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HADDOCK 

Total U.S. New England haddock landings in 1973 equalled 3750 
metric tons (M.T.), a decrease of 1480 M.T. from the 1972 total (Table 
1). Scrod landings were 1345 M.T., representing 36% of the 1973 total 
compared to only 13% in 1972. The increase in scrod landings was almost 
entirely a result of a doubling of the Georges Bank scrod landings in 
1973. Landings of large haddock, however, show a 50% decline in 1973 
from Georges Bank and from all of Subarea 5. 

U.S. Subarea 4 haddock landings in 1973 were 441 M.T., a total 
approximately equal to the 1972 figure. 

In 1973!i the Georges Bank commerci all andi ngs per standar'd day 
fished index declined for large haddock~ while the scrod index increased. 
The index for~11 haddock combined declined drastically between 1972 and 
1973 (Figure 1). 

The age composition of the Georges Bank haddock landings, expressed 
as the number of fish in each age group landed per standard day fished, 
is presented in Fi"gure 2. These data suggest the recruitment of a 
relatively strong 1971 year class in the 1973 catch. These two year old 
fish are apparently responsible for the increase ·in the scrod haddock 
catch as \Vell as the landings per day fished index. 

The 1973 autumn groundfish survey by ALBATROSS IV revealed a 
slight increase in the O-group abundance index on Georges Bank continu­
ing a trend evident from 1971 to 1973. The survey index for all haddock 
on Georges Bank also continued to increase in 1973 from a previous low 
in 1969. 

These data suggest that the proportion of younger haddock is' 
increasing in the Georges Bank fishery~ while older fish continue to 
be less abundant. 

COD 

Total U.S. cod 1and'ings "in the NeVI Eng"land f-lshel"Y,in J.973 equa.lled 
2 2 ~ 248 t'1. T. ~ a 1638 [vi. T. inc r' e as e 0 vet the ]. 9 7 2 tot a" (T a b '\ e 1). T Iri s 
"incrcase is attributa.ble a'lmost ent"iY'ely to a 1586 lft.T. increase "in 
fourth quarter Georges Bank landings, resulting in an annual in~rease of 
2787 M.T. from this area in 3. 



Annua 1 U. S. cod 1 and i ngs from all other I C!~AF areas decr'eased 
in 1973. 

The 1973 commercial catch per day fished index indicates an 
apparent rise in abundance of Georges Bank cod. Although a shift 
towards more directed fishing effort on cod may be partially respon­
sible for this apparent rise, the 1973 autumn g~oundfish survey also 
indicates a substantial rise in abundance of the Georges Bank cod stock. 

POLLOCK 

The fourth quarter and annual pollock catch by U.S. vessels 
increased slightly in 1973 (Table 1). Total pollock landings from 
NevI England in 1973 equalled 6252 f\1.T. 5 a 9.9% increase ovet the 1972 
total. The Gulf of Maine continued to be the area accounting for most 
of the U.S. pollock catch followed by Georges Bank and the Nova Scotian 
shelf. 

Since 1970, the commercial landings per day index has revealed 
an increase in the apparent abundance of Georges Bank pollock. The 
1973 annual index is 50% ~JY'eater' tha.n the 1972 va"lue (Table 1) < Hov!ever, 
ALBI[\"fROSS IV fal" groundfish surveys from 1963 to 1973 ind-lcate litt<le 
change in pollock relative abundance. 

REDFISH 

U.s. redfish landings in 1973 equalled 11,922 M.T. in ICNAF 
Subarea 5 and 12,928 M.T. in Subarea 4 (Table 2). The total U.S. New 
Eng'land land'ings of 24,850 ~1.T. 'in 1973 represent a 6.7% deer'ease from 
the 1972 total. 

Comrnerci all and-j rigs pel" day fi shed i ndi ces decl i ned bet\'.'een 1972 
and 1973 in three out of "the four stock regions frequented by U.S. 
fishermen. If: 1973~ on'ly the Georges Bank index increased. 

Research cruise catch/tow indices show a recent decline in 
rel cltive abu of ish in Di vi S"; ons 5Y and 5Z. Conlll:eY'ci a'i 
"I Cl n dill ~l s per day f ish e din die e s rev 2 a 1 a S 'i nri 1 art r en cl for a 11 of 
Subarea 5. 
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SILVER HAKE 

Total U.S. silver hake landings in 1973 equalled 20,142 M.T., 
an increase of 8,142 M,T. over the 1972 total. New England landings 
accounted for 16,326 M.T., a 7798 M.T. increase over 1972 (Table 2). 
The major portion of this increase is attributed to large catches in 
the Gulf of Maine and on Georges Bank. Silver hake landings from the 
southern New England and middle Atlantic areas also exhibited slight 
increases in 1973. 

