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The present occurrence 01 the silver hake along the Maifte 

coast in large numbers ts some\vhat unusual. The last time this ­

happened was tu 1955 wheularge rrmnbers of sUVf.U" hake were 

~ in lbe -weirs at Lubec. Maine. Generally. the areas along 

the Maine coast have been a favorite ftslling' groui1;d for some of 

the Gloucester-boats but the area under cOl'lStderatio.n is not usually 

flshe<L _ The sUve:r hake are fO't.U1d along the inshore -waters with 
~ , 

the large-C011Ce:atratlons frcqaent1y occurring near Ipswich Bay. 

LaDding statistics tor 19:5·8. show that subareall-D (along ~'taine 

coast) eoatrt.buted 23 pereeut of flle total New England laadiDgs. 

whGe subarea U-E <aloac Massacllusetts: coast) eoab1huted 43 

fluctuated through the ~U1J. some years more severe thaD others. 

but the tJtettd bas been that ot constantl,. increasiDg hmdiJllS. See 

All aaalysts of morpbometerle measuremeats of the silver 

hake show that the Gtdl ot Maine ftsb are alm.cst certaialy a sep.&rate 

stock from those ~ southera NeVI EncJand and New Jer&ey.Other 

evldeace audt as tag retunuI. growth rates and leegtJl frequeDdes 

also support thta cocelusi01'l. These data also iDd1eate that the Gulf 

of Mame aUver hake are an one stock. 
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The spaWt1ing areas and 'behavior cl the silver hake are not 

clearly understood. Although trom all available evldet1ce. it appears 

that the silver hUe spawa ~ the Gulf of Maine from JUDe 

through September. It can be assumed that the centers of spaWl'liog 

activity are those areas where large numbers of ttsli are found in 

shoal water .. This would induce the inshore waters along the New 

.England coast. Georaes Bank and pcsstbl,. some ofller areas not 

p~eatmll7 oploited by. the commercial fleet. 

Au examtaatioa at silver ha..'te stomachs show that the principle 

food types round were invertebrates (EuphasUd shrimp) and small 
:!., 

·ftsh. This would suggest tbtit this species is not a bottom. feeder 

but rather-more pelagic in feeding habit.. BUver hake g~y move 

off the bottom at DiPt to feed and retum to the bottom dt:&ring the day.; 

Further e:xp~ are nece.a&ary to determine the eacape- . 

meat of the silver haketrom eodenda of different mesh sizes aDd 

materials.- The majority cl Gloucester fishermen use a 2-1/2 inch 

mesh eodeDd.--· a few others· are using a. 3-lnch mesh codend and are 

flDdlng that fewer small t1sh are retatned 1ft the net. · However.--previous 

mesh a:perimenta do aot show a clear 50 percent point for Ute sues 

of codeDds WJe«:L- ~ It must st1l1 be determined if a mee regulatlou 

Is ~ or that the 1at$ of ftsil -dDring any one -year is, part of 

tile DOnDal. fluetuatloas ot the papv1at1oL .... 
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The length frequency distribution from samples taken from 

Culttvat~ &1loal and Hall-way Rock. Maine. for the momJJs of Mao" 
and June I.a presented in Ftgure 2. The flah fromCulUvator Shoat 

are smaller thaA thos. eaught along the Maine coast. The dealers 

in Gloucester leel that a better produetcan be processed by using 

. the larger fish.. so they aree1'lcouraging the local fishermen to 

fisk along the Maine coast. 
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Thousands Of Pounds 
- - --- - - -- --- - -- -- --- ---

HONTH > 
1IfJ1J1A1JI$ POUNDS 
fliJtlJBfJ LM.JDED 

1957 

HAY 515.4 

JUNE ~,6330a 

JULY 
[,7900

a 

AUGUs,r' 794.5 

TO~AIS 
19,764.5 

AVG. 

1958 

HAY 578.6 

JUNE ~, 731.9 

JULY ~,088. 9 

AUGUST 854.-3 
. ' 

SEPT. i 267.5 

TOTALS 14,521.2 
AVG .. 

1959 

HAY 

1
21203 

JUNE -,665.8 

JULY 1~,,932.1 

AUGUST ·~~346.6 

SEPT. 26.5 

TOTAIS 1" 
-~ ,,183.3 

AVG .. 

>::::::::::.- I 

- -- - - --
TRIPS 

47 

201 

184 

63 

495 
/cJ. .3 

33 

230 

284 

90 

40 

677 
1.3 ~ 

23 

257 

235 

85 

2 

602 
/cJ-& 

CASCO BAY 
PORTLAND 

1957-1958-1959 
- - -

HOURS 
FSHD 

187 
, -

766 

706 

252 

1911 
'-177 

184 

920 

1122 

358 

164-
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