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Gear Restricted  
Areas (GRA)
GOM/GB Inshore Restricted Roller Gear Area
For all trawl vessels fishing in the GOM/GB Inshore Restricted Roller Gear Area, the maximum diameter
of any part of the trawl footrope, including discs, rollers or rockhoppers may not to exceed 12 inches
(30.48 cm).

The GOM/GB inshore restricted roller gear area is defined according to the following coordinates:

Point               Latitude          Longitude 
GM1  42E00'    (1)
GM2  42E00'    (2)
GM3  42E00'        (3)
GM23  42E00' 69E50'
GM24  43E00' 69E50'
GM11 43°00' 70°00'
GM17 43°30' 70°00'
GM18 43°30'    (4)

(1) Massachusetts shoreline.
(2) Cape Cod shoreline on Cape Cod Bay.
(3) Cape Cod shoreline on the Atlantic Ocean.
(4) Maine shoreline.

Mobile Gear and Lobster Trap/Pot Gear Restricted Areas
The following summarizes measures to separate mobile gear and lobster trap/pot gear in time and
area according to the schedule below.  Mobile gear vessels may transit the areas when closed
provided that all mobile gear is on board the vessel while inside the area.

Restricted Gear
Areas

Closed to Mobile Gear (Trawls,
Beam Trawls, and Dredges)

Closed to Lobster Trap/Pot Gear

I October 1 to June 15 June 16 to September 30

II November 27 to June 15 June 16 to November 26

III June 16 to November 26 January 1 to April 30

IV June 16 to September 30
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< Restricted Gear Area I - This area is defined is defined by straight lines connecting the following points in the
order stated:

INSHORE BOUNDARY OFFSHORE BOUNDARY  

Point Latitude Longitude Point Latitude Longitude
to 120. to 69.                   
69. 40E07.9' N. 68E36.0' W. 120. 40E06.4' N. 68E35.8' W.
70.  40E07.2' N. 68E38.4' W. 121. 40E05.25' N. 68E39.3' W.
71. 40E06.9' N. 68E46.5' W. 122. 40E05.4' N. 68E44.5' W.
72. 40E08.7' N. 68E49.6' W. 123. 40E06.0' N. 68E46.5' W.
73. 40E08.1' N. 68E51.0' W. 124. 40E07.4' N.    68E49.6' W.
74. 40E05.7' N. 68E52.4' W. 125. 40E05.55' N. 68E49.8' W.
75. 40E03.6' N. 68E57.2' W. 126. 40E03.9' N. 68E51.7' W.
76. 40E03.65' N. 69E00.0' W. 127. 40E02.25' N. 68E55.4' W.
77. 40E04.35' N. 69E00.5' W. 128. 40E02.6' N. 69E00.0' W.
78. 40E05.2' N. 69E00.5' W 129. 40E02.75' N. 69E00.75' W.
79. 40E05.3' N. 69E01.1' W. 130. 40E04.2' N. 69E01.75' W.
80. 40E08.9' N. 69E01.75' W. 131. 40E06.15' N. 69E01.95' W.
81. 40E11.0' N. 69E03.8' W. 132. 40E07.25' N. 69E02.0' W.
82. 40E11.6' N. 69E05.4' W. 133. 40E08.5' N. 69E02.25' W.
83. 40E10.25' N. 69E04.4' W. 134. 40E09.2' N. 69E02.95' W.
84. 40E09.75' N. 69E04.15' W. 135. 40E09.75' N. 69E03.3' W.
85. 40E08.45' N. 69E03.6' W. 136. 40E09.55' N. 69E03.85' W.
86. 40E05.65' N. 69E03.55' W. 137. 40E08.4' N. 69E03.4' W.
87. 40E04.1' N. 69E03.9' W. 138. 40E07.2' N. 69E03.3' W.
88. 40E02.65' N. 69E05.6' W. 139. 40E06.0' N. 69E03.1' W.
89. 40E02.00' N. 69E08.35' W. 140. 40E05.4' N. 69E03.05' W.
90. 40E02.65' N. 69E11.15' W. 141. 40E04.8' N. 69E03.05' W.
91. 40E00.05' N. 69E14.6' W. 142. 40E03.55' N. 69E03.55' W.
92. 39E57.8' N. 69E20.35' W. 143. 40E01.9' N. 69E03.95' W.
93. 39E56.65' N. 69E24.4' W. 144. 40E01.0' N. 69E04.4' W.
94. 39E56.1' N. 69E26.35' W. 146. 39E59.9' N. 69E06.25' W.
95. 39E56.55' N. 69E34.1' W. 147. 40E00.6' N. 69E10.05' W.
96. 39E57.85' N. 69E35.5' W. 148. 39E59.25' N. 69E11.15' W.
97. 40E00.65' N. 69E36.5' W. 149. 39E57.45' N. 69E16.05' W.
98. 40E00.9' N. 69E37.3' W. 150. 39E56.1' N. 69E20.1' W.
99. 39E59.15' N. 69E37.3' W. 151. 39E54.6' N. 69E25.65' W.
100. 39E58.8' N. 69E38.45' W. 152. 39E54.65' N. 69E26.9' W.
102. 39E56.2' N. 69E40.2' W. 153. 39E54.8' N. 69E30.95' W.
103. 39E55.75' N. 69E41.4' W. 154. 39E54.35' N. 69E33.4' W.
104. 39E56.7' N. 69E53.6' W. 155. 39E55.0' N. 69E34.9' W.
105. 39E57.55' N. 69E54.05' W. 156. 39E56.55' N. 69E36.0' W.
106. 39E57.4' N. 69E55.9' W. 157. 39E57.95' N. 69E36.45' W.
107. 39E56.9' N. 69E57.45' W. 158. 39E58.75' N. 69E36.3' W.
108. 39E58.25' N. 70E03.0' W. 159. 39E58.8' N. 69E36.95' W.
110. 39E59.2' N. 70E04.9' W. 160. 39E57.95' N. 69E38.1' W.
111. 40E00.7' N. 70E08.7' W. 161. 39E54.5' N. 69E38.25' W.
112. 40E03.75' N. 70E10.15' W. 162. 39E53.6' N. 69E46.5' W.
115. 40E05.2' N. 70E10.9' W. 163. 39E54.7' N. 69E50.0' W.
116. 40E02.45' N. 70E14.1' W. 164. 39E55.25' N. 69E51.4' W.
119. 40E02.75' N. 70E16.1' W. 165. 39E55.2' N. 69E53.1' W.
to 181. 166. 39E54.85' N. 69E53.9' W.

