STOCK CATALOGUE
OF THE
NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES

THIRD QUARTER, 1972

H. Stern Jr. and F. A. Dreyer

National Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Fisheries Center

Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543
Ref. No.  73-1



HADDOCK

Accumulative landings of haddock for three quarters of 1972 were
4,563 metric tons, about 45 percent less than for the same
period in 1971 (Table 1). Total 1972 third quarter landings
were 1,409 metric tons, a 35 percent decrease when compared with
1971. For Georges Bank, third quarter landings were 989 metric
tons, 44 percent below 1971 landings for that period.

Landings by all countries for the management areas (SA5, Div, 4X
and 4W) are given in Table 2. Ninety percent of the SA5 quota
of 6,000 metric tons had been obtained at the end of the third

quarter while 91 percent of the 4X quota (9,000 metric tons)
had been taken.

Commercial relative abundance indices for Georges Bank have
remained extremely low since 1970 after the decline beginning
in 1966 due to heavy fishing and poor year classes (Figure 1), -



Table 1, Haddock Third Quarter statistics,
1972-1971 (metric tons, live weight).

Area/ Third quarter Accumulative
Market landings landings
Georges Bank
Scrod 91 389 398 869
Large 899 1,383 2,898 5,239
Total 989 1,772 3,296 6,138
Browns Bank
Serod 100 17 189 233
Large 66 23 192 355
Total 166 40 381 588
Gulf of Maine
Serod 3 ‘4 12 31
Large 206 280 755 918
Total 209 284 767 949
Béy of Fundy
Scrod 5 6 5 6
Large 39 53 39 53
Total 44 59 \44 59
Eastern Nova Scotia
Scrod ‘ - - 31 257
Large - ~ 42 240
Total - - 73 497
Iotal
Scrod 199 416 634 1,427
Large 1,210 1,739 3,926 6,804
Total 1,409 2,155 4,560 8,231




Table 2. Haddock landings from management areas,
1972=-1971 (metric tons, live weight).

Reported Percent
landings of quota
Area/Period 1972 1971 1972 1971
SA 5
. Quota (6,000) (12,000)
3rd Qtr. U. S. 1,235 1,963 20.6 16.3
Other countries 294 418 4.9 3.5
Total 1,529 2,381 25.5 19.8
Accumulative U. S. 4,120 6,927  68.8 57.7
Other countries 1,294 791 21.6 : 6.5
Total 5,423 7,718 90.4 64.3
DIV 4X
- Quota (9,000) (18,000)
3rd Qtr. U. S. ) ‘210 115 2.3 0.6
Other countries 3,463 1,831 38.5 10.2
Total 3,673 1,946 40.8 10.8
Accumulative U, S, 404 1,141 4.5 6.3
Other countries 7,783 10,597 86.5 58.9
Total 8,187 11,738 91.0 65.2
DIV 4W
- Quota {4,000) {(no quota)
3rd Qtr. U. S. - -
Other countries 367 9.2
Total 367 9.2
Accumulative U, S, 67 1.7
Other countries 2,673 66.8

Total 2,740 68.5




LANDINGS PER STANDARD DAYS FISHED (MT)

Figure 1. HADDOCK RELATIVE ABUNDANCE
GEORGES BANK
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YELLOWTAIL

Yellowtail landings for food for nine months of 1972 amounted
to 21,086 metric tons, about 3,000 metric tons above the same
period in 1971 (Table 3). Third quarter landings were 8,110
metric tons, 32 percent above the same period in 1971. These
increased landings are due to additional effort and availability
of yellowtail in the area west and south of Block Island (ICNAF
SA6: Mid~Atlantic grounds) which is outside regulated waters.

Catch statistics from ICNAF Subarea 5 management areas are given
in Table 4. For the area east of 69°W longitude (Georges Bank)
accumilative catches by .all reporting countries was 12,664
metric tons, two percent below 1971. The accumulative catch
for the area west of 69°W (southern New England and Cape Cod
grounds) was 8,594 metric tons, about 10 percent less than 1971.

Third quarter relative abundance, expressed as landings per
days fished, was similar for the two years (1972-1971) for both
Georges Bank and southern New England grounds (Table 3). A

significant increase was registered in 1972 for the Mid-Atlantic
area.



Table 3. .Yellowtail (food) Third Quarter statistics,
1972-1971 (metric tons, live weight).

