
An Analysis of Laq.dings 

of Small Otter Trawlers 

as Related to the 

Conservatioll of Georges Bank Haddock 

Purpose of these Tabulations 

This compilation was made to answer the following questions: 

1. Can the small otter tra~Jlers be exempted from the mesh regulation without seriously 

.. aff~cting the· proportions of undersized haddock caught? 

2. If exemption is desirable, what size of vessel should be exempted? 

3. Should the present ?,OOO-pound exemption level be lowered? 
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TABLE 1.--Catch of haddock (from weighout~ on trips by OTSIS (trawlers under 50 gross tons) 
. Boston! Gloucester! l'Jew Bedford! and Provincetown in 1952. 

fishing out of 

Vessel size 
30 gross tons . 31-40 gross tons 41-50 gross tons All vessels under 

Port Haddock catch and under 50 gross tons 
(in thousands Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

of pounds) of trips of trips of trips of trips. of trips of trips of trips of trips 

Boston Less than 5 367 98.9 465 95.7 174 77.3 1,006 93.0 
5-6 1 0 .. 3 3 0.6 6 2.7 10 0.9 
6-7 2 0.5 2 0.4 6 2.7 10 0.9 
7-8 4 0.8 9 4.0 13 1.2 
8-9 1 0.2 10 4.4 11 1.1 

9-10 4 0.8 5 2.2 9 0.8 
Over 10 1 0.3 7 1.5 15 6.7 23 2.1 
More than 5 4 1.1 21 4.3 51 22.7 76 7.0 
Total 371 100.0 4e6 100.0 225 100.0 1,OB2 100.0 

Gloucester Less than 5 3,OB5 99.9 '761 99.9 473 97.5 4,319 99.6 
5-6 2 0.1 5 1.1 7 0.2 
6-7 1 1 0.2 2 ". 
7-8 1 0.1 1 0.2 2 . ' '~ .. 0.1 
8~9 2 0.4 2 i 

9-10 -./ 

Over 10 1 3 0.6 -4 0.1 
More than 5 4 0.1 1 0.1 12 2.5 17 0.4 
Total 3,089 10O~O 762 100.0 485 100.0 4,336 100.0 

New Bedford Less than 5 1,287 99.7 747 94.6 429 90.1 2,463 96.3 
5-6 13 1.6 18 3.B 31 1~2 

6-7 2 
'. '. 4 0.5 7 1.5 13 0.5 , 

7-8 \ 7- 0.9 5 1.1 l2 0.5 
8-9 L. 0.3 3 0.4 2 0.4 5 0.2 

.. ' 
9-10 1 1 0.1 2 0.4 4 0.2 

Over 10 1 ; 15 1.9 13 2.7 29 1.1 i. 
.More than 5 4 0.3 43 5.4 47 9.9 94 3.7 
Total 1,291 100.0 790 100.0 476 100.0 2,557 100.0 

(9ontinued on next page) 
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.TABLE l.--Catch of haddock (from weighout8J~ triEs .~Y O'FS ._~~ t~~w1-ers under 50 gross tons) fishing out of 
Bostonz Gloucester z New Bedford z and Provincetown in 1952. (Continued) 

Vessel size 
30 gposs tons 31-40 gross tons 41-50 gross tons All vessels under 

Port Haddock catch and under 50 sross tons 
(in thousands Number Percent Nwnber Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

of pounds) of trips of trips of trips of trips of trips of trifS . of trips of trips 

Provincetown Less than 5 1,759 100.0 1,272 99.9 _405 99.8 3'43~1 99.9 
5-6 2 0.1 
6-7 
7-8 
8-9 0.1 : 
9~lO ~ s 

·Over 10 1 0.2 1 .... .' 
More than 5 0 0.0 2 0.1 1 0.2 3 0.1 
Total 1,759 100.0 '1,274 100.0 406 100.0 3,439 100.0 

All Ports Less than 5 6,498_ 99.8 3,245 98.0 1,481 93.0 11,224 98.3 
5-6 3 ": 18 0.5 29' 1.8 50 0.4 
6-7 5 ~ 

6 0.2 14 0.9 25 0.2 
7-8 0.2 12 0.4 15 1.0' 27 0.3 
8-9 4 0,1 14 0.9 18 0.2 

9-10 1 : 5 0.1 7 0.4 13 0,1 
Over 10 3) 22 0.7 32 2.D 57 0.5 
More than 5 12 0,2 611 2.0 III 7.0 190 1:7 
Total 6,510 100,0 3,312 100.0 1,592 100.0 11,414 100.0 



TABLE2.--Percent contribution of haddock to t.otal.{'~h landed in Massachusetts Ports in 1952" 

Total catchall species Catch of haddock Percent contribution of 
(in pounds) (in pOunds) haddock to total catch 

Vessel size 

OTS 98,673,351 4,1S6,474 4.2 

OTlV! 166,947,369 39,093,5B1 23.4 

OTL 169,905,558 a8,120,1l5 51.9 

TABLE 3~--Percent of total haddock catch landed by each type of gear at Massachusetts Ports in 1952. 

Gear Haddock catch 

OTS 4,186,474 

OTM 3-9,093,581 

OTL 88,120,115 

Other 4,426,671 

Total 135,826,841 

Percent of total haddock catch 

3.1 

28.S 

100.0 
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TABLE 4.--Percent of scrod and large haddock la~ded bl various sizes of ve~sels at Massachusetts Ports in 1252. 

Vessel size Scrod Percent Large Percent Total Percent . 
-

OTS 2,015,401 48.1 2,171,073 51.9 4,186,474 100.0 

OTM 21,314,161 54.5 17,779,420 45.5 39,093,581 " 100.0 

OTL 52,874,965 60.0 35,245,150 40.0 " 88,120,115 100.0 

TABLE 5.--Species composition of catches by OTS'S" landing at Massachusetts Ports in 1952. 

Species i"u -"order 
of importance 

1. Whiting 

2., Flounders 

3. Haddock 

4. Cod 

5. Red Hake 

6. " Rosefish 

7. other Species 

Total 

11 

Quantity landed 
(in millions of pounds) 

3.0 

2.7 

2.6 

30.1 

11 All other species contribute less than 1 million pounds each. 

Percent of total catch 

37.0 

19.8 

4.3 

3.1 

2.7 

2.6 

30.5 

100.0 
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TABLE 6,--Average catch of haddock per trip by various sized vessels landing at Mas~achusetts Ports in 1952~ 

Vessel si~e 

OTS 

OTM 

OTL 

Number of·· tripaY 

12,955 

4,188 

1,546 

Haddock catch 
(in pounds) 

4,186,474 

;39,093,581 

88,120,115 

. Average catch per trip 
(in pounds) 

323 

9,335 

56,999 

!I Includes all trips landed at' Boston, Gloucester, New Bedford, Provincetown, and other Cape Ports. 


