
BRIELLE, NJ1 
Community Profile2 
 
PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Regional orientation 

The borough of Brielle, New Jersey (40.11°N, 74.06°W) is located on the New Jersey 
Bayshore at the southeastern tip of Monmouth County (see Map 1).  Brielle does not border on 
the ocean but rather sits along the Manasquan River, just inside Manasquan Inlet, and has almost 
4 miles of waterfront, despite being only 1.8 square miles in size (Borough of Brielle 2006).  
 

 
Map 1.  Location of Brielle, NJ (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
Historical/Background 

Brielle was originally part of the township of Shrewsbury, one of the original settlements 
in Monmouth County.  In the late 1600s, English and Dutch settlers migrated to this area to 
engage in agriculture.  Ship-building and shipping industries were prominent here by the mid-
1700s, taking advantage of Brielle’s location inside the Manasquan Inlet.  The Union Salt 
Works, built here during the Revolutionary War, turned sea salt into table salt and was important 
to the residents in preserving food, but was later burned by the British.  By the second half of the 
1800s, a number of hotels and summer cottages were built along the river here and Brielle 
transitioned into a resort community (Borough of Brielle 2006).  In 1919, Brielle broke off from 

                                                 
1 These community profiles have been created to serve as port descriptions in Environmental Impact Statements 
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Wall township, one of three separate townships of which it was a part throughout its history, and 
was granted a charter as an independent borough by the State of New Jersey (BCC 2007).  In the 
1960s, Brielle began to transition from a summer community to a year-round residential 
community, and today most residents are here throughout the year (Monmouth County nd[b]).  
Often for fisheries purposes, Brielle, Point Pleasant, Point Pleasant Beach, and Manasquan are 
all considered the “Port of Manasquan,” centered around Manasquan Beach and Manasquan 
Inlet.  This area has been a center of both recreational and commercial fishing in New Jersey 
since the 1800s. Bluefin tuna fishing has been taking place from Brielle since at least the 1930s 
(McCay and Cieri 2000).  

 
Demographics3 

According to Census 2000 data,4 Brielle had a total population of 4,893, up 11.0% from 
the reported population of 4,406 in 1990 (US Census Bureau 1990).  Of this total in 2000, 47.7% 
were female and 52.3% were male.  The median age was 42.9 years and 74.2% of the population 
was 21 years or older while 21.1% were 62 or older.  

The population structure for Brielle shows the largest percentages of residents to be 
between the ages 40-49, followed by 50-59 (see Figure 1).  Brielle seems to have a slightly aging 
population, with a significant number of residents in the 60-69 and 70-79 categories, but there 
are also a number of children living here.  Like many small communities, the population of 
Brielle declines sharply for residents between the ages of 20-29, as young people leave the 
community to go to college or in search of jobs.  This differs, however, from other Jersey Shore 
communities such as Belmar and Highlands, which do not experience this same pattern. 
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Figure 1.  Brielle’s population structure by sex in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 

                                                 
3 While mid-term estimates are available for some larger communities, data from the 2000 Census are the only data 
universally available for the communities being profiled in the Northeast. Thus for cross-comparability we have 
used 2000 data even though these data may have changed significantly since 2000 for at least some communities. 
4 U.S. Census: American Factfinder 2000 http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/SAFFFacts?_sse=on -- where not 
otherwise indicated, all data are taken from the 2000 American Factfinder Fact Sheet for this community. 
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The majority of the population of Brielle was white (92.7%), with 4.1% of residents 
black or African American, 0.5% Native American, 0.9% Asian, and 0.02% of residents listed as 
Pacific Islander or Hawaiian (Figure 2).  Only 3.3% of the total population identified themselves 
as Hispanic/Latino (Figure 3).  Residents linked their heritage to a number of different ancestries 
including: Irish (32.7%), Italian (22.0%) German (22.1%), and English (11.7%).  With regard to 
region of birth, 72.7% were born in New Jersey, 23.7% were born in a different state and 3.2% 
were born outside of the US (including 0.7% who were not US citizens). 
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Figure 2.  Racial Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 
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Figure 3.  Ethnic Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau 2000) 

 
For 95.7% of the population 5 years old and higher, only English was spoken in the 

home, leaving 4.3% in homes where a language other than English was spoken, and including 
1.1% of the population who spoke English less than “very well.” 

