
Trip Definition – Questions and Answers  Updated 12/18/2015 

Trip Definition – Questions and Answers 

Q. Do I have to do a Safety Checklist for each trip in a deployment? 

A. No, Safety Checklists will be required once per deployment.  If you leave the vessel and 
return, you must start a new deployment and fill out a new Safety Checklist. 

Q. If the vessel comes in for weather/gear damage/etc., do I have to take the mesh sizes again on the next 
trip? 

A. No, if you stay with the vessel, mesh sizes are only required once per deployment.  If you have 
multiple fished trips within a deployment, you may copy the mesh sizes for each gear on the 
first trip to the corresponding gear on the second trip, with a comment. 

Example: On the first trip of a deployment, they fish Gear 1 and you take mesh sizes, then the 
boat comes in for weather.  You stay with the vessel and go back out with them.  On the 
second trip in the deployment, they fish Gear 1 again and then switch to Gear 2.  You should 
copy the mesh sizes from the first trip for Gear 1 (with a comment) and then take mesh sizes 
for Gear 2.  

Q. If the vessel anchors in harbor but does not tie up at the dock, is that a new trip? 

A. No, this would still be one trip with the appropriate time lost code (NEFOP and IFS) and 
comments (all programs). 

Q. If the vessel moves between docks at the same port, is that a new trip? 

A. No, a trip begins when the vessel leaves a port, and ends when the vessel returns to a port.  For 
now, a port will be defined as any city/town for which a port code exists in the observer 
database system (i.e., shows up as a separate entry in the port name dropdown options on 
SectorASM and OBPRELIM). 

Example: You board the vessel while it is tied up at one dock in New Bedford, but then it moves 
to another dock (still in New Bedford) to pick up ice before going fishing.  You would record 
date sail as the time the vessel left the ice dock (i.e., when you left the port).   

Q. I already hit my biological sampling targets when the vessel came back in to let off a sick crew 
member.  When we go back out to resume fishing, do I need to start my biological sampling all over 
again? 

A. No, in general you should interpret the biological sampling targets as per deployment.  The 
only exception is if an offload occurs during a deployment, which would “reset” the sampling 
targets. 

Example: You’re on a scallop boat that left out of Cape May, fished, and offloaded their catch in 
New Bedford.  You stay on the boat as they do a second trip, leaving from New Bedford, 
fishing, and finally offloading in Cape May.  You should strive to meet your biological 
sampling targets for both trips within this deployment. 
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Q. We made a short transit trip to get ice from a different port before going out on a multiday trip.  Is my 
first trip going to be counted as late if I can’t send it in until the end of the deployment? 

A. No, all deadlines will be calculated based on the date/time landed of the last trip in a 
deployment.  Paper logs from trips within a deployment should be mailed together.   

Q. Will each transit trip in a deployment be billed/paid as a new seaday? 

A. No, billing will be updated to reflect the length of the deployment, not the individual trips. 

Q. Do I have to ask captain cost questions for transit trips? 

A. No, not all Vessel & Trip Log fields need to be filled out on transit trips (trip extensions T and 
U).  A new Transit Trip Log has been created with fields shaded out  to indicate that do not 
need to be collected.  Special instructions for the Transit Trip Log include: 

• Copy all primary gear and other gear information from your standard Vessel and Trip 
Log.  All gear used fields will be marked ‘no’ for transit trips.  If gear is set, hauled, or 
washed during a transit, it becomes a fished trip, following standard protocols for gear 
and haul logs, and with an X (dash), C, or L trip extension. 

• A new, non-entered field called “Fish Onboard” has been added to the Transit Trip Log.  
The purpose of this field is solely to verify the correct trip extension.  Mark this field as 
‘Yes’ if the vessel is transiting with any product intended for sale (may include fish, 
shellfish, squid, etc.). 

Q. How do I document Incident Reports during a deployment? 

A. Any incident should be documented in the field diary with the exact date(s) and tripid(s) 
associated with the event.  For each trip in the deployment, mark Field Diary as Yes.  On the 
Incident Report, record the tripid associated with the first occurrence.   

Example: Your deployment spans 3 trips: X99001T, X99002C, and X99003T.  You started 
experiencing interference during the second trip.  On your Incident Report, record the tripid as 
X99002C.  On all 3 trip logs, mark Field Diary as Yes. 

Q. There were two fished trips during a deployment, but the captain only gave me the total costs for the 
deployment.  How should I record these? 

A. In an ideal situation, try to obtain separate cost estimates for each fished trip within a 
deployment.  If the captain only gives a total for the whole trip, divide across the trips 
proportional to the trip length (datesail to dateland). 

Example: After a deployment with two fished trips, the captain tells you he spent a total of $300 
in supplies for both trips combined.  The first trip lasted 12 hours, the second lasted 24 hours.  
Assign $100 in supply cost to the first trip and $200 to the second trip. 
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Q. I saw a group of seals while we were transiting from one port to another.  Do I have to fill out a 
Sighting Log?  (NEFOP and IFS trips only) 

A. Yes, you must still document any sightings even on transit trips.  Similarly, if an incidental 
take occurs during a transit (e.g., vessel strikes a marine mammal), it must be fully 
documented on the Incidental Take Log (all programs). 

Q. If the vessel is retaining some catch to sell and transits between ports, what trip extension do I use? 

A. If there is any catch onboard, regardless of whether it is intended for sale, you would use trip 
extension U.  If there is no catch onboard, use trip extension T. 

Q. Do I still need to report time lost (NEFOP and IFS)? 

A. You will not use the time lost fields to record any time spent in port, but you may still have 
time lost at sea (e.g., Coast Guard boardings, gear loss or repair, etc.).  Continue to record 
comments for all instances of time lost from fishing activity. 

Q. Is an aborted trip considered a transit trip? 

A. No.  If a vessel sets out with the intention of fishing, but failed to begin any fishing activity for 
any reason, it would be considered an aborted trip and a standard Vessel and Trip Log should 
be filled out. A trip is only considered a transit trip if there is no intention to fish. 
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