
Port of New Bedford 

The Fishery 

The landings ': " 

Flounders and sea scallops have comprised the principal f~shery 

( 
of New Bedford for the past decade. During the early 1930's, the 

i', ,./ ! I I 

principal specie of flounder was blackbacks but with increased 
/ f ' " ! .," .. ' 

public appreigation, the yellowtail was sought until in 1942 it 
! \ ; 

,: ! ! , 'comprised about 60 per cent by weight of the landings at New 

I ' 

5 
Bedford. Table ~ summarizes the available data and indicates the 

steady increase in total landings and the landings of the principal 

species. The quantities of sea scallops ,meel:(JfI~lj and blackbacks 

have remained relatively constant during the past six years. Almost 

the entire increase in the fishery was dependent upon the yellow-

tail. With the decrease of the yellowtail landings in 1943 a number 

of the larger vessels turned t,o groundfish and brought in increasing 

. quantities of haddock and cod. This trend continued in 1944, The 

_total landings 'J'.av~-been about 69,000,000 pounds during the first 
._.L ;f" I' 

10 months of this year and r.taddock Bas, become t~-i>!m;ipa..l.-specie~ 

~. slightly more than yellowtail. 

Landings through the year fluctuate moderatel~,usually with a 

-peak in May and a low point in February. Table 1 indicates the re-

cent landings of principal species by quarters, Considerable fluc-

tuations in species occur. Most of the mackerel are landed in May, 

June, and November. The best yellm~ail months are in late summer 

and January. Blackbacks are abundant principally in May and June. 

Haddock are ]~nded through the summer and cod mostly in spring, 

late summer, and fall. 
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Prior to price ceilings there was a considerable fluctuation 

in landings through the week. It has been the custom for some 

time in New Bedford to ship fish to New York Sunday evening to 

meet Monday morning's market which was especially good for New 

Bedford's fish. Sunday usually brought the best prices and hence 

many fishermen planned to land fish on this day. Other good days 

were Monday and Tuesday while the slackest days were Thursday and 
~ f ~ 

I 

Friday (Table /"1). 

The Fleet 

The flounder fishery has long been a small-boat fishery. 

Blackbacks which were the first fish pursued by these vessels to 

a great extent .are found mostly close to shore in less than 15 

fathoms of water. It was and is a favor~te species for 35 to 50 

foot boats. With the inception of the yellowtail fishery, slightly 

larger boats became interested because these occur generally 40 to 

80 miles from New Bedford in approximately 20 fathoms of water. 

Table 3 summarizes the number of vessels and trips made in 1943. 

Those vessels of less than 40 gross tons are restricted for safety 
I 

I 

sake to grounds within about 90 miles of New Bedford and their 

catch is composed almost entirely of flounders. Those of more than 
farther afield. 

40 gross tons range? is srsz Part of these are scallop 

vessels which range from 40 to 70 gross tons and which ~ fish 2-

George's Bank and South Channel or from 100 to 200 miles from New 

Bedford. Other vessels of this size and larger bring haddock and 

cod and again fish parts of George's Bank which average about 150 

miles from this port. 



Prior to the application of fish price ceilings few of the 

vessels in New Bedford were owned by the fish dealers. None were 

oVlTIed directly by a fish company and in 1942 only 11 were owned 
11 

indirectly as far as is kno~~ By indirectly, it is meant that 

the vessels were owned by individuals who had part ownership in 

fish companies or that the same individual was interested in both 

the vessel corporation and the fish buying corporation. 

The Dealers 

The port of New Bedford for many years was simply a shipping 

point for fish destined f or Boston and New York. The fish were 

Janded at New Bedford mostly because the port was convenient to 
,_{" ,'. l' '. 

the fishing grounds and the :ee.t found it unprofitable to make the 
-

long run to the market. During the early 1930's some wholesalers 

started in bU1?iness in New Bedford paying cash for the f ish but 

still shipping them to the larger cities. With the increase in 

popularity of the yellowtail and its adaptability for filleting, 

fillet plants started in operation in New Bedford in 1939. This 

fish processing industry has grown rapidly until, at the present 

writing, there are 18 fillet plants in business (Table 4). 

