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Port of New Bedford

The Fishery

‘/

The lLandings
Flounders and sea scallops have comprised the principal fisheryr

of New Bedford for the past decade. During the earlj 1930's, the
1 : I

pr1nc1pa1 spec1e of flounder was blackbacks but with increased
1;\ i

publlc apprelgatlon, the yellowtail was sought until in 1942 1t

‘eomprised about 60 per cent by weight of the landings at New
Bedford. Table,l summarizes the available data and 1nd1cates the
steady increase in total landings and the landings of the principal
species. The quantities of sea scallops, mecieereds—and blackbacks
have remained relatively constant during the past six years. Almost

the entire increase in the fishery-ﬁas dependent upon the yellow-

tail. With the decrease of the yellowtail landings in 1943 a number

.. of the larger vessels turned to groundfish and brought in increasing

“’quantities of haddock and cod, This trend continued in 19447 {The

~total 1and1ngs have been about 69,000,000 pounds during the first
1O months - of thls year and haddock has become the-prineipal specie=
,but—eniy‘sllghtly more than yellowtail, !

Landings through the year fluctuate moderately,usually with a

“peak in May and a low point in February. Table 2 indicates the re-

cent landings of principal species by quarters, Considerable fluc-

—

tuations in species occur. Most of the mackerel are landed in May,

June, and November. The best yellowtail months are in late summer

' and January. Blackbacks are abundant principally in May and June.

Haddock are landed through the summer and cod mostly in spring,

late summer, and fall, =




Prior to price ceilings there was a considerable fiuctuation
in landings through the week. Tt has been the custom for some
time in New Bedford to ship fish to New York Sunday evening to
meet Monday morning's market which was especially good for New
Bedford's fish. Sunday usually brought the best prices and hence
many fishermen planned to land fish on this day. Other good days
were Monday ang Tuesday while the slackest days were Thursday and
~ Friday (Table W o “ |
The Fleet
The flounder fishery has long been a sma11450at fishery.
Blackbacks which were the first fish pursued‘ﬁy these vessels to
a great extent are found mostly close to shore in less than 15
fathoms of water, It was and is a favorife species for 35 to 50
foot boats., With the inception of the yellowtaii fishery, slightly
larger boats became interested because £ﬁese occur generally 40 to
€0 miles from New Bedford in approxiﬁately 20 fathoms of water,
Table 3 summarizesrthe number of veésels and trips made in 1943.
Those vessels of less than 49 groSs tons are restricted for safety
‘sake to grounds within aboué 90 miles of Néw Bedford and their
catch is composed almost entirely of flounders. Those of more than
farther afield,
40 gross tons range <iommtallilih: Part of these are scallop
vessels which range from 40 to 70 gross tons and which aam fish &
George's Bank and South Channel or from 100 to 200 miles from New
Bedford, Other vessels of this size and 1arger’£fi£g haddock and
cod and again fish parts of George's Bank which average about 150

miles from this port,.



Prior to the applicatien of fish price Qeilings few of the
vessels in New Bedford were owned by the fish dealers. None were
owned directly by a fish company and in 1942 only 11 were owned

indirectly as far as is known‘l/ By indirectly, it is meant that
the vessels were owned by individuals who had part ownership in
fish companies or that the same individual was interested in both
the vessel corporafion and the fish buying corporétion.

The Dealers

The port of NeW'B;dford for many years was simply a shipping
point for fish destined f or Boston and New York., The fish were
Janded at New Bedford mostly because the port was convenient to
the fishing grounds and théyQth'found it unprdfitable to make the
long runrto the market. Dﬁring the early 1930's some wholesalers
started in business in New Bedford paying cash for the fish but
still shipping them to the larger cities. With the increase in
popularity of the Yellowtail and ité adaptability for filleting,
fillet plénfé started in operation in New Bedfsrd in 1939. Tﬁis
fish proceséing industry has érown rapidly until, at the present
writing, there are 18 fillet plants in business (Table 4).

In 1940 the Atlantic Fishermen's Union made an agreement with
the buyeré by which fish were sold at a pubiic auction every
morning. Buyers .i this auction were limited to those firms pos-
sessing unloading facilities, Many fillet plants are situated away
from the waterfront and hence two types of firms have developed.r

The first or pr%mary buyers are those with.unldading facilities and
may or mgy not ;'l_ll'et fish in addition. All but two of the fillet
piants are secohdary buyers ., ,

-;/ According to the ownership of vessels listed in 1942-43
New England Fishing Ian§§ry Handbook, Boston, Mass. 1942.



