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HADDOCK CATCH ~O mcRID..4..SE on GEOBGES BAJ.!K n~ 1952 

'J:he 1952 catch of haddock on Georges Bank will be 89.0 million pounds if the 
fishing effort is the same this year as last, it was announced today by the Fish 
and. -r~vilcllife Service. This is a reduction of 2.3 million pou.ncls or 2.5 per cent of 
last yearts catch of 9103 million pouncls. 

The :FIsh and \vildlife Service has -oeen studying the hadcLocl: populations on 
Geo ~:ges Bam: f or rnan~l years ancL has now accumulated enougp. im ormation on the lif'e 
history of the fish to lIlc-ike predictions of catch possible. 

The first preliction was made in April 1951 for the catch of that year, and 
provecl.. to be 98.4 per cent accurate. The 1952 prediction is mstd.e on the assumption 
tha.t the hac1cLock fleet ... vill be fishing the same number of clays as last year. If 
fishi1:1.6 is less intense, lancl..inc~s will be correspondingly less. 

The d.egree to which Georges 3ari1.\: is fishecL del')encls in part on the abundance 
of fish on the nearby lJo"tIj'a ScotiDll 3&"ll-(s. During the early months of 1952 large 
catcl1.es have been taken from these b--'.1lll:s by the larger tra\'Jlers sailing out of 
Boston. If the great abundance of fish on Nova Scotian funl<:::s continues, Georges 
Bank will be .fished less this year than last. 

The catc~ of had.cLock from Georges Banl: has fluctua.te(~ from 223 million POllllds 
in 1929 to 50 million pouncls in 1934. Since 1931.1- it hEtS fluctuatecl between 78 ancl 
122 million pounds. 

Service biologists at the \ifoods Hole, Mass., Laboratory are studying the 
causes of these fluctuations. Some oftl'le variations in catch are due to economic 
conditions, but the [greatest fluctuations are brought about by changes in the 
abun(tance of fish clue to natural cctuses. The reasons for these natural fluctur.;'1.tions 
are still not clearl~7 unci.erstoocl. 

The ages of the fish that support the Georges Bam: fishery range from one to 
nine years. The number of fish in eadl age L:;roup v,'lries trernel1C:lously It In some 
years there are very successflu broods; in others there are virtual failures. The 
causes of these variations in brood strengths are being stucl..ied. 

The 1948 brood was l.UlllsU<.-lll'"<iT large aJlcl has oeen the roain support of the Georges 
Bank fishery for two years o It Will continue to contribute a large share of the 
lk'1.cldock this year, but in smaller numbers in succeeding yearso The future of the 
Georges Eank had.dock depends D:pon the strengths of the oncoming broods of fish. 

r. A~o'l~~ 130 million pouncls of haP-clock are lanclecl at NeVI EncJancl ports annUc:,'l11y. 
In 1 ~150 tne value of the catcb. was $12,000,000. About 70 per cent of the had.nock 
landed normally come from Georges Bank. 

The catch of haddock surpasses that of the famous coc3i'ish by over 50 million 
pou..YlCls annually 0 
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HADDOCK CATCH TO IECBEASE ON GEOBGES BAlTIC n~ 1952 

The 1952 catch of haddock on Georges 'Bank will be 89.0 million pOlUlds if the 
fishing' effort is the saine this year as last, it was announcecl today by the Fish 
aneL ~lJ'ild.life Service. This is a reduction of 2.3 million potmcls or 2 • .5 per cent of 
last yearts catch of 9103 million pouncls. 

The I'ish and \vilcl1ife Service r....:'3.S been stuclying the hadcl.ock populations on 
Geol'ges Banl: for many YCal:'s and has now accumulated enougb. information on the life 
histoI"'J of the fish to make predictions of catch possible. 

The first prectiction was In...·:tcle in April 1951 for the ca tcn of tr.18,t year, and. 
proveo~ to be 98.4 per cent accurate. The 1952 prediction is mad.e on the assumption 
thc.'1,t tile haclc1.ock fleet vvill be fisl'J.ng the saIne number of clays as last year. If 
fishing is less intense, lan.C1 .. i~~s 'l:17i11 be correspondingly less. 

