VESSEL OPERATIONS

Field operations of this Liaboratory require the use of both
government-owned and chartered vessels. The government-owned
vessels should include a large offshore research vessl, a medium
otter trawler, a small inshore dragger, and a collecting boat for
the aquarium. Kinds and sizes of chartered vessels will depend
upon the specific purpose for which they are to be used.

The offshore research vessel is required for large scale
quarterly synoptic surveys of the fishery resource, its food supply,
and the environment in which it lives, It is also used occasionally
to collect data required to solve specific problems,

The medium otter trawler is required to collect data which
is to be compared directly with the various commercial fisheries,
A vessel of this type can be operated offshore in all but the most
severe weather at a relatively reasonable cost.

The inshore dragger is required for work in the local area
and on shoal grounds.

The collecting boat is required for collecting and transport-
ing live fish to the aquarium,

Some investigations are best served by chartered vessels
equipped with standard commercial gear and manned by fishermen -
skilled in its use, Investigations carried out at distant ports often
require local knowledge for efficient operation, It is usually less
expensive to use a local vessel than to have a government-ownec

vessel do a good deal of unprofitable traveling,
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