Albert C. Jensen
August 24, 1954

Stomach Sampling Trip

‘A trip was made August 18, 195k on the dragger Cape Cod for the
purpoes of exsmining the stomach contents of various sgpecies of fish,
A proportional sample was to be taxen from several tows to determine
how many {if any) baby haddock had been eaten by possible predators.

The Cape Cod, piloted by Capt. Manuel Phillips, left Province-
town harbor st 0500 hours. A heavy swell was running causing the vessel
to proceed with some difficulty.

The first two tows were made in an area 5 miles NE of Race Point.
Four additional tows were made in an area 5 to 6 miles ENE to NE of the
Highland Light. The trawl used was standard whiting gear with a 23" mesh
cod end. Approximately 10 to 20 baby haddock were iteken in each of
these latter tows., The last tow was in Qt 1840 hours and the vessel
docked in Provincetown at 2100 hours.

The first three tows and the last tow were sampled. Surface water
temperatures were takenvduring the #1, #3, and #6 tows. The catches of
fish were mostly whiting, with hake the second most common species.

The remainder of each catch was composed of a few individuals each of
hsddock, flounders, goosefish, herring and skates. The approximzte

species composition in estimated percentages of the total catch is as

follows:
Whiting 6%
Hake 19
Haddock 1.5
Miscellaneous ),
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A total of 153 fish were exawmined; whiting, 111 individuals, (725%

of sample); hake, 28 (18.3%); haddock, 9 (5.9¥%); miscellaneous species,
5 (3.2%).
Results

No baby haddeck were found in the stomachs of the fish examined.
A population of zero class haddock was present in the area off the Hiﬂ;p
land Light (as evidenced by those brought up ir the trawl). However,
none aponarently were beine utiiized by the whiting or other fish which
were sampled, /

The most common item of food found in the whiting stomachs was
other whitins, These were found in 13 stomachs. Herring were found
in 2 whniting stomachs and squid in Z stemechs. Below is 2 summary of
the food items of whiting and hake as revealed on this trip.

nniting  Hake

Food ITtem Nurber of Stomechs
whiting 13 ———
Herring 3 -—
Squid 2 2
Shrimp 1 1
Unknown fish 3 ——
Misc, material - 3

The author had been forewarned bty Capt. Phillips that no baby
haddock would be found in any of the fish stomachs. He stated that in
his experience, fishing out cf Provincetown, be had never seen small
haddock in the stomschs of other fish. :
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