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HADDOCK

Accumulative landings for three quarters of 1371 were 18 million
pounds, 2 decrease of 20 percent when compared with the same
period of 1970 (Table 1), Total thizrd quarter landings were about
5 million pounds in 1971, a 29 percent decrease from 1970, Third
quarter, 1971, landings from Georges Bank amounted to 4 million
pounds, 33 percent less than for the same period in 1970.

Landings by all countries for the management areas (SA5 and

Div. 4X) are given in Table 2. Only 56 percent of the quota of

26.5 million pounds had been landed from ICNAF Subarea 5 (Georges
Bank and Gulf of Maine), while 65 percent of the 39, 7 million pounds
quota of Division 4X (Brown's Bank and western Nova Scotia shelf)
had been caught,

The commercial relative abundance index was slightly higher for
the third quarter, 1971 than for the same period in 1970 (figure 1).
Indications are that this increase was caused by the 1969 year class
being recruited into the fishery. It is doubtful that this year class
will materially affect abundance on Georges Bank.

An examination of landings per day at age for quarters 1 and 2
(figure 2) shows that 54 percent of the catch in 1971 was over 7
years old. These fish will soon be removed and the fishery will
be totally independent on the poor year classes that have been
characteristic since 1964.




Table l.-- Haddock Third Quarter Statistics, 1571-1970
(Landings in thousands of lbs., live weight)

page 2

Accumulative

Market Landings Landings
Areg Category 1871 1970 1971 1970
Georges Bank Scrod 858 397 1,983 1,474
Large 3,049 5,455 11,550 14,304
Total 3,907 5,852 13,533 15,778
Browns Bank Scrod 38 113 Si4 1,618
Large 50 173 782 1,420
Total 88 286 1,296 3,038
Gulf of Maine  Scrod 8 22 68 299
Large 618 460 2,024 2,307
Total 626 482 2,092 2,606
Bay of Fundy  Scrod 13 19 13 22
Large 116 51 116 62
Total 129 70 129 84
E. Nova Scotia Scrod e - 567 713
Large - - 529 sS40
Total Scrod 917 551 3,145 4,126
Large 3,833 6,139 15,001 18,633
Total 4,750 6,690 18,146 22,759
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Table 2. -- Haddock Landings from Management Areas, 1971-1970
(Millions of pounds, live weight)

Total Percent of
Aresa Year Landings Quota
SA5 (Quota: 26.5)
3rd Qtr. 1971 5.3 20
1970 9.2 35
Accumulative 1871 14,9 56
1970 21.5 : 81
Div. 4X (Quota: 39.7)
3rd Qtr. 1871 4.2 11
1970 2.0 5

Accumulative 1971 25.8 65
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YELLOWTAIL

Total New England landings of yellowtail for the first 9 months

in 1971 were about 40 million pounds, a 20 percent reduction from
1970 landings (Table 3). Third quarter landings totaled 13, 5 million
pounds, which is a 23~-percent decrease from the third quarter, 1970.
The greatest decline was for the southern New England grounds,
where 2 million pounds were landed, 65 percent less than in 1970 for
the same period, Landings from Georges Bank declined 8 percent.
Landings for both the Cape Cod grounds and the mid-Atlantic were
higher in the third quarter, 1971 than in 1970 by 103 and 40 percent
respectively; however, these landinge represent only 1. 6 million
pounds,

Total third quarter, 1971 catch from southern New England declined
70 percent from 1970 (Table 4), Yellowtails landed for reduction
declined drastically, mainly because of the overall falloff of
industrial landings. The catch from Georges Bank reflects not only
the decrease in landings, but also a decline in discard rate.

Landings per day declined on both'major fishing banks, for the third

quarter, 1971 in relation to 1970 (Table 3). Age compositions for the

third quarter (figure 3) show that the great majority, 66-76 percent,

of the fish landed in 1970 and 1971 are 3 or 4 years old. This

relation will probably hold true when annual summaries are completed,
There seems to be little change in 1971 from 1970 regarding age structures.




Table 3. == Yellowtail Food Landings.

