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Squid Trawl Fishery: Project Design

•Single vessel, FV Excalibur, 
Capt Joel Hovanesian

• ABBA sequence to tows, alternate daily start
• Study divided into two parts, Pre-modification 
and Post –modification.
• Modification was the addition of a small mesh 
skirt at the ring seam between the TED and the 
codend to prevent the loss of squid



TED Design

• Enlarged TED 
51 x 43 inches



Squid Trawl Fishery: Tow Locations



Squid Trawl Fishery: Results
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Squid Trawl Fishery:  Results
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Squid Trawl Fishery: Results
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Squid Trawl Fishery: Conclusions
• The addition of a small mesh skirt is required for 
all squid and potentially all small species
•Significant loss of squid in the TED equipped 
trawl before the addition of the small mesh skirt 
• No significant loss of squid in the TED equipped 
trawl after the addition of the small mesh skirt, 
and no difference in L-F distribution
• Squid trawl fishery as sampled has a 30-40% 
bycatch rate of other species
• Results restricted to 12 pairs of tows on a 
vessel in a single season, and may not reflect the 
fishery as a whole



Whiting Trawl Fishery Project Design

•Single vessel, FV Excalibur, 
Capt Joel Hovanesian

• ABBA sequence to tows, alternate daily start
• Operate in areas of traditional inshore 
southern New England whiting trawl fishery
• Limited number of tows available to be able 
to accomplish



TED Design

• Enlarged TED 
51 x 43 inches



Whiting Trawl Fishery: Tow Locations



Whiting Trawl Fishery:  Results

0.5341.17153440butterfish

0.2961.05151415dogfish

0.2250.73159871flounder

0.4570.97155150skate

0.00050.7815957753total (all)

0.0010.7815683484whiting
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Whiting Trawl Fishery: Results
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Whiting Trawl Fishery: Results

Clean catches and 
catches with high 
bycatch of other 
species



Whiting Trawl Fishery:  Conclusions
• Significant loss of whiting in the TED equipped 
trawl, on average about 22%, but no difference in 
length frequency distribution
• Whiting trawl fishery as sampled has a 30-35% 
bycatch rate of other species
• Significant loss of flounder complex, on average 
about 27%
• Non-significant losses of bycatch species 
including skate, dogfish and butterfish
• Results restricted to 15 pairs of tows on a 
vessel in a single season, and may not reflect the 
fishery as a whole