In 1940 the Atlantic Fishermen's Union made an agreement with 

the buyers by which fish were sold at a public auction every 
at 

morning. Buyers.-lt this auction were limited to those firms pos-

sessing unloading facilities. Many fillet plants are situated away 

from the waterfront and hence two types of firms have developed. 

The first or primary buyers are those with unloading facilities and 
fillet 

mayor may not... fish in addition. All but two of the fillet 

plants are secondary buyers. 

·11 According to the ownership of v~ssels listed in 19~-43 
New England Fishing In~ Handbook, Boston, Mass. 1942. 



The Processing 

Fish processing in New Bedford is nearly limited tofilleting. 

No smoking, salting, dressing, or drying of fish products is under-

taken. No by-products plants for fish meals, oil, or glue are 

located in the city. Cold storage facilities have been limited to 
,,- '>----lJtl' 

a. single plant with ~ a,capacity of/J5,OOO 
" ,'I. \ 

pounds a day PI, f ng. 

Some fish are frozen in this plant; a little more in plants in Boston 

and New York)but the bulk of the fish are sold unfrozen. Additional 

freezing facilities are now being built ,in New Bedford but are not 

yet in operation. 

A fish cannery started in business in New Bedford in 1941 but 

few of the species landed at this port are desirable for canning. 

1fuckerel, a good species for canning, when landed here in the spring 

and fall, usually brings the best prices in the fresh fish market 

and canners have difficulty competing hence this cannery is depen-

dent almost entirely upon fish from other ports for its operation. 

The Market 

Most of Mew Bedford's fish are sold fresh to the large cities 

of the eastern seaboaJd. The traditional market is New York City 

but large quantities/are shipped to Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 

and a few offue inland cities; such as, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Spring-

field and others. 

4 
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Distribution After Price Ceilings 

Application of fresh fish price ceilings on July 13, 1943 

imposed a completely new selling technique on the New Bedford 

fishery. It had been customary to purchase fish at a public 

auction. Usually vessels went to no predetermined dealer but 

rotated amongst the various buyers according to the bidding. Some 

buyers specialized in scallops; some in mackerel; others in flat-

fish so that vessels landing these items would frequent certain 

dealers more 

from someone 

than others but always were subject to a higher bid 
O-u·j I !. 1'1 , 

else. 1 A·I'ew vessels were owned by buyers in the New 
(I 

Bedford market but were commonly bought by other dealers who paid 

the highest prices. The custom of many years had been maintained. 

The captain of t he vesseloou1d s ell his fish to whom he chose •.. 

Shortly before the effective date of fresh fish price ceilings 

the New Bedford buyers had agreed on a voluntary allocation plan. 
,'. i I 

/The basis of the plan was the percentage of each important species 

of fish purchased during the 12 months preceding the price ceilings. 

The dealers agreed to split the landings each day according to this 

percentage as closely as possible. The data on purchases and the 

percentages were compiled by the Office of Coordinator of Fisheries 

and weekly checks were made of the purchases of t he various dealers 

so that all might be informed of the percentages each h~d bought. 

This plan functioned for about 2 months.when intense opposition 
new 

from fishermen, -prospective/fish buyers, and the city of New 

Bedford preventing its being made official by order of the Secretary 

of the Interior. It was abandoned. 



primary wholesaler a markup of two cents plus a schedule of container 

allowances so liberal that, in many cases, a half-cent a pound profit 

could be made on this item alone and an already good bu~iness becmme 
I 

extremely attractive. 
" 

Several individuals who had extensive interests in ~fishing 

vessels began organizing companies to buy and sell fish at the whole-

sale level. The three more successful of these companies included 

many owners of fishing vessels as shareholders; upon the natural 

premise that a man who owns an interest in the company will sell 

his fish to that company. During the fall of 1943 these concerns 

were engaged in organization and the construction of fish handling 

facilities. By January 1, 1944 most of them were able to handle 

large volumes of fish. After this transition in the fall of 1943, 

the distribution of fishbecame more stabilized, there was compari-

tively little change in the percentages purchased by the various 

classes of dealers between the first quarter of 1944 and the second 

quarter of 1944, Accordingly, it seems desirable to make prinGipal 
! 

