more information contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Dr. Carolyn Brown (617) 548-5123

WILL SLIME BLOOM HIT AGAIN?

WOODS HOLE, MA, June 28--A study 1s underway by the National Marine Fisheries @

Service {(NMFS) to determine distribution and abundance of slime-producing

jellyfish, siphonophores, in the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank;«

bloom simiiar to'the one Tast year could be dé&&gff”iqumg_thgﬁfi§5{ﬁg;industry.‘

The objective of the study is to determine what triggers these slime
blooms. This may enable NMFS’s Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC)_to forecast

a winter-spring bloom for i983~84.

This slime study is a cooperative effort between the NEFC and other

institutions. The NEFC, the Harbor Branch Foundation, and the U.S. Navy will

begin cruises in early July, using the Research Vessel Johnson and the submersible
Sealink. Later in the fall, the State of Maine's Research Vessel Challenge is
scheduled to take part in the study. The NEFC's Gloria Michelle will be used

Gdynia, Poland, for sorting.
If you have information on the occurrence of slime, please contact
arolyn Griswold, by writing National Marine Fisheries Service, RR 7, South

erry Road, Narragansett, RI 02882, or call (401) 789-9326.

- end -
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News Release 83-06 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Thomas L. Meyer (617-548-5123)
REWARD FOR TAGGED LOBSTERS

WOODS HOLE, MA, July 1 -- The National Marine Fisheries Service {NMFS)
will give a five-dollar reward, plus the current landed value, for
speciélly tagged Ilobsters in the Gulf of Maine.

The NMFS will begin tagging on July 5 within a 40-nautical-mile radius
of Truxton Swell in the central Gulf of Maine. The tagged lobsters could
be recaught anywhere in the Gulf, though.

Each tag is a short length of bright orange tubing attached to the base
of the lobster's back. One side of each tag has a tag number and the word
"REWARD"; the other side has the words ”NMFS, WOODS HOLE, MA.Y

Fishermen who catch any of these tagged lobsters should: (1) record
the tag number, catch date, and catch location; (2) keep the lobster alive
or frozen with the tag intact; and (3) upon returning to port, notify the

nearest NMFS port agent for immediate payment. |

| This tagging study is a joint effort between the State of Maine's
Department of Marine Resources and the NMFS's Northeast Fisheries Center.
The study will last three years, release 1000 tagged lobsters each year,

and yield information on lobster abundance, health, growth, reproduction,

and migration.

-more-
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FIGURES

Caption

Using the NOAA research vessel Gloria Michelle, the Maine

Department of Marine Resources and the National Marine Fisheries

Service's (NMFS) Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods Hole,

Mass., will tag and release 1000 lobsters each July for the

next three years within a 40-nautical-mile radius of Truxton

Swell in the central Gulf of Maine. Fishermen who return any

tagged lobsters they catch to their nearest NMFS port agent

will receive an immediate five-dollar reward, plus the current

Tanded value.

Fishermen should watch for tagged lobsters similar to the

one in the illustration. Each tag is a bright international

orange vinyl tube attached by a yellow nylon thread to a

Stainless steel wire 'clip. The wire ¢lip -- which closely

resembles. a staple -- ig inserted into the layer of muscle

Jjust under the rear carapace shell, between the body and taiil

section. The tag is retained during molting,
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ews Release No. 83-07 For more information contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Dr. Carl Sindermann

201-872-0200, Ext. 201

The R/V KYMA - A Ship for A1l Seasons

Sandy Hook, NJ, August 5 -- Around the waters of Raritan Bay and the New
fork Bight one of the busiest of the older hoats is supporting the activities
f marine scientists. The research vessel KYMA is operated by the Sandy Hook
aboratory of NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service.

The tough 65-fgot workhorse is a converted U. S, Army T-boat, built in
52. The Army operated the vessel for nearly two years and then mothballed
her. The 0ffice of Naval Research recommissioned the vessel in April, 1962,

and turned her over to New York University. She was- christened KYMA, which

for the next year including converting the cargo hold to a laboratory, adding

uel tanks to increase range and bilge keels to help stability. It sailed

KYMA now fitted for diver support, biological sampling by trawl and !
dredge as wel] as for sediment and hydrographic sampling. Because of her g
bility to perform 4 variety of tasks, the cruise activities are frequent ang W

farticu1ar1y active in the summer. She s scheduled for about 150 days each i

-more-




year. Every Monday, from May tp October, for example, it steams down the

ast to Long Branch and' 1ab scientists take samples of water at six stations

dh a course extending offshore approximately 14 miles,
callops for a NMFS researcher at the Milford, CT Taboratory studying

hel1fish enzymes or take sediment samples four mi]es southeast of Ambrose

1ght near the sewage sludge dumping area. Bottom d1ssolved oxygen is also

on1tored since it can get quite Tow in this area every summer. These bottom

amples, both the scallops and sediments, are analyzed for ;3 study of seasonal

hange in heavy metal concentrations.

d study the seasonal behavior of a "cold cell™ an oceanographic feature off

ew Jersey which can influence temperature and nutrient content of inshore

waters, hence the movements of migrating fishes.

Twice a month the KYMA carries out a .group conducting a fish survey of

e Sandy Hook, Raritan and Lower New York Bays. At eight stations a trawl

t is set and all the fish and crabs collected are weighed, measured and

unted This study is intended to document how productive different bottom

pes are and what species congregate at the various locations throughout the

ar. Some of the study sites are borrow pits,
nd,

places previously mined for

other locations sampled are in channels and ¢en natural bottom.

A's Ocean Systems Division who will set up a test for a current measuring

'atem at Ambrose Light Tower. The Ambrose Tower, 8 miles east of Sandy Hook

3

& focal point for maritime traffic in the shipping lanes entering the New

rk Harbor complex. The system invo]ves mooring current meters and

ansmitting "real-time" information on speed and direction of bottom

frents. Diver support for surveying the bottom, dep]oyment of current

ters .and instrumentation w111 all be done from the KYMA

=more=

then they either dredge

The water transect samples will be used




R/V KYMA add two

Another agency using the KYMA is the U. S. Public Health Service. For at
Teast one week each year, a mobile lab is driven to Sandy Hook from
Davisville, RI, and bacteriological cultures are identified and counted from
samples taken aboard the KYMA. This monitoring effort determines the boundary
jimit of harvestable shellfish grounds around the Bay entrance.
In addition, academic collaborators from Rutgers, Drew, SUNY (Stony
Brook }, and the University of Delaware share some vessel time with Sandy Hook
icientists through the year, often bringing students to learn shipboard
echniques. They collect sampies for immunology, parasite, disease, behavior
nd other studies.
| With present Federal budget constraints the chances of vessel replacement
re extremely slim, so regular maintenance and operating efficiency are
articularly important. Watching over the vessel, fts equipment and cruise
érticipants is Captain Fritz Farwell. A native of New Jersey, Captain
érwe11 came to the Taboratory in 1969 with experience in operating
écreationa] charter vessels and is expert in marine wiring, hydraulics, and
ﬁiesé1 mechanics, His knoW]edge of local waters makes him a valuable member
R/V KYMA add three of every cruise planning session and the scientists respect
his opinion and ability. The success of many cruises has hinged on his
sensible solutions to difficult problems of sampling and setting out of
special gear. For the immediate future, the monitoring of conditions and

anges of the New York Bight marine resources will remain the committed

ssion of the KYMA.

-end-
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News Release No. 83-08 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE LCDR Ronald J. Smoltowitz (617-548-5123)

W0ODS HOLE, MA, August 8--This year is the centennial of U.S. Government
marine research on board a series of four ships bearing the name Albatross,
The original and most famous Albatross was a steamship and also
Carried the sailing rigging of a brigantine. For 40 years it conducted
fish and bottom surveys on the Atlantic continental shelf, in the.Bering
Sea, and in the Pacific, The Albatross had the distinction of being the
first vessel built by any government especiaiTy for marine research.
Its first scientific Cruise was made in the summer of 1883. The Albatross
was decommisssioned in 1921.
The second Albatross was originally the Patuxént and waﬁ acquired
by the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries from the Navy in 1926. The Navy had
used it as a minesweeper in World War I and later as a sea tug. The

Bureau of Fisheries renamed it the Albatross IT, after costly repairs.

It sailed as a research vessel fop only six years due to extreme age

and a lack of funds. The Albatross I1 conducted biological studies of

the New England fishing banks. It was taken out of service in 1932,
Like the Albatross 11, the Albatross III was built for other purposes
and later converted te fisheries research, The U.S. Fish -and Wildlife

Service--successor to the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries--acquired it from

the General seafoods Corporation for one dollar in 1939, Its conversion




ADD ONE
ALBATROSS CENTENNIAL

to a research vessel was interrupted. by World War II and the Navy.

In 1944, conversion continued. It became the research vessel Albatross ITI

in March 1948.. The Government used it for fisheries and Oceanographic
work in the Northwest Atlantic for 11 years. Lack of funds continually
haunted the vessel. Increased maintenance and operational costs forced

the Government to put the Albatross IIT up for sale Tn March 1959. It

was purchased in November of that year by the Island Steamship Line of
Hyannis, Massachusetts.

The Albatross IV, Tike the original Albatross, was designhed and

built especially for fisheries and oceanographic research. Since 1963,

the Albatross IV has continued the work of its predecessors, conductﬁng‘

marine research in the Northwest Atlantic for the National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)--successor agency to the U.,S. Fish and Wildlife Service's

former Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. The NMFS falls under the u.s.

Department of Commerce's National Oceanographic & Atmospheric Administration.
Many things have changed in 100 years. Government policies on

marine research have changed from time to time. Through it all, the

Albatross keeps coming back. The research continues, ~The tradition

Joes on.

~end-

Editor's Note: Black-and-white glossy prints of each of the four

Albatross's are available by contacting Brenda F. Figuerido (617-548-5123).

—_—
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News Release No., 83-09 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Kenneth Sherman (401-789-9326)

NORTHEAST MARINE

ECOSYSTEM PRODUCTIVE

 WOODS HOLE, MA, August 19, 1983--The marine ecosystem off the northeastern

United States is among the most productive in the world, with the plankton
;production changing little, but the fish production changing much during this
~century. These conclusions and others were announced by scientists with

TNOAA'S National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The findings come from

NMFS's program to study the trends in marine ecosystems, called MARMAP (marine

_resources monitoring, assessment, and prediction).
The NMFS scientists stated that_the Northeast's marine ecosystem--

: overing the continental shelf from Canada to Cape Hatteras--is about two

‘times more productive than the North Sea, and about five times more productive

gthan a soybean field on an equal-area basis. About 300 grams of carbon are

incorporated into the biological syétem each year for each square meter of

water in the Northeast marine ecosystem.

The plant plankton and the animal plankton have not changed substantially

over the past 70 years, according to the scientists. This plankton or

“primary" productivity supports the ecosystem's food chain which in turn

$upport5 a two

-million-ton annual fish catch and a one-billion-dollar annual

harvestfng and processing industry for the coastal states from Maine to North




'MARINE ECOSYSTEM

ADD ONE

However, thé NMFS scientists reported large-scale changes in the
Northeast marine ecosystem's fish stocks. The stocks have been subjected to
double jeopardy. Although natural variations in the marine environment have
significantly changed the abundance of fish stocks, intensive fishing has had
greater impact and has caused a sharp decline since the mid-1960's. Heavy '§
fishing, mostly by foreign fishermen, reduced the total amount or "biomass" of
fish from eight million to less than four miliion tons.

Large catches of adult herring and mackerel depressed those populations
to low levels. Herring and mackerel normally prey heavily on a small, fast-
growing fish, the sand lance or "sand eel." Using a MARMAP techigue that
yields an abundance index of fish eggs and larvae, and thus of the spawning
adults, the NMFS scientists discovered that with the reduced herring and
mackéfe] p}edéfion,_the sand eel pobu1ation exploded during thé late 1970's h%
and continues to dominate the ecosystem. Two million tons of sand eel, half
the fish biomass of the Northeast marine ecosystem, have replaced the formerly
abundant herring and mackerel stocks.

The Northeast marine ecosystem is now recovering, though. Passage of the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976, the creation of the
New England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils in 1977 to manage the
Northeast's marine fisheries, and a 70-percent reduction in foreign fishing
have spurred the recovery. However, scientists continue to monitor the
ecosystem with MARMAP to insure that any new heavy fishing doesn't seVere1y or

-more=-




MARINE ECOSYSTEM

Also, scientists will make a special effort to measure the impact of

predation among fish populations. Since initial estimates indicate that fish

species can significantly contro] their own population sizes through

annibalism and competition fop Prey, the NMFS scientists will be especially

The NMFS scientists conducting the MARMAP program in the Northeast marine

écosystem work at NMFS Laboratories at Woods Hole, Massachusets; Narragansett,

Rhode Island; and Sandy Hook, New Jersey. Their MARMAP studies systematically

» Including haddock, cod,

f]ounders, bluefish, crabs, shrimps, anchovies, sardines, pollock, hake,

squid, and other resources. MARMAP's ecological
“the 200

mapping surveys have covered

-mile wide continental she]f from the Gulf of Maine to Cape Hatteras 32
jmes during the past five years and provided, for the first time, a complete
easurement of ocean productivity against which changes in the abundance and

istribution of Tiving ocean resources can be measured in the future,

Editor™s Note: Three excellent black-and-white glossy photos of sand eels,

squid feeding on sand eels, and squid feeding on menhaden are

available from Kenneth Sherman at (401) 789-9326,




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Nertheast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

News Release No. 83-11 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephen H. Clark (617-548-5123)
REWARD FOR TAGGED POLLOCK

WOODS HOLE, MA, September 12, 1983--During September, fisheries
biologists will tag small “harbor" pollock along the central Maine coast.
Each tag is a yellow spaghetti-Tike tube which will be inserted below the
dorsal fin.

A three-dollar reward will be given for each returned tag. Anyone
capturing a tagged pollock should return the tag, together with information
on the date and location of capture, to the nearest National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) port agent (offices in Rockland, Portland, and
Gloucester), or to the nearest Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR)
office or representative. The tagging project ic a cooperative effort
between NMFS's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC) in‘woods Hole, Massachusetts,
the MDMR, and the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans in Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia. According to Dr. Stephen H. CTark, Chief of the NEFC's Gulf
0f Maine-Georges Bank Resgurces Investigation, the project "should provide
for distinguishing different pollock populations, or 'stocks,' and for
determining migration of these stocks in the western Gulf of Maine."

Clark adds that "such information is needed for effectively managing poliock

stocks in the Northwest Atlantic.”

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration




POLLOCK TAGGING
ADD. ONE

The Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans has tagged small harbor
pollock a1§ng the east coast of Nova Scotia for several years. Those tagged
fish have been recaptured throughout the Scotian Shelf region, although
a few-have been recaptured on eastern Georges Bank and in the central
Gulf of Maine. Until now, no comparable tagging study has been undertaken
for the Targe concentrations of small harbor pollock found along the Maine

coast in summer and autumn.

-end-
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News Release No. 83-12

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Br. John Boreman (617-548-5123)

NEFC AWARDS FUNDS

FOR SALMON RESEARCH

WOODS HOLE, MA, ‘October 3, 1983 -- The Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC)
spent a total of $100,000 during the past fiscal year (October 1, 1982, to
September 30, 1983) for Atlantic salmon research. Organizations receiving
funds were Maine's Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission, the University of Rhode
iIs]and, the University of Maine, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
- NEFC itself,
The 100,000 dollars came from the MNEFC's parent agency, NOAA's National
-Marine Fisheries Service, for determining the international catch of U.S.-
jspawned Atlantic salmon both in the high-seas fishery off West Greenland and
fin the coastal fisheries off the Canadian and U.S. East Coasts. Knowing which
nations catch how many U.S.-spawned fish will be important for United States
fparticipation in the new North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization, a
Etreaty-based body responsible for salmon management in the North Atlantic.
The Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission received 36,000 dollars and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service received 9,000 dollars for tagging salmon
smolts {juveniles) spawned by adults ascending several Maine rivers and the
LConnecticut River. The Commission's funds will also be used for computer-

assisted processing of historical catch data on fish tagged during the past 15




SALMON RESEARCH

ADD ONE

The University of Rhode Island received 22,000 dollars for determining
the specific characteristics of scales, otoliths (ear bones), and other hard
body parts of U.S.-spawned Atlantic salmon that may distinguish those fish
from others in the high-seas fishery,

The University of Maine received two awards totalling 23,000 dollars for
evaluating: (1) genetic characteristics; and (2) markers other than external
tags (chemical dyes, internal tags, etc.) for distinguishing U.S.-spawned
Atlantic salmon stocks from all other stocks.

The NEFC witl use 10,000 dollars to computer-analyze the data from all of

these studies, to hold scientific workshops for evaluating the findings, and

for similar purposes. 5

Editor's Note: Attached are two previously released background items: (1) a
~write-up on the Atlantic salmon fishery, its management, and research plans;
fand (2) a news release on the NEF('s Director being appointed one of the three

:U.S, Commissioners to the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization.

-end-
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Marine Recreational Fisheries Interests
National Marine Fisheries Service

Atlantic Salmon

_ Because you have ex
Marine Fisheries Sery
field, we have pre
on Atlantic salmon
to periodically p
and enforcement a
fisheries,

pressed a desire to be kept informed of the National
ice's activities in the marine recreaticnal fisheries
pared for you the attached brief report on our new research

. Until we hear from you to the contrary, we will continue
rovide you with updates on the Service's research, management,
ctivities with respect to the Northwest Atlantic's recreational




NEW RESEARCH OR ATLANTIC SALMON

}gackgrcund on the Fishery and Its Management

The United States, Canada,

and many European countries as
Spain produce

far south as
Atlantic salmen which annua

Hy migrate to the waters off West
everal years befora returning to
Greenland has no Atlan

nt fishery that has been the f
concern since the mid-1960"'s,

tic salmon rivers, but
conducts a significa

ccus of international
Greenlanders, Danes,
Greenland high-seas fish
ed for the survival of the species. In 1971, for
s700 metric tons of salmon, or 750,000 individuals,
ne high-seas fishery off west Greentand.
he average about 42

From 1964 to 1972,
» and Farcese increased the West
point where scientists fear
_example, 2

ary to thé

were caught in
Scientists have estimated that on

om the United States and Canada.
ional Commission for the Northwest Atlantic

--8 treaty-based intepn
organization--was able to set nation
Northwest Atlantic for tha first tima. Shortly thereafter, the West Greenland
high—seas fishery also came under éontro] of ICNAF. The tota] catch was
gradually reducad to about 1,100 metpric tons annually, and the high-seas
fisher?es ot Norway, Faroe Istands, Sweden, and Denmark were completely
.iminated by 1976. The ICNAF measures continued in force until
nited States extended its fisheries
erminated.

% of these fish come fr
In 1972, the Internat
Fisheries (ICNAF) ationl fisherieg management

al guotas on fished species in the

1977 when the

jurisdiction to 200 miles and [CNAF was

After termination of ICNAF, the Atlantic salmon was without

an
zation responsible

for its Management in the Northwest
uncit for the Exploration of the Sea
and the fishery off West Greenland was

thin the European Economic Community
n advice from the ICES w
No organization existed,
Management of Atlantic salmon which contain

nternational organi

ICES)

), or commen market,based ¢

orking group on North
tantic salmon.

however, specifically for the
ed all interested nations,




w Management Regime and Research

Then, on 3 March 1982, the United States signed a new treaty for the

iservation of Atlantic salmon in the North Atlantic.
ning the treaty were Canada, EEC, Iceland,
ablishes an international

Other countries
and Norway. The treaty
organization consisting of a council and three

WIth each commission responsible for waters: (1) off

th America, (2} off West Greenland, or (3) in the Northeast Atlantic. The

and rationally manage the stocks

ional commissions,

reaty seeks to conserve, restore, enhance,
Atlantic salmon.,

With the new treaty as its stimulus, the National

Marine Fisheries
rvice's Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC)

began an Atlantic salmon research :
ogram in March 1383 to study the high-seas fishery and the interception of -
S.-spawned salmon in the Northwest Atlantic.

At that time, representatives
om the NEFC,

the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Regional
fice, and the U.S. Fish ang Aild1ife Service met

Lo discuss the general ?
ection for

|
the NEFC's Atlantic salmon research and the needs of other
ganizations in the United Stateg concerned with Atlantic salmon research.

s
B March 1983, NEFC scientists met with Canadian scientists in Halifax, I

v Scotia, to review Canadian research on Atlantic salmon. On 21 April

33, many of the U.S. scientists--from federal agencies, state agencies, and

iversities--met at the NEFC's headquarters in Woods Hole,

Massachusetts, to
a detailed program of research for t

he National Marine Fisheries
vice. After review of ongoing research, the t.S.
i1d contribute most significantly in four areas: (
hods other than external

scientists felt the NEFC
1} explore and assess
tagging to separate U.S.-spawned stocks of

antic salmon from other stocks on the high seas, {2)
lyzing their tagging data, (3) assist states in expanding their tagging

grams, and (4) sponsor technical workshops which would bring together
Ple within the New

mon problems.

assist states in

England area working on Atlantic salmon to discuss

As a result of these meetings, and of the researc

¢h objectives developed
ing them, the NEFC has taken, or will take, the following steps:

1. Provide money To Maine's Atlantic Sea Run Salmon

Commission to evaluate the timing, size, and distribution

-2-



of commercial and home-water exploitat?én of 50,000

‘tagged hatchery-rearasd smolts in 1984,

Assist the same commission in summarizing and evaluating

its  tag return data, and 1in establishing a data

processing system to be used in ongoing tagging studies.

3. Provide money to the University of Rhode Island for the
assessment of certain characteristics associated with
scales, otoliths, and body measurements which may be used
in identifying U.S.-spawned stocks of Atlantic salmon on
the high seas.

4. Put out a nationwide request for proposals for two
studies on the review and evaluation of both genetic and
nonganetic techniques which could distinguish U,S.-
spawned Atlantic salmon stocks from al] other stocks. We
are now reviewing the proposals we have recedved and will
make a decision in the near future on how and where mbney
will be spent to achieve these objectives.

5. Plan a workshop in August 1984 to evaluate the stock

identification techniques that will be studied between
now and then,

A great deal of time and effort has been spent by a great
2store runs of Atlantic saimon to New England. Their efforts are now being

reatly rewarded with a significant increase in runs in severa] rivers. The
ational Marine Fisher

many people to

Tes Service, which has responsibility for research in

;e Fisheries Conservation Zone (3-200 miles from the coast) and beyond is for

e first time developing a significant research program which will assist the

ates and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A year from now we hope to be

I 2 position to know which procedures are most useful for identifying U.S.-

awned Atlantic salmon, regardless of where they are on the high seas. This
j1 be useful

' the West

in evaluating the degrea of exploitation of U.S.-spawned fish
Greenland fishery, as well as in the Canadian fishery as the
Imon migrate from West Greenland back to the United States.

