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Haddock

Georges Bank haddock landings through the second quarter
(Table 1) dropped about 18 million pounds compared to the first six

months of 18966, Landings per day increased slightly in the second

- quarter of 1967 compared to the same period in 196‘_6. This was due

mainly to increased large haddock abundance as sc.i'od was about the
same (Figures liand 2). (Standard Fishing effort in the second quarter
of 1966 was M days fished compared to 2161 in 1967). |

Estimated numbers landed per day at age for Georges Bank
{Figure 3) show general increases in nu.mbers of four and five year
olds relative to 1966 and previous years, but drasfic decreases in num-
bers of two andvthree year olds, The deérease in two and three year olds
corroborate the previous predictions of weak 1964 and 1965 year classes. |
The small decrease in nunibers of fours and fives in the second quarter
compared to the first quarter of 1967, when normally an increase is
observed, indicates that these two yéar classes will not contribute much
to the fishery in 1968. High fishing intensity has appai’ently taken its toll,
The decline in haddock abundancé on Georges Bank will accelerate consid-
erably in 1968. | | »

Bfowns Bank abundance indicies (Table 1) show an inc;rease in both
large and scrod laﬁdings per day of haddock compared to 1966, Landings
totals have also increased for the first 6 months of 1967, No samples are
available from the Browns Bank catches so the age compositi.on is unknown,
Considering the growth rates of haddock in the Browns Bank area increased
scrod abundance is probably a result of recruits from-the 1862 and 63 year
classes, Browns Bank should continue to provide improved catches whi}e

abundance is low on Georges Bank.
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TABLE 1

"HADDOCK SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)

Second Quarter Accumulative 1]

PRy

Landings Landings/Day | Landings Landings/Day
Area 1967 1966 | 1967 | 1966 1967 1966 | 1967 | 1966
Georges
Bank  Scrod |13,040 | 19,019 | 5,309 | 5,228 | 27,540 [38,094 | 5,949 | 4,738
Large | 6,946 | 11,862 | 3,938 | 2,787 | 13,079 |20,344 | 3,353 | 2,891
Total 19,986 | 30,881 | 9,247 | 8,015 | 40,619 {58,438 | 9,302 | 7,629
Browns ..
Bank = Scréd | 1,914 744 | 6,680 | 5,538 | 2,399 850 | 7,110 | 5,479
Large | 1,058 726 | 3,541 | 4,319 | 1,253 809 | 3,549 | 4,425
Total | 2,972 | 1,470 {10,221 | 9,857 | 3,652 | 1,659 |10,659 |9, 903
Gulf of
Maine Scrod | 2,552 | 1,541 | -- -= | 3,074 | 1,918 -- -
Large | 1,286 | 1,502 - - 1,695 | 1,942 | -- --
Total | 3,838 | 3,043 - -~ | 4,769 | 3,860 | -- -
.
Bay of : : .
- Fundy Scrod 137 -- - -- -390 - - -
Large |. 33 -- -- -~ 106 -~ -- ' -
Total | 170 ~-- -- -- 496 -- -- --
Total ' ] N .
" Scrod 17,643 | 21,304 | 6,226 |5,346 |33,403 |40,862 '|6,597 | 4,841
Large | 9,323 | 14,090 | 3,673 |3,378 {16,133 | 23,095 |3,463 | 3,268
Total |26,966 | 35,394 | 9,899 8,717 ‘{49,536 |63,957 |10,060 |8, 109

1/ Accumulative from combined L/D 1/2 qtr.
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¥ellowtail

Yellowtail landings statistics (Table 2) for the second quarter
show a slight increase in abundance on Southern New England (SNE)
fishing grounds and a slight decrease in abundance on Georges Bank,
but over all very' little change. A 50 percent dec_:;'ease in effort |
(Figures 5 and 6) primarily on Geoﬁrges Bank contributed to a decrease
in landings 61.3 million pbunds for the first 6 months of 1967.

‘Age cbmpositions for SNE yellowtail show three year olds '

.dominating the catch (Figure 7). Numbers of threes taken in the second
- quarter are proportionately much higher compared to other years.

. Two year olds are also more abundant in the catch, Interviews of

commercial draggers indicated that discards range from forty to

- seventy percent. These factors suggest a strong 1965 year class is

entering the fishery. \

Georges Bank age compositions for 1967 (Figure 8) yellowtail

catches contained relaiively low numbers of most age groups except

for two year olds which seem abundant. This coupled with the large number

of twos being taken on SNE grounds thfa indications are thaf 1968 should
ShOV;I substantial increases in yellowtail abundance on both fishing
grouﬁds.

| The middle Atlantic grounds (off Long Island) show increased
importance to the yellowtail fishery (Table 2), Studies of samples and

landings data are now being initiated for this area.
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TABLE 2

YELLOWTAIL SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)

Second Quarter Accumulative
Landings Landings/Da Landings andings/Day

Area 1967 196@ 1967 11966 1967 1966 1967 [1966

So. New ' ’ ;

England 5,286 5,034} 5.1 | 4.1 9,983 |14,271] 4.8 | 4.7

Georges Coe

Bank 2,689 | 7,760( 4.7 | 5.2 } 5,014 [13,476] 4.3 | 4.0

Mid- | | o

Atlantic 1,741 269} 7.0 |8.,4 } 5,393 408 6.7 7.8

Cape Cod " b

Bay 770 1,288 2.5 | 4,0 12,010 | 2,747 2.8 | 4.6
" Total 10,487 {14,353 | 4.8 [4.6 [22,400 [30,900] 4.8 | 4.3
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‘LANDINGS PER DAY (Thousands of Pounds)
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Figure 7 . Figure 8 ‘
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Silver Hake