The Processing

Fish processing in New Bedford is nearly limited tofilleting.
No smoking, salting,‘dressing, or drying of fish products is under-
taken. No by-products plants for fish meals, oil, or glue are
located in the city. Cold storage facilities have been limited to
‘afsingle plant with e!%g‘aﬁgapacity ézaéz,ooo pounds a day -feessiae,

/’Some fish are frozen in this plant; a little more in plants in Boston
J/ and New York but the bulk of the fish are sold unfrozen, Additional
freezing facilities are now being built iﬁ New Bedford but are not

yet in operation, ;

A fish cannery started in business in New Bedford in 1941 but
few of the species landed at this,port are desirable for ¢anning.
Mackerel, a good species for canning, when landed here in the spring
and £all, usually brings the best prices in the fresh fish market
and canners have difficulty competing hence this cannery is depen-
dent almost entirely upon fish from other ports for its operation.

The Market |

Most of Hew Bedforé's fish are sold fresh to the largefcities
of the eastern seaboafa. The traditional market is New York City
but large quantitiesfére shipped to Boston, Philadelﬁhia, Baltimore
ahd a few of the inland cities;’such as, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Spring-

field and others.




Distributionmﬁfter Price Ceilings

Application of fresh fish price ceilings on July 13, 1943
imposed a completely new selling technique on the New Bedford
fishery. It had been dustomary to pﬁrchase fish at a public
auction. Usually vessels went to no predetermined dealer but
rotated amongstvthe various buyers according to tge bidding. Séme

buyers specialized in scallops; some in mackerel; others in flat-
- fish so that vessels landing these items would frequent certain
dealers more thaﬁ ot%grs but always were subject to a higher bid
from someoneelseft?gif:% Vesselé'were owned by buyers in the New
Bedford market but were commonly bought by other dealers who paid
the highest prices, The custom of many years had been maintained.
The captain of the vesseloould sell his fish to whom he chose,

Shortly before the effective date of fresh fish price ceilings
the New B?Fford buyers had agreed on a voluntary allocation plan,
«”f%e g;sgé of the plan was the percentage of each important species
ﬂ‘of fish purchased during the 12 months preceding the price ceilings.
The dealers agreed to split the landings each day according to this
percentage as closely as possible, The data on purchases and the
pefcentages were compiled by the Office of Coordinator of Fisheries
and weekly checks were made of the purchases of the various dealers
so that all might be informed of the percentages each had bought,
This plan fﬁnctioned for about 2 months when intense opposition
from fishermen, prOSpective/?igh buyers, and the city of New
Bedford,preventing‘its‘beiné made‘gfficial by‘ofder of the Secretary
of the Interior. It was abandoned.

—
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primary wholesaler & markup of two cents plus a schedule of container

allowances so liberal that, in many cases, a half-cent a pound profit

could be made on this item alone and en already good‘bufinese became
extremely attractlve.

Several individuals who had exten31ve interests in k"-flshlnc
vessels began organizing companies to buy and sell fish at the whole-
sale level., The three more successful of these companies included
many owners of fishing vessels as shareholders; upon the natural
premise that 5 ﬁen,who owns an interest in the company will sell
his fish to that company. During the fall of 1943 these concerns
were engaged in organization and the construction of fish handling
facilities. By Jamary 1, 1944 most of them were able to handle
large volumes of fish, After this transition in the fall of 1943,
the distribution of fishbecame more stabilized, there was compari-
‘tively little change in the percentages purchased by the various
classes of dealers between the ?irst‘quarter of 1944 and the second
quarter of 1944, Accordingly, 1t seems desirable to make DrlnGLpal
comparisons between the first qua&%er>of 1943 and the first quaster
of 1944 to determine the effect of price ceilings,

The effect of price ceilings is somewhat obscured because of
the expansion of New Bedford landings and a shift from yellowtail

to haddock. This change has made it seem undesirable to separate
these species in the analysis of'distribution. Instead yellowtail
and haddock and all other dragger caught fish or groundfish have

been grouped together,



/
Table ﬁ’outlines the changes both in pounds and percentages

among the various concerns. ' The classification of concerns is
somewhat arbitrary and space on the table does not allow a complete
description. Of the concerns establlshed before July 1, 1943 the
three large are 1argest as far as both poundage and value of fish
handled are concerned and they are also the three oldest; all being
more than ten years old. These three large firms handled the bulk
of the scallops, mackerel, haddock, and cod and very considerable
quantities of yellowtail and blackback, The three small firms are
those tﬁree'smallest from the Standpoint of volume of fish and are
also the youngest,varying in age from four to eight years. They
specialized principally in flatfish,

Of the concerns established after July 1943 the three large
are those which, in addition to having become the largest, are
firms in which the pr1n01pa1 directors and sharcholders are boat
owners., These firms have thus definitely determlned thelr‘supply
of fishe. The four small firms in this group are ones which own a
few vessels but are dependent to a larger extent upon the indepen-—
dent vessels for their supply of fish.