The 1973 autumn groundfish survey shows increasing abundance of 
.,silver hakE~ 'in the Gulf of t\1aine and re"atively stab"le conditions on 
Georges Bank and in the southern New England area. 

Relative abundance of the 1971 year class was high, while that 
of the 1972 and 1973 year classes \I/(1S also 90od. Stock sizes should 
increase -1 n the nea r future as a res ul t of thes e good year classes. 

RED HAKE 

U.S. red hake landings in 1973 equalled 3,956 M.T., an increase 
of 1428 i~.T. over the 1972 total. NevJ England 'iandings in 1973 VJere 
3286 M.T., a 1409 McT. increase over 1972 (Table 2). Over 72% of the 
red hake landed by U.S. vessels was taken from ICNAF Division 5Zw and 
almost all of these fish were landed for industrial purposes. Red hake 
accounted for 21% of the 5Zw industrial landings and 34% of the 6A 
industrial landings. 

In 1973, the 5Zw industrial landings of red hake accounted for 
80% of the overall increase. 

,< 

YELLOl!IT/UL FLOUNDER 

The tota.l U.s. New England yellO\vta'il catch in 1973 equalled 
28,159 M.T., a decrease of 3765 M.T. from the 1972 total (Table 3). 
In the mel area It!est of 69° \~ longitude~ the total U.S. catch 
was 9596 M.T., while in the area east of 69° W the yellowtail catch 
equalled 16,471 M.T. e figures represent a 19.1% de~rease and 
a 7.5% increase res vely. 

The U.s. 
in 1973 equc:d"1 

Enq"le) ye 1'1 O','/ta. ilea tch fY'om Stat -j S"U ta 1 Area 6 
1',1. T. ~ a dec rea s e () f 2658 tIL T . 



Yellov!tai1 abundance indices froro the 1973 fall groundfish sut"vey 
are the lov~est ever' recorded since 1963 "in the southern new England area 
and in Statistical Area 6. The pre-recruit index for southetn New 
England has been steadily declining since 1966. Current assessments 
indicate that yellowtail stock abundance in the southern New England 
area and in Statistical Area 6 is less than 1/3 of the 1968 level. 

In the management area E. of 69°, the decline since 1963 has been 
less severe. Research cruise abund~nce indices ~s well as the commercial 
catch per standard day fished have remained relatively constant since 
1970. 

OTHER FLOUNDERS 

In 1973, the; U.S. NevI England catch of other' flounders equalled 
13,3~-3 t'1.T. ~ a 37,2% increase over the 1972 tota"l (Table 3). The greatest 
increase occurred in the southern New England food fishery where landings 
increased from 1093 M.T. in 1972 to 2383 M.T. in 1973. Lesser increases 
were also evident in the Gulf of Maine, on Georges Bank, and in the 
middle Atlantic area. 

Except for' the Gul f of 1\1ai ne ai'ea 5 fourth qua:rter 1 and'j ngs of 
other flounders were less in 1973 than in 1972. 

SEA HERRING 

u.s. sea herring landings from Subarea 5 in 1973 equalled 25,707 
M.T., a 14,769 M,T. decrease from 1972 (Table 4). New England landings 
from Statistical Area 6 were 287 M.T., an increase of 186 M.T. over 1972. 

The U.s. herring fishery is concentrated in the 5Y stock region. 
In 1973~ the 5Y herring landings equalled 21,601 M.T., a decrease of 
16~610 IIt.T. as compared- to the 1972 tota'i. The major- cause of this 
decline 5 and the: result-ing decline 'in total U.S. sea herring landings~ 
vIas a deer-ease of 13,497 I\LT, 'i n the a.dul t 5Y "n shety. The 1973 5Y 
j u v C l1"i 'I e f ish e r-y ace 0 un ted f 01" 16 ~ 400 1\'1. T 0 ~ a dec rca s e 0 f 3 s 113 ~L T . 
fr'om 1972. 

U.S. vessels fishing in the 52-6 stock region landed 4393 M,T. 
of seC) rri n~J ~ a 2027 [1"1, T c -r ncteas(~ 0\'01" the 1912 -p.; gure, The 
d -i a 1 rn 0 S t C Y c1.!1 -j ncr-e (-t, S C~ i nth e 5 Z \11 f 00 cI 

-I andi 
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Sea herring abundance in the Northwest Atlantic, as indicated 
by spring and autumn research cruises, has declined in recent years. 
Spri n9 i nd ices from the souther'n NevJ Engl a nd and mi dd 1 e I\t 1 ant i c a teas 
increased slightly in 1973. The Georges Bank index, based on autumn 
cruises) shows a decrease in abundance. 