Of the population 25 years and over, 94.8% were high school graduates or higher and 
44.7% had a bachelor’s degree or higher.  Again of the population 25 years and over, 1.8% did 
not reach ninth grade, 3.5% attended some high school but did not graduate, 24.1% completed 
high school, 19.9% had some college with no degree, 6.2% received their associate’s degree, 



30.0% earned their bachelor’s degree, and 14.7% received either a graduate or professional 
degree. 

Although religious percentages are not available through the U.S. Census, according to 
the Association of Religion Data Archive (ARDA) in 2000 the religion with the highest number 
of congregations and adherents in Monmouth County was Catholic with 50 congregations and 
289,183 adherents.  Other prominent congregations in the county were Jewish (42 with 65,000 
adherents), United Methodist (47 with 12,992 adherents), and Muslim (5 with 9,455 adherents).  
The total number of adherents to any religion increased 38.9% from 1990 to 2000 (ARDA 2000). 

There is just one house of worship listed for Brielle, The Church in Brielle (BCC 2007). 
 
Issues/Processes 

Many recreational fishing businesses in Brielle have been upset with trip limits on bluefin 
tuna; this was once an important recreational fishery, but now businesses cannot rely on it for 
passengers because they can take so few fish (McCay and Cieri 2000).  Local anglers are very 
concerned about management plans to reduce existing quotas for fluke by close to 80 percent.  
Those who run sportfishing charter operations are worried this could put them out of business; 
others complain that new size restrictions on fluke will change fluke fishing from a family 
activity to purely a trophy sport (Geiser 2006).  Additionally, sportfishermen claim commercial 
draggers have greatly depleted the fishing stocks, and would like to see an end to the practice of 
commercial dragging.5 

A Virginia company is pushing to open the waters off New Jersey for pursuing menhaden 
with seine nets, an idea to which recreational fishermen are strongly opposed. Menhaden are a 
favorite bait fish for striped bass fishermen, and menhaden are also an important food source for 
striped bass (Anon 2006).  
  
Cultural attributes 

Brielle Day is an annual celebration of the borough which is primarily a craft fair.  The 
Chamber of Commerce hosts an annual family fishing tournament (BCC 2007). 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Economy 

Brielle is a primarily residential suburb with no industry, so the vast majority of residents 
must seek employment outside of the town.6  While there are no other large employers listed for 
Brielle, neighboring communities have a number of significant employers, including: Meridian 
Health System (Neptune, 12 miles – 7,600 employees), Asbury Park Press (Neptune – 1,300 
employees), Norkus Enterprises, Inc. (Point Pleasant – 1,100 employees), Horizon Blue Cross 
Blue Shield (Farmingdale, 11 miles – 950 employees), New Jersey Resources Corporation (Wall, 
6.5 miles – 569 employees), CPC Behavioral Healthcare (Neptune – 435 employees), Waterford 
Wedgewood USA (Wall – 350 employees), Air Cruisers Company (Wall - 245 employees), and 
Birdsall Services Group (Sea Girt, 2 miles – 200 employees).  There are many other large 
employers throughout Monmouth County where Brielle residents are likely to be employed 
(Monmouth County nd).  
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According to the U.S. Census 20007, 59.4% (2,297 individuals) of the total population 16 
years of age and over were in the labor force (see Figure 4), of which 2.1% were unemployed, 
none were in the Armed Forces, and 57.3% were employed. 
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Figure 4.  Employment Structure in 2000 (US Census Bureau) 

  
According to Census 2000 data, jobs in the census grouping which includes agriculture, 

forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining accounted for 16 positions or 0.7% of all jobs.  Self 
employed workers, a category where fishermen might be found, accounted for 229 positions or 
10.3 % of jobs.  Educational, health, and social services (23.1%), professional, scientific, 
management, administrative, and waste management services (14.2%), finance, insurance, real 
estate, and rental and leasing (9.4%), and manufacturing (8.4%) were the primary industries. 

Median household income in Brielle was $68,368 (up 27.8% from $53,485 in 1990 [US 
Census Bureau 1990]) and per capita income was $35,785. For full-time year round workers, 
males made approximately 54.0% more per year than females.   

The average family in Brielle consisted of 3.0 persons. With respect to poverty, 2.6% of 
families (up from 0.5% in 1990 [US Census Bureau 1990]) and 3.9% of individuals were below 
the U.S. Census poverty threshold.  This threshold is $8,794 for individuals and ranges from 
$11,239 through $35,060 for families, depending on number of persons (2-9) [US Census Bureau 
2000b].  In 2000, 15.4% of all families (of any size) earned less than $35,000 per year.  

