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SALMON
(Sumﬁary for the mevting of tihe Atlantic States Merine Fish-
eries Commission, September 1946)

The report forwarded to Mr. Higzins on Ea} 3, 1946, "The New Engiand Sal~
mon Restoration Fruvram“, covers the background of the salmon restoration work
and an outline of the objectlves, program, and progress made prior to the apting
of 1946. This report has been read and approved by the Commissioners of the
‘two Haine Departments which are cooperating in the program, and I have recommended
that it be printed to’proviﬁa an authoritative record of the early devsloprment
of the saluon program. If soples can be provided to the A&lantic States Harine
Fisheriea Commission memhers,.it will not be necessary to cover this background
material in tﬁe current report to the Counission.

Further progress in salmon restoration éark appears to hinge prinarily
on evaluation and control of the factors causing mortélity in fresh water and
formulation and adoption of more effective administrative procedures for con-
trolling the taking of returning adult salumon by poaching and legal fishing in
the mouths of salmon sireams.

During the War, work on aalmon carried on by Louis Stringer, was limited
prineipally to the marking end planting of young salm@alpraducﬁd at the Cralg
Brook hatchery. Host of the sarked fish were planted in the Pencbacot and in three
axperimantal.rivera where current conditions are much improved over those existing
in past.year; when the salmon runs were wiped out. Up to the present, no réturna
have besn observed from these sxperiments, indicating that mortality in fresh
or salt water has been very heavy or perhaps total. It had beea hoped that
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the study of stream mortality and it eauvses cculd be begun during the past
sumcer, but limitations in fundz, personnel, snd the impossibility of obtalin-
ing delivery on squipment, made it impossible €o do more thaa preliminary work.
‘A limited smount of ruitable equirment will be avallsble by next spring so

that if perscnnel and funds are avaiiable , it will be possible to begin & basie
study of the factors causing stream mortality and methods for their control.
Worth-while work on large, mich-dsmmed rivers such as the Peuobscol and caxh
necticut, wiil not be possible unless greater facilitics are awallable than
now appears possible. Granted sdsquate funds, it should be possible to deter—
mine the practicability and cost of getiing adult sigrating fish up over the
succession of dass to the spawning grounds and young, svewsrd migrants dowm
over the dams or through ﬁm turbines to the zea; and io determine the sxtent
to which pollution is a limiting factor. However, this iﬁ a major problem and
will require adequate financing to offer much hops of success.

Control of ths taking of salmon by anglers, commercisl fishermen, and
poachers, is a funotion of the State authorities, but it is our epinion that
these authoriiies have not besen given an adequate administrative setup or
legal authorization o exsrcise this control effectively. The Fish and Wildlife
Service ina-s cooperated with the Maine Cormissioners of Imland Fisheriss and
Game and Sea and Shore Fisherles, and with other Haine representatives, in
developing recommendations for improving these conditions. These recomnendations
are now being studied by the Specisl Salmon Committee zppointed by Goveraor

Hildreth, of which Hr. Frank Baker is Chairman. A copy of the recommendations is
included with this report.