T he quantities of fish attributed to unknown purchasers have
been compiled from the captainfs estimates or "hails" as the fish
are landed. This item is composed almost entlrely of sales on com-
mission to the New York City market or a%havrmarkets but are classed
as New Bedford landings because the fish are landed at and shipped
from New Bedford.. B |

The shift of fish to the new companies has been most marked

in the case of scallops which is a high-priced item in great demand.
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éhd which is most §ften rumored to be sold on the black marketéﬁ'_‘
Conversely, the species which has shiftéd least to new dealers“has-
been mackerel which has no price ceiling and which has been subject -
to c ompetitive bidding. Thus the old dealers who, prior to price
ceilings, had handled virtually all the fish4héndled 72 per cent of
the mackerel; 25 per cent of the scallops; and 37per cent of other
fish in the first 6 months of 1944. This comparison is somewhat ‘
misleading because of the fluctdations in quantities landed but the
changes in actual quantities show the same t rend., The old dealers
in the first half of 1944 handled 11 per cent 1ess‘mackerel; 80 per
cent less scallopé;‘and 45 per cent less of other species than in

|

the corresponding period of 1943,

Jo

The fixation of a ceilingrPrice,be10W‘which fish were seldom
sold had made it unnecessary for New Bedford fishermen‘tb plan
their trip ;n order to get the best prices. It has been mentioned
previoﬁsly that prior to price ceilings heavy landings were usual
éarly in the week from Sﬁnday to Tuesday. A cémparison of the daily
landings in the secénd quarter of 1943 with those in the same period
for 1944 (Table 7) indicates that this t rend had disappeared, In
1944 Monday had the heaviest landings but this was caused largely
by an increase in the quantity of fish landed by vessels which éré,
prohibited from selling on Sunday by rules of the Allantic Fisher-
men's Union. ‘Hence, if Monday is to be averaged with Sunday, it is
to be noted that the preponderance of landings early in fhe week
has disappeared.

Since New Bedford has always depended upon selling the fish



fresh, the heavier landings in the latter part of the week have
k=m probably increased the strain on cold storage facilities. M
Heavy landings on Thursday and Friday are usually not readily
absorbed by the fresh market and must be frozen. However, another

factor may have affected this. The Army in early 1944 was buying

large quantities of fish almost all of which were frozen and thus,
processors found an easy outlet for fish ét any.time.

Rumors of flagrant black markets have been current in New

Bedford since the inception of price ceilings. Most dealers report
that they have heard of many black market #iolations. The author,

himself, heard an out of town buyer offer cash on the side for

scallops within a week after price ceilings were applieds—:
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Economic Conseguences

The most significant apparent affect of price ceilings on

T
AT

distribution of fish in New Bedford has been the

of boat owners and primary wholesalers. This was doubtless induced
by the liberal markup allowed the primary wholesaler. It has resulted
in the condition that every dealer must own or directly control ves—
sels in order to obtain much fish. Only about/ialf dozen independeht
vessels'still rotate their catches among several buyers,

The advantages accruing from‘vessel ownership have naturally
caused a rise in vessel prices. Many individuals built new vessels
but because of the long wait involved in getting a new vessel built,
high prices were offered for older vessels, Numerous instances could
be cited in which vessels changed ownership at three times or more
the price that they héd brought in prewar years.

The attractiveness of fish wholesaling and the necessity for
equipment to handle fish has brought on intense competition for
labor and materials for the construction of fish unloadiﬁg facilities,
The increase in the fish handling capacity of the port is illustrated
in Table 4. It is to be noted that the daily landings have increased
48 per cent since 1942 while the capacity to handle the fish has
increased 180 per cent.

It has been clainmd‘!ill gince 1942 that New Bedford had an
inadequate capacity to handle the fish, However, a careful study
made by the Office of Coordinator of Fisheries during the spring
months of heaviest landings in 1943 (when the capacity was the same
as that of December 31, 1942) showed that less than 3 per cent of
the vessels were being unduly delayed in unloading, Some expansiqnv »
was -deubtdess desirabie with;the increase in 1andingsrbut%aii tha£ L’

took place was certainly not necessary for the war effort. /fﬁ// ‘



o

This duplication of unloading facilities created extra demand
for labor in a very shor£jiarket. New Bedford has been a labor short-
- age area all during the war because of textile and electronic indus-
tries. It was necessary to draw from these industries not only for J
construction labor but for the dock hands which,with the Z;Eésé of
‘ fa0111t1es must be kept permanently on the payroll to promptly
| handle fish for a short time each day. Several new fillet plants
were constructed after prlce ceilings but the supply of labor was
insufficient to completely man the;; A;éofdlng to records of the
fillet cutters' union, 240 people were employed in 10 plants in
May 1942 and 263 in W@k plants in May 1943. A total compiled mostly
from reports made to the U. S. Employment Service as of November 4,
1944, reveals approximately 315 employed as of that date with one
plant (one which stafted in business in 1944)>employing 80. Exclu-
ding this one plant we may compare 10 plants employing 240 in May
1942 with 17 plants employing 235 in November 1944 and judge how

much the constructlon of the addltlonal plants alded the war effort
Tﬁése flgures may be blased to some extent by part tlme help Whlch
the union would report and which the U. S. Employment Service would
not, but the.fillet plant operators report that they hewe had very
little part time help gétely. /