Accumulative
3rd Qtr. Landings Land/Day Landings

Area , 1972 1971 1972 1971 1972 1971
Georges Bank 4,695 4,432 2.0 2.1 10,455 9,438
Southern New England 591 963 2.8 2.1 5,200 5,416
Cape Cod Grounds 254 264 1.6 1.8 1,014 1,118
Mid-Atlantic 2,570 466 9.9 4.2 4,427 2,107
Total _ 8,110 6,125 2.9 2.2 21,086 18,080

Table 4. Yellpwtail catch statistics for ICNAF SA 5
management areas, 1972=1971 (metric tons,
live weight). '

East of 69° West of 69°
(Georges Bank) (So. NE and Cape Cod Grounds;
1972 1971 1972 1971
3rd Qtr. A o

United States 4,920 5,938 946 1,977
food landings 4,695 4,432 845 1,227
industrial - - - 14
discards 225 1,506 101 736

Accumulative '

United States 11,382 12,483 7,774 9,024
food landings 10,445 9,438 6,215 6,526
industrial - - 260 271
discards 937 3,045 1,299 2,227

USSR 1,282 477 775 500

Tmtélw 12,664 12,960 - 8,594 9,524

Quota 16,000 16,000 10,000 13,000




CcOoD

Nine months landings for cod in 1972 from Georges Bank, the pre-
dominate fishing area by New England fishermen for this species
wexe 10,165 metric tons, 18 percent below 1971 (Table 5). Third
quarter landings were 3,756 metric tons in 1972, a decline of
14 percent compared with the third quarter, 1971.

Landings per day index for the third quarter was somewhat higher

in the 1972 period than for 1971; however, abundance is pre-
dicted to be about the same through 1973.

Table 5. Cod Third Quarter statistics, 1972~
1971 (metric tons, live weight).

Accumulative
3rd Qtr. Landings Land/Day Landings
Area 1872 1971 . 1972 1971 1972 1971
Georges Bank 3,756 4,366 2.2 1.5 10,165 12,332




REDFISH

Landings of redfish for the first nine months of 1972 were 17,202
metric tons, 1,000 tons less than for the same period of 1971
(Table 6). Overall landings from thé Nova Scotia grounds were
responsible for keeping the catch rate up. Third quarter land-
ings were 5,142 metric tons in 1972, about 22 percent below the
1971 level. Landings from the Gulf of St, Lawrence dropped
considerably for this period while catches from the Gulf of

Maine and Nova Scotia grounds were similar to the 1971 quarter.

Landings per day were much higher on all grounds for the third
quarter, 1972; however, no conclusions can be drawn from these
indices at this time, :

Table 6. Redfish Third Quarter statistics, 1972-1971
(metric tons, live weight).

3rd Qtr. Accumulative
Landings Land/Day Landings
Area ‘ 1972 1971 - 1972 1971 1972 1971
Gulf of Maine . 2,862 2,594 26.9 6.1 6,164 11,322
Nova Scotia 1,494 1,932 46.1 8.3 10,206 4,681
Gulf .of St. Lawrence 786 2,046 41.4 10.3 832 3,064
i/
Total 5,142 6,573 32.9 8.0 17,202 18,942
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SILVER HAKE (Food Fish)

Landings of whiting for food from the Gulf of Maine and Georges
Bank were 5,094 metric tons over nine months in 1972, 47 percent
below 1971 (Table 7). Third quarter landings, which usually
represent- the majority of the annual catch, were 3,675 metric tons,
off 57 percent from the same period in 1971.

Landings per day were somewhat higher, especially for the Gulf of
‘Maine (Table 7). Although abundance has been low prerecruit indices
suggest good incoming year classes, and abundance could increase
particularly in the Gulf of Maine by 1974 if excessive numbers of
small fish are not taken this year and next.

Table 7. Silver hake (food) Third Quarter statistics,
1972-1971 (metric tons, live weight).

3rd Qtr. Accumulative
' Landings Land/Day Landings
Area 1972 1971 1972 1071 1972 1971
Gulf of Maine 2,563 5,116 9.5 3.1 3,016 5,718
Georges Bank 1,112 3,371 (=) 10.8 2,078 3,849
Total 3,675 8,487 _ 9.5 3.7 5,094 9,567




INDUSTRIAL SPECIES

The industrial fishery continued to decline primarily because of
market conditions. Landings for nine months of 1972 were 5,623

metric tons, about 46 percent below 1971 (Table 8)., Landings in
the third quarter, 1972, were only 80 metric tons.

Table 8., Industrial fishery landings for Third Quarter,
1972-1971 (metric tons, live weight).

3rd Qtr. Accumulative

Landings Landings
Area 1972 1971 1972 1971
Southern New England 29 682 4,561 7,581
Mid-Atlantic 51 155 1,062 2,915
Total ‘ 80 837 5,623 10,496