I,',', " 

comparisons between the first qnart.e~ of 1943 and the first qU~I'te!' 

of 1944 to determine the effect of price ceilings. 

The effect of price ceilings is somewhat obscured because of 

the expansion of New Bedford landings and a shift from yellovvtail 

to haddock. This change has made it seem undesirable to separate 

these species in t he analysis of distribution. Instead ye11oV'rtai1 

and haddock and all other dragger caught fish or groundfish have 

been grouped together. 

, 
" 
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Table ~ outlines the changes both in pounds and percentages 

among the various concerns. The classification of concerns is 

somewhat arbitrary and space on the table does not allow a complete 

description. Of the concerns established before July 1, 1943 the 
i' 

three large are largest as far as both poundage and value of fish 

handled are concerned and they are also the three oldest; all being 

more than ten years old. These three large firms handled the bullc 

of the scallops, mackerel, haddock, and cod and very considerable 

quantities of yellowtail and blackback. The three small firms are 

those three smallest from the standpoint of volume of fish and are 

also the youngestjvarying in age from four to eight years. They 

specialized principally in flatfish. 

Of the concerns established after July 1943 the three large 

are those which, in addition to having become the largest, are 

firms in which the principal directors and shareholders are boat 
j, 

ffimers. These firms have thus definitely determined their supp=o/ 

of fish. The four small firms in this group are ones which own a 

few vessels but are dependent to a larger extent upon the indepen-

dent vessels for their supply of fish. 

T he quantities of fish attributed to unknown purchasers have 

been compiled from the captain's estimates or "hailsn as the fish 

are landed. This item is composed almost entirely of sales on com­

mission to the New York City market or ~'markets but are classed 

as New Bedford landings because the fish are landed at and shipped 

from New Bedford. 

The shift of fish to the new companies has been most marked 

in the case of scallops WhiChgiS a high-priced item in great demand· 



'/ 

and which is most often rumored to be sold on the black market;-.i , .., " 

Conversely, the species which has shifted least to new dealers has 

been mackerel which has no price ceiling and which has been subject 

to c ompeti tive bidding. Thus the old dealers who, prior to price 

ceilings, had handled virtually all the fish: handled 72 per cent of 

the mackerel; 25 per cent of the scallops; and 3 per cent of other 

fish in the first 6 months of 1944. This comparison is somewhat 

misleading because of the flucUations in quantities landed but the 

changes in actual quantities show the same t rend. The old dealers 

in the first half of 1944 handled 11 per cent less mackerel; 80 per 

cent less scallops; and 45 per cent less of other species than in 

the corresponding period of 1943, 
, ) 

The fixation of a ceiling price/belmqwhich fish were seldom 

sold had made it unnecessary for New Bedford fishermen.to plan 

their trip in order to get the best prices. It has been mentioned 

previously that prior to price ceilings heavy landings were usual 

early in the week from Sunday to Tuesday. A comparison of t he dai~y 

landings in t he second quarter of 1943 with those in the same period 

for 1944 (Table 7) indicates that this t rend had disappeared. In 

1944 Monday had the heaviest landings but this was caused largely 
I 

blf an increase in the quantity of fish landed by vessels which ape 

prohibi ted from selling on Sunday by rules of the Atlantic Fisher-

men's Union. Hence, if Monday is to be averaged with Sunday, it is 

to be noted that the preponderance of landings early in the week 

has disappeared. 

Since New Bedford has always depended upon selling the fish 
'. "9 



fresh, the heavier landings in the latter part of the week have 

ERe probably increased the strain on cold storage facilities. 