The clegree to which Georges .Ear":~~ is fishecl depends in part on the abundance 
of fish on the nearby Novp. Scotir.1,n 3ank:s.' During the early months of 1952 large 
catches have been taken from these oanks by the larger tra,,,rlers sailing out of 
Boston. If the great abundance or fish on Nova Scotian :Bo.nks continues, Georges 
Bank \vill be fished less this year than last. 

The catch of haclclock from Georges Barik has fluctuatecL from 223 million pounds 
in 1929 to 50 million pounds in 1934. Since 1934 it has fluctl~'3.tei between 78 and 
122 million pounds. 

Service biologists at the ~voods Hole, Mass •• Laboratory are studying the 
causes of these fluctuations. Some of the variations in catch are clue to economic 
condi tions, but the [g;reatest fluctuations ar~ broug .. ~t about by changes in the 
abunD.ance of fish due to natural ~~uses. The reasons for these natural fluctn~~tions 
are still not clearl~T understood. 

The ages of the fi;::~h tr.:.at support the Georges Bank fishery range from one to 
nine years. The number of fish in ee .. ch age group varies trerne~ously. In some 
years there are very successful broocls; in others there are virtual failures. The 
causes of these variations in brooel strengths are beinc studied. 

The 1948 brood was unusUr:'1ll'w large ancl has been the main support of the Georges 
Bank fishery for two years!) It ~Jill continue to contribute a large shc'1,re of the 
hadd.ock this year, but in smaller ntJmbers in succeeding years" Th.e future of the 
Georges Bank haddock depends l1:pon the strengths of the oncoming brooc18 of fish. 

~ . .A.bou,t 130 mill!on pounds, of ha¢Lclock are landed at ITe','! BnLlancl port~ ann~ly. 
In 1~50 the :value or the catcn was :~12,OOO,OOO. ..4..bout 70 per cent of tne haO.CLock 
landed normally come from Georges Bank. 

~he catch of hadclock surpasses that of the famous codfish by over 50 million 
pounCi.s annuallyo 
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HADDOCK CA!J:CH TO DECREASE on GEOBGES BA11K Xlr 1952 

The 1952 catch of haddock on Georges ::Bank will be 89.0 million pounds if the 
fishing effort is the same'this ;>rear as lastt it wa.s announced today by the Fish 
and ~ildlife Service. ~lis is a reduction of 2.3 million po~ls or 2.5 per cent of 
last yearts catch of 91 0 3 million po~ls. 

The JTish and 'vilcllife Service has been studying the haddock populations on 
Geol~ges Ba.v:t.k for many yocu"s anCl .. has now accumulated. enou9~ information on the life 
histo~J of ti1e fish to mcl~e predictions of catch possible. 

The first prediction was macte in ... i.\.pril 1951 for the catch of that year, and 
proved~ to be 98.4 per cent accurate. The 1952 prediction is mcde on the assumption 
tha.t the haclc"Lock fleet will be fishing the same number of ("Lays as last year. If 
fishing is less inte11se, lancl.iDGs \1ill be correspondingly less. 

The cLegree to which Georges :Brui:c is fished depends in po..rt on the abundsnce 
of fish on the nearby nova ScotiCUl 3aIJks. During the early months of 1952 large 
catches have been taken from tl1.ese banl:s by the larger trawlers sailing out of 
Boston. If the great abundance of fish on Nova, Scotian Bacl~s continues, Georges 
Bank will be fished less this year than last. 

The catch of haddad: from Georges Eanl: has fluctuatecL from 22.3 million pOlll1ds 
in 1929 to 50 million pounds in 1934. Since 1934· it ba,s fluctuated between 78 and 
122 million pouncls. 

Service biologists at the W'oods Hole, Mass., Laboratory are studying the 
causes of these fluctuations. Some of the variations in catch are clue to economic 
conditions, but the g~reatest fluctuations are broup)1t about by changes in the 
aot:tn.<3.ance of fish due to natural causes. The reasons for these natural fluctLlations 
are still not clearly un.O.erstooc1. 