In 2000, Brielle had a total of 2,123 housing units, of which 91.3% were occupied and 
73.8% were detached one-unit homes.  More than ten percent (12.6%) of these homes were built 
before 1940.  Mobile homes accounted for 1.6% of the total housing units; 83.5% of detached 
units had between 2 and 9 rooms.  In 2000, the median cost for a home in this area was 
$285,000. Of vacant housing units, 65.2% were used for seasonal, recreational, or occasional 
use, while of occupied units 16.6% were renter occupied. 
 

                                                 
7 Again, Census data from 2000 are used because they are universally available and offer cross-comparability among 
communities. Some statistics, particularly median home price, are likely to have changed significantly since 2000.  



Government 
Brielle is a borough within Monmouth County; the municipal government is composed of 

a six-member council and a mayor. Council members are elected to three-year terms and the 
mayor is elected to a four-year term (Borough of Brielle 2006).  
 
Fisheries involvement in government 

Information on fisheries involvement in government in Brielle was unavailable through 
secondary data collection. 
 
Institutional  
Fishing associations 

The Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat Association in Township was formed in 1981 to 
enhance the recreational fishing industry on the Manasquan River, to aid in the improvement of 
the coastal fishery and collectively voice concerns on marine conservation and environmental 
issues. 

The Garden State Seafood Association in Trenton is a statewide organization of 
commercial fishermen and fishing companies, related businesses and individuals working in 
common cause to promote the interests of the commercial fishing industry and seafood 
consumers in New Jersey.   

The Jersey Coast Anglers Association (JCAA) is an association of over 75 saltwater 
fishing clubs throughout the state. Founded in 1981, the purpose of the organization is to unite 
and represent marine sport anglers to work towards common goals. The JCAA website 
(www.jcaa.org) also provides links for many NJ anglers associations.  
 
Fishery assistance centers 

Information on fishery assistance centers in Brielle was unavailable through secondary 
data collection. 
 
Other fishing related organizations  

The Manasquan River Watershed Association is a non-profit organization focused on 
protecting and restoring the Manasquan River through public education, restoration, and regional 
planning initiatives. 
 
Physical 

Brielle lies along the Manasquan River, and borders the townships of Wall and 
Manasquan. Access to the Atlantic Ocean is through the Manasquan Inlet. Route 35 runs through 
Brielle, crossing the Manasquan River to connect the borough with Point Pleasant on the other 
side (McCay and Cieri 2000).  Brielle is 3 miles from Point Pleasant, 7 miles from Belmar, 70 
miles from Atlantic City, and 63 miles from New York City. Newark Liberty International 
Airport is 41 miles away (MapQuest nd), and the Monmouth Executive Airport is just outside of 
Brielle in Farmingdale.  The New Jersey Transit rail line stops in both Manasquan and Point 
Pleasant, and runs from there to both Newark and New York City. There is a bus that runs 
between Brielle and Asbury Park. 

 The “Port of Manasquan” includes Brielle, Manasquan, Point Pleasant, and Point 
Pleasant Beach; there are numerous marinas, bait and tackle shops, and charter and party boats 
that are part of these four communities and considered the “Port of Manasquan” (McCay and 

http://www.gppcba.com/
http://www.fishingnj.org/gssa/gssahome.htm
http://www.jcaa.org/
http://www.jcaa.org/
http://www.manasquanriver.org/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/BLM
http://www.njtransit.com/


Cieri 2000).  There are three marinas listed in Brielle: Bogan’s Basin Deep Sea Fishing Marina, 
Brielle Marina Basin, and Hoffman’s Marina (NJDTT nd).  One website claims these marinas 
host more than 200 charter and commercial fishing vessels (New Jersey Shore nd).  Brielle Bait 
and Tackle is located in Bogan’s Marina.  There are numerous bait and tackle stores in 
neighboring Point Pleasant such as Reel Life Bait and Tackle and the Fishermen’s Supply 
Company (BCC 2007). 
 
INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHEAST FISHERIES8 
Commercial 

Whereas previously most tuna fishing in Brielle was from day boats, today much of the 
tuna fishing takes place offshore in the Hudson and Baltimore Canyons, which is a two-day trip 
(McCay and Cieri 2000).  There were only a few species landed in Brielle between 1997 and 
2006 (Table 1).  The landings values in Brielle varied between these years, with no landings over 
five separate years and only 2005 experiencing any significant landings (Table 2).  Over this 
same time period, the number of vessels home ported here experienced a steady decline, from a 
high of 22 in 1997 to 11 in 2006.  The level of home port fishing was highly variable, and 
indicates that most Brielle boats do not land their catch here; they most likely land their catch in 
Point Pleasant Beach where this infrastructure exists. 
 