If our Atlantic
Imon are being killed by other countries on the high seas, it is important
at

the United States be in a position to evaluate its significance.
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NEW DIRECTOR |
OF NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER

WINS COMMERCE DEPARTMENT SILVER MEDAL

Jre, newly appointed

s {NMFS) Northeast Fisheries

Mass., was presented today with the U.S, Commerce

Department 's Silver Medal, the Department's second highest award.

The medal, presented by Commerce Secretary Malcolm Baldridge, was made

or Peterson's national and international work in carrying out recent federa]
ishery Tegislation.

NMFS is part of the Commerce Department's National Oceanic and

tmospheric Administration,

Peterson, who received the award for his work while director of NMFS's

ortheast Regional Office in GToucester, Mass., was cited for his efforts that

esulted in a five-fold increase in joint ventures for American squid fisher-
en,

and in a negotiated agreement with Canada that allows U.S. fishermen to
mpete with Canadian sea scallop imports,

In addition, Peterson negotiated a pb]itfca11y sensitive observer program

the Japanese longline tuna fishery and successfully presented the U.S.

sition for the international management of Atlantic salmon.



‘SILVER MEDAL

DD ONE

Although Peterson has been acting as Center Director since late August,
e only officially assumed his new role on October 16,

The Northeast Fisheries Center is NMFS's research arm in the New England
and Mid-Atlantic states. In addition to Woods Hole, Center laboratories are
located in Gloucester, Massachusetts; Narragansett, Rhode Island; Milford,
Connecticut; Sandy Hook, New Jersey; Washington, D.C.; and Oxford, Maryland.
: he Center employs about 500 people and is the principal source of biological
information for managing the Northeast's marine fisheries resources and habitats.
. Peterson succeeds Dr. Robert L. Edwards as Center Director. Edwards
}assumed the role of Special Assistant to the NDAA Assistant Administrator for
ffisheries on July 1, 1982, to direct NMMFS activities in support of the U.S.
case over the international litigation of the East Coast maritime boundary
between the United States and Canada. Between Edwards' departure and
Peterson's arrival, Richard C. Hennemuth served as Acting Center Director.
Peterson, a native of Worcester, Massachusetts, graduated from the
University of Massachusetts, Amherét, in 1962 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Wildlife Management, and in 1964 with a Master of Science degree in
Wildlife and Fisheries Biology. He joined the Massachusetts Department of
Fisheries, Wildlife, & Recreational Vehicles in 1964 as an Assistant Fish &
Game Biologist, holding progressively responsible positions and becoming
Director of the Department's Division of Marine Fisheries in 1976.

He is married to the former Joan Fischer of Huntington, New(York. They
hnd their two daughters, Kristin and Kara, reside in Sandwich, Massachusetts,
Peterson is an avid fisherman and hunter, spending much of his free time

on the water or in the field.

-end-
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News Release No. 83-15% For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DR. FREDRIC M. SERCHUK (617-548-5123)

]
SEA SCALLOP POPULATIONS
CONTINUE DECLINE |

WOODS HOLE, MA, December 9, 1983 -- Sea scallop populations on Georges Bank }

|
and off the Mid-Atlantic states are the lowest since they were first surveyed
in 1975, J

According to Dr. Fredric Serchuk, scaliop biologist for the National i

Marine Fisheries Service's (NMFS) Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods Hole,

Mass., these populations "are now one-fourth to one~third their size during

1975-79."  Serchuk added that this is "the third straight year of sea scallop ]

decTines on Georges Bank; the fourth of f the Mid-Atlantic states,"

These estimates come from NMFS's annual survey of scallop populations I

rom Nova Scotia to North Carolina. This year's survey was conducted with the

OAA Ship Albatross IV during Ju1yu26 to September 2. The analytical results

f the survey data have just been compiled.

!IIE ‘ .
"The outlook for the Georges Bank and Mid-AtTantic sea scallop populations i

sn't good either., The large number of 'scallops Spawned during 1979 in the %B

have been depleted faster than anticipated. The number

Serchuk feels that "“no recovery -
1T Tikely occur unti] 1986 at the earliest."

~more-



The Gulf of Maine's offshore sea scallop populations are in better

zcondition., The 1983 NMFS survey found dense beds of scallops on two of the

S Gulf's shallow-water ledges: Fippennies and Jeffreys. These scallops are
small, though, with 50-100 needed to produce one pound of meats {or each

scallop producing about one-sixth to one-third of an ounce of meat).

Fishermen, however, are permitted by federal regulation to only land scallops
~which average a 35-or-less count per pound (or each scallop averaging abhout
.one-ha]f ounce of meat).

No sjgnificant scallop beds were found in the deepwater survey sites in
the Gulf of Maine., According to serchuk, this means that scallopers in the
Gulf "will Tikely rely more on the scallop population located inshore of the
three-mile Timit separating state and federal waters."

The recent research vesse] Survey also sampled a population of Iceland
scallops (a species similar to the sea scallop) off Cape Cod. Major
concentrations were found in 30-40 fathoms of water east-southeast of Pollock
Rips Channel. The population is well-balanced between larger and smaller-
sized individuals.

Fishermen, processors, and otﬁers with an interest or need to know the
specific locations, densities, and sizes of scallops sampled during the recent
survéy should request a copy of Woods Hole Laboratory Reference Document No.
83-37. Write: Dr. Fredric M, Serchuk, National Marine Fisheries Service,

Northeast Fisheries Center, Woods Hole, MA 02543,

~30-
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SCIENTISTS TO SAMPLE FISH
ON COMMERCIAL VESSELS AT SEA
WOODS HOLE, MA, January 20 -- Federal fisheries scientists and technicians
'gin a regionwide program the week of January 22-28 to sample commerciai
ishermen's catches at sea on board cooperating fishing vessals. This “sea-
mpling" program will significantly inject fishermen's observations on fish
pulations into the fisheries management process.

The National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center has

mpleted a few sea-sampiing trips on a limited or trial basis in recent

This year, though, the Center-w111 conduct a fyll-scale program of at ;?
east 26 sea-sampling trips out of most major and many minor fishing ports
rom Rockland, Maine, to Hampton, Virginia.

The first sea sampling of f the New England states will focus on the i
brthern shrimp fishery in the Gu]f of Maine. Cooperating vessels will saijl |
fom Gloucester, Mass., Portland, Me., and smalier Maine fishing ports. The |
irst sea sampling off the Mid-Atlantic states will focus on the black sea !
53, scup, silver hake, and squid fisheries. Cooperating vessels wif] sail

rom such fishing ports as Hampton, Va., and Cape May and Toms River, N.J.

-more-



SEA SAMPLING

ADD ONE

According to Allen E. Peterson, Jr., the Director of the Northeast

and sampling fishermen's tandings

‘their catches minus their discards at sea) at fishing ports,”

Peterson noted that, "In the past, it was difficult if not impossible to

se fishermen's qualitative observations in the scientists’ quantitative

- Sea sampling changes

F1shermen Will now sea their observations quantified by Centar

assessments., The assessments are in turn used by the New England and Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Councils to manage the region's principal

fisheries such as haddock, Atlantic mackerel, sea scallops, etc.

Fishing vessel captains or owners will be contacted and invited to

part1c1pate in the program by Northeast Fisheries Center port agents stationed '

in major fishing ports, or by Thurston Burns,

Hole,

. . |
the program coordinator in Woods ’
State marine fisheries agencies will also assist in arranging sea- |

ampTing trips. ATl data collected on such trips will be confidential.

-end-
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"OCEANOGRAPHY FOR THE STAR WARS GENERATION
NARRAGANSETT, RI, March 6, 1984--NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service is
_invo?ved in a major nationwide project which is just taking shape--the Year of
_the Ocean. 7
The year will begin officially on March 10, 1984, the first anniversary
of President Reagan's Proclamation of an Exclusive Economic Zone of the 200
nautical miles immediately off our shores. Activities during the year
sponsored by the numerous existing ocean-related organizations throughout the
U.S. will concentrate on awareness, celebration and stewardship. |
A Year of the chan Foundation, a nonpartisan, nonprofit éorporation with
a two-year lifetime, has been formed to coordinate activities and work to
aquaint the Nation with the importance in strengthening the dialogue among
those that use the sea to foster its productivity and health, On its steering
committee are representatives of industry, government, and other
organizations.
The kickoff for "the Year® will be held on Friday, March 9, with NOAA

sponsoring Ocean Science Day, During this day, school children in 12

participating cities across the U.S. are invited to tour open house NOAA
facilities. Programs conducted will jnc1ude demonstrations, films, and
presentations and di;p]ays on ocean subjects, The MNational Marine Fisheries
Service Laboratory at Narragansett will be host to over 250 students from

-more-
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South Kingstown Junior High School, Monsignor Clark School, Chariho'Regiona1
High School, and Jamestown Elementary School. They will be given a guided
tour of the NOAA f&ci]ity overlooking Narragansett Bay. Displays will
demonstrate how scientists use surveys of fish eggs and larvae to estimate the
abundance of fish stocks. New "Star-Wars" generation electronics equipment
used to electronically measure and classify plankton will be demonstrated.
The fully-automated system is the only oﬁe of its type in the World and is
part of a joint research and development project being conducted with
laboratories in France and Japan. Much of the innovative electronics were
provided by a team of researchers including scientists and engineers from NMFS
and the University of Rhode Island Schools of Oceanography and Engineering.

In keeping with the Star Wars oceanography theme, the students will be
shown how high-speed computers translate satellite images of sea-surface

- temperature into charts to be used by fishermen in locating ocean fronts that

concentrate migrating fish species.

Fish Food of the Future

The students are also in for an eating experience. Fish food made from a
- minced meat extraction of firm-fleﬁhed underutilized and highly nutritious
species, will be available for sampting by the more adventurous students. The
:new "space-age" ocean food will be prepared and served by personnel of the
NOAA/NMFS Technological Laboratory 1nVGIoucester. In addition to fishery

OCeanographers, biologists, mathematicians, and chemists, several officers of
.the NOAA Corps will be on hand to describe the variety and challenge of
Professional opportunities in the ocean sciences.

-more-
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Captions

Photo 1
Recent findings of the NMFS, Narragansett Laboratory show that most of
~the fish production in northeast waters (Georges Bank) is consumed by natural
predators including other fish, squids {see above) whales and birds. At
present only about 10-15% of the fish stocks off the northeast coast appears
to be available to the fishing industry on a continuing basisj studies by NMFS
‘are underway to increase this percentage. The photo shows squid feeding on

young menhaden in New England coastal waters.

Photo 2
High-speed computers are now being used to transmit satellite images of
sea-surface temperatures into charfs to be used by fishermen in locating ocean
fronts that concentrate migrating fish. This new system is being developed by

the University of Rhode Island and NMFS under a fund from NOAA's Sea Grant

program.

For additional information please contact Dr. Kenneth Sherman, Director,

NOAA/NMFS Laboratory, Narragansett, RI 401-789-9326.

~end-




.‘i
N
- - T

CENRME B ba ¥ %
ty X ;o
Y, mﬂ __g&_ _?. .







Nationzi Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Fisheries Center
Woods Hole, Massachusetfts 02543

ress Release No. 84-03 For More Information Contact:

OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ARTHUR W. NEILL (617-548-5123)

U.S. OFFICIALS GARNER IMPORTANT POSTS
IN NEW SALMON CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

00DS HOLE, MA, March 38, 1984--Representatives of several nations recently

athered in Edinburgh, Scotland, for the inaugural meeting of the North

tlantic Salmon Conservation Organization (NASCO).

NASCO, established under an international treaty which came into force on

Ctober 1, 1983, is composed of a Counci] and three Regional Commissions.

ountries signing the treaty include Canada, Denmark (in respect to the Farpe

lands), the European Economic Community, Iceiand, Norway, Sweden, and the

Vited States. Finland also took part in the meeting as an observer and is

pected to join NASCO.

The U.S. delegation to the Edinburgh meeting consisted of the three U.S

COmmissioners to NASCC -- Atlen E, Peterson, dJdr., of Sandwich, Massachusett,

Jr. Frank E, Carlton, Jr,, of Savannah,

blin,

Georgia, and Richard A. Buck of
New Hampshire -- as well as government advisors and scientists.

At the meeting, Peterson, who is Director of the National Marine

Sheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods Hole, Mass., was

~more=
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SALMON

appointed by the multinational delegation as Vice President of NASCO's
Council. Alsc, Buck, well known salmon conservationist and Chairman of
Restoration of Atlantic Salmon in America, Inc., was appointed as Vice
Chairman of the North American Commission.

NASCO seeks to promote the conservation, restoration, enhancemeni, and
rational mangement of Atlantic salmon stocks. It will, for the first time,
bring salmon-producing and salmon-harvesting nations together for
cooperatively assessing the health of the resource and for reversing the
decline of salmon throughout the North Atlantic. Scientific & statistical
information, scientific research, and regulatory measures wiil be NASCO's
focus in the future.

Scientific research will provide data on salmon stocks and enable NASCO
to propose regulatory measures to control the harvest of Atlantic salmon by
ocean Tisheries. Until such data are available, however, it may be necessary
to adept temporary measures to curb overharvest and rebuild stocks now
considered by many at a crisis level.

U.S. origin salmon are being intercepted in the fisheries off West
Greenland, Labrador, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia. Because the U.S. has

significant numbers of salmon migrating through these areas, it became party

~more-
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to two of the three Regional Commissions: the West Greenland and North
American Commissions. It will be through these two Commissions that the U.S.
~will make management and regulatory proposals to minimize interception and
protect stocks.,

The North American Commission, which is composed of Canada and the United
States, will meet on May 3, 1984, in Ottawa, Canada, to discuss specific
proposals. Canada is now revising its reguiations on salmon fisheries. The

U.S. is deeply concerned about the revisions being considered by Canada,

The next meeting of NASCO will again be held in Edinburgh beginning May
22, 1984,

-30"' I
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HARD BLUE CRABS
MOST-LANDED SEAFOQD
IN MID-ATLANTIC STATES

WOODS HOLE, MA, May 22--Hard blue crabs are again the most-landed seafood in
e Mid-Atlantic states, according to preliminary data provided by the

tional Marine Fisheries Service. Commercial fishermen landed 98 million
unds of the tasty crabs, valued at 29 million doliars, during 1983. That's
o-mitlion more pounds and three-million more dollars than in 1982.

Atlantic menhaden were still the most landed finfish in the Mid-Atlantic
ates, but that species is not consumed as seafood, but processed into fish
mea1, 011, and solubles which, in turn, are used in a variety of industrial
and commercial applications. Mid-Atlantic landings contributed to the 927-
ﬁi]]ion~pound, 37-million-dollar landings of menhaden along the U.S. Atlantic
ast.

The highest-valued seafood species landed in Mid-Atlantic states last
year was the sea scallop. Even though landings of scallop meats dropped from
X to four-million pounds between 1982 and 1983, the value jumped from 16 to

32-million dollars, due to the much-higher prices being paid for scailop

leats,

-more-
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BLUE CRABS

The only species to decline significantly in landings and value last year
was the American oyster. From 1982 to 1983, oyster Iahdings dropped from 20
to 13-million pounds of meats, and value dropped from 33 to 22-million
" dollars.

Table 1 lists seafood species landings and values data.

Virginid again led Mid-Atlantic states in total landings. Its 751-
mitlion pounds--a state record--accounted for 77 percent of the region's 969-
million-pound total.

The 1983 rankings of the Mid-Atlantic states in landings and values,
respectively, were Virginia (lst, 1st), Maryland (2nd, 3rd}, New dJersey (3rd,
2nd), New York (4th, 4th), Delaware (5th, 5th), and Pennsylvania (6th, 6th).
Table 2 lists state landings and values.

For the second year in a row, the port of Cape May-Wildwood, N.J., had
the highest landings and values of any Mid-Atlantic port. Its 44-million
pounds and 25-million doilars also ranked it-l6th nationally in landings, 1l4th
in value. Sea sallops were a major factor in its rankings.

The Hampton Roads, Va., area had the second-highest landings and
values. It also nationally ranked 20th and 18th, respectively, in landings
and values.,

Table 3 1ists port landings and values.

~more-
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ﬁ BLUE CRABS

- . Editor's Note: Detailed data on U.S. fisheries are now available in a
= - page booklet, "Fisheries of the United States, 1983." For information

- to obtain a copy, write NTIS, Attn: Order Desk, 5285 Port Royal Rd.,
- - Springfield, VA 22161. Or you can call (703) 487-4650.

122~
on how

-30-
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TABLE 1. SPECIES LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR MID-ATLANTIC STATES.

i 1982 1983

Million Million Million Million

Species pounds dollars pounds dollars
Hard btue crab ) 96 26 98 29
Surf clam 47 24 52 23
Qcean quahog 31 . 10 32 10
Summer flounder 11 8 15 10
Squids 11 2 14 4
American oyster 20 32 13 22
Sitver hake 10 3 11 3
Scup 9 4 9 4
Weakfish 7 3 7 3

Sea scailop 4 16 6 32




TABLE 2. STATE LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR MID-ATLANTIC STATES.

1982 1983
Million Million Million Million
State pounds dollars pounds doltars
Virginia 691 69 751 "85
Maryland 100 51 : 90 45
New Jersey ' 90 45 87 54 .
New York 36 45 38 38
Delaware 4 2 4 2
Pennsylvania * * _* *
TOTAL 921 213 969 224

* Less than 0.5




TABLE 3. PORT LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR MIiD-ATLANTIC STATES.

1982 1983

Million Million Million Million

Port pounds doilars pounds dollars
Cape May-Wildwood, MNJ 45 18 44 25
Hampton Roads Area, VA 33 18 32 21
Ocean City, MD 23 10 . 21 9
Atlantic City, NJ 20 9 18 8
Chincoteague, VA 7 4 12 6
Point Pleasant, NJ 11 5 12 6
Cape Charles-Oyster, VA 7 4 9 5
Hampton Bays, NY * * 8 4
Greenport, NY * * 6 8

* Mot available
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COD RETAINS CROWN
AS MOST-LANDED

NEW ENGLAND FISH

000S HOLE, MA, May 22--Atlantic cod were again the most landed fish in the
ive coastal New England states, according to preliminary data provided by the
ational Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Commercial fishermen ianded 112-
illion pounds of the tasty finfish in 1983.

Dr. Fredric Serchuk, NMFS cod biologist, feels the large landings of cod
steﬁ from a redirection of effort by fishermen to catch cod--mostly due to a
large decrease in the amount of haddock available to fishermen."

Haddock landings have dropped from 55-millicn pounds in 1981 to 45-
million pounds in 1982 to 33-million pounds in 1983. According to Or. William
Tverho]tz, NMFS haddock biologist, the outlock for haddock is "“continued
eclines until 1986, with no signs yet of any recovery after that."

Other major specieé showing increased landings last year were yellowtail
Tounder (up from 44-million pounds in 1982 to 6%-million pounds in 1983) and

American Tobster {up from 38-million pounds in 1982 to 42-million pounds in

983).
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Major species showing decreased landings were Atlantic herring {down from
73-million pounds in 1982 to 51l-million pounds in 1983} and sea scallops {down
from 16-million pounds of meats in 1982 to 14-million pounds of meats in
1983). Even though scallop landings decreased, the dockside value increased
from 57 to 78-million dollars due to much higher prices being paid for scallop
meats.

Overall, landings for all species increased from 687 to 711-millicn
pounds, with their value also increasing from 374 to 435-million dotlars.
Table 1 lists species landings and values data.

Massachusetts continued to lead New England states in 1983 with 53
percent of the landings and 5 percent of the value. The rankings of other
New England states in 1983 landings and values, respectively, were Maine {2nd,

2nd), Rhode Island (3rd, 3rd), New Hampshire (4th, 5th), and Connecticut (5th,

4th). Table 2 lists state landings and values data.

Maine was the only state to show a 1and1qgs decrease--14-million pounds--
which was due in part to the 22-million-pound decrease in Atlantic herring
landings off New England last year. According to Dr. Vaughn Anthony, MMFS
herring biologist, the "“failure of herring to move inshore as much as usual
during the summer reduced the catch in the coastal weirs and stop seines."
Anthony also pointed to "reduced demand for herring by foreign importers” as

another reason for the decreased herring landings.
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Gloucester, Mass., again landed the most fish of any New England port.
ts 151-million pounds in 1983 (up from 147-million pounds in 1982} also
anked it seventh nationally. The value of Gloucester's 1983 landings, 38-
fﬁillion dotlars, dropped f%om 44 million in 1982, but still placed it eighth
ationally in that category.

New Bedford, Mass., benefactor of the much higher prices being paid for
ﬁa]]op meats last year, again had the highest valued Tandings of any New
ngtand port. Its 109-million-dollar value in 1983 (up from 83-million
ollars in 1982) also ranked it first natiorally. It easily ocut-valued
;unner~up Los Angeies, Calif., which had an 85-million-dollar value. {Los
ingeles mostiy lands tuna, another high-valued species.) New Bedford's 112-
_ii]ion pounds of landings in 1983 also placed it eightﬁ naticnally in that
ategory.

The rankings among six major New England ports in 1983 landings and
/alues, respectively, were Gloucester (1lst, 2nd); New Bedford (2nd, 1st); Pt.
:udith, R.I. (3rd, 3rd); Rockland, Me. {4th, 5th); Portland, Me., {5th, 4th);

ind Boston, Mass. (6th, 6th). Table 3 lists port landings and values data.

Editor's note: Detailed data on Y.S. fisheries are now available in a 122-
Jage booklet, "Fisheries of the United States, 1983." For informaticn on how
obtain a copy, write NTIS, Attn: Order Desk, 5285 Port Royal Rd.,
Springfield, VA 22161. Or you can call (703) 487-4650.

-30-



TABLE 1. SPECIES LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR NEW ENGLAND,

1982 1983

Miliion Million Million Million

Species pounds dollars pounds dotlars
Atlantic cod 104 - 37 112 38
Yellowtail flounder 44 25 69 34
Atlantic herring 73 4 51 3
American lobster 37 85 42 101
Haddock 45 22 33 19
Sea scallops™* 16 57 14 78
All others 368 144 390 162
TOTAL | - 687 374 711 435

*Data for meats only
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TABLE 2. STATE LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR NEW ENGLAND

1983

1982
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TABLE 3.

PORT LANDINGS AND VALUES DATA FOR NEW ENGLAND.

1982

Mitiion Million

pounds

dollars

1983

Mitlion

pounds

Million

dollars

Gloucester, Mass.
MNew Bedford, Mass.
Pt. Judith, R.I.
Rockland, Me.
Portland, Me.

Boston, Mass.
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DIVER-SCIENTISTS TO STUDY
NEW ENGLAND GILLNET FISHERY

. W0ODS HOLE, MA, May 24--On May 26, fisheries scientists will begin diving to the
sea floor in the Gulf of Maine to launch the undersea phase of a planned three-

- year study of gilinetting in New England waters.

Scientists from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Massachusetts
~Division of Marine Fisheries (MDMF), University of Connecticut, and University‘of
~New Hampshire will conduct 27 dives.on Pigeon Hill, an undersea ridge 23 miles
“off Cape Ann, Mass., during May 26-31. They will descend and ascend in a NOAA
National Undersea Research Program diving bell--operated from the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington's research vessel Seahawk--then use surface-supplied
@dive gear to study the nets. The MDMF's research vessel P.0. Wilbour will assist
the study by setting and hauling the gillnets, and making daily trips between

- Pigeon Hill and Rockport, Masé.