Heavy landings on Thursday and Friday are usually not readily 

absorbed by the fresh market and must be frozen. However, another 

factor may have affected this. The Army in early 1944 was buying 

large quantities of fish/almost all of which were frozen and thus, 

processors found an easy outlet for fish at any time. 

Rumors of flagrant black markets have been current in New 

Bedford since the inception of price ceilings. Most dealers report 

that they have heard of many black market violations. The author, 

himself, heard an out of tovm buyer offer cash on the side for 

scallops within a week after price ceilings were applied ..... ~"j 
_ ........ ----'.-.,. •• ~-'- T '-' __ '--';---o<~._._, ... -<T -or .• ... '-.--,_- .... -~>~ .".' ",-,--,=-
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Economic Consequences 

The most significant apparent affect of price ceilings on 
. - (, 

distribution of fish in New Bedford has been the 1lrtJlging=-t~fti!te1L 

of boat owners and primary wholesalers. This was doubtless induced 

by the liberal markup allowed the pr~nary wholesaler. It has resulted 

in the condition that every dealer must awn or directly control ves­
a 

sels in order to obtain much fish. Only about/half dozen independent 

vessels still rotate their catches among several buyers. 

The advantages accruing from vessel ownership have naturally 

caused a rise in vessel prices. Many individuals built new vessels 

but because of the long wait involved in getting a new vessel built, 

high prices were offered for older vessels. Numerous instances could 

be cited in which vessels changed ownership at three times or more 

the price that they had brought in prewar years. 

The attractiveness of fish wholesaling and the necessity for 

equipment to handle fish has brought on intense competition for 

labor and materials for the construction of fish unloading facilities. 

The increase in the fish handling capacity of t he port is illustrated 

in Table 4. It is to be noted that the daily landings have increased 

48 per cent since 1942 while the capacity to handle the fish has 

increased 180 per cent. 

It has been claimed ~ since 194~ that New Bedford had an 

inadequate capacity to handle the fish. However, a careful study 

made by the Office of Coordinator of Fisheries during the spring 

months of heaviest landings in 1943 (When the capacity was the same 

as that of December 31, 1942) showed that less than 3 per cent of 

the vessels were being undl1ly delayed in unloading. Some expansion 
\,,~ . 

was ~~s desirable with the increase in landings but), all that 

took place was certainly not necessary for the war effort. ~ 

l 



This duplication of unloading facilities created extra demand 
, 

for labor in a very short,market. New Bedford has been a labor short-

age area all during the war because of textile and electronic indus-

tries. It was necessary to draw from these industries not only for 
d, 

construction labor but for the dock hands whichJwith the excess of 

facilities/must be kept permanently on the payroll to promptly 

handle fish for a short t~e each day. Several new fillet plants 
., 

were constructed after price ceilings but the supply of labor was 
. I ' 
~ - !·r ' .: 

insufficient to completely man them. According to records of the 

fillet cutters' union, 240 people were employed in 10 plants in 
14 

May 1942 and 2p3 in" plants in May 1943. A total compiled mostly 

from reports made to the U. S. Employment Service as of November 4, 

1944 reveals approximately 315 employed as of that date with one 

plant (one which started in business in 1944) employing 80. Exclu-

ding this one plant we may compare 10 plants employing 240 in May 

,// 1942 with 17 plants employing 235 in November 1944 and judge haw 

much the construction of the additional plants aided the war effort. 
, "r ' ". 

! ~ > ' I r' • -_ 

These figures may be biased to some extent by part time help which 

the union would report and which the U. S. Employment Service would 

not)but the fillet plant operators report that they have had very 
( 

little part time help lately. 

The U. S. Empfoyment Service has had rnunerous complaints of 

labor pirating both among~ fillet plants and primary wholesalers. 