MACKEREL 

The total mackerel catch by all countries in the Northwest 
Atlantic (I Subarea 5 and Statistical Area 6) has risen drastically 

. ' i n r e c en t y CD, r's f to tTl ~ ~ 538 til. T. i n 1965 to 381 s 166 1'.1. T. i n 197 3 . 0 U '(' -j n 9 
this period, the Subarea 5 catch increased from 3 s 954 N.T. to a peak of 
315~271 M.T. The catch from Statistical Area 6 rose from 58~ M.T. in 
1965 to a peak value of 232,304 M.T. in 1971, but declined to 65,895 
I\li. T. i n 1973. 

U.S. mackerel landings have played an insignificant role in this 
increase. The 1973 U.S. catch equalled 621 M.T. in Subarea 5 and 715 
M.T. in Statistical Area 6. 

All of the U.S. Subarea 5 mackerel eatch was taken in the New 
Eng"la.nd fisher'y; !lov/evers. only 31 [,LT. v/er'e taken from Statist"ical 
{\rea 6 by !-{eVl England f'isher-rnen (Ta.b'le 4). 

Gul f of flja i ne ma,cker'e'J ~1 andi ngs -j n 1973 were 338 11. T. s a 
decrease of 557 tVl.T., v/hile southetn I\!e\,.[ England landingsr'ose from 
81 M.T. in 1972 to 232 M.T. in 1973. 

Mackerel abundance in the Northwest Atlantic has declined 
steadily since 1968 aceo in9 to U.S. spring survey indices, U.S. 
commercial indices~ and d-istant vwter' fleet -indices. 

SEA SCALLOPS 

u.s. sea scallop landings in 1973 equalled 14,900.M.T., a 10.5% 
decrease from the: 1972 tota'l (Table E3), In bcU"ea 5 ho\,!ever, U,S, 
vessels accoun for 12)828 r'LT., a 14. incyease over the 1972 value. 

The increClse 'in 
to a se 2,1~6 M.T 

a '1 nc of on'[y 

scallop fi in 
U • S, v c S :~ C '1 s . U • S • 

5 'I a. nd 'j nos i S 0. t bud 
,; , 

i ch vws po. \",[:-j (l'!'!Y offset 
5Y. 

III l1n s t 
Iii, T < 
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The comnercial landings per day fished index for Georges Bank 
sea scallops increased s'lightly in 1973. Both landings and landings 
per day fished have exh-ibited only slight fluctuations since 1965. 

SQUIDS 

The fi s hery for squ'i d 0_0 li9_~ peal ei and 111 ex ill ecebrosus ) 
in ICNAF Subarea 5 and Statistical Area 6 has undergone a rapid 
expansion in recent years. Total landings by all countries increased 
from 2,662 tiLT. in 19G7 to 56~637 liLT. in 1973 in the combined ill'ea 
5-6 )"eg'[ on t The to 'I catch has been about equa 11y d-j vi ded betv/een 

'. are as 5 a. n d 6, b II t V!l t lri n Sub 2t rea 5 ~ the m (J. j 0 r po r t ion 0 f the s q U 'j d 
ca tell -j s to. ken frotl] D-l vi sian 5Z. A~I though both s peci es are evi dent 
'in the cc. es~ the dominant species is ,L r:e~Je-i. Pr-ior to 1973, 
however', th0~ t\'/o species v,!ere not reported separately. 

DlH"j ng thi s peti od of over-a 11 Gxpans ion, the U. S. squi d ca teh 
has remained relatively constants fluctuating between 15829 and 1,061 
r\1. T . T h (: 197 3 U. S. s qui d cat c h ( bot h s pee i esc 0 m bin e d) e qua 1"\ e d 
1,070 M.T., a % increase over 1972 (Table 5). Subarea 5 landings 
accounted for 904 M.T. while those from Statistical Area 6 equalled 
166 I\LT. 

,1NDUSTH FISHERY 

In 1973, U.S, landings for industrial purposes from ICNAF Subarea 
5 vJ(:r(~ !Tiore than doub'le those 'in 1972 5 Y'evers"ing a trend V!h'ich Vias 
eV'j dent from 1967 to 1972 (Tab'l e 6). Of the 12,407 1"1. T. 1 anded from 
Subarea 5~ 11 s 854 M.T. were taken from Division 5Zw, 130 M,T. from 
D"lvision 5Ze, and 423 1/1.T. from n-iv'ision 5Y. Landings from Statistical 
Area 6 equalled I, 2 M.T., a 34% increase over the 1972 total. 