The gillnetting study stems from a 1982 request by the New England Fishery
:Management Council to NMFS's Northeast Fisheriés Center in Wecods Hole, Mass. The
Council had been approached in 1982 by the Intersfate Party Boat Association to

look into competition among various users--trawlers, gillnetters, party boat
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bperators, etc.--for the same species in the same areas. The Council felt,

though, that not enough information was available on gillnetting in New England

waters to adequately address the issue. Thus, the Council asked the Northeast
Fisheries Center to find out: (1) what kinds, amounts, and sizes of fish are
caught by gillnets; (2) what happens to the fish after they're caught, but before
they're hauled aboard the boat; and (3) to what extent lost or "ghost” gillnets
might continue to catch fish?

Following the May 26-31 cruise using the Seahawk for studies directed at
tended gillnets, scientists from NMFS, MDMF, University of New Hampshire,
University of Connecticut, and Southeastern Massachusetts University will conduct
a June 21-29 cruise using the Harbor Branch Foundation's {Fort Pierce, Fla.)
research submersible Johnson Sea-Link for studies directed at ghost gillnets.

Dr. Alan W, Hulbert, NMFS's chief scientist for the undersea phase of the
study, praised both gilinetters and party boat operators fof "their cooperation

and assistance so far."

-30-
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PARTY BOATS VOLUNTEER

VALUABLE FISHERIES DATA

0DS HOLE, MA, June 8--Voluntary data collection by party-boat captains during

]

{Party boats
> vessels which proyide anglers--for a nominal fee--a day's fishing at offshore
unds., )

The report evaluates a pilot study conducted last September and October by the

erstate Party Boat Association of Gloucester, Mass., in cooperation with the

theast Fisheries Center. The captain of each party boat in the pilot study

orded data for each fishing trip on a one-page logbook form, then sent the

Jata were provided on: (1} area

time fished; (2) number of anglers aboard; (3) species, numbers, and sizes of

(4) presence or absence of gillnets in areas fished; (5) loss of

; and (6) occurrence of gillnet

-more-
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Center scientists find the data obtained from the loghooks helpful in a Center
study of gillnetting along the Northeast coast. The Center began the study in
response to a 1982 request by the New England Fishery Management Council for
analysis of competition among trawlers, gillnetters, and party boaters for the same
species in the same areas.

Dr. Fredric Serchuk, a senjor assessment scientist for the Center, feels the
voluntary logbooks "can provide the Center with--among other things--the types of
data needed to document party boat/gillnet conflicts." He noted that the Center
"cannot obtain such detailed data from its general surveys of marine recreat%ona]
fisnheries along the Northeast coast."

Serchuk added that "expansion of the voluntary party-boat logbook system over a
broader area and longer time would provide more representative data on party
boat/gillnet conflicts." He said, however, that "full participation by the
Northeast's party-boat fleet is neither necessary nor recommended."

Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of the Northeast Fisheries Center, lauded the
cooperation of the party-boat captains in the pilot study, and credited "much of the
study's success to the close supervision and quality control performed by the
Interstate Party Boat Association." Peterson added that the voluntary party-boat
Togbook system is one of "a growing number of cooperative efforts between the Center
and the region's recreational and commercial fishermen aimed at improving Center-
fishermen relations and providing detailed data for better fisheries conservation
and management.

Anyone interested in a free copy of the report on the pilot study shouid
write: Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk, Northeast Fisheries Center, Woods Hole, MA 02543, or

call (617) 548-5123 x 245,

-30-
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PUBLIC MEETING

ON ATLANTIC SALMON

WOODS AOLE, MA, June 19--The three U.S. Commissioners to the North Atlantic Salmon
Conservation Organization (NASCO) will hoid a public meeting at 7:00 p.m. on
Thursday, June 21, at the Ellsworth, Me., Holiday Inn.

They will discuss the status of Atlantic salmon, the development of NASCO, and
the results of NASCO's first annual meeting in Edinburgh, Scotland, during May 22-
26. Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of the Northeast Fisheries Center and Head of
the U.S. Delegation to the NASCO annual meeting, said he was “"deeply concerned over
NASCO's failure to take any action to reduce the neavy exploitation of U.S.-produced
salmon on their feeding grounds off West Greenland, or along the Canadian coast as
they return to their American spawning streams."

The other two U.S. Commissioners who will be at the Ellsworth meeting are
Richard A. Buck, Chairman of Restoration of Atlantic Salmon in America, Inc., and
Dr. Frank E. Carlton, Vice Chairman of the National Coalition for Marine
Conservation, Inc.

NASCO is an eight-member, treaty-based regulatory organization which was

Started last October as a direct result of the steady international decline in

Atlantic salmon fisheries.
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OPEN HOUSE ON |
FISHERIES RESEARCH B

SHIP ALBATROSS IV

WOODS HOLE, MA, June 25, 1984--NOAA's fisheries research ship Albatross IV will hold !

.an open house in conjunction with Gloucester's annual blessing of the fleet, St.

Peter's |
Fiesta.

|
The ship will dock along the harbor loop and will be open from 9:00 a.m. to ’

6:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 30, and from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 1.

NOAA's National Marine Fisheriag Service uses the 187-foot 4lbatross IV to mon-

itor changes in fisheries resources and habitats on the continental shelf between
Nova Scotia and North Carolina.

Built in 1962, the ship is the fourth in a Tine of

historically important fisheries research vessels bearing the same name and dating
_back over a hundred years.

The National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center will have
.more than three

~dozen displays on the ship, including fisheries sampling gear,

field-collected specimens & samples,

educational exhibits, and informative video-

‘tapes & slide shows.

Scientific personnel will be available to answer questions.

The virtually restoreg fishing schooner Ernestina--the last one to sail oyt of
Gloucester--will

likely hold her open house while tied alongside the Albatross Iv.

The paired ships should give viewers a rare and vivid comparison between the o1d and
the new.
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REWARD FOR

TAGGED LOBSTERS

00S HOLE, MA, July 13--One

Maine with new, bright orange, spaghetti-Tike tags inserted between their
dy and tail sections. Each tag is worth five dollars--plus the prevailing

nded value--to fishermen who turn in the tagged lobsters to their nearest

tional Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) port agent,
Fishermen €atching a tagged lobster should record the ta
ength, and capture date §& location, then keep the lobster alive or frozen (

he tag intact) unti] they can notify the nearest port agent,

If fishermen
nnot reach a port agent,

ong with any general comments ("berried," “softshe]},“'etc.)

rtheast Fisheries Center, Woods Hole, MA 02543,

This lobster tagging,

completed by the second week 1in July, marks the

cond year in a row that biologists from NMFS's Northeast Fisher
cased 1000 tagged lobsters in the Gulf of Maine. The biologists will aise

elease a third batch of 1000 next year in the fina] phase of a three-year

Perative study by the Center and the Maine Department of Marine Resources.

Joint study seeks information on lobster abundance, migration, growth,

taminants, etc. Such information is needed to determine the effect of the

anding offshore lobster fishery on the valuable inshore lobster fishery.

-end-
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thousand Jobsters are now crawling around the Guif

g number, carapace

With

they should mail the tag and the aboye information,

to Thomas Meyer,

ies Center have

FISHERIES CENTER



it
4t

3













United States Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

Northeast Fisheries Center

Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

- News Release No., 84-12

For More Information-Contact:
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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U.S. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT
AWARDS SILVER MEDAL

T0 FISHERY BIOLOGIST

.S.
Vaughn . Anthony.

Dr. Anthony is a supervisory fishery research biologist for t

he Northeast
Fisheries Center in Woods Hole, Mass.

The Northeast Fisheries Center is the
research arm of NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service j

n the New England and Mid-
Atlantic States.

The Silver Medal, the second highest award given by ti

e Department, is granted
by the Secretary of Commerce for

"meritorius contributions of unusya? value to the
Department." Commerce Secretary Malcolm Baldridge presented the award to Dr,

‘Anthony 1in formail ceremonies at the Hoover Buildin

g in Washington,
13,

D.C., on November

Baldridge cited Dr, Anthony's "stock assessment research accomplishments,

his
]eadership in national ang international assessment-orient ed committees and working

9roups, and his itnovations in communicati

Ng research findings to Center

' Stock



“ADD ONE

'SILVER MEDAL

The Commerce Secretary also noted that Dr. Anthony's contributions "have

significantly improved the management of fishery resources worth millions of dollars
to the national economy."

Or. Anthony received his bachelor's degree from the University of Maine, his

tmaster's degree from the University of Michigan, and his doctor's degree from the

University of Washington. He and his wife, Joanne,

reside in East Faimouth, Mass.
They have two sons, Kevin and Jason.

-30-
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WOODS HOLE FISHERIES LAB
CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL

WOODS HOLE, MA, March 28, 1985--0fficials of the National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS) lab in Woods Hole draped a 50-foot banner across the facility

nis morning to announce the Kickoff of the lab's centennial celebration.

Richard Hennemuth, Director of NMFS's Woods Hole Laboratory, said the

@e]ebration "marks a century of federal commitment to marine fisheries

research.” The 1ab, built in 1885 by the U.S. Fish Commission (forerunner of

was the first permanent facility in the world to be specifically

.

Hennemuth said the celebration will

include special exhibits in the lab's

ontributions of the lab in providing the information needed for marine

isheries conservation and management. Also, during mid-August the lab plans

0 hold an international forum on the future of fisherieg research and

anagement, climaxed by a rededication of the lab by several national and

ocal fisheries and political leaders.



FISHERIES CENTENNIAL -
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The Woods Hole Laboratory is currently headquarters for the NMFS's
Northeast Fisheries Center, cgordinating research in six of NMFS's other labs
in the New England and Mid-Atlantic states. The Woods Hole Laboratory's own
research focuses on populations of commercial and recreational fishes in the
U.S. Fishery Conservation Zone (3-200 miles offshore) from the Canadian border
to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, and on the environment which supports those
populations and their fisheries.

Information from this population and environmental research is used by
the New England and Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Councils to manage their
regions' fisheries which are worth one billion dollars annually to the

Nation's economy.

-and-

Editor's Note: The banner raising at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 28, will
offer good photo and film opportunities. The lab director and other officials
will be available for brief interviews. Call Jon Gibson, {617) 548-5123x223,
to arrange special coverage. Also, news kits will be mailed several weeks
prior to the major centennial events in mid-August to provide thorough
background for news coverage. Call Jon Gibson to reserve a kit.




Constructed in 1885 by the U.S. Fish
ommission, the fisheries laboratory in Woods
le was the first facility in the world to be
ecifically built for and dedicated to marine
heries research. The Woods Hole Laboratory
5 played a leading role in marine fisheries
‘earch throughout its history, and is now part
‘the National Marine Fisheries Service, with
sponsibility for conservation and manage-
ent of marine fisheries off the northeastern
nited States.

To commemorate the history and
complishments of the Woods Hole
boratory, 1985 will be a year of special
hibits and presentations for the public,
ghlighted by a centennial celebration in

U.8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmoapheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

a

@‘““"qg
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U}gTED STATES
COMMISSION OF FISH AND FISHERIES.
QoA

WOODS HOLE FISHERIES LABORATORY
CENTENNIAL

Woods Hole in August. There will be a series of
public lectures on the history and contributions
of the Woods Hole Laboratory by world-
renowned fisheries scientists. Many other
special activities will also be held with
participation by national, regional, state and
local officials, culminating in a ceremony
rededicating the laboratory and aquarium
facilites.

These events will emphasize the U.S.
Government's continuing role as a trustee of
the living marine resources and the National
Marine Fisheries Service's responsibility for
providing information needed for management
and conservation of these resources.
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REWARD FOR

-TAGGED LOBSTERS

WO0DS HOLE, MA, June 29, 1985--On Saturday, June 29, the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) will end six days of tagging lobsters in the Gulf of
~ Maine. Up to 1,000 1lobsters will be marked with international orange tags
(see figure below) and released in the western part of Jordan Basin in about
- 100 fathoms.
Fishermen who catch any of these tagged lobsters can claim a five dollar
| réward plus the current landed va]ue of the lobster. Fishermen should record
the tag number, the date and Tocation of capture, the carapace Tength, and any
general comments about the lobster. Keep thé 1obsfer alive or frozen with the
~ tag intact. Upon return to port notify the nearest NMFS port agent. If a
port agent cannot be reached, mail the tag and above information to: Tom
Meyer, National Marine Fisheries Service, Woods Hole, MA 02543; the reward
will be mailed to you.

This is the final year of a three-year lobster tagging program between
Maine's Department of Marine Resources and NMFS's Northeast Fisheries
Center. Recapture of tagged lobsters will provide data on abundance,
migration, growth, heavy metal concentrations, and interactions between

inshore and offshore lobsters in the central Gulf of Maine.

~30-
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News Release No. 85-03 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DR. MARVIN D. GROSSLEIN, (617) 548-5123

WORLD'S OLDEST FISHERIES RESEARCH

LABORATORY CELERRATES CENTENNIAL

WOODS HOLE, MA, August 3, 1985--The world's oldest fisheries research

laboratory, NOAA's Woods Hole (Massachusetts) Laboratory, celebrates its

centennial during August 13-16,

Five public lectures, two technical forums, one historical exhibit, and a

rededication ceremony highlight the celebration. These activities will bring

together key government, academic, industry, and private Teaders in North

American fisherijes.

PUBLIC LECTURES

The lectures--free to the public--deal with

the history and future of

marine ecology, fisheries research & management, and the Woods Hole scientific

institutions. Dr. John Steele, Director of the nearby Woods Hole

Oceanographic Institution, opens the lecture series at 2:00 p.m. on August 13 -

~at Lilly Auditorium on "Advances in Marine Ecology and Relevance to

Fisheries, "

At 7:30 p.m. on August 13 at Lilly Auditorium, Dr. Robert L. Edwards

 Speaks on "History and Contributions of the Woods Hole Fisheries

Laboratory." Dr. Edwards was formerly Director of the Northeast Fisheries

Center, the coordinating organization for the Woods Hola Laboratory and six

-more-
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“other National Marine Fisheries Service Tlaboratories in the New England and

‘Mid-Atlantic states. He ig currently Technical Assistant to the NOAA

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,

At 10:00 a.m. on August 14 at Redfield Auditorium, Dr. Paul R. Gross,

President and Director of the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole,

‘speaks on "The MBL and the Fisheries: A Century of Cooperation in Woods

ole,"

At 2:00 p.m. on August 14 at the Lilly Auditorium, Dr. William F. Royce

peaks on "100 Years of Development in Fisheries Science & Management." Royce

was formerly the Director of the Woods Hole Laboratory, and is currently an

International fisheries consultant in Seattle, Washington,

Dr. Peter A, Larkih, Professor at the University of British Columhia,

closes the Tecture series at 7:30 p.m. on August 14 at Redfield Auditorium on

"Fisheries Research Strategy for the Future."

TECHNICAL FORUMS

Two forums on August 15 will discuss the future of North American

S . Both forums will be held under a 250-seat,

open-air tent on the grounds on the fisheries Tab. Admission is free.

The morning forum, starting at 10:00 ad.m., deals with "Fisheries Research

trategy for the Future.” Participants will be: Carl R. Sullivan, Moderator

Executive Director, American Fisheries Society); Dr. Peter A. Larkin; Dr.

ohn L. McHugh (Professor, State University of New York): Dr. Gilbert c.

3

adonsk (President, Sport Fishing Institute); and Dr. William F. Royce,

-more-
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The afternoon forum, starting at 2:00 p.m., deals with ”Fisheries

Management in the 1980's and Beyond." Participants will be: Richard H.
Schaefer, Moderator {Northeast Regional Director, National Marine Fisheries
Service); William G. Gordon (Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA);
Alan D. Guimond (Chairman, New England Fishery Management Council); Robert L.
Martin (Chairman, Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council); Allen E. Peterson,
Jr. {Center Director, Northeast Fisheries Center); Jeff Pike (Assistant to
U.S. Representative Gerry E. Studds); Dr. Gilbert C. Radonski; and Lucy Sloan
(Executive Director, National Federation of Fishermen).

HISTORICAL EXHIBIT

Beginning August 13, the fisheries lab's public display équarium will
feature a special exhibit on the lah's history, as well as new exhibits on the
1ab's current research. The aguarium is open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
daily. Admission is free.

The historical exhibit will include a chronological display of old
photos, newspaper clippings, field notebooks, sampling gear, etc., from the
fisheries lah's past. The aguarium's regular attractions include fish tanks,
"hands-on" tanks, seal pool, educational displays, and scientists available to
answer questions.

The special exhibit closes with the aquarium's traditional September 15
switch from summer hours to winter nours.

-more-
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REDEDICATION CEREMONY

The rededication of the Woods Hole Lahboratory takes place at 10:00 a.m.
on August 16. National, state, and local officials will participate,
including Dr. Anthony J. Calio, Acting NOAA Administrator, and William G.
Gordon,

LAR FUNCTIONS

Research at the Woods Hole Laboratory focuses on populations of
commercially and recreationally important fishes in the U.S. Fishery
Conservation Zone (3-200 miles offshore) from the Canadian border to Cape
Hatteras, North Carolina, as well as on the habitats which produce those
populations. Information from this research is used by fhe New England and
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils to manage their regions' fisheries
which are worth one billion dollars annually to the Nation's economy.

-and-

Editor's Note: 4x5 photos of- the fisheries lab in 1885 and 1985 are
available. Call Brenda Figuerido at (617) 548-5123 «x
257. News kits are available for those who will attend and

cover. Call Jon Gibson at (617) 548-5123 x 228,
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SENATOR LAUTENBERG TO SPEAK AT LIONEL A. WALFORD CONVOCATION

Plans have been completed for the Seventh Annual L. A. Walford Convocation.

The theme will be "Recreational Fisheries and the Environment - Past, Present,

The sessions will be held Saturday, November 2, 1985 at Brookdale

Community College, beginning at 10:00 am in Forum 103.

Keynote speaker will be Senator Frank Lautenberg who will present a
Washington perspective of new and pending Tegislation relating to management
and conservation of marine resources.

Following the Senator's remarks there will be a panel of five speakers,
éaéh addressing aspects of marine resources. They will emphasize either
Habitat or management changes that have occurred or are foreseen.

Henry Lyman, Publisher Emeritus,lof Saltwater Sportsman Magazine will

fa1k on the inshore fisheries, their development, research needs, and the

The afternoon program will] begin with Robert Boyle, Senjor Editor of
$ports ITlustrated, reviewing events in the Hudson River since 1968 when

ts book on the river was published.

| Christopher Weld, Director of the National Coalition for Marine Con-
'ervatfon, will discuss management issues of the offshore pelagic fisheries
bil1fish, sharks, and tunas), and Dr. John Boreman of the NMFS Woods Hole
hboratory will summarize striped bass research and management and review

he question of how far we have advanced in 25 years.
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The program will conclude with a question and answer period, with the
penalists fielqing questions from each other and the audience.

The Convocation is part of a series initiated in 1979 and designed to
provide the public an opportunity to focus on coastal issues and problems.

The series is sponsored jointly by the National Marine Fisheries Service

Sandy Hook Laboratory, the New Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium, and the
American Littoral Society. The Convocations honor Dr. Lionel A. Walford

who was instrumental in founding all three host organizations.
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and Future
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Northeast Fisheries Center
Sandy Hook Laboratory
Highlands, N.J. 07732




The Walford Convocation series of lec]
and workshops was initiated in 1979 to p
a forum for the public to focus on coastal
and problems. This series is sponsored by the three
institutions making up the marine sciences com-
munity of Sandy Hook, NJ, each involved with the
seacoast in a unique way.

® The National Marine Fisheries Service is con-
cerned with assessment of living marine resources
and pollution impacts upon stocks and their
habitats.

& The New Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium pro-
vides educational programs, university research
support and advisory services to broaden public
awareness and interest in marine resources.

® The American Littoral Society, a non-profit organ-
ization of amateur and professional naturalists,
encourages the study of marine life, particularly
nearshore, and fosters public awareness in coastal

issues and needs for conservation actions.

The Convocations honor Dr. Lionel A. Walford
who was instrumental in founding all three host
mstitutions.

- Stuant O WA
Laboratory Director
NMFS, Sandy Hook
Lahoratory
Highlands, NJ 37732

Dr. Robert B. Abel
President, New Jersey
Marine Sciences
Consortium

The Honorable
Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senator,
New Jersey

II. THE PANEL

Henry Lyman
Publisher Emeritus
Saltwater Sportsman
Magazine

Boston, MA

Dr. Franklin C. Daiber
Professor of Biology
University of Delaware
Newark, DE

32:00 noon Lunch break

1:30 pm

Robert Boyle
Senior Editor
Sports Hlustrated
Cold Springs, NY

Christopher M. Weld
Director, National
Coalition for Marine
Conservation
Baston, MA,

.- Dr. Jobn Boreman: .-

'ﬁFlshery Blologlst 3

NMFS; Northeast

-~ “Fisheries Center
i -.-Woods Hole, MA

3 00 pm ]]I QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Introduction of Keynote
Speaker

A Washington Perspective
— Keynote Address

Inshore Fisheries —
Development, Research
and the Future

The Role of the Estuary
in the Life of Coastal
Fishes

The Hudson River — A
Dynamic Review of Events
Since ‘68

Management Issues of
the Offshore Pelagic
Fishery

‘Striped Bass Research -

“and Management — How -

" Far Have We Come o
: 3""_25 Years"’ s

Moderators |

A  Stust J, Wilk NMFS, Sandy Hobk Laboramry e
. DW. Bennett, Executivé Director, American Littoral Society

Plan to attend

Lunchmay be purchased at Brookdale’s College Commons.

Please respond no later than October 25, 1985.
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CENTER FISHERY BIOLOGIST AWARDED
I.S. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT SILVER MEDAL

WOODS HOLE, MA, NOVEMBER 22,1985--Michael P. Fahay, a fishery biologist at the
National Marine Fisheries Service'é Sandy Hook, N.J., laboratory has received
the U.S. Nepartment of Commerce's Silver Medal. Commerce Secretary Malcolm
Raldridge presented the medal to Fahay at a November 13 ceremony at Commerce
headquarters in Washington, N.C.

The Silver Medal, the Department's second highest award, honors
meritorius contributions of unusual value. Baldridge bestowed the award to
Fahay and three other Service biologists from other regions of the country for
their editorial production of a highly acclaimed scientific book on the
“nntogeny and Systematics of Fishes." The Secretary called Fahay's effort "a
distinguished achievement and significant contribution to the fisheries
literature.”

The 760-page book is the proceedings of a symposium held August 15-18,
1983, at La Jolla, Calf., and attended by 250 scientists from 10 countries.
The book presents the state of scientific knowledge on the developmental
stages, relationships, and fisheries for many of the world's marine and
freshwater fishes. Fahay and his three co-award winners planned the
symposium, invited speakers, authored several chapters, enlisted 70 other
authors to produce additional chapters, and edited all manuscripts.