This condition was apparently at its worst in early 1944 when the 

new concerns were starting operations and a public meeting was held 

in an attempt to iron out the difficulties. 
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THE TRASH FISHERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND 

IN 1950
11 

By Richard E. Sayles· 

GROWTH OF THE FISHERY 

Greatly increased landings of "trash fish" (species formerly discarded during 
trawling operations) at New England ports during 1949 caused concern because of their 
possible effect on the existing fisheries in the area, especially, since there were 
rumors that large 'numbers of young haddock, cod, and 
flounders were included in these trash landings. 
With the continuing growth of the trash fishery dur­
ing 1950, the U. S. FA:"sh and Wildlife Service began 
a'systematic sampling of the landings, so as to ob­
tain an estimate of the quantities contributed by 
each of the several species landed at southern New 
England ports during that year. 

RED HAKE (UROPHYCIS CHUSS) IS ONE 
OF THE LEADING SPECIES INCLUDED 
IN NEW ENGLAND TRASH FISH LANDINGS 
AND COMPOSES 28.9 PERCENT OF THE 
TOTAL. 

As reported by Snow (1950), trash fish had been landed in small amounts prior 
to 1949 for use as mink food. The increased us~ of fish meal in poultry and hog 
feeds led to an expanded demand by reduction plant operators for raw material to 
augment that afforded by the existing production from menhaden, cannery waste, and 
offal. This situation, together with the fact that flounder fishing (the mainstay 
of the small draggers) was poor, led fishermen to land trash fish in ever-increas­
ing quanti ties. 

If tnis new and growing fishery were dependent in a me,asurable part on the 
young of important edible speCies, it might adversely affect the established fish­
eries. However, this concept can be accepted only if the morteli tie s between juve­
nile and adult stages were proved to be low I and if the advantage to the marketable 
species in having their competitors and predators removed were disregarded. 

IDTAL LANDINGS 

Landings of trash fish at southern New England ports totaled 90.3 million pounds 
(table 1) during 1950, an increase of 20,1 percent over the 1949 landings of 75.2 
million pounds. This rise, while not as large as that of the previous year when 
trash fishing commenced, indicates that the market for trash fish in this area is 
being maintained. 

New Bedford was again the leading port with 56 million pounds, or 62,1 percent 
of the total. Landings at all southern New England ports increased steadily during 
the first five months, to a peak of 15.8 million pounds in :May. Then, during the 
last week in that month, the price Offered by dealers at New Bedford was reduced 
from $20 to $15 a ton. Similar reductions took place at other ports, resulting in a 
steady decre'ase in trash landings for the last six months of 1950 at all ports, as 
fishermen concentrated on more profitable species. Landings at all ports for Novem­
ber were only 2,2 million pounds, Thus, while the total poundage exceeded'that of 
lIPREPA-RED AT THE REQUEST 'OF THE ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION. TH'E FISH AND 

WILDLIFE SERVICE IS THE STATUTORY RESEARCH AGENCY OF THE COMMISSION. * FISHERY AID, BRANCH OF FISHERY BIOLOGY, U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR. 
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1949, the trend during the latter part of the year was a reversal of the steady 
increases reported from liarch 1949 to l.lay 1950. 

Southern New England Trash Fish Landings--,- 1949-5011 
'. 

Table 1 -

1 9 5 0 1 9 4 92/ 
Thousands Percentage Thousands Percentage 

Locality of lbs. of Total of lbs. of Total 
New Bedford, Mass. ............... 56,041 62.1 44,115 58.6 
Gloucester, Mass. ................ 14,183 15.7 14,567 19.4 
Provincetown, MaSs.~ ••••••••••••• 5,542 6.2 2,234 3.0 
Boston, Mass. .................... 393 0.4 - -
!'point Judith, R. I • .............. 9,404 10.4 9,989 13.3 
Stonington, Conn. ................ 4 735 5.2 4,290 5.7 

Total ••• G ••••••••••••••••••• 90,298 100.0 75,195 100.0 
liFOR REDUCTION AND ANIMAL FOOD. ALTHOUGH THESE FIGURES" COVER ONLY THE PORTS INDICATED, THEY 

PROBABLY ARE VERY CLOSE TO THE TOTAL"NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS FOR THESE YEARS. NOT INCLUDED 
ARE LANDINGS IN MAINE, BUT THE SEA HERRING LANDED"IN THAT ST~TE (ALTHOUGH SOLD FOR REDUC-
TION PURPOSES IN SOME CASES) IS NOT"CONSIDERED"A TRASH FISH AND THE LANDINGS OF OTHER 
SPECIES THAT COULD BE INDICATED AS TRASH FISH ARE NEGLIGIBLE. 