I tI the 5 Z \'J f -i s h ~ the pte do min ant s pee i e sin t h !2 cat c h v / a. s 
ocean pout (26. ) forl by ha (2CLB%)~ sculp'ins (17.6%) Clnd 
s kat e s (0 < 7 ~O . T Ii c r' 2 'j at -i ve ran kin 9 0 f s pee i e sin the S f\ 6 f -j she r-y 
showed ted hake dCillrl !Iot'[ ng the c h ( < 8~n fo 11 otl/ed by ocean pout 
( 18 . 2 %) 57 S C u 1 pin s ( . b % ) 2. n d s -j .] vet h 0. k e (6. 5 5n . 

It Cl ears t. ;. \,fl til the eas(:>d aVo'l'j abi'l·t of thc: rnoY'e 
t r c\ d "j t -j 0 n il 1 'j os , 'I S t) 0 ~I 511'j to 'I ess uti "I i zed species 
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Table 2. United States Redfis~ Silver Hake, and Red Hake Statistics 
(metric tons) live \yt.) fot the 4th quarter, 1973 . 

. __ L_a J_l cI_"i _n ~J.~_D--,"a"y,--· _~A_rll_l u_a_' _L a n d'; n 9_~ 

Redfi s h 
-GUTTof St. La\·/.(4 R.S.T.) 

Nova Scotian Shelf (4 VWX) 
Gulf of Maine (5Y) 
Georges Bank (5Ze) 

Si 1 Vel" Ho:ke 
~-G·uTf-o~f-t·1a i n e (5 Y ) 

Georges Bank (5Ze) 
So. New England (5Zw) 

Industtial Est. 
Food 

tlii d··-At" ant-} c 
IncJustri 0.1 Est. 
Food 

Red Hake 
·----GLi'~r:r- 1'1 a';. \ 1 e (5 Y ) 

Georges Bank (5 ) 
So. New England (5 

Indus tY"i a 1 Es L 
Food 

11)-1 ([·--At'l an t-j c 
Industrial Est. 
Food 

1973 1972 ----
176 

2,595 
852 
366 

3:>217 
324 
380 

91 
289 
144 

33 
111 

160 
26 

1,075 
1,033 

42 
330 
321 

9 

280 
2,176 

993 
459 

2,540 
301 
171 

LlA 
127 

22 
4 

18 

223 
~l 

465 
389 

76 
38 
37 

1 

1973 1972 
--~----

9. ~) 
11.1 
4.5 
4.4 

10.8 
12.0 
5.2 
2.2 

1973 --
1,638 

11,290 
7,008 
4~914 

8~345 
5~699 
"1,918 

795 
1,1 

364 
92 

272 

16~326 

286 
77 

2~386 
2>226 

1GO 
537 
518 

19 

1972 

1~112 ' 
12,382 
7,156 
5,978 

28 

5~563 
1 5 009 
1~615 

1 , 
II? 

341 
48 

293 

330 
159 

1, 
1~064 

202 
72 
59 
13 



Table 3. United States Flounder Statistics (metric tons, live wt.) 
for the 4th quarter, 1973. 

Yel-'ovitai', Catch 
East of 69° 

Food Landings 
O-iscard Est. 

TOTAL 

~1est of 690 

So. Ne\'! Eng 1 and 
Food Land-j ngs 
Disc('{r-d Est. 
Iridustr"ial Est. 

TOTAL 

Cape Cod Grounds 
Food La.nd-j ngs 
O-iscan:l Est. 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

Mid-Atl ic Area 
Food Land-i ngs 
Dis Est. 
Industrial Est. 

Georges Bank 

So. NeVi <[and 
Food 
Tn a1 

Food 

re.calcu'] 

3,330 3,712 
200 422 

2~574 3,O2!) 
8 642 

196 67 

2<;778 3,734 

478 351 
39 

517 351 

3~295 4~08b 

13 634 

618 526 

1~649 1,784 

'1 4'15 
28:1 431 
6/) L 44 

70 91 

annlJa"1 eli 

1973 1972 

2.4- 2.3 

2.0 2.9 

1.8 1.8 

3.2 6.4 

1973 

15 s 899 
572 

16,471 

7 s149~1 
92 

343 

1,662 
. ')9 1 

~) 

2 ~ 1111 
244-
48 

2,969 

1972 

14,157 
1,159 

15,316 

8~226 
1~941 

327 

10,494 

1,364 

1,364 

5,061 

3,197 1,321 
2~383 1~093 

814 22f3 

57B 
f)~: ]. 

