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THE SEA SCALLOP FISllli-P.:! 

United States Dep;lrtment of the Interior. 

Prior to the year 1937 the landing of a. seallop dragger direct from the 

fishing iiI'Ounds was a rnritT at the Port of Boston. Beginnin,:? with 1937 there 

has been a cOl"..atant trend upwards in the number of iLdi'Tidual h,ndings and 

tot;...l poundage.' This is illustrated in the accompanyillg' table. 

This tnble illustrates u jure? from a little over 8,0'00 pounds in 1937 

~ the first 8 months of the Clll"-

GUz, .... ing Septwber and October.. In spite of the fact that the direct su;)ply of 

t.his shell fish h;::s incren.5cd, the,riee trend has 'been stett.dily um!.lard with ,m 

average of 11.}~ a pound in 1938 to 16.;2¢ in 1940. If the ",resent tr<end in 

il.nu 45 tathems. AlthoUGh scattered ;1.11 ov-er the ban.k.5 of the N·:)rth AtlBctie, 

'?\,:~T{: 
~1I~" 



'!'he fishing saa:r.cn extends thMUgh the entire ye(i,l" but the catches '-'ire 

seriously curtailed during the winter wontha. Toope!"8te suc:cess£ully A scal1o') 

drriglrer needa f,'iirq calm ~rreatl:er due. to the :t1.\Ct. th,,~t hea11Y !SweUs lift the 

dr<~g orr the bot tom <$nd out of the range of the 5callQP3 which ,::;'1'0 on the QCe.1in 

noor. In aduition,. the t:fr1ic.a,l. offshore scaUop hoat~ 'fdll ::t"'''t.ra~re only 65 feet 

in len{tth ;1tnd 1s not big c:nough to rls~ t.he nZ{2l\1rd.{)tls wtnter stort:us. Therefore, 

tte best, :: .. onths in regard to ~;u;mtiti~s. bllded are Mn,y t,hrough November. 

'file scallop is ]iarvested by .ll1fl'iflS of f.\ Urn.i:; cor;sistir"s o£ a rigid trl­

ortiiU1r,\!- snar::ed ;;c.ir of arr:1S att~tcl.e<l to ~1. rl;cttinf;ul<.f" fru;ta 9 - 12 t~et lonii! 

end 12 - 15 inches hi:,~h. This l"igid friJiJ.".C !'OTlilS the orH~ni;;g to t.he net proyqr 

w..l)icl1 is 5 teet dee~1 .~nd consists of'·~ top section mde ot 38.:511 cord. ;"'lElmhea ,wd 

a bot.tom aeetion lDiide up of furol1 01" tEn 3-inch iron r1n~r8 joi!~ed by I-inch iron 

links. These ra.ther heavy Ifif;ees of fishin~: ec.uim~ent aN uaed in :)ai.rs, {me 

bein6 fished nrl tM.eh side rimultaneously. The to~~'ir.g t.ilflfJ ger,~r;,;l;r is 15 - 45 

::d.nuteo de;.;€nd.1ng o,~ the type of bottOt'nnd ntuI1r:!anee of scallops. 

rh~ C.\vert~;;;e o.f'fshore scallop dr"i,:::;~rer ~rrles B or 10 r:en f;md,ror' ... a OIl a 

6-h(}1.1r-on !H'l.d J-hour-off ::;cl.efit1:,e. These hcurs are lopg but. ftre a big im)}rove­

:..ltent. over conditlt)ns ~/f <1 ft."'Iw ye;~rt1 b",.c:< Ah:n th'ill cre'N often wOl-l·uxi the CLOCi{ 

Cir-·JunO. The share 3]ster:: is: f~,,,o.rtob112 to the crew "I",/1 the si1:-L:~e per tri;J is 

hi,;h but tr.a arJ!tti'; L ~w(;.rage i&) cut dc:);m cond dar;;,b~1 by eurt!:<l.ln:er:t of fl.iJh1ntr 

c:,ul."i ~C the wintt1ll'" lilootha .. 
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·~t1t;z:.!!S value f!L ~ _oalloR MJldinRs 

Average 
Year 

Boston Number 
of price per 

Qu~'titr_~._I~l~~ ___ ~_bua.nt:ity Value trips pound' 

New Fngl~~d States 

, Pounds Pounds 
1935 i, "70 O"f'\ $231,000 I .... , \) , ~;C) y'. . .. ! 