£/LANDINGS AT MINOR CAPE COD PORTS INCLUDED. 

SPECIES COMPOSITION OF THE LANDINGS 
I examined samples of the landings at Provincetown and at New Bedford in Massa­

chusetts and at Point Judith in Rhode Island. 

Thirteen catches were sampled at New Bedford, 5 at Provincetown, and 4 at Point 
Judi th by examining several baskets of fish as unloading progressed. Sorting each 

Table 2 - Species Composition (Estimated) 
of the 1950 Trash Fish Landings at 
Provincetown and New Bedford, Mass., 

and Point Judith, R. I. 
Species 

Composition 
Principal Species: . 

Thousands Percentage 
ot Ibs. ot Total 

Red hake ••••••••••• 21,903 28.9 
Eel pout •••••• ~.... 15,916 21.0 
Skates ••••••••••••• 11~520 15.2 
Whiting •••••••••••• 8,185 10.8 
Long horn sculpin •• 6,973 9.2 
Goosefish •••••••••• 4,699 6.2 
Butterfish ••••••••• 2,350 3.1 
Daylight flounder.. 1,364 1.8 
Yellowtail " • • 834 1.1 
Other food specie~ 1,137 1.5 
Other trash species&- 909 1. 2 

Total............ 75,790 100.0 
111 NCLUDE: DABS, BLACKBACK FLOUNDER, FLUKE, HAD­

DOCK, COD, WHITE HAKE, SEA BASS, SEA HERRING 
HICKORY SHAD, ALEWIVES, AND SCUP. ' 

WINCLUDE: TOADFISH, SHORT HORN SCULPIN, SEA RAVEN 
SPINY DOGFISH, SEA ROBIN, FOUR~SPOTTED FLOUNDER 
AND INVERTEBRATES. ' 

sample by species,' and recording the 
number of species and the weight of 
each sample, it was found that the 
samples taken weighed from 100 to 
500 pounds, depending on the size of 
the load and on the amount of time 
available to return the fish in time 
to be loaded on the truck. Fisher­
men and dealers gave excellent co­
operation during all sampling opera­
tions. 

The practice of taking baskets 
at intervals during the unloading 
of a vessel revealed, for the most 
part, that the same species appeared 
in successive baskets, but the rela­
tive numbers ofa given species vari'ed 
considerably between baskets compris­
ing the sample. The species compo­
sition indicated by a given sample, 
therefore, is a reliable index of the 
composition of a vessel's load, but 
the relative numbers of each species, 
determined by combining the numbers 
in each basket, are at best only 
rough estiIr.ates of the actual n.um­
bers of eac~ species present in the 
load. Tnus, the species cOffiposition 
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of the landings from Provincetown to Stonington, as shown in table 2, may be re­
garded as reliable for species present, but the poundages shown are only an esti­
mate of the true quantities. 

It will be noted in table 2 that red hake was the predominant species, with 
eel pout and skates following in that order. Of the important edible species, 
whiting were landed in the greatest numbers, comprising 10.8 percent by weight of 
the trash fish landed in ports where catches were sampled. 

3 

New Bedford landings included only small quantities of such edible species as 
yellowtail and blackback flounder, dab, butterfish, scup, haddock, and COd. Per­
centages of these species ranged from 1 to 4 percent by weight, except for one sam­
ple which contained 9.2 percent yellowtail flounder. 

