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Appendix D11: The Vaquita and the Upper Gulf of California



Conservation: Vaquita and the upper Gulf of California

The vaquita is the most critically endangered cetacean in
the world ....

.... will the species become the second cetacean
to go extinct “under our watch”?
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Vaguitas were killed in-a variety of artisanal

gill net fisheries

By-catches occurred throughout the upper

Gulf of California

About 78/year estimated killed

Pollutants (no threat ...clean blubber)
Inbreeding depression (no threat (yet)...many
calves, naturally rare)
Lack of Colorado River flow (no threat now)

¢ Dead vaquita fat

* Many calves

e Many fewer vaquita than normal levels
Bycatch (accidental death in fishing nets)

e Estimated 78/year...is that too many?

Biosphere Reserve Boundary
Area de la Refugio de Vaquita




1997 abundance = 567 vaquitas 2008 abundance = 245 vaquitas
95% C.I. 177 — 1073 95% C.l. 68-884

El Golfo de

(Jaramillo et al., 1999) Santa Clara (Gerrodette et al., 2011)

The 2008 estimate was 57%
lower than the 1997 estimate

However, a net ban is likely to have a significant socioeconomic impact
on the local fishing communities.

Funds will be needed to:
-- compensate fishermen for the economic loss
-- support the transition to alternative livelihoods
-- enforce the removal of fishing nets
-- find alternative fishing methods
-- engage markets

into vaquita efforts
(buyout + enforcement)
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