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PROTOCOLS FOR COMPLETING THE PTVSC (01/01/11) 

QUICK REFERENCE 

 PTVSC is designed to be scanned.  Please be neat, clear and legible when completing this form.   

 Shade boxes in completely.  Do not make any marks outside of the boxes or in the margins 

 Do not use / or – between boxes.  Only use the comment section for comments. 

 Do not make photo copies.  Specific parameters must be precise for it to be properly scanned.   

Either request PTVSC copies from your program or go to FSB’s website  

(http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/femad/fsb). 

 Only provide comments for legitimate safety concerns, when fields are left blank or when you have  

difficulties collecting required information; all blanks must be fully explained in the PTVSC comment section. 

 Dates should be recorded in the MM/YY format.  Do not record partial dates or  numbers. 

 If any dated items on the PTVSC have expired or there is no current, acceptable documentation for the  

EPIRB and you can not perform a visual inspection, issue an SDR and do not deploy. 

EPIRB 

Acceptable documentation for EPIRB expirations dates (All documents must be no more than 90 days old): 

 Visual inspection 

 Previously issued EPIRB Visual Inspection Card (EVIC). 

 USCG documentation (examination form or other USCG sticker) WITH expiration dates. 

 

Observers/monitors are NOT to remove EPIRB housings or handle EPIRBs.   

Captain or crew must assist to visually inspect the EPIRB and record expiration dates. 

 

 Always issue an EVIC whenever you visually inspect an EPIRB.  Carefully record expiration dates  

on the front of the PTVSC.  Only record these dates if you actually visually inspect the EPIRB.  

 

*DO NOT RECORD EXPIRATION DATES FOR ANY PIECE OF SAFETY EQUIPMENT ON THE EVIC  

UNLESS THE HYDROSTATIC RELEASE OR BATTERY OF THE EPIRB WILL EXPIRE WITHIN 90 DAYS* 

 If EPIRB has the hydrostatic release inside the mounting bracket you can use a previously issued  

EVIC, USCG documentation or a receipt showing the hydrostatic release was purchased in the  

last 2 years.  If documentation is absent, and you are unable to visually inspect, issue an SDR  

and do not deploy. 

 Category II EPIRBS are manually released (no hydrostatic release) and activated.   

They are approved for vessels less than 36’ or vessels greater than 36’ with inherent buoyancy. 

 

All hydrostatic releases (raft and EPIRB) are good for 2 years.  EPIRB batteries are good for 5 years.  

http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/femad/fsb�
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LIFE RAFT 

 Rafts (unless brand new or hard shell) should be inspected every year. 

 Float free rafts do not have hydrostatic releases.  NO straps or lines should be around  a float free raft.  

 A “hard shell”, “egg” or “pod” shaped life raft has a hydrostatic release but does not require an annual                
service inspection or repacking. Leave the service expiration date blank and comment in the                               
comments section. 

 Life rafts need to be checked before every trip.  The ONLY, exception is if it is truly unsafe to get on top             
of the house.  

In this case, you can use the USCG Safety Examiners  form (if issued within the last year) that documents the          
raft service and hydrostatic  release expiration dates as proof that the raft is good.  Record the dates from the          
USCG Safety Examination form and comment in the comments section. Please keep in mind: 

 The life raft is one of the most important safety items on the vessel. 

 If it is nasty at the docks, think of how it will be at sea.  Don’t you want to check the raft? 

 When the USCG examiner issued the decal the raft was current (hydro and service date), but  either of them  

       could have expired the following month. 

If acceptable documentation is absent, and you can not get on top of the house to check the raft,  

do not deploy and contact your AC. 
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