167. 39E55.7' N. 69E54.9' W.
168. 39E56.15' N. 69E55.35' W.
169. 39E56.05' N. 69E56.25' W.
170. 39E55.3' N. 69E57.1' W.
171. 39E54.8' N. 69E58.6' W.
172. 39E56.05' N. 70E00.65' W.
173. 39E55.3' N. 70E02.95' W.
174. 39E56.9' N. 70E11.3' W.
175. 39E58.9' N. 70E11.5' W.
176. 39E59.6' N. 70E11.1' W.
177. 40E01.35' N. 70E11.2' W.
178. 40E02.6' N. 70E12.0' W.
179. 40E00.4' N. 70E12.3' W.
180. 39E59.75' N. 70E13.05' W.
181. 39E59.3' N. 70E14.0' W.
to 119.
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< Restricted Gear Area II - This area is defined is defined by straight lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

INSHORE BOUNDARY OFFSHORE BOUNDARY

Point Latitude Longitude Point Latitude Longitude
to 1. to 49.                   

49. 40E02.75' N. 70E16.1' W. 1. 39E59.3' N. 70E14.0' W.
50. 40E00.7' N. 70E18.6' W. 2. 39E58.85' N. 70E15.2' W.
51. 39E59.8' N. 70E21.75' W. 3. 39E59.3' N. 70E18.4' W.
52. 39E59.75' N. 70E25.5' W. 4. 39E58.1' N. 70E19.4' W.
53. 40E03.85' N. 70E28.75' W. 5. 39E57.0' N. 70E19.85' W.
54. 40E00.55' N. 70E32.1' W. 6. 39E57.55' N. 70E21.25' W.
55. 39E59.15' N. 70E34.45' W. 7. 39E57.5' N. 70E22.8' W.
56. 39E58.9' N. 70E38.65' W. 8. 39E57.1' N. 70E25.4' W.
57. 40E00.1' N. 70E45.1' W. 9. 39E57.65' N. 70E27.05' W.
58. 40E00.5' N. 70E57.6' W. 10. 39E58.58' N. 70E27.7' W.
59. 40E02.0' N. 71E01.3' W. 11. 40E00.65' N. 70E28.8' W.
60. 39E59.3' N. 71E18.4' W. 12. 40E02.2' N. 70E29.15' W.
61. 40E00.7' N. 71E19.8' W. 13. 40E01.0' N. 70E30.2' W.
62. 39E57.5' N. 71E20.6' W. 14. 39E58.58' N. 70E31.85' W.
63. 39E53.1' N. 71E36.1' W. 15. 39E57.05' N. 70E34.35' W.
64. 39E52.6' N. 71E40.35' W. 16. 39E56.42' N. 70E36.8' W.
65. 39E53.1' N. 71E42.7' W. 21. 39E58.15' N. 70E48.0' W.
66. 39E46.95' N. 71E49.0' W. 24. 39E58.3' N. 70E51.1' W.
67. 39E41.15' N. 71E57.1' W. 25. 39E58.1' N. 70E52.25' W.
68. 39E35.45' N. 72E02.0' W. 26. 39E58.05' N. 70E53.55' W.
69. 39E32.65' N. 72E06.1' W. 27. 39E58.4' N. 70E59.6' W.
70. 39E29.75' N. 72E09.8' W. 28. 39E59.8' N. 71E01.05' W.
to 48. 29. 39E58.2' N. 71E05.85' W.