Mike, a native Qf the Hest Coast and a 20-vear employee of the Sandy Hook
laboratory, resides with his wife Cindy in Locust, N.J. They have three

“children: Lisa, Christine, and Jesse.
#i#
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MORE SCALLOPS ON WAY
WOODS HOLE, MA, January 8, 1985 -- Large numbers of young sea scallops are
appearing off the East Coast, according to the National Marine Fisheries
Service's (NMFS) Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

These young scallops, spawned in 1982 and comprising the 1982 "year
class" of sea scallops, will grow encugh to attain Tegal size later this year
or in early 1987, Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of NMFS's Northeast
Fisheries Center, feels "the 1982 year class could reverse the current seven-
year decline in the Northeast's sea scallop fishery."

The Center's parent agency, NMFS, is part of the U.S. Commerce
Departmentfs National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and has
stewardship responsihilities for the nation's marine fisheries resources.

The Northeast's sea scallop fishery is managed by the New England Fishery
Management Council in conjunction with the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council as part of their responsibilities under the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. On April 1; 1986, the NMFS will implement
new regqulations developed by the Councils which will require scallops to be a
"minimum" size hefore théy can be sold. Currently, scallops need only be an

"average" size before sale.

- more -
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linder the average~size requlations, strong year classes of sea scallops--
such as the huge 1979 year class in the Great South Channel area of Georges
Rank--have heen quickly harvested at small sizes and then "mixed" with larger
scallops from other sites to achieve the regulated average. This mixing
technique crops strong year classes before the scallops grow to a spawning
size, and lessens the ability of scallop stocks to naturally replenish
themselves. The new minimum-size regulations should result in fishermen
landing mostly adult-sized scallops and should significantly improve the
chances for these new adults to spawn at least once.

Peterson feels that “the timing of the new scallop regulations is
excellent from a conservation standpoint. When the strong 1982 year class,
particularly in the Mid-Atlantic, becomes vulnerable ('recruited') to the
fishery later this year or in ear]y 1987, fishermen will be dissuaded from
fishing those scallop beds composed of juvenile scallops.”

"Increased survival of these 1982 year class scallops until they have
hoth attained a legal size and had a chance to spawn, could fulfill the New
Fngland and Mid-Atlantic Counﬁi]s' objective of restoring long-term vitality

to the Northeast's sea scallop industry.”

- more -




SCALLOPS

ADD TWO

RECENT CATCHES

American catches from the East Coast's three major sea scallop stocks--
Mid-Atlantic, Georges Bank, and Gulf of Maine--peaked in 1978 at 32 million
pounds of scallop meat. The catch has declined each year since. Based on
preliminary data, the 1985 American catcH is expected to be about 15 million
pounds, the Jowest since 1975. The 1985 catch is expected to he worth about
75 million dollars in dockside or "ex-vessel™ prices to fishermen, a 20-

million~dolTlar decline from 1984,

SIZE OF INCREASE

Evidence of the strong 1982 year class of sea scallops comes from the
Northeast Fisheries Center's annual summer survey of scallop distribution and
abundance on the Northeast continental shelf. The just completed analysis of
the 1985 summer survey data shows a marked %ncrease in the abundance indexes
of small, pre-commercial size scallops from the 1982 year class in both the
Mid-Atlantic and on Georges Rank.

In the Mid-Atlantic, the survey abundance index of small scallops in the
New York Bight area was the highest since surveys began in 1975; in the
Nelmarva area it was the third highest since surveys began.

On the U.S. portion of Georges Bank, the survey abundance index of small
scallops in the Areat South Channel area was the fourth highest since surveys
began, and was triple the 1984 value. The small scallop index for the
southeastern part of Georges Rank was the third highest since surveys began,

and was double the 1984 value.

- end - |
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NEW ENGLAND FISH
HARVESTS DOWN IN ‘85

WOODS HOLE, MA, March 5, 1986 -- Preliminary figures for commercial landings
of New England fish dﬁring 1985 were 588.9‘mi11i0n pounds, valued at 423.6
million dollars. These 1985 figures are down 105.4 million pounds and 9.8
million dollars from the 1984 figures, according to Allen E. Peterson, Jr.,
Director of the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries

Center.

New England Tandings (in millions of pounds and dollars) by state for

1984 and 1985 were as follows:

1984 1985
State 1b. $ 1b. $
Maine 179.1 107 .6 174,2  101.0
New Hampshire 11.9 8.4 8.4 5.6 |
Massachusetts 375.5  233.5 ~ 295.8  235.2 |
Rhode Island 120.0 70.4 | 103.8 £69.9
Connecticut 7.8 13.5 6.7 11.9

TOTAL 694,3 433.4 588.9 423.6




FISH LANDINGS
ADD ONE

Landings by major port for 1984 and 1985 were as follows:

1984 ' 1985

Port Tb. $ 1b. $
Rockland, ME 42.9 9.4 57.8 11.2
Portland, ME 37.0 14.5 35.9 17.2
Gtoucester, MA 179.1 37.1 115.6 37.1
Boston, MA 20.2 11.2 19.2 12.0
New Bedford, MA 99,5 107.7 90.6 103.2
Newport, RI 20.8 15.7 16.8 13.7
Pt. Judith, RI 69.9 27.3 56.8 28.0

Landings by major species for 1984 and 1985 were as foltows:

1984 1985 .

Species 1b. $ 1b. $ |
Atlantic cod 95.8 35,6 77 .4 33.9
Haddock 26.0 18.4 14.4 13.5
Pollock 39.5 6.4 42.3 6.9

Yellowtail flounder 36.2 26.4 23.6 19.6 |

Redfish (ocean perch)  12.2 3.5 9.7 3.2 |
Silver hake (whiting) 33.0 4,2 31.0 5.4
Butterfish 24.0 6.4 7.7 2.6
AtTantic herring 73.7 3.7 57.0 3.0
Squids 12.9 3.2 15.0 4,2

Sea scallops 11.1 62.5 10.2 50.1 @
American Tobsters 41.5 107.0 42.3  106.0 '
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1985 MID-ATLANTIC FISH HARVESTS

UP IN WEIGHT, DOWN IN VALUE

WOODS HOLE, MA, April 2, 1986 -~ Preliminary figures for 1985 commercial fish
Tandings in the Mid-Atlantic states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryiand, and Virginia were 966 million pounds, valued at 225
million dollars. These 1985 figures are up 116 million pounds and down 24
million dollars from the 1984 figures, according to Allen E. Peterson, Jr.,
Director Qf the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries
Center.

Mid-AtTlantic landings (in millions of pounds and dollars) by state for

1984 and 1985 were as follows:

1984 1985
State b, 8 1b. $
Virginia 606 84 723 77
New Jersey 112 68 - 107 61
Maryland 91 55 92 47
New York 38 40 39 38
Delaware _ ' 3 2 5 2
Pennsylvania <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5
TOTAL v 850 249 - 966 225

-more-



FISH LANDINGS
ADD ONE

Landings at major ports for 1984 and 1985 were as follows:

1984 1985
Port 1b. $ 1b. $
Cape May-Wildwood, NJ 52 28 30 18
Hampton Roads area, VA 33 30 24 25
Atlantic City, NJ 29 14 22 12
Ocean City, MD 24 11 18 7
Point Pleasant, NJ 13 6 17 6
Chincoteague, VA 9 5 12 7
Cape Charles-Oyster, VA 10 4 11 5
Hampton Bays, NY 8 5 6
Montauk, NY i1 10 8 9
Greenport, NY 5 6 <5 <3

NOTE: Because of the federal Privacy Act, landings at major ports are
not included if there are less than three processors at those

~ ports (e.g., Reedville, VA).

-more-



FISH LANDINGS
ADD TWO

Landings of major species for 1984 and 1985 were as follows:

Species

Hard blue crabs
Surf clams
Ocean quahogs
Summer flounder
(fluke)
Silver hake
(whiting)
Squids
American oysters
Weakfish (gray
sea trout)
Sea scallops

Scup

1984
1b. $
98 28
62 31
36 11
19 12
13 3
18 4
14 32
4 3
32
4

-end-

1985
1b. $
93 28
63 33
47 14
14 13
14 3
11 3
8 16
6 3
5 32
5 3
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SALMON TAGGING PROGRAM
ENCOUNTERS PROBLEMS

WOODS HOLE, MA, July 9, 1986 -- The Federal Government's program to restore

Atlantic salmon to the rivers in the northeastern United States has

.
encountered a couple o

ems, according to Alien E. Peterson, Jr.,
Director of the Naffona1 Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center
in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.

"The first problem," notes Peterson, "1s_the hesitancy of some fishermen
along the coast of eastern Canada to return tags to the Fisheries Center taken
from salmon that they have harvested because of uncertainty over whether
Canadian citizens qualify for the eight-dollar (U.S.) reward." Peterson noted
that "anyone, U.S. citizen or not, qualifies for the reward."

"The second problem is the incidence of a few fishermen in the
northeastern United States in unsuspectingly returning tags from illegally
harvested salmon." Salmon cannot currently be legally harvested in some
northeastern U.S. rivers. These closures are designed to protect small-sized,

hatchery-produced salmon until they descend to the sea where they can grow,

mature, and then someday return as large, highly prized gamefish.

-more-



SALMON TAGGING
ADD ONE

The tagging program, a joint effort between the National Marine Fisheries
Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the New England states,
attach tags to about 150,000 of the million-plus hatchery-produced juvenile
or'"smolt" Atlantic salmon which are annually released into the Connecticut
River, the Merrimack River, and various Maine rivers. Each 5/8-inch long,
green or blue-colored tag is attached behind the dorsal (top) fin of the 7-9
inch long smolt, and has a number on one side and the phrase, "REWARD, NMFS,
WOODS HOLE, MASS., USA 02540," on the other side.

To claim the eight-dollar (U.S.) reward, fishermen catching legal salmon
should send the tag to the Fisheries Center along with information on when,
where, and how (rod & reel, trap net, etc.) caughf, and the length and weight
(if possible) of the fish.

Peterson indicated that "our ability to manage Atlantic salmon depends
upon our knowledge of their habits, and we need to know more about their
habits at sea, including routes of migration, timing of migration, and areas
of concentration."

Tag returns provide that knowledge, but some Canadian fishermen are
reluctant to return tags, in part, because of a feeling that only U.S.
fishermen can claim the U.S. reward. Peterson countered that "the reward will
be paid to any party who returns a tag along with the requested information on

its capture."

-more-



SALMON TAGGING
ADD TWO

On the other hand, some American fishermen have returned tags from salmon
caught in the Connecticut River and its tributaries when there was a ban on
keeping salmon caught in those waters. A total ban on keeping salmon caught
in the main stem of the Connecticut River is now in effect until further
notice by all four states bordering the river (Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Vermont), both to protect the smolts until they can descend the
river to reach the sea, and to protect the returning adults which are the
broodstock of the whole restoration program.

It's unclear whether fishermen returning tags from illegal fish: (1)
have misidentified the salmon smolt as another species (brown trout, rainbow
trout, etc.); (2) are unaware of the applicable state ban; or (3) feel that
tag-bearing fish are exempt from the ban (which they are not).

Peterson stated that "the Fisheries Center will continue to pay rewards
for tags taken from any salmon regardless of the apparent circumstances of
harvest." He added, though, that "in order to reduce the harvest of tagged
smolts next spring, the Fisheries Center will undertake an educational
campaign with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the New England states to
help fishermen better distinguish between small salmon and small trout, and to

be aware more fully of all state regulations pertaining to salmon fishing."

-end-
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FOREIGN HARVESTS
OF U.S. SALMON
TO BE REDUCED

WOODS HOLE, MA, August 29, 1986 -- The North Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organization (NASCO) acted at 1ts third annual meeting in Edinburgh, Scotland,
during June 23-27 to reduce harvests of Atlantic salmon of U.S. origin when
these fish are outs1de U.S. waters,

At]ant1c salmon originating in New England rivers annually migrate along
Canada both to get to and return from their summer feeding grounds off West
Greenland., During this feeding and migration period, commercial fishermen off
West Greenland and Canada harvest tﬁese U.S.-origin salmon. The number of
U.S. fish harvested by these foreign fishermen often exceeds the number
finally returnihg to U.S. rivers.

In NASCO's North American Commission, whose members Tnclude Canada and
the United States, the United States proposed that Canada close its 1986
commerc1aT fisheries in Newfoundland and Labrador on September 1 due to the
high percentage of U.S.-origin salmon harvested off those Canadian provinces

during the fall. Canada agreed to an October 15 closure, Historically, these

fisheries have closed on December 31.

-more- -




FOREIGN HARVESTS
ADD ONE

In NASCO's West Greenland Commission, whose members include Canada,
Denmark (in respect of Greenland), the European Economic Community, and the
United States, the members agreed to an 850-metric-ton (mt) total allowable
catch {TAC) based on an August 1 opening for both the 1986 and 1987 seasons.
The agreement stipulates that if the opening is changed to a later date, the
TAC may be increased according to the projected increase in weight of the

salmon between August 1 and the later opening. The Home Government of

Greenland elected to open the salmon fishery on August 15 with an increased

TAC of 909 mt., Although a smaller TAC would produce a larger return of U.S.-

origin salmon, having the TAC set for two years instead of one will stabilize

the West Greenland fishery in the face of continued pressure for higher TAC's.

o
AMlen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of the Northeast Fisheries Center and

head of the U.S. Delegation to NASCO, said "the measures adopted by NASCO's

North American and West Green1énd Commissions clearly support U.S. efforts to

restore its historical salmon runs by allowing additional salmon to return to

their home waters. In Canada alone, we expect these measures, along with

other measures taken over the last two years, to reduce Canadian harvests of
U.S. fish upwards of 30 percent.”

Peterson added that "It's gratifying to see that salmon producing and
salmon harvesting nations can, in fact, work together to reverse the

continuing worldwide decline of Atlantic salmon runs.”

~morea-




FOREIGN HARVESTS
ADD TWO

In other actions taken at the NASCO annual meeting, the North American
Commission adopted proposals to investigate the impact of acid rain on
Atlantic salmon and the effects of introducing and transferring Pacific
salmons into the Great Lakes and along the Atlantic seaboard. The NASCO
Council, which oversees all three Commissions (North American,‘West Greenland,
and North East Atlantic), elected Allen Peterson to a second term as Vice-
President, and the North American Commission elected Dr. Frank E. Carlton, a
U.S. Commissioner from Savannah, Georgia, as its Chairman.

The purpose of the treaty establishing NASCO is to promote the
conservation, restoration, enhancement, and rational management of salmon
stocks in the North Atlantic Ocean by means of international cooperation.
NASCO also provides for the acquisition, ana1ysjs, and dissemination of
scientific information on these stocks. The members are Canada, Denmark (in

respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland), the European Economic Community,

Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and the United States. The USSR is expected

to join NASCO in the near future,

-end-
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1986 NEW ENGLAND FISH HARVESTS
DOWN IN WEIGHT, UP IN DOLLARS

WOODS HOLE, MA, March 20, 1987 -- Preliminary figures for commercial landings
of New England fishes and invertebrates during 1986 were 555.7 million pounds
valued at 448.9 million dollars.

These 1986 figures are down 34.1 million pounds and up 29.4 million
dollars from the 1985 figures, according to Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director
of the National Marine Fiéheries Service's Northeast Fiéheries Center.
Landings of such traditionally important groundfishes as cod, haddock, and
yellowtail flounder decreased by 26.4 million pounds in 1986 compared to 1985,
accounting for most of the overall decrease last year.

The following tables compare the weights and values of New England
landings in 1985 and 1986 on a state, port, and species basis. A special
table has also been included on landings of American lobsters in each of the

New England states.

-more-



ADD ONE
NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Fish and Invertebrate Landings

in New England on a State-by-State Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985 1986

Millions of Miilions of Millions of Millions of

State Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Massachusetts 296.2 231.5 271.3 243.6
Maine 175.5 100.9 168.2 108.4
Rhode Isiand 103.8 69.9 101.6 75.1
New Hampshire 7.6 5.3 7.9 6.2
Connecticut 6.7 11.9 6.7 15.6
TOTAL 589.8 419.5 555.7 448.9

NOTE: Landings of fishes in live weight; landings of invertebrates in meat weight.

-more-



ADD TWO
NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Fish and Invertebrate Landings

in New England on a Port-by-Port Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985 1986

Millions of Millions of  Millions of Millions of

Port Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Gloucester, MA 116.5 37.1 109.6 37.8
New Bedford, MA | 90.6 103.2 65.8 - 106.0
Pt. Judith, RI 56.8 28.0 52.1 28.5
Rockland, ME 58.6 1.1 42.7 9.1
Portland, ME 36.1 17.2 34.3 22.4
Boston, MA 19.8 12.1 30.7 19.0
7 11.6 12.8

Newport, RI 16.8 13.

-more-



ADD THREE
NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Fish and Invertebrate Landings

in New England on a Species-by-Species Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985

1986

Millions of

Mi]Wions of

Millions of

Millions of

Species Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Atlantic herring 57.0 2.9 70.4 3.8
Atlantic cod 82.3 34.7 60.8 35.6
American lobster 43.7 107 .4 42.7 11z2.1
Pollock 43.5 6.8 32.1 14.0
Silver hake (whiting) 31.0 5.4 31.5 5.9
Yellowtail flounder 23.6 19.6 22.2 20.5
Winter (blackback) flounder 21.5 18.5 16.3 16.8
White hake 16.2 3.4 11.9 4.8
Sea scallop 10.2 © 50.0 11.5 61.2
Haddock 14.4 13.5 10.9 10.9
Northern shrimp 9.3 4.0 10.3 6.6
Summer flounder (fluke) 9.9 10.5 10.0 13.1
Scup 8.8 5.0 8.0 4.3
Swordfish 2.6 7.0 2.2 7.4

NOTE: Landings of fishes in 1ive weight; landings of invertebrates in meat weight.

-more-



ADD FOUR
NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of American Lobster Landings

in New England on a State-by-State Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985 1986

Millions of M111ipns of Millions of Millions of

State Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Maine 20.1 45.0 19.7 46.2
Massachusetts 15.6 40.1 15.0 41.0
Rhode Island 5.1 14.6 5.1 16.7
Connecticut 1.7 5.0 1.8 5.4
New Hampshire 1.2 2.7 1.1 2.8
TOTAL 43.7 107.4 42.7 112.1

-end-
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SMALL TAGGED SALMON
SHOULD BE RELEASED UNHARMED

W00DS HOLE, MA, March 28, 1987--The Federal Goverment will scon tag about
150,000 small Atlantic saimon with external, "Carlin"-type tags and release
them into New England's Connecticutrand Penobscot Rivers.

About 100,000 tagqged, Juvenile (or “"smoTt") salmon will be released
during early May into‘Maine‘s Penobscot River. About 50,000 tagged smolts
will be released during early April into Massachusetts stretches of the
mainstem Connecticut River and into Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Vermont
tributaries to the mainstem.

The Carlin tag is a 5/8-inch long, green or blue~colored, ova]-shabed
disc that is attached behind the dorsal (top) fin of the 7-9 inch Tong
smolt, Each of these tags has a number on one side and the phrase, "REWARD,
NMFS, WOODS HOLE, MA, USA," on the other side.

Although the tags indicate a reward (which is 12 dollars), all states in
the Connecticut River Basin have made it illegal to keep any Atlantic salmon
that has been caught in the river or its tributaries, Maine has made it
T11egal to keep any Atlantic salmon (whether of sea-run or land-Tocked
variety) less than 14 inches long that has been caught in that state's waters.

-more-




ADD ONE

TAGGED SALMON

Atlantic salmon bearing these Federal tags are NOT exempt from any
applicable state fishing reguiations. Consequently, fisherﬁen catching a
tagged smolt Atlantic salmon should immediately return the fish to the water
unharmed.,

The various state regulations that prohibit the harvesting of Atlantic
salmon smelts protect the tagged smolts as they descend to the sea where they
can grow, mature, and someday return as Targe, highly prized gamefish. These
regulations also support the purpose of the tagging program to gather needed
data on the at-sea habits of adult Atlantic salmon,

The tagging program, & joint effort among the National Marine Fisheries
Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the New England states,
‘attaches Carlin tags to about 150,000 of the million-plus, hatchery-produced
smolts which are annually released into New England rivers as part of a long-
term effort to restore the region's salmon populations and fisheries. Tag
returns provide needed data on the Atlantic salmon's at-sea habits, including
migration routes, migration timing, concentration areas, and fishing “
vulnerability. Such data permit the United States to: (1) enact better
. salmon management measures for its territorial waters; and {2} negotiate
better salmaon management measures for other national and international waters

through U.S. membership in the treaty-based MNorth Atlantic Salman Conservation

Organization.
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1986 MID-ATLANTIC FISH HARVESTS
DOWN IN WEIGHT, UP IN DOLLARS

WOODS HOLE, MA, April 22, 1987 -- Preliminary figures for 1986 commercial
landings of fish and shellfish in the Mid-Atlantic states of New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, and Maryland were 775 million
pounds, valued at 245 million dollars.

These 1986 figures are down 203 m51110n pounds and up six million dollars
from the 1985 figures, according to Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of the
National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center.

The following tables compare the weights and values of Mid-Atlantic

landings in 1985 and 1986 on a state, port, and species basis.

-more-



ADD ONE

MID-ATLANTIC LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Mid-Atlantic Fish and Shelifish Landings

on a State-by-State Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985 1986

Millions of Millions of Millions of . Millions of
State Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars ,
Virginia 725 80 530 80
New Jersey 108 61 108 67
Maryland 101 56 89 51
New York ‘ 39 40 43 45
Delaware 5 2 5 2
Pennsylvania <0.5 0.5 <0.5 <0.5
TOTAL 978 239 775 245

NOTE: Landings of fish in live weight; landings of most shellfish in meat weight.

=more-



ADD TWO

MID-ATLANTIC LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Mid-Atlantic Fish and Shellfish Landings

on a Port-by-Port Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985 1986

Millions of Millions of Millions of Millions of

Port Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Cape May - Wildwood, NJ 48 25 53 28
Ocean City, MD 25 1 29 12
Hampton Roads area, VA 24 25 25 24
Atlantic City, NJ 22 12 22 13
Point Pleasant, NJ 17 6 15 | 6
Chincoteague, VA 12 7 14 8
Cape Charles - Oyster, VA 11 | 5 11 4
Montauk, NY 8 9 11 13
Hampton Bays, NY 9 6 8 6
Mattituck, NY <5 <3 5 3
Greenport, NY <5 {3 4 4

- NOTE: Landings of fish in 1ive weight; landings of most shellfish in meat
weight. Also, because of the federal Privacy Act, landings at major
ports are not included if there are less than three processors at those

ports (e.g., Reedville, VA).

-Mmore-



ADD THREE

MID-ATLANTIC LANDINGS

Preliminary Weights and Values of Mid-Atlantic Fish and Shellfish Landings

on a Species-by-Species Basis for 1985 and 1986

1985

1986

Millions of

Millions of

Millions of

Millions of

Species Pounds Dollars Pounds Dollars
Hard blue crabs 102 29 86 28
Surf clams 67 33 69 37
Ocean quahogs 42 13 43 13
Squids 9 13 13 4
American oysters 14 25 12 24
Summer flounder (fluke) 14 13 11 13
Silver hake (whiting) 14 3 8 2
Scup (porgy) 5 3 7 4
Sea scallops 5 22 7 29
Atlantic mackerel 3 0.3 6 1

NOTE: Land{ngs of fish, squid, and blue crab in 1ive weight; landings of

other shellfish in meat weight.