(Food Fishery)

' Because of price disputes and other problems the silver hake
- fishery did not fully get underway until late June. - As a result total
silver hake landings for the first six months, are down about 10
million poundsl compared to 1966 (Table 3). R Limited information éhows ,

low 'silver hake abundance in the Gulf of Maine but high on Georges

Bank,
TABLE 3 - "
SILVER HAKE SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)
Second Quarter _ ‘ Accumulative
- Landings .Landings/Day Landings Landings/Day
- Area 1967 1966 1967 1966 1967 1966 1967 | 1966
- Gulf of . : | ’ '
Maine 1 2,023 3,158 1.0 5.6 | 2,024 | 3,158 1,0 5.6
Georges .
" Bank - 1,758 | 10,638 22.3 | 19.9 | 1,836 | 10,806 | 22.3 |19.9
" 'Total | 3,781 | 13,796| 4.0 | 16.1 |.3,860 | 13,964 | 4.0 |16.1




Redfish

Landings comparisons for redfish (Table 4) show over all a

10 million pound drop through June 1967. Abundance indicies for the

fishing areas, however, have remained about the same (Figure 9)
except for Gulf of St. Lawrence., Little change in this trend is ex-
pected unless market conditions improve. It appears that Nova

Scotian abundance may- be about to level off,

¥
-

TABLE 4

REDFISH SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)

Second Quarter ‘ Accumulative = |

o Landings | Landings/Day Landings | Landings/Day
Area 1967 1966 1967 1866 . 1967 1966 1967 1966
Gulf of
Maine 5, 933 4,719 26.7 28. 2 8,235 5, 958 26.8 25.3
Nova' : .
Scotia 5, 966 14, 376 25.8 | 30.4 11,898 25, 928 25.8 33.7
Gulf of ,
St. Lawrence 3,312 2,628 57.9 | 43,9 3,312 2,660 57.9 ] 43.9
Total 15, 211 21,723 | 33.1 | 31.86 23,445 | 34, 546 3.0. 51 33.0
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Industrial Fishery

Industrial landihgs (Table 5) were up 4 million pounds through ’_the
seconci quarter of 1967, Landings of red and silver hake for industrial
purposes are down only about 2 million pounds which does not account
for the total diffefence. Thisg increase apparently '.'took place among
other species. .Red and siiver hake abundance, although higher than

in 1966, is still much lower than in previous years (Figures 10 and 11).

. TABLE 5

INDUSTRIAL RED AND SILVER HAKE SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)
SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND AND MID-ATLANTIC

Second Quarter ’ “Accumulative

Area and ] Landings |Landings/Day| Landings [Landings/Day
Species [ T067 ] 1966 1967 | 1966 1967 | 1966] 1967 |1966
So. NeW .
En!dland

Red Hake 4,607 | 6,010} 14.8 | 4.0 | 4,758 6,102 14.4| 3.9

Silver Hake | 1,264 | 1,653 4.1/ 1.3 | 1,304 1,814 3.8 1.3

_ o : 2 "

Total 5,871 | 7,663 18.9 | 5.3 | 6,152 7,916; 18.2 | 5,2
Mid-Atlantic |

Red Hake 35 -- 1.7 | -- 35 82j 1.7] --

Silver Hake 120 90} 7.4.| 1.2 120 225] '7.4 0.6

Total 155 90] 9.1 | 1.2 1550 3070 9.1 0.6

Total Red Hake 4,642 § 6,010 14.7 4,0 5,483 7 6,184 14,3 3.8

7' Total Silver :
Hake 1,384 / 1,743 4.4 1,3 1,703 ; 2, 039é 4.1 1,2

) l: 3 1

Total Industrial | 29, 971_537 146 ; 84.5 41 3 |51, 691-~147 602] 78.7 {46.6

-t

1/ Amagansett, L. I not operating - reflected in lower landings.
2/ L/D addltlve




CATCH PER DAY (Thousands of Pounds) ~ CATCH PER DAY(Thousands of Pounds)
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Sea Scallop

Scallop landings (Table 6) from the Middle atlantic Grounds

for the first six mounths of 1967 have fallen about 3 million pounds

behind 1966 landings for the same period, but the'second quarter land-

ings show some relative improvement,

scallops on both grounds, (Figure 12) have decreased considerably in

TABLE 6

the second quarter of 1967 compared to 1966

]
-

SEA SCALILOP SECOND QUARTER STATISTICS
(Landings in thousands of pounds)

Abundance indicies for sea

Second Quarter

. , A.ccum_ulative
Area - Landings Landings/Day Landings Landings/Day
1967 1966 1967 1966 1967 1966 1967 | 1866
Georges N | :

Bank - 287 676 1,792 | 2,198 . 605 737 | 1,574 | 2,183
Middle : :
“Atlantic 2,071 | 3,311 1,875 | 2,199 | 3,195 | 6,335 | 1,724 | 2,080

~ Total 2,358 | 3,987 1,865 | 2,199 | 3,800 | 7,072 | 1,698 | 2,100
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