30. 39E57.45' N. 71E12.15' W.
31. 39E57.2' N. 71E15.0' W.
32. 39E56.3' N. 71E18.95' W.
33. 39E51.4' N. 71E36.1' W.
34. 39E51.75' N. 71E41.5' W.
35. 39E50.05' N. 71E42.5' W.
36. 39E50.0' N. 71E45.0' W.
37. 39E48.95' N. 71E46.05' W.
38. 39E46.6' N. 71E46.1' W.
39. 39E43.5' N. 71E49.4' W.
40. 39E41.3' N. 71E55.0' W.
41. 39E39.0' N. 71E55.6' W.
42. 39E36.72' N. 71E58.25' W.
43. 39E35.15' N. 71E58.55' W.
44. 39E34.5' N. 72E00.75' W.
45. 39E32.2' N. 72E02.25' W.
46. 39E32.15' N. 72E04.1' W.
47. 39E28.5' N. 72E06.5' W.
48. 39E29.0' N. 72E09.25' W.
to 70.
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< Restricted Gear Area III - This area is defined is defined by straight lines connecting the following points in
the order stated:

INSHORE BOUNDARY OFFSHORE BOUNDARY

Point Latitude Longitude Point Latitude Longitude

to 49. to 182.                  

182. 40E05.6' N. 70E17.7' W. 49. 40E02.75' N. 70E16.1' W.
183. 40E06.5' N. 70E40.05' W. 50. 40E00.7' N. 70E18.6' W.
184. 40E11.05' N. 70E45.8' W. 51. 39E59.8' N. 70E21.75' W.
185. 40E12.75' N. 70E55.05' W. 52. 39E59.75' N. 70E25.5' W.
186. 40E10.7' N. 71E10.25' W. 53. 40E03.85' N. 70E28.75' W.
187. 39E57.9' N. 71E28.7' W. 54. 40E00.55' N. 70E32.1' W.
188. 39E55.6' N. 71E41.2' W. 55. 39E59.15' N. 70E34.45' W.
189. 39E55.85' N. 71E45.0' W. 56. 39E58.9' N. 70E38.65' W.
190. 39E53.75' N. 71E52.25' W. 57. 40E00.1' N. 70E45.1' W.
191. 39E47.2' N. 72E01.6' W. 58. 40E00.5' N. 70E57.6' W.
192. 39E33.65' N. 72E15.0' W. 59. 40E02.0' N. 71E01.3' W.

60. 39E59.3' N. 71E18.4' W.
to 70 61. 40E00.7' N. 71E19.8' W.

62. 39E57.5' N. 71E20.6' W.
63. 39E53.1' N. 71E36.1' W.
64. 39E52.6' N. 71E40.35' W.
65. 39E53.1' N. 71E42.7' W.
66. 39E46.95' N. 71E49.0' W.
67. 39E41.15' N. 71E57.1' W.
68. 39E35.45' N. 72E02.0' W.
69. 39E32.65' N. 72E06.1' W.
70. 39E29.75' N. 72E09.8' W.

to 192.
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< Restricted Gear Area IV - This area is defined by straight lines connecting the following points in the order stated:

INSHORE BOUNDARY OFFSHORE BOUNDARY
Point Latitude Longitude Point Latitude    Longitude      
193.  40E13.60' N. 68E40.60' W. to 193
194. 40E11.60' N. 68E53.00' W. 69.   40E07.90' N. 68E36.00' W.
195.  40E14.00' N. 69E04.70' W. 70.   40E07.20' N. 68E38.40' W.
196.  40E14.30' N. 69E05.80' W. 71.   40E06.90' N. 68E46.50' W.
197.  40E05.50' N. 69E09.00' W. 72.   40E08.70' N. 68E49.60' W.
198.  39E57.30' N. 69E25.10' W. 73.   40E08.10' N. 68E51.00' W.
199.  40E00.40' N. 69E35.20' W. 74.   40E05.70' N. 68E52.40' W.
200.  40E01.70' N. 69E35.40' W. 75.   40E03.60' N. 68E57.20' W.
201.  40E01.70' N. 69E37.40' W. 76.   40E03.65' N. 69E00.00' W.
202.  40E00.50' N. 69E38.80' W. 77.   40E04.35' N. 69E00.50' W.
203.  40E01.30' N. 69E45.00' W. 78.   40E05.20' N. 69E00.50' W.
204.  40E02.10' N. 69E45.00' W. 79.   40E05.30' N. 69E01.10' W.
205.  40E07.60' N. 70E04.50' W. 80.   40E08.90' N. 69E01.75' W.
206.  40E07.80' N. 70E09.20' W. 81.   40E11.00' N. 69E03.80' W.
to 119 82.   40E11.60' N. 69E05.40' W.