Landings by Species  
 
Table 1.  Rank Value of Landing for Federally Managed Groups 
Species Rank Value of Average Landings from 1997-2006

Scallop 1
Monkfish 2
Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass  3
Other9 4
(Note: Only rank value is provided because value information is confidential in ports with fewer than three 
vessels or fewer than three dealers, or where one dealer predominates in a particular species and would 
therefore be identifiable.) 
 

                                                 
8 In reviewing the commercial landings data several factors need to be kept in mind. 1) While both federal and state 
landings are included, some states provide more detailed data to NMFS than others. For example, shellfish may not 
be included or data may be reported only by county and not by port. 2) Some communities did not have individual 
port codes until more recently. Before individual port codes were assigned, landings from those ports were coded at 
the county level or as an aggregate of two geographically close small ports.  Where landings were coded at the 
county level they cannot be sorted to individual ports for those earlier years, e.g., prior to 2000.  3) Where 
aggregated codes were used, those aggregate codes may still exist and be in use alongside the new individual codes.  
Here the landings which are still assigned to the aggregate port code cannot be sorted into the individual ports, so 
port level data are only those which used the individual port code. 4) Even when individual port codes exist, 
especially for small ports, landings may be coded at the county level.  Here again it is impossible to disaggregate 
these to a port level, making the port level landings incomplete. 5) In all these cases, the per port data in this profile 
may under report the total level of landings to the port, though all landings are accounted for in the overall NMFS 
database. 
9 “Other” species includes any species not accounted for in a federally managed group 



Vessels by Year10 
 
Table 2.  Federal Vessel Permits Between 1997-2006 

Year # Vessels (home ported) # Vessels (owner's city) 

1997 22 12 
1998 15 10 
1999 17 13 
2000 18 10 
2001 16 10 
2002 15 9 
2003 12 7 
2004 12 8 
2005 11 8 
2006 11 10 

(Note: # Vessels home ported = No. of permitted vessels with location as homeport,  
# Vessels (owner's city) = No. of permitted vessels with location as owner residence11)  
 
Recreational 

In New Jersey the charter/party fleet is the largest on east coast.  Many vessels are over 
120ft long and carry over 150 people.12  Bluefin tuna was traditionally an important recreational 
fishery in Brielle; however, trip limits have caused most charter boats to focus primarily on 
bluefish (McCay and Cieri 2000).  Between 2001- 2005, there were 18 charter and party vessels 
making 6,324 total trips registered in logbook data by charter and party vessels in Brielle 
carrying a total of 99,952 anglers. One website for Brielle lists 17 charter companies for Brielle’s 
three marinas alone, and numerous others for Manasquan Inlet. The Jamaica II is one party boat 
that offers year-round deep-sea and wreck fishing trips to fish for fluke, bluefish, seabass, 
porgies, blackfish, cod, and other fish. The Atlantis is another large party/charter boat in Brielle 
making offshore trips for tuna and other species. 
 
Subsistence 

Information on subsistence fishing in Brielle was either unavailable through secondary 
data collection or the practice does not exist. 

 
FUTURE 

In a report assessing Brielle’s natural resources, the borough’s Environmental 
Commission recommended to protect the community’s sportfishing and commercial fishing 
industries and limit waterfront development, such as hotels and condominiums, which conflicts 

                                                 
10 Numbers of vessels by owner’s city and homeport are as reported by the permit holder on permit application 
forms.  These may not correspond to the port where a vessel lands or even spends the majority of its time when 
docked. 
11 The Owner-City from the permit files is technically the address at which the owner receives mail concerning their 
permitted vessels, which could reflect the actual location of residence, the mailing address as distinct from 
residence, owner business location, or the address at which a subsidiary receives mail about the permits. 
12 Community Review Comments, Bruce Freeman, NJ Coast Anglers Association, 1201 Route 37 East, Suite 9, 
Toms River, NJ 08753, October 2, 2007 

http://www.fishonnj.com/manasquaninlet.htm
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with fishing (Borough of Brielle 2006).  However, a contact in the community noted that 
condominium development is slowly taking over the waterfront, and commercial marinas have 
been disappearing.13  
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