416 
376 



Table 4. United States Sea Herring and l'lC1cker'c::l Stat·istics (metric 
tons, live wt.) for the 4th quarter, 1973. 

Spc~c.i esl !\rea 
-~----"-........... ---~~. --.--.-

Sea Herring 
------G"Uff-"of 1"10'; ne (!3Y) 

f~(h(1 t Fi s hf~ 
Juvenile Fis ry 

Georges nk (5Ze) 

So. New England (5Zw) 
Food 
Industricll t. 

Mid-Atlantic (SAG) 
Food 
I tr"i 1 t. 

of 1'10. i ne (5.y) 

Geo s Bank (SZc) 

So. NevI Eng1 ( 5 ZVJ) 

d,-Atl an c (SP,6 ) 

L.andings 

1973 1972 
-----~-------------

5~697 4,469 
889 L,674 

"4,808 2)794· 

1 

19 
<1 
19 

1 
<1 

1 

53 

<1 

--
1 

243 
235 

8 

17 
14 

3 

65 

<1 

3 

1 

Annual LandinCls ._----"".-

21,601 38,211 
5,2[Jl 18~698 

16,400 19,513 

162 1 r) 
(. 

3,944 25253 
3,885 2,212 

59 41 

287 101 
285 8e -0 

2 If5 

388 945 

1 6 

232 81 

31 17 



Tabl e 5. Urd ted States Sca Scallop and Squi d Sta.t; sti cs (metr; c 
tons 1 i ve \1ft.) foY' 4th qUcll"-cer, 1973. 

1973 1972 1973 1972 
-......-~~,.........,----.-~~-...........- -~-~,--

1,140 1)827 .7 

G B l ( r.; 'Zn) eor-ges a.n.( '-' c 2 s 477 2)819 .6 .5 

Mid-Atla ic (SAG) 265 306 ') . ..) .3 

C;Olj"' (I ::::_j_:_L_~ 
(5Y) Gulf of f/la"l ne 24 14 

Georges Bank (5Ze) 12 3 

So. New England (5 151 59 
Food 14-9 57 
Indus 2 

JO_) 

{. 

I~'i d- f~t 1 an c (Sr~6 ) 84 18 
Food 52 16 
1 ndus tr"; (1.1 32 2 

1973 1972 

6~848 

57 48 

21 10 

826 4·26 
799 Il 'j r) 

1-1":; 

27 13 

166 67 
134· 65 

32 2 



Table 6. Estirndted Percent Species Composition and Lculciings (metric 
tons, live vrt.) for- the U.S. Industtial Fishery, 4th quurter" 
1973. 

Southern Nev,' Etl9J a.nd 
-~-~-Oce a ii-Pout; --

Red Hake 
Scu'! pi n 
Skates 
Ye 11 oVJtai <, 

Other' Flounders 
S -i 1 ve r' H a k e 
athe r S pc 0.5 

Toto. 1 Land'j 

1\1 i d d 1 e /\ t 1 cT! ~ci c 
~""-.... ,,,..,.-..... ~~~--.,.....~~-----~~.~ 

Ocea.n Pout 
Red Hake 
Sculp-ln 
Skates 
Yc 11 o\,/tirl <) 

Other F"lounders 
s·; « vel" Hake 
Scup 
Bu.ttcrf'ish 
Squ'j d 
Other' Speci es 

Tota.l Land-r 

J.:/ Insuff'l rth 

5.1 
40.4 

Ll f) , . {. 

16.5 
6.9 

10.6 
4,6 

11.7 

2,228 963 

5,7 
42.0 
1.4 

16.1 
0.0 

12.5 
4-.5 
5. !3 
') 7 
"') <# I 

2.3 
O~3 

565 88 

24 

62 38 

'I '~ 
.L ~) t 

26.2 35.3 
20.8 17.9 
17.6 11.8 
9.7 13.0 
3.2 6.0 
7.2 5.3 
? . (~ 2.1 
7.9 8.6 

11~854 5,602 

18.2 4-006.-
33.8 ') ... ) 
16.5 9.2 
5,3 7.8 
3.1 5.2 
3.8 4,3 
6,5 4.4 
5.3 1.7 
3.4 0.3 
2,1 
2.0 2.4 

1,542 1 5 

130 79 

423 265 