83.   40E10.25' N. 69E04.40' W.
84.   40E09.75' N. 69E04.15' W.
85.   40E08.45' N. 69E03.60' W.
86.   40E05.65' N. 69E03.55' W.
87.   40E04.10' N. 69E03.90' W.
88.   40E02.65' N. 69E05.60' W.
89.   40E02.00' N. 69E08.35' W.
90.   40E02.65' N. 69E11.15' W.
91.   40E00.05' N. 69E14.60' W.
92.   39E57.80' N. 69E20.35' W.
93.   39.56.75' N. 69E24.40' W.
94.   39E56.50' N. 69E26.35' W.
95.   39.56.80' N. 69E34.10' W.
96.   39E57.85' N. 69E35.05' W.
97.   40E00.65' N. 69E36.50' W.
98.   40E00.90' N. 69E37.30' W.
99.   39E59.15' N. 69E37.30' W.
100. 39E58.80' N. 69E38.45' W.
102.  39E56.20' N. 69E40.20' W.
103.  39E55.75' N. 69E41.40' W.
104.  39E56.70' N. 69E53.60' W.
105.  39E57.55' N. 69E54.05' W.
106.  39E57.40' N. 69E55.90' W.
107.  39E56.90' N. 69E57.45' W.
108.  39E58.25' N. 70E03.00' W.
110.  39E59.20' N. 70E04.90' W.
111.  40E00.70' N. 70E08.70' W.
112.  40E03.75' N. 70E10.15' W.
115.  40E05.20' N. 70E10.90' W.
116.  40E02.45' N. 70E14.1' W.                         
119.  40E02.75' N. 70E16.1' W.
to 206
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Scup Gear Restricted Areas (GRA)
All trawl vessels that fish for or possess non-exempt species (black sea bass, Loligo squid, and silver
hake) within the areas and time periods defined below, must fish with nets that have a minimum
diamond mesh size of 4.5 inches, applied throughout the codend for at least 75 continuous meshes
forward of the terminus of the net.  For codends with fewer than 75 meshes, the minimum mesh size
codend must be a minimum of one-third of the net, measured from the terminus of the codend to the
headrope, excluding any turtle excluder device extension.  Trawl gear vessels with mesh smaller than
4.5 inches may transit or fish in the areas provided that all trawl gear smaller than 4.5 inches is on
board the vessel and stowed as specified below.  Please note that the Atlantic mackerel and Atlantic
herring small-mesh fisheries are exempt from the GRA requirements.

<< Northern Gear Restricted Area - November 1 through December 31:

Point                 N. Latitude                W. Longitude
NGA 1 41E 00" 71E 00"
NGA 2 41E 00" 71E 30"
NGA 3 40E 00" 72E 40"
NGA 4 40E 00" 72E 05"
NGA 1 41E 00" 71E 00"

<< Southern Gear Restricted Area - January 1 through March 15:

Point                 N. Latitude                W. Longitude
SGA 1 39E 20" 72E 50"
SGA 2 39E 20" 72E 25"
SGA 3 38E 00" 73E 55"
SGA 4 37E 00" 74E 40"
SGA 5 36E 30" 74E 40"
SGA 6 36E 30" 75E 00"
SGA 7 37E 00" 75E 00"
SGA 8 38E 00" 74E 20"
SGA 1 39E 20" 72E 50"

Trawl Gear Stowage Requirements:
C A net stowed below deck provided: it is located below the main working deck from which the net is deployed and

retrieved; the towing wires, including the leg wires, are detached from the net; and it is fan-folded (flaked) and
bound around its circumference.

 or
C A net stowed and lashed down on deck, provided: it is fan-folded (flaked) and bound around its circumference; it

is securely fastened to the deck or rail of the vessel; and the towing wires, including the leg wires, are detached
from the net.
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This is a simplified summary of the measures in effect under the Northeast Multispecies, Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fishery Management
Plans.  This summary has no legal standing.  You  should request a copy of the official rules as published in the Federal Register.