1937 15,659,000 629,387 ... ~ .... ; 1:1 ~" 75"" i 

1938 15,850,500 622,001 1 . 15"'''- 88" , 4~, t), 

1939 17,177,900 9$1,331 1,782,383 ~ 
1940 .... . ... yl;140,565 
1941 .. .. . .. .. 1,012,636 

~ Boston, Gloucester, and Po~tland. 
~ Figures through August. 

., . . • • • • • • 
$ 1,147 i · . . . . . 
94,143 ' · .. n .. ;o; 

232,509 140 III' 13.03 
186,107 100 16.32 
187,850 SS .. 18.60 



SOME ST.!\.TISTICS 
on the 1/ 

S~ SOP~OP FISHE~ 

In reSponse. to a l1ulilber of inquiries regardinG the present 
status of the Ne'·l England Sea Scallop Fishery J available data concerning 
this fishery have been tabulated and sutiunarized. 

Fairly cOliwlete records of landings in l.Iic1dle Atlantic and 
North Atlantic States extend back to 1?29 and there are sporadic records 
fOll,years back to 1889. These are tabulated in Table 1 by states. 

The importance of New Bedford as the principal sea scallop 
port in recent years is shown by Table 2 in which the landings at that 
port are compared with the landings for the entire Atlantic ·coast for 
the"years 1938 to 1950. 

In Figure 1 are outlined the pri;'lcipal grounds which are now 
fished for sea scal1op~. The variation in production of these various 
grounds from 1944 to 1950 is presented in Te.ble 3. 

An indication of the intensity of fishing is shoTnn· by Table 4 
in 'VThich tho number of trips made is tabulated for the years 1944 .. 1950. 
This table als~ gives an expressioh of the relative abundance (catch 
per boat per day) of scallops on all banks as a ,",hole for that period. 

Table .5 presents rG.lative abundance data {catch per day} 
for the various areas fished during the 1944-1950 period. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has no records of areas fished 
for scallops previous to the year 1944 and the data for years subsequent 
to 1950 have not yet been p~ocesscd. 

11 Prepared by the North Atlantic Fishery Investigations, Fish and 
WlldlifG SOr'V'ice, U. S. Department of the Interior, T'oods Hole Station, 
Woods Hole, ~iassachusetts, Hay 19.52. 



.J.n..liJ.:I.\!l .l:..;OO-L-anf:!Jngs ot' sea sCc!-:~~i?psby state and r.Qg;i.on,,-lP69-19t)O. lIn pounds) •. 
"-

-~-.---... -.,------ -.-.-- -- ._._-- - --..... -- .. ---~.-. 
Total Total Total Total 

Year Haine flJass. Rhode Con.n. New New New Middle Chesn T)oake Atlantic 
Island England York Jersey Atlantic 11 States -----_._,- , .... -.---------.-----:--~-----.--..:::::!.---

