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Strandings of Short-finned squid on Cape Cod, Massachusetts

Short-finned squid (lllex illecebrosus) began stranding on beaches in the

Cape Cod, Massachusetts area in the early morning of June 11, 1979, following
~an extremely high (full moon) tide. Observations during the following week,
June 11 through 17, revealed thése beaching extended from East Sandwich to
Provincetown, in Cape Cod Bay. There was also an extensive beaching at‘Onset
Beach, in Buzzards Bay, on June 12. Samples from tWoaﬁeaching sites indicated
these squid averaged about 16.5 cm dorsal mantle length and weighed about 78.5
grams, each. Based on expansion of estimated numbers of squid on each day, an
estimated 25,000 squid beached during this one week period. Therefore, as much
as 2 metric tons of squid may have been involved in this beaching incident.

Though the exact cause of these strandings is not known, there is speculation
that it was related to feeding. Among the beached ‘squid, at several of the stranding

locations, were numerous young of the year pollock (Pollachius virens) and small

sand launce (Ammodytes spp), many of which had been Eitten, apparantly by the

squid. Infact, examination of stomach contents of 12 squid, from 2 beaching
sites, showed they contained gadid scales (probably pollock), sqﬁid tissue,
crustacean parts and various other fish remains. A group of squid was also
observed actively feeding on breeding mummichogs (Fundulus spp) at one beaching
site. Short-finned squid have been known to beach themselves while feeding on
capelin, in the Newfoundland area. These squid may also have been driven inshore
by predators. Striped bass and bluefish were reported in the Buzzards Bay and
:Cape Cod Bay areas, respectively, during the time of the beachings. Whatever
.brought them into these shallow areas, the unusually high and low tides of the

week may have contributed to their eventual strandings.



There was a similar stranding incident, in this area, primarily from

Brewster to Wellfleet, in November 1976, as reported by Lux, et al (1978).
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