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Education: 
      B.S.   Oceanography - Humboldt State University,  
                          Arcata, California, 1969 
     M.S.     Oceanography - University of Washington,  
                          Seattle, Washington, 1972 
      Ph.D.    Fisheries -    University of Washington,  
                          Seattle, Washington, 1981 
 
Experience:  
 1991-Present  Supervisory Research Fishery Biologist 

Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Seattle, WA 

   I am the Leader of the Groundfish Assessment Program, consisting of 29 people with the 
primary mission of conducting bottom trawl surveys throughout Alaska. The survey program is 
large, annually with over 350 days of charter time on commercial fishing vessels and an 
operating budget of over $4M. I directly supervise 10 of the GAP staff, 2 of which are 
supervisors of the remaining staff. Approximately 2/3 of the GAP staff  members are regularly 
publishing fishery scientists, most of which have Ph.D. degrees.  My administrative duties 
include developing performance plans, conducting performance reviews, providing mentorship 
to junior scientists, overseeing the development of GAP proposals for research funds, reviewing 
GAP scientific publications and providing expert advice on bottom trawl surveys for the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council and other fishery management agencies. My primary non-
administrative duty is to personally conduct scientific research which in recent years has focused 
on factors influencing and methods for estimating the catchability of bottom trawl surveys. Most 
of my publications involve the application of statistical modeling to data collected from designed 
field experiments conducted either on NOAA research vessels or chartered commercial vessels. I 
have been the chairman of the ICES Working Group on Fishing Technology and Fish Behavior 
as well as the U.S. Delegate on the ICES Fisheries Technology Committee. I have completed 
two NOAA rotational assignments at NMFS Headquarters, one in the Office of Science and 
Technology where I worked on issues related to the use of NOAA research vessels and one in 
the Office of International Affairs where I worked on a framework plan for developing a NMFS 
sponsored fishery management capacity building program for developing countries. I have been 



involved in a variety of international research projects, one of which included six months tenure 
at the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen, Norway.  In addition, for the last five years, I have 
been the US partner in joint research projects with government scientists from the Republic of 
Korea which considered issues such as bottom trawl survey standardization, trawl catchability 
estimation, and archival tagging techniques. I enjoy participating on research cruises, especially 
those conducted on chartered commercial vessels where I can directly interact with active 
fishers. Much of my research has been in partnership with various fisher organizations, recently 
with the Bering Sea Fisheries Research Foundation sponsored by several crab fisher 
organizations. This cooperative work has included studies in the catchability of bottom trawl 
surveys for various crab species, archival tagging of crabs to estimate migration trajectories and 
field studies to estimate the growth of snow crabs.  
 
Supervisor: Russ Nelson, Director 

 Resource Assessment and Conservation Division 
             Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 7600 Sand Point Way NE 

Seattle, Washington. 98115, USA 
Tel +1 206 526 4170 
Email Gary.Stauffer@noaa.gov 

 
 
 
  1985 - 1991  Research Fishery Biologist  

Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  

In this position, I was Leader of the Habitat, Bottomfish and Seamount Tasks, supervising up to 
5 people. I was responsible for the stock assessments, and all associated field work, for tuna 
baitfish, bottomfish (snappers and groupers) and seamount fishes (pelagic armorhead). I was the 
chairman of the Bottomfish Management Plan Team for the Western Pacific Management 
Council. While in this capacity, I developed a new approach to stock assessment based on the 
time-to-capture individual fish on longlines. To do this I helped design the first hook timer, 
which is a small clock attached to a fish hook so that it will be activated when a fish strikes. For 
this work I was awarded the Department of Commerce Bronze Medal. I developed a program at 
the Kewalo Laboratory where a spawning population of Hawaiian anchovy was maintained in 
captivity to provide eggs and larvae needed for experiments on development time, growth and 
mortality. 
 
 
  1983 - 1985 Research Associate 

University of Washington 
School of Fisheries 
Seattle, Washington  

In this position, I was on loan from the University of Washington to the Resource Ecology and 
Fisheries Management Division of the Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Science Center, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. I was responsible for research on problems associated with fish age 
determination. During my tenure, I developed simulation models to investigate the influence on 
ageing errors on the predictions of management models and I developed a procedure for 



estimating age from the weight and dimensions of a fish otolith. 
 
 
  1983   Assistant Professor, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Oregon State 

University, Corvallis, Oregon. 
In this position, I taught Commercial Fisheries 401, a 5 unit required senior level class which 
considered various aspects of commercial fisheries for marine fish and invertebrates from 
primarily US waters. 
 
 
  1978-1982     Fishery Biologist / Research Associate 

College of Fisheries 
University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington  

In this position, I conducted research on the biology and population dynamics of king and tanner 
crabs in Alaska. I was a member of both the King Crab and Tanner Crab Fishery Management 
Plan Teams for the Alaska Fisheries Management Council and I was a co-author of the first king 
crab management plan. 
 
  1976 - 1977 Fishery Consultant 

Small Tribes of Western Washington 
Sumner, Washington  
 

  1974 - 1976 Fishery Biologist 
Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Seattle, Washington  

 
 
Professional Affiliations: 

American Society of Fishery Research Biologists 
 
Languages: 

 Fluent in English, some reading and speaking capability in both French and Spanish. 
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