1889 295,299 28,550 323, 81~9 * * -l(- * * 1898 166,509 198,L/~0 36/~, 911.9 * * * * * 
1902 114,656 19,200 . 133,856 . {~ * j!- * * -
1905 4.15,600 15,005 430,605 * * * * * 
1919 72,512 42,:)00 114,812 * * * "* * 
1924 200, 511~ 132,600 339, llL~ * .. * * * * 
1926 * *. ,. -Xo -K- * 1,067,964 1~7,436 1,115,400 * 
19?8 326,1713 119,124 29,970 475,272. * * * * "* 1929 . 358,570 446,2~0 824,850 1,610,:310 56,700 1,667,010 2,191,860 
1930 436,416 510,738 947 ~ 1%. * * * * * 
1931 586,870 493,663 423 1, 0l50, 956 1,097~868 154,364 1,252,232 2,333,188 
1932 607,780 869,631~ 94,527 1,571,941 1,531,587 240,234 1~ 771,821 3,343,762 
1933 1,073,172 1,029,097 55,926 2,158,195 1, 823;L~92 373,589 2,.197,081 72,645 4,427,921 
1934 * * -lE- * * * * * * * 1935 7La,2oo 921 ... ,300 2,600 1,'670,100 2,213,500 L~26,600 2,640,100 4,310,200 
1936 * 7i- * * * * * * * * 1937 679,400 4,976,'100 2,700 5,659,000 2,818,700 234,100 3,052,800 10,809 8,722,600. 
1938 792,900 5,057,200 400 5,850,500 2,911-49 800 114,000 3,058,800 8,909,300 
1939 593,500 6,584,400 7,177,900 2,590,500 20,100 2,610,600 9,788,500 
1940 199,100 5,191,700 100 5,390,900 2,181., L.OO . 67,500 2,251,900 7,642,800 
1941 ** ** **. ** ** ** ** ** ** 7,864,~00 
19!~ 132,100 6,007,200 lOG 25,000 . 6,161t ,1.OO 962,200 '56,400 1,018,600 7,183,000 
1943 232,700 4,609,500 1.,81.2,200 686,L1-00 300 686,700 5,528,900 
1944 77,800 4,158,700 26,500 1~,263,000 605,600 100 605,700 4, 86B,700 
1945 71,400 3,920,200 2,600 3, 991h 200 1, (,/!f-) 9 100 6R,500 1,71(',600 5,710,800 
1946 136,800 9,438,300 3,000 9,578,100 1,96';,100 69 ,800 2,049,350 11,h13,OOO 
19L,7 507,100 12, 52.'t'j 600 1,600 6,000 13,039,300 1,L.Al,000 173,000 1,611.,800 14, f,511., l'lO 
1948 453,686 11,638,057 12,091,7L.3 3,31B,200 8Y5,100 4,15J,300 100 

. 16, 24t).11~3 
1949 508,916 13,178,905 1),687,821 2,91,863 1~2P,872 2,950,735 16,638,t;l)6 
1950 52/~, 824 13,186,177 17,000 13,723,001 lu 0.4.5,437 693,123 4.738,560 1P,466,561 
--- .... -- ---.-.,-. --- _.· ___ 4 _________ • _______ •• ___ • __ ~ .. ________ • 

1/ Virginia and Haryland 
-1(. No ea ta a va Ua ble 
*-)(- No brea1cdoY!n by stQte or rcp,ion 



Table 2 : -

.... --_.- ---------Tercen'€ 

Year' Nffi'i Bedford Atlantic Coast Landed at 
New Bedford 

---------...-.-.--.--~ 

1938 4,255 8,909 c 47.8 

1939 4,733 9.739 48.4 

1940 4,414 ~ 7,643 57.8 

1941 5,519 7,865 70.9 

1942 5,446 1,183 15.8 

1943 3,832 5,529 69.3 

1944 4.009 4,869 82,3 

1945 3,897 .5 l 711 68.3 , . 
1946 8;940 11,613 77.0 

1947 10,6'15 14,654 72.8 

1948 10,082 . 16,245 62.1 

1949 11,70'1 16,639 70.4 

1950 11,982 18,467 63.9 



:'. , ' "" 

TAH;[ ',3. --Pr(lductjcn of sea sc:r 110ns b" fishing ai-eEl os len<!ed et New Bedford, lV.aH~lS'''' . .-50. 

is'!!:! 1950 '-r '\' ',19' •• > . 19·.6 ' 19·.6. 1~N7 ,--,.-----'--------

Fisi.inf( Area _ _ ~?_und_~E'.~f::.n_t __ .p..?unds. _F.:rcent . Pounds _~er...:e~t: __ Pcunds yercel1t~ 
Il! ,'.'; 

Founds 1>ercen'b' , 
1%9 

PoUnds' Percent' Found.s Percent' 

Stellwvgen or Ii.lddle , :40,088 ~'l~OI --; 0.0, 4'_,700 b.5' r S5,400: 0.8 
Bank (Xli.I1:-E) l' I ' 

30,246 0.3 81,950 I 
, I 

, I ' 

W. Side So. Chennel 
flO 'Buoy, .i Moon Shl. 
& Ell. Chanr.el (X;~II-G) 

Cultivator. ~r.oals) 
(XXII-E) 

Northern Edge 
(XXII~J) 

Sc~theost Georges 
(XXII-ill) 

Southwest Georges 
(XX:rI-N) 

Nr n tucke'~ s1:~iilc 
CXXII-O) . 