-end-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ARTHUR W. NEILL, (617) 548-5123

NASCO FURTHER PROTECTS SALMON

FROM INTERCEPTION FISHERIES

WOODS HOLE, MA, August 24, 1987 —— August 25 kicks off a series of three dates
which will be milestones in the Atlantic salmon conservation movement. On
that date and on October 1 and 15, various controls will take effect which
will — for the first time — largely control salmon "interception" fisheries
throuéhout the species' entire natural range.

Interception fisheries involve the harvesting by one country's fishermen
| of the salmon produced in another country's rivers, and principally occur in
three locations: (1) off The Faroe Islands (Danish Territory between Iceland
and mainland Europe) where mostly European—origin but some North American—
origin salmon are caught; (2) off Newfoundland and Labrador where mostly\ North
American-origin salmon but scme European—origin salmon are caught; and (3) off
West Greenland where significant numbers of both North American and European—

origin salmon are caught.

-more—



ADD ONE

These comprehensive controls on interception fisheries result from the
fourth annual meeting of the treaty-based North Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organization (NASCO) held this past June 7-11 in Edinburgh, Scotland. At the
June meeting, NASCO enacted its first conservation measures for the Farocese
fishery, and renewed its conservation measures for the Newfoundland-Labrador
and West Greenland fisheries which it first enacted at last year's annual
meeting.

For the Faroese fishery, NASCO has agreed to cap the fishery — on a

trial basis —— at a combine

(e}

harvest of 3

for the 1987-88

0]

i i

;945,000 pound ;
1988-89, and 1989-90 fishing seasons, with the harvest in any one season not
to exceed 1,380,000 pounds. NASCO will also oversee effort restrictions in
the Faroese fishey whose season opens October 1 and ends May 3l1. These
conservation measures are the first ones enacted by NASCO through its
component North-East Atlantic Commission.

At last year's annual meeting, NASCO enacted conservation measures
through its other two component Commissions, the North American and the West
Greenland. The North American Commission, composed of the United States and
Canada, agreed last year to close the commercial sélmon fishery off
Newfoundland and Labrador on October 15, instead of the traditional December
31, due to the high percentage of U.S.-origin salmon being harvested off those

Canadian provinces in the fall. The October 15 closure will be in effect

again this year.

-more-—



ADD TWO

The West Greenland Commission, composed of the United States, Canada,
Demmark (in respect to its Territory of Greenland), and the European Economic
Community, agreed last year to an annual total allowable catch in the West
Greenland fishery of 1,875,000 pounds — based on an August 1 opening —-— which
would be in effect for both last year's and this year's fishing seasons. The
agreement stipulates that if the opening is changed to a later date, the catch
may be increased according to the projected increase in weight of the salmon
between August 1 and the later opening. The Home Government of Greenland has
elected to cpen this year's West Greenland fishery on August 25 with an
increased catch of 2,095,000 pounds.

Allen E. Peterson, Jr., cne of the three U.S. Commissioners to NASCO and
the Director of the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries
Center, lauded NASCO's actions.

"The agreement reached by NASCO's North—-East Atlantic Coammission to
requlate salmon harvests completes the cycle within NASCO. In just four short
years, all three Commissions have taken definitive steps to reduce the
harvests by one country's fishermen of the salmon produced in another
country's rivers. This will now free the Commissions to address other

important issues for which they have responsibility."

—-end-
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SANDY HOOK LABORATORY CELEBRATES 17th ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE, 1987

HIGHLANDS, NJ, October 6, 1987--The Sandy Hook Laboratory of NOAA's National
Marine Fisheries Service; will holdﬁits 17th Annual Open House on ?riday,
October 23, 1987. The fisheries reseércﬁ laboratory will be open to the
public from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Exhibits will be on display in Building 74
and visitors will be able to tour the various laboratory working areas where
specimens will be displayed, research activities discussed, and questions
answered. Research topics focus on studies of commercial and recreational
fisheries and marine resources of the Middle Atlantic region as well as
assessing impacts of man's activities on the-marine environment.

There will be exhibits of scientific sampling gear, as well as ongoing
sciéntific experiments. A special groups of displays will feature a variety
of techniques anq sémples from a new study aimed at determining the changes in
fishery resources as sludge duﬁ?ing is ph;éed out of the 12-mile site off the
New Jersey coast. Younger children will enjoy the "Hands-On Touch Tank" where
they will be able to see and handle young marine animals. "Diver Dan" is also

back this year. Special aquaria tanks will hold larger marine species as well

as a moray eel collection.




OPEN HOUSE

ADD ONE

Extra special attractions will be a seafood cooking ahd-tésting
demonstration of underutilized species of fish by sbecialists from the New
Jersey Sea Grant Extension Servioce and a create-your-own design ink prints.
using real fish. |

In addition, other marine-oriented organizations from Sandy Hook and the
local fisheries cdmmunity will be on hand with displays and to answer
questions; These include: Gateway National Recreation Area, the New Jersey
Marine Sciences Cdnsdrtium; American Littoral Soeiety; Marine Academy of
Science and Technology (MAST School), U. 8. Coast Guard - Sandy Hook Unit,

U; S. Coast Guard Pollution Response Team from Governors Island, NMFS
Northeast Region Habitat Conservation Branch and the Sandy Hook Child Care
Center. The Brookdale Community College teaching laboratory (Bldg. 53) at
Sandy Hook, has scheduled a field trip to Horseshoe Cove; a discussion on
establishing and maintaining salt-water aquaria, and a lecture on coastal
erosibn; These events are scheduled between 9:30 a;m; and 12:30 p.m.

The Laboratory is sbonsoriﬁg a poster contest for the surrounding school
districts, asking the children to create Eheir "Solution for Pollution". The
contest was déSignéd to provide the children with an awareneés of the marine
eﬁvironment; Prizes will be awarded at noon for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in

categories for grades K-12.

~more-
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ADD TWO

The Sandy Hook Laboratory is located near the tip of.Sandy Hook, Signs
will be placed to direct the public through the Gateway National Recreation
Area to the Laboratory-parkihg areas;

Past attendance has been quite large and visitors should allow
approximately one hour to complete the tour. If you have any questions

regarding the program, please contact Ms. Cathy Noonan at (201) 872-0200.

-end-
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News Release No. 87-07 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE THOMAS R. AZAROVITZ, (617) 548-5123
FISH SURVEYS
25-YEARS OLD

WOCDS HOLE, MA, November 13, 1987--The return to port here of the NOAA
fisheries research ship Albatross IV on November 6, and a celebration being
held today, mark the 25th anniversary of the Northeast Fisheries Center's
research vessel survey program.

éince 1963, the program has conducted over 60 surveys of the
distribution, abundance, biology, and enviromment of the Northwest Atlantic's
living marine resources. This survey-collected information is the world's
longest running and largest sized body of such information on marine fisheries
resources. The information is invaluable for managing the Northeast's marine
commercial and recreational fisheries which are worth more than one billion
dollars to the nation's econcmy annually. R

The first survey took place in summer 1963 off New England. Since then,
the program has expanded and currently includes spring and autumn surveys
ranging from Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, to Nova Scotia, and from inshore
areas to beyond the edge of the continental shelf. Both the Albatross IV and
her sister NOAA fisheries research ship, the Delaware II, are used in these

surveys.

—more-
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FISH SURVEYS

Typical recent surveys take 45-55 days to complete, with the work being
broken up into two-week segments or "legs." On each leg, Center scientists
sample fish and shellfish populations and collect envirommental data at 350~
400 prelocated "stations." The resulting samples and data are immediately
made available to interested parties after the survey, and are also stored for
later detailed research.

Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Director of the Northeast Fisheries Center, noted
that "Beginning the survey program in 1963 was timely in that massive foreign
fishing fleets appeared off ocur shores shortly thereafter. The survey progré‘m
provided much of the scientific basis for monitoring the effects of foreign
fishing on the rich Georges Bank fishing ground and other areas, and thus laid
the scientific foundation for the Fishery Conservation and Management Act of
1976 (200—mi1é limit)."

Peterson also added that "The value of the survey program samples and .
data is enhanced by the program's standardized procedures, wide geographic
coverage, and ability to sample juvenile as well as adult fish. Such survey
attributes," noted Peterson, "permit reliable comparison of survey results‘
from year to year, and allow effective forecasting of trends in resource

abundance up to two or three years into the future."

—-end-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ARTHUR W. NEILL, (508) 548-5123

INTERNATIONAL ATLANTIC SATMON

ORGANTIZATION ELECTS U.S. PRESIDENT

WOODS HOLE, MA, August 2, 1988 -- Allen E. Peterson, Jr., of !
Sandwich, Massachusetts, has been named president of the North
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization (NASCO). Peterson was

elected at the June annual meeting of the international organization,

which was held in Reykjavik, Iceland. NASCO operates under a 1983
treaty signed by nine parties agreeing to promote conservation,
restoration, enhancement, and good management of Atlantic salmon
stocks.

Peterson is also science and research director of the National
Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods Hole,
Massachusetts. He will replace Gudmunder Eiriksson of Iceland, who
retired at the end of the meeting. Norway's Svein Aage Mehli will

serve as NASCO vice president.

Peterson is one of three U.S. commissioners to NASCO.
Commissioners Frank E. Carlton of Savannah, Georgia, and Richard A.
Buck of Dublin, New Hampshire, also attended, along with other

government advisors and scientists.

~more-=
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NASCO

Similar delegations were present from the other signatory parties:
Canada, Denmark, the European Economic Community, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, the Soviet Union, and Sweden.

NASCO is organized geographically, with three commissions
covering the Atlantic region and a council. The North American and
Northeast Atlantic Commissions have long-term fishery management
measures in place, and discussed the effectivenéss of these measures,
the state of the fisheries, and the scientific advice received on the
salmon stocks. The West Greenland Commission negotiated an agreement
for regqulating total catch during 1988-1990. The agreement sets
total catch for the three years at 2,520 metric tons, with catch in
any one year not to exceed the annual averadge of 840 metric tons by
more than 10 percent.

The NASCO council discussed analyses of catch statistics,
compiiation of salmon tagging data, and a reward program to
encourage tag returns. The council also toock under advisement
reports on threats to wild salmon posed by salmon aguaculture in the
North Atlantic and by non-indigenous trout and salmon that may be
introduced, imported, or transferred to North Atlantic areas.

The next NASCO annual meeting will be held in Edinburgh,

Scotland, in June, 1989.

—-end-
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News Release No. 88-03 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DR. FREDRIC M. SERCHUK, (508)548-5123

FISHING MORTALITY
AT NEW HIGH

FOR GEORGES BANK COD

WOODS HOLE, MA, October 18, 1988~-Fishing pressure for cod on
Georges Bank significantly intensified in 1987 resulting in the
highest fishing mortality rate ever recorded for this fish stock,
according to a recently completed Northeast Fisheries Center stock
assessment evaluation. Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk, the Center
scientist who conducted the evaluation, notes that, "High fishing
effort is keeping cod numbers at record-low levels and minimizing

the number of fish available to spawn."

The Northeast Fisheries Center is the research arm of NOAA's

. National Marine Fisheries Service for the northeastern United
%; States. Serchuk is Chief of the Center's New England Offshore
g; Fishery Resources Investigation which monitors and evaluates the
?ﬁ status and condition of finfish and shellfish resources in the

- Georges Bank and Gulf of Maine regions.

- -more-
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FISHING MORTALITY AT NEW HIGH FOR GEORGES BANK CCD

Serchuk emphasizes that, "Fishing mortality in 1987 was so
high that only about 30 percent of the Georges Bank cod that were
alive at the beginning of 1987 survived to the beginning of 1988.
Where such high fishing mortality has been maintained on cod
stocks in other areas of the world, stock collapses have
occurred." Serchuk characterized the status of the Georges Bank

cod stock as "precarious.™

Cod is important in both commercial and recreational fisheries
in New England. Of the 26.6 thousand metric ﬁons (58.6 million
pounds) of cod landed by New England commercial fishermen in 1987,
19.0 thousand metric tons (42.0 million pounds) came from Georges
Bank, with a landed value of approximately 32 million dollars.
Recreational catches in 1987 from the Georges Bank stock exceeded

2,900 metric tons (6.4 million pounds).

Recently completed analyses indicate that the spawning stock
(mature fish) of Georges ﬁank cod is depressed and at an all-time
low. For the fifth consecutive year, spawning stock size declined.
At the beginning of 1988, spawning stock biomass (the aggregate
weight of all spawners in the population) was only 30.9 thousand
metric tons (68.1 million pounds), the lowest value in the 11 years
that such statistics have been computed. The present spawning

stock size is only one-third of that observed in 1980.

—mnore-—
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FISHING MORTALITY AT NEW HIGH FOR GEORGES BANX COD

Northeast Fisheries Center staff estimate that the 1988 U.s.
commercial catch of Georges Bank cod will be about 23.8 thousand
metric tons (52.5 million pounds), about 25 percent higher than in
1987. The increased 1988 catch will result from continued record-
high fishing effort and from the above-average number of cod
hatched in 1985 (the 1985 year class) which have/will reach a size
at which they are fully vulnerable to commercial fishing

operations.

At the current fishing mortality rate, however, the 1585 year
class will be quickly depleted. The 1989 fishery will then
primarily depend on fish hatched in 1986 and those fish hatched in
1987 that have grown large enough to be caught by commercial
fishing gear. Catches in 1989 are likely to drop dramatically
sipce the 1986 year class is a poor one. Although the 1987 year
class presently appears strong, continued high fishing mortality
and dependence by the fishery on young, mostly immature fish (ages
2 and 3) will prevent any rebuilding of the spawning stock from

the current record-low levels.

-more-—
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FISHING MORTALITY AT NEW HIGH FOR GEORGES BANK COD

Serchuk adds that "Cod is the predominant species landed in
the U.S. Atlantic coast groundfish fishery, generally accounting
for more catch, by weight, than any other species. The sharp
decline in the size of the Georges Bank stock to a level well below
its normal historical range is a cause for major concern with

regard to the future of this valuable resource.?®

EDITORS' NOTE: Attached are three figures.

—-and-
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Figure 1. Trends during 1978-87 in fishing effort for, and average catch per

day per vessel of, Georges Bank cod. Fishing effort is measured
on the lefthand scale in thousands of days fished. Catch per day
per vessel is measured on the righthand scale in thousands of
pounds,
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Figure 3, Trends during 1978-87 in spawning stock biomass and recruitment at

age 1 for Georges Bank cod. Spawning stock biomass is measured in
thousands of metric toms. For the bars representing recruitment at
age 1, the year underneath each bar is the year that the cod were
hatched; the height of the bar depicts how many millions of those
fish survived to age 1 in the following year.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JON A. GIBSON, (508) 548-5123

DEPUTY CENTER DIRECTOR
GARNERS NEW JERSEY

ENVIRONMENTAL RECOGNITION

WOODS HOLE, MA, December 5, 1988--Dr, John B. Pearce, Deputy
Director of the Northeast Fisheries Center, has been recognized by
the state of New Jersey for his activities on behalf of coastal
énvironmental quality in that state.

Pearce chaired New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean's Blue Ribbon
Panel on Ocean Incidents for 1987-88. The panel S report iden;f
tified serious problems in coastal env1ronmenta1 quallty as a
result of residential, commercial, and industrial dévéldpmgﬁt:along
the New Jersey coast and its coastal rivérs and.estuaries. The
report offered several suggestions to deal with theéé problems,

including increased education of the citizenry, enforcement of

existing regulations, and limitations on development.
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PEARCE

In part because of the report, Governor Kean has sought a New
Jersey Coastal Zone Commission, and has obtained through ap-
propriate regulatory authorities a limited moratorium on coastal
zone development.

In recognition of Dr. Pearce's acti?ities in chairing the
panel, the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, Christopher J. Daggett, presented Pearce with a
framed poster depicting the 1987 New Jersey Waterfowl Stamp.
Proceeds from sales of the stamps which all New.Jersey waterfowl
hunters must purchaSe, and from royalties on sales of the prints,
are used to acquire critical wetlands.

Pearce and his wife Ruth are Falmouth residents. He is
currently President of the Sippewissett Association, and a member
of the Advisory Board of thé 300 Committee which seeks to acgquire

open space in Falmouth.
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News Release No. 88-05 For More Information Contact:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE GREGORY R. POWER, (508) 548-5123

FISHERIES CENTER AWARDS

SEA SAMPLING CONTRACT

WOODS HOLE, MA, December 22, 1988--The Northeast Fisheries Center
of the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Region has
awarded a contract to the Manomet Bird Observatory of Manomet,
Mass.; to conduct an experimental program of sea sampling.

Under the contract, Manomet Birg Observatory will place
biological technicians {(sea samplers) aboard U.S. commercial
fishing vessels in the Northeast to sample vessel catches and
collect detailed information on vessel operations. The éontratt3
calls for sea sampling of about 200 commercial fishing tfipa?’
between January 1 and September 30, 1989, covering six major
Northeast fisheries.

Fisheries to bhe sampled are the small-mesh and shrimp fish-
eries in the Gulf of Maine, the large-mesh and experimental silver
ﬁake {(whiting) fisheries on Georges Bank, the Nantucket Shoals
trawl fishery, and the winkter trawl fishery offshore of the Mid-

Atlantic Bight and Chesapeake Bay.

“more-
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SEA SAMPLING

According to Allen E. Peterson, Jr., Science and Research
Director of the Northeast Region, the purpose of the program is to
provide fisheries scientists, economists, managers, and ad-
ministrators with "detailed tow-by-tow information for better
characterizing fishing operations, fishermen's catches, and fish
populations off the Northeast coast." Peterson adds that such
information is "essential for improving fisheries management in a
mannetr which both conserves our renewable fisheries resources and
addresses the economic interests of commercial fishermen."

Any owners or operators of fishing vessels interested in
participating in this sea sampling program should contact Steve
Drew, Manomet Bird Observatory's contract manager, at (508) 224-
6521. Vessels will be compensated for the room and board of sea

samplers.
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1988 NEW ENGLAND FISH HARVESTS

UP IN WEIGHT, DOWN IN VALUE

WOODS HOLE, MA; March 18, 1989--Preliminary figures for commeréiai
landings of New England fish and shellfish during 1988 were 568.6
million pounds, valued at 493.2 million dollars. These 1988
figqres are up 23.4 million pounds, but down 19.2 million dollars,
from the 1987 figures, according to Allen E. Peterson, Jr.,
Science and Research Director of the National Marine Fisheries
Service's Northeast Region.

This marks the first time since 1984 that the value of ﬁew‘
England landings has failed to increase. In the past, décféaséé
in the value of New England 1an§ings have generally beeﬁ ét?.
tributed to increases in the imports of less sxpensive Canadian
fishery products. However, imports of cod and other finfish from
Canada to New England dropped from 1.08 billion pounds in 1987 to

0.95 billion pounds in 1988, indicating that there are prcbably

other market factors affecting prices.
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NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

The following tables compare the landings and values of New
England fish and shellfish in 1987 and 1988 on a state, port, and
species baslis. A speclal table has also been Included on landlngs
3nd valuss of lobzters In esach 0f the New England states.

Preliminary Landings and Values
of Fish and Shellflsh in New England
cn a State-by-3tate Basis in 1987 and 1988
1987 1988
Millions Millions Millions Millions
State of Pournds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars

Mazsachusetts 258.1 278.9 286.5 274.0
Maine 170.1 132.4 155.9 123.6
Rhode Island 100,2 77.4 106.3 69.4
New Hampshire 8.3 7.7 10.8 8.8
Connecticut 8.6 16.0 9.1 17.4
TOTAL 545.2 512.4 568.5 493.2
Note: Landings of fish, 1lobster, and crab in live weight;
landings of othex shellfish in meat weight.

-more-
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NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Landings and Values
of Fish and Shellfish in New England
on a Port-by-Port Basis in 1987 and 1988

1387 1988

Millions Millions Millions Millions

Port -of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
Gloucester, MA 92.0 34.0 167.4 30.8
New Bedford, MA 78.7 143.7 90.3 141.0
Pt. Judith, RI 46 .6 27.4 49.7 25.5
Portland, ME 43.8 35.8 43,9 30.4
Rockland, ME 38.7 §.1 40.6 6.7
Provincetown/ 25.3 12.7 25.2 11.7

Chatham, MA

Boston, MA 22.0 16,9 20.8 14.5
Newport, RI 11.8 12.4 12.8 11.6

Note: Landings of fish, lobster, and crab in live welight;
landings of other shellfish in meat we ight.

—more-
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NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Landings and values
of Fish and Shellfish in New England
on a Species—by-Species Basis in 1987 ang 1388

1987 1988
Milliong Millions Millions Millions
Species “of Pounds of Dollars 0f Pounds of Deoliars

Atlantic herring 34.5 4.4 89,1 5.1
Atlantic cod 58.4 43.7 75.4 42.12
Northern lobster 42 .8 124.7 45.2 133.%
Pollock 44.¢ 17.8 32.9 11.1
Silver hake 25.9 7.3 24.9 5.3

(whiting)
sea scallop 18.2 80.6 18.4 B0.O
Winter (blackback} 18.4 _ 22.7 16,7 20.7

flounder
Yellowtail fleunder 15.4 i8.7 10.9 13.0
White hake 11.7 5.2 10.5 3.2
Scup 7.8 5.1 7.9 5. 4
Summer flounder 8.7 14,3 7.7 11.8

(fluke)
Northern shrimp 11.1 12.2 6.8 7.5
Haddock 6.6 8.5 £.4 7.0
Swordfish 2.5 8.6 4.1 12.0

NOTE: Landings of fish, lobster, and shrimp in live weight; landings
of scallops in meat weight,

“More-
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NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS

Preliminary Landings and Values
of Lobster in New England
cn a state-by-State Basis In 1987 and 1988

1987 1988

Millions Millions Milllions Mlillions

State Qﬁ,EQunds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
Malne “ 19.8 54.%6 21.7 50.7
Massachusetts 15,0 43.8 15.5 47.3
Rhode Island 5.3 17.8 _ 4.9 15.6
Connecticut 1.6 5.3 2,0 5.8
New Hampshire 1.1 3.2 1.1 3.2
TOTAL 42.8 124.7 45,2 133.6

NOTE: Landings in live weilght.

