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·HADDOCK 
" . 

Landings and landings per day fished continued the down­

ward trend in t~e "first quarter (Table 1). Total landings were 

down 35 percent compared to 1967. while landings per day de­

creased by 31 percent. The decrease was caused by lower 

scrod abundance; a small increase in large haddo9k was observed. 

Georges Bank accounted for nearly all the landings; scrod 
, 

landings per'day decreased by 64 percent over la67 (Figure 1). 
- '- -

while that fO~ large haddock increased by 16 perg~nt (Figure 2). 

The age composition (Figure 3) shows the continued domit;lance -

of the 1963 year class (5 year olds), and ~he small magnitude 

of other year classes since then. 

Landings from Browns Bank increased somewhat compared 

to 1967, but landings per day made a poor showing -compared to 

1967 (Table 1 and Figure 4). We had expected that "abundance 

would increase because of re.cruitme:nt of the 1963 year class. 

The reasons for the poor catches are not yet apparent. 
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TABLE 1 

HADDOCK FIRST QUARTER STATISTICS 
(Landings in thousands of pounds. live weight) 

First Quarter 

Landings Landings /Day 

Are:;Ls M •. Cat. 1968 1967 1968 1967 
- -

Gear ges Bank . Scrod _.6,953 16, 530 2,836 1,619 

Large 7,292 6,992 3# 480 3,068 

\ Total 14,245 23.522 6,316 10, 687 

Browns Bank Scrod 821 553 4,982 10,962 

Large 394 222 2,470 4,095 

-Total 1,215 775 7,452 15,057 

Gulf- of Maine Scrod 731 595 

Large 381 466 

Total 1,112 1,061 

Bay of Fundy Scrod 63 288 

Large 23 83 

Total 86 371 -
Scrod 8,568 17" 966 3,957 7,. 727 

Total 
Large 8, 153 ' 7,763 3,428 3,100 

Total 16,721 25,729 7,385 10,827 
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YELLOWTAIL 
• .. 

Total landings of yellowtail increased slightly in the first 

quarter of 1968 compared to 1967 (Table 2). Landings from 

Southern New England grounds almost doubled in 1968. Land­

ings from. Georges Bank and Cape Cod Bay remained about the_ 

same. while Middle Atlantic landings declined about 82 percent 

in the first quarter of 1968. 

Yellowtail abundance for aU grounds in the first quarter 

increased about 1~ 70.0 pounds per day in 1968. Southern New 

England (Figure 5) and Georges Bank (Figure 6) abundance both 

showed a 2,000 pound per day increase in 1968. Abundance in 

the Middle Atlantic . stayed at about the same level, but increased 
" 

some in Cape Cod Bay. 

Landings per day at age for Souther~ New England (Figure 7) 

indicate the 1964 and 1965 year classes are above normal in 

abundance. This is also true on. Georges Bank (Figure 8) for the 

1965 year class. however, the 1964 year class seems smaller. 

If abundance trends continue. landings may reach levels 
- I 

attained in 1963 and 1964. 
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TABLE 2 

YELLOWTAIL FIRST QUARTER STATISTICS 
(Landings in thousands of pounds , live weight) 

First Quarter 

Landings Landings /Day 

;",reas· 
(' 

'S. New :Englan~ 

Georges Bank 

Mid-Atlantic 

Cape. Cod Bay 

Total 

,0', 

",' .. ,,{: 
.' ,., . ~.:.' ' 

, 
." 

\. 

. • 

1968 

8,891 

2,431 

448 

1,167 

i2,937 

1967 1968 1967 
, ;; 

4,696 ·6,792 ' ~', 4,600 

2,324 5,938 4,'015. 

. 3,,652; 6,692 6,608 . 

1,240 5,693 3,094 

11, 912 6,529 4,797 
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COD 

Landings per day on Ge.orges Bank increased by 45 per­

cent compared with 1967, although landings were nearly the 

s~me (Table 3). Good information is not yet available, but 

there. is some evidence of increased recruitment in the last· 

few years. 

TABLE '3 

. COD FIRST QUARTER STATISTICS 
'(Landings in thousands of pounds, live,weight) 

First Quarter 

Landings Landings /Day 

Area 1968 1967 1968 1967 

Georges Bank 5, '997 5,801 3" 180 
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RED FISH 

. ·.Redfish·landings ,(Table 4) were lo~er in the" first quarter 

of 1968 compared to 1967. A general increase in abundance 

(Figure 9) in the Gulf of ¥aine andon the Nova Scotian Shelf, 
. , 

.. is indicated by the landings per day; however the small extent 

9f the fishing precludes firm evaluation. No landings were recorded 

from the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1967 or 1968 in the first quarter .. 

TABLE 4 

RED FISH FIRST QUART·ER STATISTICS 
(Landings in thousands of pounds, live weight) 

First Quarter 

. . . __ • _____ 0 __ • ___ _ 

Landings Landings !Day 

. Areas 

Gulf of Maine 

Nova Scotia 

Gulf of St. Lawrence 

Total 

. -

1968 

4,161 

2,973 

7,134 

1967 1968 1967 

2,302- 35 ... 668 24,842 

5,932 43,292 25,821 

8,234 38,845 25,547 
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-!NDUSTEIAL FlSHERY 

The industrial fishery for red and silv~r hake does not 

get underway until the second quarter, therefore negligable 

landings were reported in the first quarter of 1968 (Table 5). 

Total landings of all species decreased by about 20 percent 

-for the first quarter of 1968, however" landings per day increased 

substantially. Landings of red and silver hake should pick up in 

the second quarter .. . ~. 

- -

TABLE 5 

INDUSTRIAL RED AND SILVER HAKE FIRST QUARTER STATISTICS 
. <,Landings in thousands of pounds" live weight) 

Speeies 

Total Red Hake 

Total Silver Hake 

Total Industrial 
(all species) 

• • 

First Quarter 

Landinss 'Landings/Day 

1968 1967 1968 1967 

17 151 .1 .5 

50 130 .3 .4 

17" ~58 21,7 20 88.4 70.7 
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SEA SCALLOPS 

Georges Bank sea scallop landing.s (Table 6) in the first 

quarter of 1968 were higher by about 200 thousand pounds than 

in 1967. Middle Atl,antic landings were also' higher in 1968. 

Landings per day (Figures 10 and II) for both areas 

indicate little difference in abundance in the first quarter of 

1967 or 1968. 
:~ ---- - -- ... -- . ......... ----...... --~.-..... ,---,---,...;...--

TABLE 6 

SEA SCALLOP FIRST QUARTER STATISTICS 
(Landings in thousands of pounds. meat weight) 

First Quarter 

1 I -

Landings Landings/Day 

. Areas 1968 1967 1968 

Georges Bank 514 318 1 .. 390 
.. 

. \ 

Middle Atlantic 1,315 1 .. 124 1,496 

Total 1,829 1,442 

1/ Based on interview data (includes New York Fleet) • 

• ~. 

1967 

1,377 

1,438 
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