I 
I 
I 

1 

240,529 6.0: ,,31,230 

\ 
40L"8131 10.0, 701,430 

2,325,111 ,,9'8:0 :1, 987 ,385 

',~, 

400,t&1':, 10.0: '136,;;,>~ 

"12u.E~.5 ,,~; 'S.D:' llf:l;S05 

',81,057 . 12.(), 5'15,;;f\7 

8.5 563,221 . 6.3 .. 1,356,414 

18.0 992,:342 . 11.1 '1,195.6i2 

51.0' ~l,N,5.58B ' 45.7 7 ;G2S: I Sb"O 

. 3.5 , .143,040 1.6 \'6,0'(6 

Z • 0 ~ 2. "369 t lOii 126;5 I 

I 
8',:3 39 .. ,979 1".0 7'12,021 

I 

12.8 1,1,1,92,107 14.8 2,411.€76 \ 

11.2 ' hl,l'!6 ' 

.' I 

70.5 ~,3,770,59.5 

O.~l 2,27b,· .. 8b 

;, 0.0 90,736 

3.7 i 2,086;934 

I , ; 
1.4 ,>o!::S,286. 

! 
37,.4 : 4,237,994 

, I . , 

2.2.6. 1.,52;193.\' 
I. 

0.9 <168)287 , 

20.7' 3,816,536 

1 
! 

0." 203,6~7 i 1.7 

.2C.6 '2,048,955 17.1 

4.0 ; 59'.910 0.5 

36.2 '2.180,758, 
! . 

18.2 

1.3 ,'2,02,"",89 16.9 
i 

22.9 I 
21.3 I 

' •• 0 i 2,N3,Cl20 

I 
32.6 I 2,552,205 
i I 

Off Fire Island Inlet 
(S::: of .An:brose. Lt.) I 
(Xli.III) 

\ ' . 
. 0.0;, 77;936, 2.0 (J;(; 10,675. 0.1 1'1,05" i" 1.9 i 70,243 0.6 167,7bl: 1.4 I 

-,"---,,-'..;' ;'-' ..,-- .-~ ... ------ - -!~. -'-" .--~~i_,._..J6bnw_&It!S~" ~+ - '. ===~ f 
areBS ",(lOS, 812 lOO .. Oi 3, 896,833 100.0 '. 8, %0,016 :100.0,10. e75,lOO 11\.0. 0 ~o, mn,805 1100. a ill, 707,165 10,1.0 111,982,185 ,100.01 
___ --: __ -'-____ ---'''-'-_-:-'.L! _________ --i~._~~ .. =___''''''~.. I ..1. . 

i, 

Tdel ell 



Table 4: ~er of triJ2.s and c~tch'per day tor New 
. -Bedford sea scallop t~~~t, 1944-l95q. 



Table .5 Catch rer day of Sea Scallops bl area 
1944-1950 
(in Eoundsl 

XXII XXIII 
E 0 G H J M N 

Eastern Nan. Shoals W .. Side E. Side Northel'll o ent ral Southwest Off 
Year Mass. & South South Edge /); /J; S.:;]:. Georges Long 

Lightship Channel Channel N.E. Peak: Georges Island 
Grounds 

1944 i~022 1,596 1,,]68 1,609 1,886 1,842 2,054 -
1945 - 1)456 1,6,]0 1r624 1,698 1,727 1.633 1,080 

1946 1,102 1,505 1,365 1,677 1,870 1,782 1,990 --
1947 945 1, '794 1,436 1,,642 1,734 1,.626 -- 450 

1948 906 ~t389 1,229 1,336 1,307 1,392 1,260 I~035 

;1.949 1,021 1,456 1.350 1~525 1,364 1,411 1,323 1,026 . , J 

1950 1,286 1,806 1,456 lt463 1,606 1,658 1,766 1,319 
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