~end-
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NMF'S EMPLOYEE MARKS 50 YEARS IN FEDERAL SERVICE

WOODS HOLE, MA, April 6, 1989--William N. Kelly became a federal
employee when Franklin Roosevelt was in the White House. Nine
presidents later, Kelly is a NOAA National Marine Fisheries
Sexvice employee marking his 50th year in federal service,

Kelly's Hampton, Va., office collects fishery statistics in
the Mid-Atlantic and Chesapeake Bay for Fish Market News, a weekly
industry landings-and-price newsletter. Kelly is currently a
supervisory fishery reporting specialist and a recognized expert
on commercial fishing in the region. * -

An informal ceremony commemorating Kelly's sérvice waS heldlaf
the National Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center
at Woods Hole, Mass., on March 22. That morning, Secretary of
Commerce Rohert A. Mosbacher offered his congratulations in a
phone call taken by Kelly in the office of Allen E. Peterson, Jr.,

the science and regsearch director of the Service's Northeast

Region. The secretary remarked on Kelly's unusual longevity,
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KELLY

During the ceremony, Kelly received a ship's clock and
barometer set purchased with donations from fellow employees.
Present and former co-workers from around the country contributed
written tributes and memoribilia to a scrapbook compiled for the _
cccasion and presented to Kelly.

Kelly said, "One way to last a long time is to work for good

people. . .Those kind words about being outstanding are not for

me, They're for the people under me. No boss is really outstand-
ing, it's the people under him who make it that way."

Later this month, Kelly's 50-year pin will be presented fo him
in Washington, D.C., by Department of Commerce officials. Kelly
has announced his intention to retire from federal service this
summer ,

Kelly was born in Holyoke, Mass. He joined the federal
service as a clerk-typist at the Watertown Arsenal in Watertown,
Mass., iIn March 1939. One year later, he transferred to the
Bureau of Fisheries at Boston. After serving in the Army in World
War II, Kelly returned to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(successor to the Bureau of Fisheries and predecessor to the
Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service), flrst in the Boston office and

later in College Park, Md.

—“more—
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KELLY

In June 1947, Kelly was reassigned to the Fish Market News
office in New York City, where the publicatieon criginated in 1937.
For 12 years he covered landings and prices on that waterfront,
including the famed Fulton Fish Market. 1In 1955, he was trans-
ferred to the Hampton, Va., office where he has served for 33

years.

-end-

Editor's Note: Enclosed is an 8x10 black & white glossy with

suggested cutline.
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CENTER SCIENTIST NAMED TO MARINE MAMMAL ADVISORY POST

WOODS HOLE, MA, May 19, 1989--The U.5. Marine Mammal Commission
has appointed Dr. Tim D. Smith to a three-year term on its
Committee of Scientific Advisors {CSA). Smith is chief of the
Northeast Fisheries Center's Population Dynamics Branch in Woods
Holef Mass. The Center is the research arm of the National Mar ine
Fisheries Service's Nortﬁeast Region.

The CSA monitors federal government activities as they affect
wildlife covered by the federal Marine Mammals Protection Act. 1t
also provides technical advice to the commission for managing
marine mammal populations. Among topics currently being addressed
by the CSA is one of great importance to the Northeast--incidental
mortality of harbor porpoises during commercial fishlng opera-
tions.

Dr. Smith is a resident of Falmouth, Mass. He and his wife,

Margene, have an 18-year-old daughter, Rachel.

-end-
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'FISHERY BIOLOGIST

RECEIVES AWARD

WOODS HOLE, MA, Décembez 7, 198%--Donald D. Flescher, a fishery
blologist with NOAA's National Marine Filsherles Service, has
received the Distinguished Service Award from the American |
Fisheries Society (AFS).

The award, presented to Flescher by AFS president Joe Dillarad

at the society's recent annual meeting in Anchorage, Alaska,

acknowledges Fleschei's extensive efforts in assembling the
society’s collection of North American fizh photographs. The
collection currently has 669 photos and 1ls being widely used by
citizens, educators, and fisheries scientists and managers.
Flescher has chalred the AFS's Fish Photo Committee since it began
in 1985, The society, a profe;sional organization formed in 1370,
has over 8,000 members.

Since 1970, Flescher has been with the National Marine
Fisheries Service's Woods Hole Laboratory whére he surveys the
distribution and abundance of marine fisheries resources from Nova

Scotia to North Carolina. He began his federal career. in 1967 at

the Naval Weapons Center in China Lake, Calif. He and his wife,

Diane, are residents of Hatchville, They have two sons,

Christopher, 19, and Craig, 17.
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FISHERY BIOLOGIST

RECEIVES BRONZE MEDAL

WOODS HOLE, MA, February 21, 1%90--Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk, fishery
biologist and chief of the National Marine Fisherles Service's
{NMFS) New England Offshore Fisheries Resources Investigation, has
been awarded the bronze medal by the U.S8. Department of Commerce
for his achievements in fishery science. Serchuk, an East Falmouth
resident, is an expert on Atlantic cod and sea scallops, two
species critical to commercial fisheries in the Northwest Atlantic.

Serchuk is responsible for advising managers and fishermen on
the population sizes and health of species important to those
fishing in fedefal waters off New Engiand. He is assigned to the
Woods Hole laboratory of NMFS's Northeast Region, HNMFS is part of
the Commerce Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA).

Over the past several years, Serchuk has developed ways to
keep tabs on sea scallop populations being harvested by commercial
fishermen in the Northeast. This work includes determinig how many
scallops are available to fishermen, whether scallop populations
are spawning successfully, and how many offspring will survive to
reproduce and be harvested by fishermen, as well as noting the
effects of various types of fishing gear on scallop populations.

-- more --
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Using data from NMFS's annual surveys of sea scallops in the
Northwest Atlantic, Serchuk has successfully described and assessed
the population status of these animals. He predicted the recent
increases in both scallop harvests and the number of boats
participating in the scallop fishery.

Serchuk has also completed the first assessments of Northwest
Atlantic cod stocks that describe these populations by age. These
assessments revealed major changes in resource abundance and
allowed Serchuk to predict complex changes in commercial catches
more than two years in advance. These changes are now a major
concern for fishermen and managers of Atlantic cod.

Serchuk's expertise has also become internationally known. He
has been appointed a U.S. delegate to the International Council for
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), headquartered in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Serchuk will serve on ICES's Advisory Committee on
Fisheries Managemeni, & highly influential group that advises
managers of European fish stocks. He was also recently invited by
the Portuguese government to visit fisheries laboratories in that
country.

Serchuk has been employed by NMFS for 12 years. He has
published more than 25 scientific papers on stock assessment and
related topics. He and his wife, Sandra, reside in East Falmouth.

The bronze medal is awarded by the Commerce Department to

recognize major contributions by its enmployees to the region in

which they're employed.
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PRELIMINARY 1989 LANDINGS AND VALUES
OF NEW ENGLAND FISH AND SHELLFISH
WOODS HOLE, MA, April 16, 1990--Landings of fish and shellfish in
New England in 1989 were down slightly from 1988, from 569.9 to
565.1 million pounds, a decrease of less than one percent. Value
of the landings was up slightly, from $493.5 to $508.8 million in
dockside or "ex-vessel" prices, an increase of three percent.

Ihese are prellminary figures developed by the National
Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Fisheries Center in Woods
Hole, Mass. The figqures are subject to minor change as late. or
corrected reports are received from the field.

Massachusetts again led other New England states in landings
and value. The biggest gain in landings among states was by Rhode
Island, up 18.9 million pounds; biggest gain in value was by
Maine, up $8.6 million.

Gloucester, Mass., agéin led other New England ports in
landings; New Bedford, Mass., again led in value. The-biggest
gains in landings and value among ports were by Portland, Maire,
up 5.1 million pounds and $4.0 miliion.

For food fish and shellfish, respectively, Atlantic herrirn;
and American lobster again led other species in landings; Atlan* . -
cod and lobster again led in value. The biggest gains

-- more =~-—
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in landings among food fish and shellfish, respectively, were by
cod, up 2.2 milifon pounds, and lobsters, up 3.5 milllion pounds.
The biggest gains in values, respectlively, were by cod, up $4.9
million, and sea scallops,‘up $4.0 million.

Maine again led the New England states in lobster landings
and value. The biggest galn in landings was by Malne, up 1.6
milllon pounds; bliggest gain in value was by Rhode Island, up $1.9
million.

The flrst three of the following four tables 1llst complete
landings and values by state, port, and species; the fourth table

lists lobster landings and values by state.

Preliminary Landings and values for Fish and Shellfish
in New England States in 1988 and 1989 (rank in parentheses)

1988 _ 1989

Millions Millions Millions Millions
State of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
Massachusetts  286.5 (1) 274.0 (1) 268.9 (1) 272.8 (1)
Maline 157.3 (25 123.9 (2) 151.1 (2) 132.5 (2)
Rhode Island 106.2 (3) 63.4 (3) 125.1 (3} 75.0 (31
New Hampshire 10.8 (4) 8.8 (5) 11.4 (4) 10.2 (5}
Connecticut 3.1 (5) 17.4 (4) 8.6 (5) 18.3 (4
TOTAL 569.9 493.5 565.1 508.8

Note: Landings of lobster and crab in llve welght; other shelltisnh
In meat welght.

-- more --
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Preliminary Landings and Values of Fish and Shellfish in New England
by Principal Port for 1988 and 1989 (rank in parentheses)

1988 : 1989

Millions Millions Milllions Millions
Port of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
Gloucester, Mass. 107.4 (1) 30.8 (2) 98.6 (1) 30.0 (3)
New Bedford, Mass. 90.3 (2) 140.9 (1) 30.4 (2) 141.0 (1)
Portland, Maine 43.9 (4) 30.4 (3) 49.0 (3) 34.4 (2)
Pt. Judith, R.I. 49.6 (3) 25.4 (4) 48.3 (4) 23.6 (4)
Rockland, Maine 40.6 (5) 6.7 (8) 24.8 (5) 7.0 (8)
Provincetown/ 25.2 (6) . 11.6 (6) 23.7 (86) 12.9 (6)

Chatham, Mass.

Boston, Mass, 20.8 (1) 14.5 (5) 17.3 (1) 14.4 {5)
Newport, R.I. 12.8 (8) 11.6 (6) - 12.3 (8) 11.5 (7)

Note: Landings of fish, lobster, and crab in llve weight; other
shellfish in meat welght.

-~ more --
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Preliminary Landings and Values of Flsh and Shellfish
in New England by Specles for 1988 and 1989

1988 1989
Millions Millions Millions Millions

Specles of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars

Atlantic herring 89.1 5.1 89.6 5.

Atlantic cod 75.4 42.3 77.6 47,

Amerlcan lobster 45t2 133.6 48 .17 135,

Pollock 32.9 11.1 23.2 9.
{(Boston bluefish)

Sllver hake 24.9 5.3 22.6 4,
{whiting)

Sea scallop 18.4 80.0 20.6 84.

Winter flounder 16.7 20.7 13.6 -18.
(blackback, lemon sole)

Yellowtall flounder 10.9 13.0 11.5 12.

White hake 16.5 3.2 11.3 4.
(1ing)

Northern shrimp 6.8 7.5 8.0 7.

Summer flounder 7.7 11.6 5.0 9,
{ £fluke)

Scup 7.9 5.4 4.0 3.
(porgy)

Swordfish 4.1 12.0 4.0 11.

Haddock 6.4 7.0 3.8 4.

NOTE: Landings of fish, lobster, and shrimp Iin live wetght; scallop3
in meat welght.

-- more -—-
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Preliminary Landings and vValues of Lobster
In New England by State for 1988 and 1989 (rank In parentheses)

1988 1989

Millions Millions Milllons Millions
State of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
Maine 21.7 (1) 60.7 (1} 23.3 (1) 59.2 (1)
Massachusetts 15.5 (2) 47.3 (2) 16.2 (2) 48.5 (2)
Rhode Island 4.9 (3)  15.6 (3) 5.7 (3)  17.5 (3)
Connecticut 2.0 (4) 6.8 (4) 2.1 (4) 6.4 (4)
New Hampshire 1.1 (5) 3.2 (5) 1.4 (5) 3.6 (5)
TOTAL 45,2 133.6 48.7 135.2

NOTE: Landings in live welght.

-- end --
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NEW MARINE MAMMAL INVESTIGATION

WOODS HOLE, MA, May 25, 1990--The Northeast Fisheries Center has
created a Maéine Mammal Investigation. The Center has studied
whales, dolphins, poipoises, and seals for more than a decade,
largely through contracts with academic and private research
institutions. Increasingly frequent and more complex demands upon
the Center for marine mammal information have prompted the
elev&tion of these studies into a formal, permanent investigation.

The investigation will focus on: (1) the indirect interac-
tions between marine mammals and commercially/recreationally
important fish stocks through competition for space and food; (2)
the incidental také of marine mammals during fishing operations, as
well as the effects on whale populations of whale watching
activities; and (3) the current status of Northwest Atlantic marine
mammal populations.

The investigation will be stationed at the Center's Woods Hole
(Mass.) laboratory, and initially composed of six curreht Center

employees: Tim D. Smith (chief), Gordon T. Waring, Thomas W.

Polacheck, David C. Potter, John R. Nicolas, and Janeen M. Cox
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CENTER SCIENTIST GARNERS USDOC GRANT

. WOODS HOLE, MASS., May 31, 1990--Dr. Tim D. Smith, chief of the
Northeast Fisheries Center's newly established marine mammal investiga-
tion, has been awarded a $31,000 grant by the U.S. Department of
Commerce (USDOC).

The grant will permit Smith to develop a computer workstation
tailored to the needs of population-level fishery biolegists. Sinilar
worksfations, which improve the storing, retrieving, and analysis of
discipline-specific data, have already been developed for such
disciplines as engineering, accounting, etc.

The grant comes from the USDQOC's "pioneer fund" which encourages
departmental employees to develop better materials and methods for
government or commercial application. The fund, which is administered
out of the office of the secretary of commerce, is designed to promote
individual initiative among USDOC employees. Smith, working with
Center colleagues Thomas W. Polacheck, Ray.Conser, and Ralph K. Mayo,
expects a prototype workstation to be available for testing by
population-level fishery biologists this coming winter.

Dr. Smith is a resident of Falmouth. He and his wife Margene

have a 19-year-o0ld daughter, Rachel.
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SALMON TAGS WORTH BIG BUCKS

WOODS HOLE, MA, May 23, 1990--The North Atlantic Salmon Conserva-
tion Organization (NASCO) has created a 15ttery to increase
fishermen's return rates of tags found on harvested Atlantic
salmon.

Those fishermen returning tags will not only receive the
current $15 (U.S.) reward, but will also be autcomatically eligible
for a'drawing.with 31 cash prizes totaling $13,600. There are one
grand prize ($2,500), three first prizes ($1,500 each), three
second prizes (51,000 each), three third prizes ($500 each), and 21
fourth prizes (5100 each).

NASCO is an internatiénal, treaty-based organization which
promotes conservation, restoration, enhancement, and sound
management of salmon stocks in the North Atlantic. It has niné
members: Canada, Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and
Greenland), the European Economic Community, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, Sweden, the Soviet Union, and the United States.

Participation in the lottery, or "Atlantic Salmon Tag Return
Incentive Scheme," by the nine NASCO members is voluntary. All but

the Soviet Union are taking part.

-= more --
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According to Allen E. Peterscon, Jr., science & research
director of the National Marine Fisheries Service's northeast
region and one of three U.S. commissioners to NASCO, "tag returns
provide important, if not essential, information on the biology and
harvests of the stocks of North Atlantic salmen." He said such
information "is particularly valuable for the U.s. effort to
restore fish to New England rivers."

The lottery applies only to readily identifiable, external
("Carlin"-type) tags that are returned to an official tag-return
agency. In the United States, the official tag-return agency is
the Atlantic Salmon Tag Return Clearinghouse, NOAA, National
Marine Flsherles Service, Woods Hole, MA 02543.

Each April, the clearinghouse will inform NASCO headquarters
in Edinburgh, Scotland, of all eligible U.S.-origin tags that were
returned. Tags returned to the clearinghouse after the closing
date will be eligible the following year.

All tag returns from NASCO members participating in the
lottery are eligible for the grand prize drawing for $2,500 which
will be announced at the NASCO annual meeting each June. The tag
returns will then be sorted into the three commission areas of

NASCO -- West Greenland, North American, and North East Atlantic --

-- more --
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according to the place of harvest of the tagged salmon. Ten
awards will then be selected randomly for each commission area.
The first selected will win $1,500, the second $1,000, the third
$500, and the next seven $100 each.

All U.S. tags returned from the United States and Canada will
be entered into the grand prize drawing along with the North
American Commission drawing. All U.S. tags returned from West
Greenland will be entered into the grand prize drawing along with
the West Greenland Commmission drawing. All U.S. tags returned
from East Greenland will be entered into the grand prize drawing
along with the North East Atlantic Commission drawing.

NASCO headquarters will send r~hecks in the appropriate amount
within 60 days of the announcement of the awards. The first
drawing of award winners will take place at this year's seventh
annual meeting of NASCO in Helsinki, Finland, during 12-15 June

1990.

-- end --
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TWO NMFS SCIENTISTS ELECTED TO

INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION POSTS
WOODS HOLE, MASS., June 15, 1990--Two Northeast Fisheries Center scientists
have been elected to leadership positions in the International Council for
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES).

Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk, Chief of the Center's New England Offshore
Fishery Resources Investigation, has been elected to a three-year term as
Chairman of ICES's Advisory Committee on Fishery Management. Dr. Kevin D.

.Friedland, a fishery research biologist with the Center's Coastal and
Estuarine Fishery Resources Investigation, has been elected to a three-year
term as Chairman of ICES's Atlantic Salmon Working Group.

ICES is an 88-year-old, treaty-based organization which coordinates
research in the Northeast Atlantic, and provides advice to varlious national
and international organizations involved in fisheries management throughout
the North Atlantic. The United States ls a member nation. Participation
in ICES permits the United States, among other things, to deal directly
with the successes and failures of fisheries research and management in the

Northeast Atlantic, and apply the lessons to research and management in the

Northwest Atlantic (i.e., off the U.S. coast),

-= more ~—-
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Dr. Serchuk's committee provides scientiflc fishery management advice
on over 100 fish stocks to the European Economic¢ Community (the "Common
Market"), the International Baltic Sea Fishery Commission, the North-East
Atlantic Flsheries Commission, and the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organization. Serchuk's committee also advises 27 ICES assessment working
groups on their population assessments of fish stocks.

Dr. Friedland's working group analyzes and evaluates the population
status and the effects of fishery management actions on all North Atlantic
salmon stocks regulated by the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organiza-
tion. These analyses and evaluatlions are Important in limiting the
exploitation of U.S.-origin Atlantic salmon as they feed offshore ot West
Greenland during the summer, and as they migrate along Canada durlng the
spring and fall.

Three other Center employees hold ICES offices. Dr. Steven A,
Murawski, Chief of the Center's Mid-Atlantic Offshore Fishery Resources
Investigation, chairs the Multispecies Working Group. Dr. Carl J.
Sindermann, the Center's Senior Scientist, chailrs the Working Group on
Introductions and Transfers of Marine Organisms. Dr. Michael P. Sissen-
wine, Chief of the Center's Research Planning and Coordination Staff,
chairs the Inter-Committee Recruitment Group.

The Northeast Fisheries Center Is the research arm of the National
Marine Fishertes Service's (NMFS) Northeast Region. NMFS is part of the
‘U.s. Department of Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

ion.

-=- end --
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NORTH ATLANTIC SALMON
AGAIN THREATENED
BY HIGH-SEAS FISHING ‘
WOODS HOLE, MASS., August 21, 1990--The North Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organization (NASCO) has adopted resolutions aimed at two problems in
conserving North Atlantic salwmon.

NASCO is an international treaty-based organization which conserves,
restores, enhances, and manages North Atlantic salmon stocks. It has
tishery danagement authority —— with fespect to Atlantic salmon -- over its
nine members: Canada, Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and Green-
land), the European Economic Community, Finland, Iceland, Norway, the
Soviet Union, Sweden, and the United States.

Thé tirst conservation problem is based on NASCO's prohibition of any
salmon fishing by its members beyond their prescribed coastal waters (t.e.,
200 miles off the Faroe Islands, 40 off West Greenland, and 12 everywhere
else). To circumvent this prohibition, some Danish fishing vessels have
reportedly reregistered as either Polish or Panamanian vessels (over which
NASCO has no control), and then fished for salmon beyond pfescrtbed coastal

waters (i.e., on the "high seas"). NASCO adopted a resolution at its

recent annual meeting in Helsinki, Finland, deploring this practice. NASCO

== more -—-
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also plans to act through multilateral and bilateral channels in an effort
to end this practice.

The second conservation problem is based on the use of large-scale
driftnets {n this high-seas salmon fishery. Because--on a worldwide
bagsis--these massive nets (often miles long) not only catch large numbers
of target fishes, but can also catch and kill large numbers of marine
mammals, seabirds, and non-target fishes, the United Nations has cilled tor
an end to their use. To support the U.N. position generally and to reduce
the high-seas catch of North Atlantic salmon specitically, NASCO has also
adopted a resolution deploring the use of these nets.

In other actions at its annual meeting, NASCO set up a working group to
study and report on an offer by a private party to purchase from the Faroe
Islands and West Greenland their respective catch quotas of Atlantic
salmon. NASCO also encoufazed more research by its members into the
possible genetic and pathologic effects of escabed farmed saimon on wild
salmon. In response to the rapid increase in Atlantic salmon farming
throughout the North Atlantic, the orsanizatloh has issued guidelines for
the creation and operation of salmon gene banks to protect threatened
stocks, and has dratted guidelines for a "code of practice” for salmon
farmers to minimize any negative eftects on wild stocks.

The U.S. delegation to the NASCO annual meeting consisted of the three

U.S. Commissioners to NASCO (Dr. Frank E. Carlton of Savannah, Ga., Richard

-= more -—-—



B. Roe ot Gloucester, Mass., and Clinton B. Townsend of Skowhegan, Maine),

as well as government advisors and scientists., Allen E. Peterson, Jr., the
Science & Research Director for the National Marine Fisheries Service's
Northeast Region, was re-elected President of NASCO for a second two-year

term,
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BERMUDA CONTAINER LINES RECOGNIZED
FOR ASSISTANCE TO NOAA'S FISHERIES CONSERVATION
AND GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE PROGRAMS
WOODS HOLE, MASS., November 7, 1990--Nine years of assistance by Bermuda
Container Lines' merchant vessel QOleander to NOAA's marine flsheriés
research laboratory in Narragansett, R.I., were recognized in ceremonies on
October 25 in Newark, N.J. -- the QOleander’'s home port.

Mr. Gray Castle, NOAA deputy administrator, presented a commemorative
plaque and certlflcate of recognition to the shipping company for assisting
in NOAA's fisheries conservation and global climate change programs.

Since 1981, the Qleander has provided free transport to researchers and
their sampling gear once each month on one of the vessel's weekly round-
trips between New Jersey and Bermuda. The researchers, often volunteers,
collect samples of water temperature, salinity, and plankton all along the
cruise path. The samples are returned to the Narragansett laboratory where
they help NOAA scientists better understand the role of oceanographic
conditions in the short-term and long-term changes in the productivity of
fish populations.