At Provincetown, yellowtail flounder was the only important edible 
pearing in large numbers. Three samples contained by weight 11, 14, and 

species ap-
23 percent, 

respectively, yellowtail flounder.· Other edible 
species, such as blackback flounder, cod, and 
haddock ranged from less than 1 percent to a max­
imum of 4·percent. 

At Point Judith, one sample contained 40 per­
cent butterfish. Other samples at this port yield­
ed less than 1 percent of blackback flounder, scup, 
and fluke. 

Conversations with fishermen during field 
trips indicated landings of small yellowtail floun­
ders at Provincetown· in greater numbers than were 
observed in the samples examined at that port. 
Other reports dealt with landings of small butter­
fish at Sandwich, 1~ssachusetts, and at Point Ju­
dith, Rhode ISland. I was unable to confirm the 
Sruluwich report: One vessel's catch at Point 

ONE OF THE SKATES INCLUDED IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND TRASH FISH LANDINGS. 
ALL SKATES COMPOSE ABOUT 15.2 PER­
CENT OF THE TOTAL. THIS PARTICULAR 
SPECIES IS THE BARNDOOR SKATE (RAJA 
LAEVIS) • 

Judith, as mentioned earlier, contained 40 percent butterfish by weight. Such re­
ports often become exaggerated and the fishermen, with few exceptions, are conser­
vation-minded enough to try to avoid taking trash fish in areas .known to contain 
large numbers of the young of important edible species. Therefore, the unconfirmed 
reports cannot be accepted as seriously affecting the estimate of landings by species 
which appears in table 2. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The 1950 trash fish landings for southern New England were 90.3 million pounds. 
Vfuile greater than the 1949 landings of 75.2 million pounds, a reversal of the 1949 

WHITING (MERLUCCIUS BILINEARIS) ALTHOUGH INCLUDED IN NEW ENGLAND TRASH 
LANDINGS, COMPOSES ONLY ABOUT 10.8 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL 
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trend was indicated when landings decreased steadily during the latter half of the 
year, 

Fifty-six million pounds or 62.1 percent Cif the landings were made at New Bed­
ford, while in 1949 only 58.6 percent or 44 million pounds of the total landings' 
were reported at that port. 

Sampling of the landings at Provincetown and New Bedfori, Mass" and at Point 
Judith, R, I" showed that red hake comprised 29 percent, eel pout , 21 percent and 
skates 15 percent of the total. 

New Bedford, with the bulk of the landings, showed the smallest percentage of 
important edible species, One sample contained 9.2 percent yellowtail flounder. 

, Others yielded frOm 1 to 4 percent yellow­
tail and blackback flounder, dabs, haddock, 
cod, butterfish, and souP. Thus, the New 
Bedford ~amples failed to show appreciable 
quantities of young or mature individuals 
of the important edible species. 

'ANGLERFISH OR GOOSEFISH (LOPHIUS PISCATOR­
.ll&) IS ALSO INCLUDED IN THE NEW ENGLAND 
TRASH FISH LANDINGS, BUT THIS SPECIES,COM­
POSES ONLY 6.2 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL CATCH. 

Three of the four samples taken at 
Provincetown showed 11, 14, and 23 percent, 
respectively, of yellowtail flounder, with 
1 to 4 percent of blackback flounder, dabs, 
cod, white hake, butterfish, and pollock, 

On the basis of the samples taken, it appears that the New Bedford fleet is 
not exploiting the young or mature individuals of the important edible species to 
any appreciable extent, On the other hand, large numbers of small yellowtail 
flounders were landed at Provincetown, and at least one load of small butterfish 
was landed at Point Judith, Rhode Island, One sample at Point Judith contained 
40 percent butterfish; others showed small quantities (less than 1 percent) of 
blackback flounder, scup, and fluke. 
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WHLRD 45-04 

Distribution of Fish at New Bedford Extra Data 1942-1944 

6 ADDITIONAL OVERSIZE DATA SHEETS AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO PHOTOCOPY. 

INQUIRE AT THE NORTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER LIBRARY, WOODS HOLE, MA 