Third Quarter

(Landings in thousands of pounds, live weight)
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' ~Accumulative
Landings Landings/day Landings
Area 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 ‘ 1970
 Southern
~ New
Engiend 2,123 5,994 4,594 5,296 11,941 19,063
Georges '
Bank 9,771 10,568 4,723 5,247 20,807 27,318
~ Atlantie 1,027 735 9,273 8,754 4,646 1,262
Cape
Cod
Grounds 582 287 3,985 5,000 2,465 1,967
Total 13,503 17,584 4,845 5,314 39,859 49,610




. Table 4. == Yellowtail Estimated Catch for the Two Major Fishing
~ Areas, Third Quarter 1971-1970
(1000's of pounds, live wt.)
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Southern

‘ New England Georges Bank
Cotegory 1971 1970 1971 1970
Food Landings 2,123 5,994 9,771 10,568
Estimated percent discard (60.0) (47.1) (34.0) (41.4)
Estimated discard 1,274 2,823 3,322 4,375
Industrial Landings 31 2,645 - —-—
 Totel Catch 3,428 11,462 13,093 14,943
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Nine months landings for cod in 1971 were 2 million pounds
(8 percent) higher than 1970 landings for the same period (Table 5).
Third quarter landings in 1971 were similar to 1970,

 Landings per day estimates declined 29 percent in 1971 and the
 £all Albatross IV survey cruise also indicated a downward trend
 in abundance.

Table 5. -= Cod Third Quarter Statistics, 1971-1970
(Landings in thousands of pounds, live weight)

Accumulative
Landings Landings/day Landin%s
1971 1970 1971 1970 1971

Georges Bank 9,626 §,963 3,226 Q,Sf() 27,186 25,087




REDFISH
N e

Landings of redfish for the first nine months in 1971 were 42

million pounds, similar to the same period in 1970 (Table 6),

Third quarter landings, however, were ll percent under those

of 1970. This decrease was because of the extremely low landings
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Landings from the Gulf of Maine

and Nova Scotia increased in the third quarter of 1971 when compared
with 1970, :

Landings per day continued to decline in 1971 and third quarter
indices were considerably lower than in 1970 except for the Gulf
of Maine.

—

Table 6. -= Redfish Third Quarter Si;atistics.l/ 1971-1970
(Landings in thousands of pounds, live weight)

-Accumulative
‘ Landings Landings/day Landings
Area 1671 1970 1871 1970 1971 1970

Gulf of Maine 5,719 4,644 13,448 13,934 24,685 26,068

~ Nova Scotia 4,260 2,128 18,392 34,237 10,319 3,117

- Gulf of
~ St. Lawrence 4,511 9,497 22,628 30,400 6,755 12,352

Total 14,490 16,269 17,612 23,911 41,759 41,537

52 (Georges Bank) not included.




SILVER HAKE (Food Fish)

Landings of silver hake for food declined 40 percent in 1971
when compared to 1970 {(Table 7). Third quarter landings,
which generally represent the majority of the annual catch,

were lower by about 30 percent when compared with the third
quarter of 1970. ‘

The third quarter commercial indices of relative abundance
were much lower for 1971 than 1970. Recruitment had been low

until 1970, and indications are that abundance should not increase
before 1972 or 1973.

Table 7. -~ Silver Hake (Food) Third Quarter Statistics, 1971-1970
(Landings in thousands of pounds, live weight)

Accumulative
Landings Landings/day ~ Landings

Area . 1971 19870 1971 1970 1971 1970
Gulf of

Maine 11,279 16,744 . 6,828 17,143 12,606 21,088
Georges

Bank 7,432 9,835 23,857 36,925 8,485 14,119

Total 18,711 26,579 8,096 21,115 21,091 35,207




INDUSTRIAL SPECIES

New England landings of fishes for industrial purposes for the
nine months in 1971 were 23 million pounds, 4l percent under
landings in 1970 for the same period (Table 8).

Third quarter landings of 1. 8 million pounds in 1971 were only
21 percent of 1970's landings for that quarter,

Species composition in the third quarter changed significantly in

1971 compared to 1970. Silver hake represented a greater proportion
of the landings in 1971, while red hake and yellowtail decreased
considerably,

Commercial abundance indexes declined considerably in the
third quarter, 1971 in relation to 1970's third quarter (Table 8).
Market conditions, however, played an important role in the
reduction of landings.




Table 8. -~ Species Composition (percent) and Total Landings for
Industriagl Fishery, Third Quarter 1971-1970.
(Landings in thousands of 1lbs., live weight)

AREA
SPECLES 1971 1970

Southern New England
Red hake 4.4 42.7
Silver hake 51.0 - 11.9
Yellowtail . 2.0 23.3
Blackback 2.4 6.7
Sculpin 3.0 2.9
Ocean pout ' 4.8 » 2.2
Others 22.4 10.3
Third Qtr. Landings 1,504 7,594
Accumulative Landings 15,713 35,138
Landings/day 50.0 69.8

Mid-Atlantic o
Red hake 7.5 11.4
Silver hake 14.6 10.1
Yellowtail 45.6 51.5
Blackback 5.7 k.7
Seulpin 1.5 0.7
Ocean pout 2.9 2.3
Others 22.2 _19.3
Third Otr. Landings 341 1,284
Accumulative‘Landings 6,426 ,42003.
Landings/day 17.8 g7