Since this past March and continuing for two years, the Oleander will

carry researchers on every weekly roundtrip in order to gather more timely

samples in waters surrounding the federal government's deepwater dumpsite




. NOAA
 ADD ONE

106 miles east of New Jersey. The samples should help NOAA scientists
determine if a recent Increase in sewage sludge dumping at the site
(resulting from the closure of the inshore dumpsite just 12 miles off New
Jersey) is affecting offshore fisheries resources and habitats,

Bermuda‘Container Lines has just replaced the present Oleander with a
new shlp of the Same name, The new Sship was not only built with a
stateroom specifically for carrying a researcher, but also with an extra
pump-and-well system for housing a thermal salinograph. The thermal
’salinograph will permit the continuous measurement of sea-surface tempera-
ture and salinity. Such measurements should help NOAA scientists better
detect any long-term changes in the ocean environment associated wlth
global climate change.

Bob Benway and Jack Jossi of the Narragansett laboratory are the two
NOAA scientists involvegd most closely with the Oleander's sampling efforts,
which are part of the federal goverment's Atlantic Volunteer Observing Ship
Program. Benway called the Qleander sampiing "essential in helping the lab

carry out its mission, Particularly during this era of extremely tight

federal funding."

-— end --
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INTERNATIONAL FISH SCIENCE MEETING HOSTED AT
NMFS NORTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER IN WOODS HOLE, MA

WOODS HOLE, MA, December 4, 1990 -- An international group of experts in

fish population dynamics are meeting in Woods Hole, Mass., from December 4

to 13 at the Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) laboratory. Approxi-

mately 20 scientists from Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Scotland, England,

Germany, Poland, the Soviet Union, the Netherlands, France, Canada, and the

United States will work on mathematical models for predicting fish numbers,

ond will discuss the mechanics of competition between marine mammals and

“humans for food fish,.

The group is the Multispecies Working Group of the International

Council for the Exploratfon of the Sea (ICES). ICES is an 88-year-old,

treaty-based organization that coordinates marine research and provides

advice and information to various fisherijes management organizations

concerned with the North Atlantic. The United States is an ICES member .

The group is chaired by Dr. Steven A. Murawski, chief of the Population

Dynamics Branch at the NMFS Northeast Fisheries Center (NEFC). The

multispecies group usually meets at ICES headquarters in Copenhagen,

Denmark, but moved this meeting to Woods Hole to use NEFC computer

capabilities for running models.

- more -—-
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Managing a fishery that targets a number of species at one time is a
challenge facing the fishing industries of many nations. These fisheries
are quite common in the North Atlantic. The New England groundfishery is
one of these,

The groundfish fleet harvests several species on any given trip, and so
treats the varied species as a single source of fish. Evaluating the

effects of multispecies fishing on the ecosystem is understandably more

complex than it is for a single-species fishery. For example, harvesting
predatory fish like bluefish, cod, and dogfish influences how many of their
prey--fish like mackerel, herring, and the young of many species—--are left
for spawning and for fishermen to harvest.

The working group will continue to evaluate the success of various
mathematical models to describe the effects of fishing on species that are
targeted by multispecies fishing.efforts.

They are also considering a topic that has attracted significant
scientific interest in the past few years: the competition among marine
mammals, sea birds, and man for food fish. This work is part of the
ongoing interest the group has in predator-prey relationships and how they
atfect the number of fish that live long enough to successfully reproduce

or be harvested by fishermen.

-— end —-
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GULF OF MAINE GETS THE SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT

WOODS HOLE, MA, January 8, 1991 -- A three-day scientific méeting
on the future of the Gulf of Maine begins today in Woods Hole.

The meeting stems from the 1989 agreement by three states
(Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts) and two provinces (Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick) bordering the Gulf of Maine to coordinate
environmental research and management in the gulf. This is one of
the first large-scale international scientific efforts to describe
and monitor a body of ocean before ecological or environmental
degradation is widespread, rather than after it is clearly out of
hand. The Coastal Research Center at the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution (WHOI) is hosting the meeting.

Woods Hole Scientists from WHOI, the National Marine Fisheries
Service, and the U.S. Geological Survey will be joined at the
workshop by colleagues from elsewhere in New England and Canada.

Building on a string of meetings that led to the creation of

the Gulf of Maine Program, this workshop will concentrate on




presenting summaries of what is kﬁown about resources and
environmental conditions in the gulf, where research should be
concentrated to further this kndwledge, and what environmental
monitoring is most important in preserving the quality and guantity
of marine life in this diverse area of the ocean. Presentations
will span the range of natural science -- geology, c¢limatology,
oceanography, fishery science, meteorology, food chain dynamics,
resource management, and other associated topics.

For general information on the meeting, contact Dr. Bruce
Tripp, WHOI, at 548-1400. For information on fishery science and
ecology, contact Dr. Steven Murawski, NMFS, or Dr. John Pearce,

NMFS at 548-5123.

-- end--
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OBITUARY: RICHARD C. HENNEMUTH

WOODS HOLE, MA, March 4, 1991 -- Richard C. Hennemuth died February 15 at
age 60 after a long illness. He leaves many friends in the international
tishery science community, and many accomplishments in the marine fishery
science field.

Dick was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota, on July 25, 1930. He
received his Bachelor of Science degree (biology major, physical science
minor) trom Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota, in 1952, and
his Master of Sclence degree (zoology major, statistics minor) from Iowa
State University, Ames, Iowa, in 1954, Additional education included
studies In oceanography from the University of Cdlltornla, Scripps
Institute of Oceanography, La Jolla, California, during 1955-59, in
mathematics from San Diego State University, San Diego, California, during
1855-60, and in statistics from Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, dufing 1965-67.

Dick began his marine tishery science career with the Inter-American
Troplical Tuna Commission in La Jolla in 1954. At the Commission, he was
probably one of the first North American scientists to use yield-per-
recruit analysis. Six years later, he began his federal career with the
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries' (BCF) La Jolla Biological Laboratory, but

soon thereafter transferred to the BCF's Woods Hole (Massachusetts)

= more -
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Blologicél Laboratory (WHBL). By 1970, he had become Deputy Director of'i
the BCF's North Atlantic Fisheries Research Center (NAFRC) which includeq:
the Woods Hole, Boothbay Harbor (Maine), and Narragansett (Rhode Island) .
Biological Laboratories. Later that same year, the BCF became the Natiomt
Marine Fisheries Sevice (NMFS), the NAFRC became the Northeast Fisherieg
Center (NEFC), and the WHBL became the Woods Hole Laboratory.

During the late 1960s and early 1870s, Dick served as the principal
U.S. scientist to the Internatlonai Commission for the Northwest Atlantic?
Fisheries (ICNAF), and helped ICNAF deal with the unprecedented increaseL
foreign fishing off the East Coast,.and the concurrent unprecedented |
decrease in fish stocks in those waters. His research and management

advice inittally contributed to the creation of the first natlonal quq.

within the total allowable catch (TAC) for each stock, and subsequentlj
contributed to the creation of the flrst overall TAC for all stocks
combined. This latter effort represents tﬁe first significant attempt at
multispecies tishery management, addressing the need to rebuild total
finfish and squid community biomass, compensate for Interspecific competi:
tion for prey, and reduce by-catch of nontarget species. He also chalred;
ICNAF's Standing Committee on Research and Statistics where he directed th
first research into the data and analytical requirements for using effort
controls, as opposed to catch controls, in managing Northwest Atlantic

fisheries.

- more -
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Soon after implementation of the U.S. 200-mile 1limit in 1977, the NEFC
expanded to include laboratories in Gloucester, Massachusetts; Milford,
Connecticut; Sandy Hook, New Jersey; Washington, D.C.; and Oxford,
Maryland. Dick’s position changed to Woods Hole Laboratory Director, and
Assistant Center Director In charge of all fishery management-oriented
research. In this latter role, he worked on the relationship between the
NEFC's ftishery science program and the needs of the newly established New
England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils. Most notably, he
served as moderator of the Northeast Fishery Management Task Force --
organized in 1379 by the two Councils, funded by NMFS, and composed of
representatives from the fishing industry, the Councils, federal and state
agencies, academic institutions, and the general public -- which promoted
discussion and dialogue on major issues of fishery management and explored
effects of various fishery management alternatives.

During this same period, he also authored a section of President Jimmy
Carter's Global 2000 Report on the future of the world's fishery resources,

During the early 1980s, Dick served as a scientific advisor to the U.S.
State Department as it sought to establish a U.S. Antarctic ftishery science
program assoclated with the new (international) Commission for the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources. He served as the first
Chairman of the Commission's Working Group on Fish Stock Assessment, and
was instrumental in developing the methods subsequently used to evaluate

recovery of depleted Antarctic fish stocks.
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During this same period; he also served as ftirst Chairﬁan of the Stow:
Assessment Committee for the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Program. He played a'kef
role in developing a‘comprehensive Plan -- involving all relevant federa]
agencies, state agenclies, and academic institutions in the Bay area -- toi
improve stock assessments for the Bay's fishery resources.

After a major reorganization of the NEFC in 1985, Dick assumed the rﬂg
of Research Planning and Coordination Chief, a position he held until his;
retirement lh 1888. In this role, he was able to dedicate most of his
energies to the one aspect of fishery science that most Interested him:
statistics. Dr. Robert L. Edwards, NEFC Director from the mid 1960s to tml

early 1980s, recalled that Dick "carried out his admintstrative dutlesﬁf*@

grace, but was happiest when participating in the intellectual challenéégff
associated with statistical research.” Dick played a lead role in the

establishment of the (international) Center for Statistical Ecology and

Environmental Statistics at Pennsylvania State University. Last year, thef
International Assoctatlion for Ecology awarded Dick its "Distinguished |
Statistical Ecologist Award" at the Fifth International Congress of Ecologi
In Yokohama, Japan. ( |

One other award should be noted. In 1977, Dick was awarded the U.S.

Department of Commerce's Gold Medal; the Department's highest honor and omf
bestowed for contributions of international lmportance. The award, also
given concurrently to Dr. Edwards, recognized the role each had played In

establishing in 1967 the highly successful series of cooperative bilateral
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and multinational fishery resource surveys in the Northwest Atlantic.

These cooperative efforts, involving research vessels from more than a
dozen countries including the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, saved the
United States millions of dollars in research "sea days" and provided the
data used in the very effective fishery management activities undertaken by
ICNAF during the early 1870s.

Dr. Brian J, Rothschild, who interacted professionally with Dick in one
form or another throughout much of Dick's career, recalled that "Whenever a
ma jor problem arose or a major opportunity appeared, Dick was there at the
beginning to chart the best course and involve the right people to solve
the problem or seize the opportunity. He willingly left much of the
recognition and many of the honors, though, to those who followed In his
path.”

In his memory, the NMFS Woods Hole Laboratory will place a public-use
bench -- with commemorative plagque -- on the laboratory grounds besides
Woods Hole Harbor. Those wishing to contribute to the purchase of this
memorial bench and plaque should send donations so iIndicated to: Dr. Marvin
D. Grosslein, Officer-in-Charge, Woods Hole Laboratory, 166 Water St.,
Woods Hole, MA 02543 USA. |

Dick leaves his wife, Ardys J. (Nelson), five children (Rebecca J.,

Jet!rey C., Bradley Jd., Tamara S., and Gregory S.), and two brothers.

- end -
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PRELIMINARY 1990 LANDINGS AND VALUES
OF NEW ENGLAND FISH AND SHELLFISH
WOODS HOLE, MA, March 21, 1991--Landings ot tish and shelltish in
New England were higher in 1990 than in 1989, up from 565 to 648
million pounds, an increase of 15 percent. Value ot thellandlngs
was also higher, up from $509 to $543 million in dockside or "ex-
vessel” prices, an increase of seven percent.
| These are preliminary figures developed by the National

Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Flsherlés Center in Woods
Hole, Mass. . The figures are subject to minor change as late or
corrected reports are received from the tield.

Massachusetts led other New England states in landings and
value. Massachusetts also had the biggest gains in landings and
value, up 58.0 million pounds and $30.1 million.

Gloucester, Mass., led other New England ports in landings;
New Bedford, Mass., led in value. The biggest gain in landings
was by Gloucester, up 26.5 million pounds. The biggest gain in
value was by New Bedford, up $18.9 millton.

Atlantic herring (sea herring) led other species in landings.
American lobster led other'species in value. The biggest gain in
landings was by herring, up 23.3 million pounds. The biggest gain
in value was shared by sea scallops and yellowtail flounder, both

up $14.7 million.

-~ more —-
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Maine led the New England states in lobster landings and
value, as well as in the biggest gains In landings and values, up
4.7 million pounds and $2.4 million, Massachusetts was second in
lobster landings and values. Lobster landings for all New England
states rose from 48.7 million pounds in 1989 to 55.4 million
pounds in 1980, but average price per pound fell from $2.78 in
1989 to $2.46 in 1990. It should be noted that lobster landings
tor the Canadian mwmaritime provinces rose as well, from 87.5
million pounds in 1989 to 90.0 million pounds in 1990. It

appears that lobster supply exceeded lobster demand, and that the

oversupply, in combination with the Northeast's economic downturn, - "

drove prices down.
The following tables give preliminary landings and values by
state, major port, and major specles, as well as lobster landings

and values by state, in 1989 and 1980.

-= more —-
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NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS 1

Preliminary Landings and Values for Flsh and Shellfish :
In New England States in 1989 and 1990 (rank in parentheses) |

1989 1990

Millions Millions Millions Millions
State of Po
Massachusetts 268.9 (1) 272.9 (1) 326.8 (1) 303.0 (1) E
Maine 151.1 (2) 132.5 (2) 169.5 (2) 130.1 (2) ﬁ
Rhode Island 125.0 (3) 75.0 (3) 131.8 (3) 72.9 (3)
Connecticut 8.6 (5) 18.3 (4) 9.5 (35) 26.9 (4)
New Hampshire . 11.4 (4) 10.3 (5) 16.7 (&) 10.1 (5)
TOTAL 565.0 508.9 648.3 543.0

Note: Landings of fish and some shelltish (lobster, shrimp, and
crab) In live welght; landings of all other shellfish In ?
meat wetght. .

-= more —-—
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Preliminary Landings and Values of Fish and Shellfish in New
England by Major Port in 1989 and 1990 (rank in parentheses)

1989 1990

Millions Millions Mitlions Millions
Port of Pounds of Dollars of Pounds of Dollars
New Bedford, Mass. 80.4 (2) 141.0 (1) 113.9 (2) 159.9 (1)
Gloucester, Mass. 98.5 (1) 30.0 (3) 125.0 (1) 40.5 (2)
Portland, Maine 49.0 (3) 34.4 (2) 48.9 (4) 31.7 ()
Pt. Judith, R.I. 48.3 (4) 23.6 (4) 57.0 (3) 31.6 (4)
Provincetown/ 23.7 (8) 12.9 (5) 30.1 (6) 15.8 (5)

Chatham, Mass.

Boston, Mass. 17.3 (7) 12.8 (8) 19.86 (7) 14.1 (8)
Newport, R.I. 12,3 (8) 11.5 (7) 15.0 (8) 13.6 (T)
Rockland, Maine 24.8 (5) 7.0 (8) 36.2 (5) 3.1

(8)

-~ more --
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" Preliminary Landings and Values of Major Fish |
and Shellfish in New England in 1989 and 1980 Q

1989 1890
Millions Milllons Millions Milllons
‘Species ) of pounds of dollars of pounds of dollars
American lobster 48 .7 135.2 55.4 136.3 i
Sea scallop 20.6 84.0 24.5 98.7 I
Atlantic cod 77.6 47.1 85.2 61.0 |
Yellowtail flounder 11.4 12.7 31.0 27.4 _
Bluefin tuna 2.2 18.5 2.1 20.1 i
Winter tlounder 13.6 18.5 14.2 15.6 i
(blackback, lemon i
sole)
Goosetish 23.3 9.9 19.9 11.8
(monkfish, angler)
Pollock 23.90 9.8 21.1 10.5
Swordflish .9 11.4 3.0 .8
Northern shrimp 8.0 7.8 $.7 .0
Longtin squid 36.8 16.8 16.8 .4
(loligo)
Silver hake 22.5 4.4 ' 28.0 6.3
} (whiting) il
Haddock 3.8 4.5 5.4 8.1 .
Atlantic herring 89.6 5.0 112.9 . 5.8
(sea herring) :
American plaice 7.7 8.8 5.5 5.6
(dab)
Summer flounder 5.5 10.3 2.3 5.5
(fluke)
Witch flounder (gray 5.2 9.0 3.3 5.5
sole) ,
White hake 11.3 4.4 11.1 4.5
-- cont. -~ cont. -- cont. -~ cont. -- cont. -- cont. -- cont, --
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-- cont. -- cont. -- cont. -- cont. -- cont. -~ cont. -—— cont. --
1989 1990
Millions Millions Millions Millions
Specles of pounds of dollars of pounds of dollars
Shortfin squid 9.6 2.6 12.1 3.4
(illex)
Scup {(porgy) 4.0 3.1 4.8
Atlantic mackerel 10.6 . 13.8
Buttertish 5.4 3.3 3.4

Note: Landings of scallops in meat weight; all other landings in live

welght.

-- more ~—-
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Preliminary Landings and Values of Lobster in New England
by State In 1989 and 1990 (rank in parentheses)

1989 1990
Millions Millions Millions Millions

State =~~~ of Pounds of Dollars  of pounds of Dollars
Maine 23.3 (1) 59.2 (1) 28.1 (1) 61.6 (1)
Massachusetts 16.2 (2) 48.5 (2) 15.8 (2) - 43.9 (2)
Rhede Island 5.7 (3) 17.5 (3) 7.2 (3) 1%.5 (3)
Connecticut 2.1 (4) 6.4 (4) 2.6 (4) 7.2 (4)
New Hampshire 1.4 (5) 3.6 (5) 1.7 (5) 4.1 (5)
TOTAL 48.7 135.2 55.4 136.3

‘Note: Landings in live welight.
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ECUADOREAN FISHERIES LEADER
CONSULTS CENTER SCIENTISTS
ON RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

WOODS HOLE, MA, April 23, 1991--0On April 10, Dr. Luis Herrerla
Bonnet, a leader in the Ecuadorean fisheries community, consulted

with Northeast Fisherles Center scientists on marine mammal,-

turtle, and fishery resource management,.

Ecuador has extensive commercial and artisanal fisheries

which account for a significant amount of the diet and economy in

its coastal communities. It also has the Galapagos Islands
National Park/International Biosphere Reserve.
Dr. Herreria is currently legal counsel to the Ecuadorean

fishing industry. Previous positions include: Undersecretary for

Fisheries, Ecuador Ministry of Industrles; President and member ot
"Board of Directors, (Ecuador) National Fisheries Institute; and
President, Guayaquil Superior Court. Dr. Herreria has and will
continue to play a dominant role in the development and implemen-
tation of national legislation affecting marine mammal, turtle,

and fishery resource management.

Three potential beneflts to Ecuador emanating from the April
10 meeting include: (1) reference to the U.S5. Marine Mamma 1

Protection Act of 1972, with its 1988 amendments, as a basis for

tmproving marine mammal management in Ecuador; (2) bolstering of

~= more --—
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the Ecuadorean fisheries research program by linking foreign
nations' Interests in fishing in Ecuadorean waters to those
natlons' individual willingness to support (physically and/or
financially) Ecuadorean fisherles research; and (3) extended
vigsitation by Ecﬁadorean fisheries scientists to the Center's
Woods Hole Laboratory to gain experlence in our methods of
assessing populations of marine fishery resources and providing

biological advice to fishery managers.

-— end -

Editor's Note: an 8 x 10, black & white glossy of Herrerla's

visit to the Center's Woods Hole Laboratory is avallable.
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SYMPOSIUM WILL ASSESS
OCEAN DUMPSITE RECOVERY
SANDY HOOK, NJ, May 28, 1991--On June 18 and 19, a scientific
symposium will review and evaluate the findings of a three-year
study on the ability of the inshore sewage-sludge dumpsite off New
York City to recover following the 1986-8T7 phaseout of dumping at
the site.

The dumpsite,‘officially called the 12-Mile Dumpsite because
of 1fs nearest distance to the northern New Jersey coast, was the
largest sewage—-sludge dumpsite in the world. The study of its
recovery has been the most comprehensive and thorough investiga-
tion of its type ever conducted. |

The symposium will be hosted by the Environmental Processes
Division (EPD) of the National Marine Fisheries Service's (NMFS)
Northeast Fisheries Center. It will be held at the Ocean Place
Hilton in Long Branch, New Jersey. The NMFS, an agency of the
U.S. Department of Commerce's Natlonal Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA),'is steward of the natlon's living marine
resources.

The 12-Mile Dumpsite, located near the apex of the New York
Bight, received sludge from as many as 200 sewage-treatment plants

going back to the 1920s. 1In 1970, the U.S. Food and Drug

-— more -—-
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Administration (FDA) closed the area around the dumpsite to
commercial shellfishlng because of high levels of coliform

bacteria (an indicator of sewage pollution) in shelltish and

sediment. At the same time, the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) denied further applications for dumping at the site,
and, in 1985, adopted a schedule to phase out all dumping at the
site between early 1986 and the end of 1987.

The phaseout offered a chance to see the extent to which
fishery resources and habitats would change to levels more typlcal
of the New York Bight. Accordingly, the EPD launched a three-year. e
(July 1988 through September 1989) study of the 12-Mile Dumpsite's
recovery. The EPD was jJoined in the study by sclentlists from:
the EPA's Environmental Research Laboratory in Narragansett, R.I.,
and Region II Headquarters in Edison, N.J.: the FDA In Davisville,
R.1., the NMFS's Beaufort (N.C.) Laboratory; the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection; and the Lamont-Doherty
Geologlical Observatory of Columbia University.

The symposium will have two parts. First will be scientitic

presentations on changes in the sediment, water, and marine life
in and around the 12-Mile Dumpsite. Second will be a panel
discussion on the implications of the study's findings to the
recovery of fishery resources and habitats, to the future for

ocean dumping itself, and to the direction of future research.

-- more --
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Panelists will be: Robert Tucker, Director of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection's Office of Science
and Research; John Pearce, Acting Science and Research Director of
the NMF3's Northeast Fisheries Center; Willlam Gordon, Director of
the New Jersey Sea Grant College Program; Jim Chambers of the NOAA
Coastal Programs Office; D.W. Bennett, Executive Director of the
American Littoral Society; John Bryson, Executive Director of the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council; Joel O'Connor of the
_VEPA's Region 1I; and Garry Mayer of the Universjty of Rhode Island
. NOAA Cooperative Mar ine Education and Research Program.

Keynote speaker of the symposium will be John Keith,
Assistant Commissioner of fhe New Jersey Department of Envlronmen-
tal Protection. Richard Caspe, Director of EPA's Region II, will

review the history of EPA's involvement with the dumpsite.

-— end —-

EDITOR'S NOTE: There Is a $50 symposium registration fee,
primarily to cover meals. News media represen-
tatives wishing to cover the symposium and not
needing the meals can have the fee walved by
contacting—-in advance--Cathy Noonan at (308) 872~
3001 or -3007.
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SYMPOSIUM WILL ASSESS HEALTH, IMPROVE MANAGEMENT
OF NORTHEAST'S CONTINENTAL SHELF ECOSYSTEM

NARRAGANSETT, R.I., August 1, 1991--The Northeast Fisheries
Science Center will convene a major scilentific symposium to assess
the health of the Northeast's continental shelf ecosystem (NSE),
and to improve the coordination and integration of federal and
state governments and the academic community in their efforts to
restore resource abundance and environmental quaiity to the NSE.