The ages of the fish that support the Georges Ba.nl: fishery r.?Jlge from one to 
nine years. The number of fish in each age group varies treme~ously. In some 
years there are ver;y successful brooc13; in others there are virtual failures. The 
causes of these variations in brood strenGths are being studied.. 

. The 1948 brood was unusl1<.911 v large and has been the main support of the Georges 
Bank fishery for two years o It Will continue to contribute a la~e share of the 
lmddock this year, but in smaller nmnbers in succeeding years o 'l'ne future of the 
Georges Bank haddock depends upon the strengths of the oncoming broods of fish. 

. _ . ..Al)o\~t 130 million pounds of ha¢klocl<: are lancle?-- at NevJ Enc:lano. ports w..nUc:,'l1ly. 
In 11.;)50 the v8~ue of the catch 'fJaS ~)12,OOO, 000. Aoout 70 per cent of the haO.CLock 
landed normally come from Georges Bank. 

The catch of ha,delock SUrpasses th·'),t of the famous coctfish by over 50 million 
pounds annuallyo 
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HADDOCK CATCH ~O JECRE..~ on GEOBGES BAliK n~ 1952 

The 1952 catch of haddock on Georges Bank will be 89.0 million pounds if the 
fishing effort is the same this jrea.r as last, it was announcecl today by the Fish 
and. ~,:'lilcllife Service. This is a reduction of 2.3 million pounds or 2.5 per cent of 
last yearts catch of 9103 million pounrls. 

The E'ish and \vilc11ife Service has been st~ving the hadclock populations on 
Georges Ballir for many years anC~ has now accwnulated enough information on the life 
histOl1T of ti~e fish to ~~re predictions of catch possible. 

The first precliction was m..~,cLe in April 1951 for the catch of that year, and 
proved. to be 98.4 per cent accnrate. The 1952 prediction is made on the assUf4Ption 
tha.t ti.le hadclock fleet '\vill be fishing the same number of cl.ays aD last year. If 
fishing is less intense, lanclings will be correspondingly less. 

The cle{~ree to which Georges 3ar~::: is fishec;. de])ends in part on the abtmdance 
of fish on the nearby Nova SCOti8 . .l1 3&1.1::S. During the early months of 1952 large 

.. catches have been taken from these banl:s by the l~l,rger trawlers sailing out of 
Boston. If the great abunde~ce of fish on Nova Scotian Banks continues, Georges 
Bank will be fished less this year than last. 

The catch of haclc1.ock :crom Georges Ean1: has f1uctl19,tecl from 223 million pounds 
in 1929 to 50 million pounds in 1934. Since 1934 it h~s fluct~~ted between 78 and 
122 million pounds. 

Service biologists at the \1oods Hole, Mass., LD:Ooratory are studying the 
causes of these fluctuations. Some of the variations in catch are due to economic 
conai tions, but· the greatest fluctuations are brought about by changes in the 
abundance of fish clue to natural caLlses. The reasons for these natural fluctL1ations 
are still not clearljT unci.erstoocl .• 

The ages of the fish that support the Georges Bank fishery range from one to 
nine years. The number of fish in each age group varies tremeJ."lp.ously. In some 
years there are very successfl1l broo.ds; in others there are vi rtual failures. The 
causes of these variations in brood strengths are beinc: studied.. 

The 1948 brood was tl.}j,llsua113T large and b.as oeen the main sl1plJort of the Georges 
Bank fishery for two years o It '\dll continue to contri~ute a large shc'1.re of the 
hc'1.clc1ock this year, but in smaller numbers in succeeding years o The future of the 
Georges Bank hadcl..oc:c depends upon the strengths of the oncoming broods of fish. 

About 130 million pounds of· hacLCLocl-c are landed at Nev'T Encland ports annually. 
In 1950 the value of the catch vIas ¢12,OOO,OOO. About 70 per ~cent of the had.clock: 
landed. normally come from Georges :Banlc. 

) The catch of hadclock surpasses tlw,t of the famous coc1.fish by over 50 million 
pound.s annuallyo 
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