.The symposium, called "The Northeast Shelf Ecosystem: Stress,
Mitigation, and Sustainability,” will be held in Corliss Auditor-
jum at the University of Rhode Island's Narragansett Bay Campus
during August 12-15. Sponsors include the U.S, Environmental
Protection Agency, NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S.
Marine Mammal Commission, U.S. Department of the Interior's
Minerals Management Service, American Fisheries Society, and the
University of Rhode Island's Marine Affairs Program. Dr. John A.
Knauss, the U.S. Department of Commerce's Undersecretary tor
Oceans and Atmosphere will give the keynote address.

The NSE, which extends from the Gulf of Maine to Cape
Hatteras (N.C.), and from tidal wetlands to the edge of the
continental shelf, is one of 48 recognized "large marine ecosys-

tems," or LMEs, around the world, and one ot eight off the Unlited
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States. Other U.S. LMEs are the Southeast Shelf, Gulf of Mexico,
California Current, Gulf of Alaska, Eastern Bering Sea, Chukchi
Sea, and Beaufort Sea.

A large marine ecosystem is a natural unit of oceanic
organization where the overall production of marine animal
populations is normally controlled. The first biological evidence
of global climate change within the World Oéean will likely be
found in such systems. Also, the most effective management
measures for fighting the stresses of overfishing and nonpoint-
~source pollution off the New England and Mid-Atlantic states will
likely be those operating at the LME level.

At the conclusion of the symposium, a statement will be
issued on the health of the NSE in terms of the long-term

‘sustainability of its living marine resources.

-- end --

EDITOR'S NOTE: A program of talks is available upon request. The
$25 registration fee will be waived for news media
representatives with proper credentials. Contact
Karen Heise-Gentile, (401) 782-3215.
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CENTER SCIENTIST COMMENDED
BY COMMERCE UNDER SECRETARY

WOODS HOLE, MA, October 11, 1981 -- Dr. Ambrose Jearld, Jr., the
Acting Chief of the Northeast Fisheries Sclence Center’'s (NEFSC)

Research Planning and Coordination Staff, has been presented the

prestigious "Administrator’'s Award” by Dr. John A. Knauss,
Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) and Under Secretary (of the U.S. Department of
Commérce) for Oceans and Atmosphere. The award was given on
September 20 at the Army Navy Country Club in Arlington, Va. Dr.
Jearld was accombanied by his wife, Anna C.rMart1n~Jear1d. The
award carries a $2,000 cash bonus.

The NEFSC is the research arm of the National Marine
Fisheries Service's Northeast Region. The National Marine
Fisheries Service, a NOAA agency, is the federal steward of the
nation's living marine resources.

Jearld receiQed the award for his advising and counseling a
variety of governmental, academic, civic, cultural, and community
affairs organizations in the areas of equal employmént opportunity
and atfirmative action during the 1987-91 period. Allen E.

Peterson, Jr., the Science & Research Director of the National

-—— more —-—
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Marine Fisheries Service's Northeast Hegion, lauded Jearld, saying
“The staff at the Center, and the Region as a whole, cannot
envision another person more deserving of this significant
recognition than Dr. Jearld. His dedication and enthusiaslsm to
recrutting, training, and retaining under-represented groups in
the marine science field are irrefutable.”

Peterson further noted that "Dr. Jearld's efforts have
brought attention to the need to recruit talented minorities,
particularly into research positions. His activities have changed
the attitude§ of the general citizenry, and the staff of the
Center as well.,"”

Dr. Jearld and his wife, a Counselor at the Teaticket (Mass.)
Elementary School, have one daughter, Saba Angelidue, 14-years
old, and one son, Asa Omari M.,'S-years old. They reside in East

Falmouth, Mass.

-- end ~-
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R/V ALBATROSS 1V
RETURNS TO WOODS HOLE
WOODS HOLE, MA, November 20, 1991 -- The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
 Administration (NOAA) research vessel Albatross IV is scheduled to return
to Woods Hole, Massachusetts, on Monday November 25 after undergoling
approximately $1 million in repairs and refitting._ The vessel was taken
out of service two-and-a-half years ago, but the p;esslng need for a
second fisheries research vessel for NOAA in the Northeast U.S. led to its
activation.

The'ship remained at the National Marine Fisheries Service's
Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) in Woods Hole after it was
taken out of service. The Albatross IV was built in the early 1960s and
arrived at Woods Hole in 1962 on Thanksgiving Day. It 1is scheduled for
replacement between 1996 and 13998 in NOAA's long-term plan to modernize
its research fleet. Since the Albatross has been out of service, the
NEFSC has relied on the smaller research vessel Delaware II for most of
"its scientific work at sea.

In addition to ongoing critical trawl and dredge resource surveys,
NEFSC sclentists are involved in a new series of stud}es investlgating
global climate change aﬁd its ecological consequences. A 1992 study of
temperature stratification on Georges Bank and Its possible effect on the

wwvival of zooplankton and larval fish will require enough deck space for

—-= more ——




ALBATROSS IV
ADD ONE

a variety of concurrent biological and oceanographic sampling, and more
lab and bunk space for the multidisciplinary crew, as well as significant
increases in computing power.

It became clear while the Albatross IV was not available to the NEFSC
that a larger ship would be required for these and other studies, and that
a2 new vessel was not likely to be ready in the next five years.

The Delaware II is too small to handle such complex cruises. It is
also unlikely that the addltional time required for a new large-scale
study could be eked from the Delaware's already démanding schedule.

After being berthed at the pier for more ;han two years, the

lbatross IV reguired significant maintenance and repair before it could
be put back into service. Upgrades were also planned for its computing
and navigational systems. The vessel left Woods Hole in June and returns
with refurbished electrical systems, a new galley, hull repairs, and
completely overhauled engines and hydraulic systems. Work was completed
at the federal Atlantic Marine Center In Norfolk, Virginia.

The Albatross IV will take several short "shakedown" cruises before
its first research cruise, beginning with the trip to Woods Hole from
Norfolk, Virginia, on November 23. A few more short trips'out of Woods
Hole will further test the test hydraulic and electrical systems. The
vessel is scheduled to depart December 2 for its first research cruise, an

18-day trip to measure fishing power of various research trawling gear.

-— end --
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RESEARCH VESSEL ALBATROSS IV
RETURNS TO WOODS HOLE

Woods Hole, Mass.- - -The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) has completed $3 million in repairs and upgrades on the
research vessel Albatross IV as part of NOAA's fleet replacement and
modernization program. The work was completed in Norfolk, Vir., and
Jacksonville, Fla.

The Albatross is a stern trawler designed specifically for fisheries
research along the northeastern United States. It is one of two fisheries
research vessels operating out of Woods Hole, Mass., in support of the
National Marine Fisheries Service’s Northeast Fisheries Science Center.
The vessel is used extensively by Center scientists conducting at-sea
experiments and data collection for biological and physical science studies.
These include assessment of living marine resource stock distribution,
abundance, size, and health; oceanographic studies; environmental moni-
toring studies; and integrated ecosystems studies in critical areas such as
Georges Bank.

As part of the renovation, both laboratory space and equipment on the
vessel were upgraded, including addition of an acoustic Doppler current
profiler {ADCP) and a seawater sampling system. The ADCP allows
scientists to measure current speed at depths to about 750 ft while the
vessel is in motion. Winches and associated deck equipment were over-
hauled or replaced. A new computer system for scientific work was
installed. The ship also has emerged from the shipyard with better

navigation and communications equipment.

--MORE--
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The Albatross [Vunderwent a $1 rnﬂlion overhaulin 1991, after being tied up for more than a year. The
pressing need for vessel time in order to conduct scientific work in the Northeast caused NOAA to reactivate
the ship. As part of the modemization plan, the Albatross [Vis scheduled for replacement around the turn
of the century.

The Albatross IV was built in the early 1960s and was the first fisheries and oceanographic research
vessel of its kind constructed in the United States. The vessel is the fourth Albatross to berth in Woods Hole.
The first was the famed steamer Albatross, which was the first vessel commissioned by any government
specifically for marine research. The Albatross served for 40 years as a research vessel in the Northwest

Atlantic, the Pacific, the Caribbean, the Bering Sea, and in two wars.

-END-
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Condition of Fish Embryos and Red Blood Cells
“May Reflect Fish Health and Environmental Quality
in New Haven Harbor

Milford, Conn. - - - Scientists of the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) in Milford will be examining several fish species in New Haven
Harbor beginning this summer to see what can be determined about
pollution in the harbor by looking at embryo development among tautog

and the microstructure of red blood cellsin tauto tlanti ilvargidas and
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winter and windowpane flounders. ,

Dean Perry, David Nelson, and James Hughes, scientists at the NMFS
Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), have received grants for the
studies from the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven. The
scientists believe this work will provide information useful to scientists and
managers grappling with nearshore pollution and related fish declines.

In both projects, the known pollution of New Haven Harbor by hydro-
carbons, PCBs, and various heavy metals makes the site excellent for
studying the biological effects of pollution on selected fish species. The
studies will also contribute to the ongoing work of scientists attempting to
use fish and other marine organisms as biological indicators of pollution
levels in an ecosystem.

In the Perry and Nelson project, tautog were selected for study because
recent biological surveys off Connecticut indicate that the population may
be in decline. The scientists will collect tautog embryos from New Haven
Harbor and examine them for evidence of damage resulting from pollution.

Their results will be compared with changes linked to pollution in
studies of the emybryos of other fish species. Several studies of the early
developmental stages of fish embryos have been conducted at the NMFS
Milford laboratory, including some that have shown pollution-related
damage to DNA and reduced reproductive capability in winter flounder.
These studies have also shown the highest mortalities of developing fishes
near coastal areas that also were polluted by organic contaminants and
heavy metals.

--MORE--
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Hughes' project will concentrate on examining the red blood cells of tautog, Atlantic silversides, and
winter and windowpane flounders. He will be looking for “micronucleation” in the ceils, a condition
sometimes caused by environmental pollution and that has been linked to anemia in other marine fishes.
Microneuclei look like major cell nuclei, but are much smaller. They result from impaired cell division or
chromosome breakage and are either chrormosome fragments or whole chromosomes that lagged in the
development process.

Also, the presence of micronucleation may give scientists clues to abnormal chromosomal development
in animals whose chromosomes are not easy to examine directly. Chromosomal breakage, rearrangement,
and misdivision have been shown to be relatively common in animals living in an environment with high
contaminant loads. However in many organisms, including most fishes, chromosomes are too small, too
numerous, and divide too slowly for study. Projects such as Hughes’ will help scientists determine whether
animals from polluted environments with elevated levels of micronucleation experience biological difficul-
ties that can be related to those experienced by animals that have been shown to have chromosomal
damaged related to similar pollution.

The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven is a local resource for donors, volunteers, and
nonprofit organizations working to improve their communities. In its 65-year history, hundreds of
individuals from throughouf the region have made gifts and bequests to the foundation, and built up its
assets to $120 million. The annual income, more than $5.2 million last year, is used to convene leadership
around critical issues, increase nonprofit effectiveness through technical assistance, and support a broad
range of nonprofit activities.

The NEFSC comprises seven laboratories, of which Milford is one, and is the research arm of NMFS in
the Northeast Region of the United States. The NMFS is part of the Department of Commerce’s National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

-END-
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Milestone Reached
in Salmon Conservation

Woods Hole, Mass.- - -The North Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Organization (NASCO) has reduced the 1994 catch quota off West
Greenland by 25 percent. West Greenland waters are where both
North American and European stocks of Atlantic salmon spend their
summers feeding and growing prior to returning to their home rivers

to spawn.

The 25-percent reduction -- from 213 to 159 metric tons (from
470,000 to 350,000 pounds) -- will insure that enough spawning
fish will return to U.S. and Canadian rivers to sustain the North
American stocks of this highly prized game and food fish. This
resource restoration milestone has been achieved ahead of schedule
in the second year of a five-year management plan developed by
NASCO. For perspective, it was only two decades ago that more than
2,700 metric tons (5,950,000 pounds) of salmon were being caught
annually off West Greenland.

NASCO is a nine-nation, treaty-based organization that seeks to
conserve, restore, enhance, and rationally manage wild salmon
stocks in the North Atlantic Ocean. The U.S. commissioners to
NASCO are Allen E. Peterson, Jr., of Sandwich, Mass., Clinton B.
Townsend of Skowhegan, Maine, and David F. Egan of Guilford,
Conn.

Over the past decade, only 90,000 wild Atlantic salmon -- on
average -- have returned annually to spawn in North American (both

--MORE-- i
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U.S. and Canadian) rivers. Fishery managers believe that the number of returning spawners
needed to sustain these stocks currently is 194,000. As a result of NASCO's reduction of the 1994
West Greenland catch, the number of returning spawners should reach 185,000 {(more than 95
percent of the target) this year. In the next three years of the management plan, 100 percent of
the target (194,000 spawners) will be protected by adjusting the annual quota.

The determination of the nuiniber of spawning fish needed to sustain the stocks is based on
the quantity and quality of habitat available in each salmon-producing river. Much of the Atlantic
salmon habitat in the United States is in the process of restoration.

Under the NASCO plan, the West Greenland catch quotas are based on the “harvestable
surplus” of Atlantic salmon. The predicted number of “two-sea-winter” salmon in the North
Atlantic (those having spent two winters at sea and thus likely beginning a spawning run the
following spring) are reported to NASCO by the International Council for the Exploration of the
Sea, an organization universally respected for its unbiased accounting of scientific information.
From this number of two-sea-winter fish, NASCO protects the number needed for spawning. The
remainder are the harvestable surplus, the number that can be safely caught by commercial,
recreational, and native fisheries. The harvestable surplus also accounts for natural (nonfishing)
mortality.

eterson, head of the U.S. delegation to NASCO, commented that as a result of NASCO's
action, “All of the piecés of the Atlantic salmon puzzle over which we humans have control are now
in place to sustain the U.S. stocks of this species. As long as river flows, seawater temperatures,
natural predation, and other natural factors approximate long-term average conditions, the
future of the Atlantic salmon looks very bright indeed.”

-EN D_
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NOAA Honors Fish Stock Assessment Scientists

Woods Hole, Mass.- - -The scientists of the Population Dynamics
Branch at the NMFS Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC)
have been recognized for outstanding research in fish stock assess-
ment with a NOAA Unit Citation.

The NEFSC’s Population Dynamics Branch is considered to be
among the finest fishery stock assessment groups in the world. The
citation recognized the branch’s sustained accomplishment in “out-
standing stock assessment research in support of regional, national,
and international fisheries management.” The award was approved
by Dr. D. James Baker, who is both the Department of Commerce'’s
Undersecretary for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA's adminis-
trator. It was presented to the branch by Dr. John Pearce, Deputy

Center Director of the NEFSC.

Against a backdrop of catastrophic declines in groundfish and
other fish stocks of the northeastern United States, managers have
struggled for the last 15 years to develop regulations that would
reduce fish mortality rates and restore depleted stocks. During this
time, in its role as scientific advisor on fish stocks, the Population
Dynamics Branch assembled compelling evidence that the high rate
at which fish were being removed from these populations was so
severely diminishing their reproductive capacity that the fisheries
were not sustainable.

The evidence for this picture of what was happening in the stocks
was gathered by analyzing historical patterns of stock size and
harvest rates, modeling populations by age structure, estimating
present numbers of young fish and fecundity rates, examining

--MORE--
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biological samples from commercial landings and research surveys, and analyzing fishing effort
and economic factors associated with the industry.

The Branch has not only conducts traditional assessment analyses, but is also developing new
methods to support decisions about managing- stocks. For example, they are studying how to
quantify the risks associated with fishery decisions. The Population Dynamics Branch is among
the first groups attempting to scientifically evaluate the nature of multispecies fishery interac-
tions, how the discards and bycatch affect overall stock numbers, and how the selective harvest
changes the ecosystem in which the targeted fish are found.

The Population Dynamics Branch regularly advises the Northeast region’s fishery manage-
ment councils, state fishery managers, the fishing industry, environmentalists, and the public on
fisheries science. They are frequent contributors to international scientific groups such as the
North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization, the International Council for Exploration of
the Sea, and the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization.

The assessment advice produced by the Branch is reviewed by other scientists twice a year
at technical workshops. Recent stock assessments completed by the branch include those for
bluefish, summer flounder (fluke), Georges Bank cod and yellowtail flounder, spiny dogfish, and
witch flounder.

-END-
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Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk Named Head
of Conservation & Utilization Division

Woods Hole, Mass. - - - Dr. Fredric M. Serchuk has been named
chief of the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s (NEFSC) conservation
& utilization division. As division head, Dr. Serchuk will direct the U.S.
government’s study of ecological health, resource status, resource har-
vest, and seafood quality, and will advise on resource management, for
marine and coastal waters from the Canadian border to Cape Hatteras,
North Carolina.

The conservation & utilization division -- one of two major
research units of the NEFSC -- employs 250 scientific and technical
personnel at five research facilities and 13 field stations. The NEFSC
istheresearch arm ofthe NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service’s 19-
state northeast region.

Prior to his selection as division chief, Dr. Serchuk was chief of
one of the division’s component investigations, the New England off-
shore fishery resources investigation. Alsoin recent years, Dr. Serchuk
has held the prestigious post of chairperson of the International Council
for the Exploration of the Sea’s advisory committee on fishery manage-
ment. He received academic degrees from Cornell, Massachusetts, and
Michigan State.

Dr. Serchuk and his wife, Sandra, reside in East Falmouth,

Massachusetts.

--END--
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NURSE SHARK
MATING AND NURSERY GROUNDS
IDENTIFIED

Narragansett, RI - - - In the shallow waters of Florida's Dry
Tortugas National Park, nurse sharks mate and bear young--a
happy circumstance for Wes Pratt and Jeff Carrier. who recently
became the first marine scientists to observe and study nurse sharks
mating in the wild, and to film their behavior. The field studies were
also filmed for an upcoming episode of National Geographic
Television’s Explorer series.

The scientists believe that nurse sharks need warm and
shallow water, like that of the park’s lagoons, for successful court-
ship. The National Park Service is considering establishment of a
shark preserve in the Dry Tortugas to control increasing boat traffic
in these sensitive nursery and mating areas.

Pratt, of the National Marine Fisheries Service Narragansett
Lab, and Jeff Carrier, of Albion College, have spent a few weeks
during each of the past four summers trying to observe nurse sharks
that come into the warm lagoons of the Dry Tortugas to mate. The
nurse shark is large, with average adult lengths of 7 to 10 feet and
weights of 150 to 400 lbs. It is common in tropical and subtropical
waters of both North and South America.

In general, scientists have scant information about where
and when sharks mate or their mating behavior because the animals
travel widely and are relatively solitary. This makes them difficult
and costly to find during mating, unless they aggregate in a shallow,
protected area such as the Dry Tortugas.

--MORE--
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In this study, 17 adult female nurse sharks were identified using tags and natural fin
markings and observed for three weeks this summer. The female sharks entered a shallow lagoon
where 25 spotted pups were born. Each pup was between 14 and 18 inches long. The females
then spent much of their time in the shallow water, about 2 feet deep, avoiding and selecting
males.

The sharks apparently depend on the warmth and relative confines of the coastal lagoons
to spread chemical cues that signal mating readiness. The shallow waters are also a refuge for
females, and allow them leverage for controlling mating, discouraging some males. A powerful
male is able to grasp the pectoral fin of one of these females, transport her to deeper water and
internally fertilize her. The nurse shark’s use of shallow water during the mating process
underscores the need to protect sensitive coastal areas.

To further study gestation and reproductive chemistry of the females, two of the animals
were captured at the end of this year's study and isolated at Sea World, Orlando for further
investigation.

National Geographic Television will present an Explorer program on this study, tentatively

titled “A Biting Kind of Love” on the TBS Superstation in the Spring of 1995.

-END-
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Sea Scallops Plummet,
Blue Crabs Skyrocket,
in Northeast’'s 1993
Commercial Landings

Woods Hole, Mass. -- Commercial landings of sea scallops in the
Northeast dropped by 48 percent in poundage and 36 percentin dockside
(“ex-vessel”) revenue between 1992 and 1993. Most of the drop occurred
in the New England states where 10 million fewer pounds of scallop
meats were landed, and 39 million fewer dollars of ex-vessel revenue
were generated.

Landings of blue crabs, which occur almost exclusively in the Mid-
Atlantic states, rose by 97 percent in poundage and 120 percent in ex-
vessel revenue between 1992 and 1993. The 131 million pounds of
landings generated 76 million dollars of ex-vessel revenue.

These landings data come from the National Marine Fisheries
Service’s (NMFS) Northeast Fisheries Science Center in Woods Hole,
Mass. A very small amount of landings data for 1993 has not yet been
collected/tabulated, so all data remain provisional.

Attached are four tables which detail these landings data. Tables 1
and 2list the poundage and revenue for landings of all major commercial
species in the New England and Mid-Atlantic states, respectively, for
both 1992 and 1993. Major commercial species include those that
generate more than one million dollars in ex-vessel revenue.

Tables 3 and 4 list the poundage and revenue for total landings by
state and major port, respectively, inthe New England and Mid-Atlantic
states for both 1992 and 1993. These data have been reported earlier,
but are included here for reference. Major ports include those that
generate more than 10 million dollars in ex-vessel revenue.

Following are summaries of 1993 landings by species for both the
New England and Mid-Atlantic states:

-MORE-
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New England

The most-landed species in 1993 was Atlantic herring at 106 million pounds. It’s a low-value
species, though, which only generated six million dollars in ex-vessel revenue. The highest-revenue
species in 1993 was American lobster at 143 million dollars.

Joining sea scallops in a precipitous drop were New England’s three “traditional groundfish” --
haddock, yellowtail flounder, and Atlantic cod. Haddock dropped by 63 percent in poundage and 52
percent in ex-vessel revenue between 1992 and 1993. Yellowtail dropped by 36 percent in poundage
and 25 percentinrevenue. Cod dropped by 18 percentin poundage and 14 percentin revenue. Haddock
landings have fallen so low that they are now less valuable than Maine’s seaworm fishery. The
seaworm fishery captures two species -- bloodworms and sandworms -- for sale as live bait to
recreational fishermen.

Atlantic salmon harvested from aquacultural operations along coastal Maine are now the fourth
most valuable seafood species in New England. In 1993, almost 15 million pounds were harvested,
worth almost 43 million dollars.

Green sea urchins, whose eggs are highly prized by the Japanese, are now the sixth most valuable
seafood species in New England. In 1993, more than 42 million pounds of urchins were harvested,
worth more than 27 million dollars.

Mid-Atlantic

The most-landed species in 1993 was Atlantic menhaden at 672 million pounds. Menhaden, a non-
seafood species, is primarily used for the production of meal, oil, and solubles, and secondarily used for
livestock feed and for bait by comm