The U. S. Employment Service has had mumerous complaints of
labor piratipg both among mmme fillet plants and primary wholesalers.
This condition was apparently at its worst in early 1944 when the

new concerns were starting operations and a public meeting was held

in an attempt to iron out the difficulties,

/L
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
SEP. NO. 286

July 1951 Washington 25,D.C. Vol.13 No. 7

THE TRASH FISHERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND
IN |95O

By Richard E. Sayles*

GROWTH OF THE FISHERY

Greatly increased landings of "trash fish" (species formerly discarded during
trawling operations) at New England ports during 1949 caused concern because of their
possible effect on the existing fisheries in the area, especially since there were
rumors that large numbers of young heddock, cod, and
flounders were included in thess trash landings
With the continuing growth of the trash fishery dur-
ing 1950, the U, S, Eish and Wildlife Service began
a systematic sempling of the landings, so as to ob- - : »
tain en estimate of the quantities contributed by gEDT:QKEEX%%%?E%IE%IEgu?ﬁ():LLIJgEgNE -
each of the several species landed at southern New |N NEw ENGLAND TRASH FISH LANDINGS

England ports during that year, - AND COMPOSES 28.9 PERCENT OF THE
' ° TOTAL ..

As reported by Snow (1950), trash fish had been landed in smell amounts prior
to 1949 for use as mink food, The increased use of fish meal in poultry and hog
feeds led to an expanded demsnd by reduction plant operators for raw material to
augment that afforded by the existing production from menhaden, cannery waste, and
offal, This situation, together with the fact that flounder fishing (the mainstay
of the small draggers) was poor, led fishermen to land trash fish in ever-increas-
ing quantities,

If tnis new and growing fishery were dependent in & measurable part oh the
young of important edible species, it might adversely affect the established fish~
eries, However, this concept can be accepted only if the mortalities between juvew
nile and adult stages were proved to be low, and if the advantage to the marketable
species in having their campetitors and predators removed were disregarded,

TOTAL LANDINGS

Landings of trash fish at southern New England ports totaled 90,3 million pounds
(teble 1) during 1950, an increase of 20,1 percent over the 194G landings of 75,2
million pounds, This rise, while not as large as that of the previous year when
trash fishing cormmenced, indicates that the market for trash fish in this area is
being maeintained,

New Bedford was asgain the leading port with 56 million pounds, or 62,1 percent
of the total, Landings at all southern New England ports increased steadily during
the first five months, to a peak of 15,8 million pounds in May, Then, during the
last week in that month, the price offered by dealers at New Bedford was reduced
from $20 to $15 a ton, Similar reductions took place at other ports, resulting in a
steady decrease in trash landings for the last six months of 1950 at all ports, as
fishermen concentrated on more prcfitable species, Landings at all ports for Novem-
ber were only 2,2 million pounds, Thus, while the total poundage exceeded that of

;/PREPKRED AT THE REQUEST OF THE ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION., THE FtSH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE 1S THE STATUTORY RESEARCH AGENCY OF THE COMMISS ION.

* FISHERY A1D, BRANCH OF FISHERY BIOLOGY, U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR.




2 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol, 13, No, 7,

1949, the trend during the latter part of the year was a reversal of the steady

inereases reported from liarch 1949 to May 1950,

Table 1 - Southern New England Trash Fish Landings, 1949- -50L/

1950 [ 19492/
Thousands |Percentage | Thousands | Percentage

Locality of lbs. of Total of lbs. of Total
New Bedford, MAsSS. secesecccscssces 56,041 62.1 44,115 58,6
Gloucester, MasS. esevevessscscccss 14,183 15.7 14,567 19.4
Provincetown, Mass.2/.ecececcsvsss 5,542 6.2 2,234 3.0
Boston, MASSe: secesssascercvcncnss 393 0.4 C - -
Point Judith, Re I. ceecescasssces 9,404 10.4 9,989 13.3
Stonington, CONN. escescescecasaas 4,735 .2 4,290 5.7

Total eeosvovsececossnscncses 90,298 100.0 75,195 100.0

g/LANDlNGS AT MINOR CAPE COD PORTS |INCLUDED.

l/FOR REDUCTION AND ANIMAL FOOD, ALTHOUGH THESE FIGURES. COVER ONLY THE PORTS INDICATED, THEY)
PROBABLY ARE VERY CLOSE TO THE TOTAL NEW ENGLAND LANDINGS FOR THESE YEARS. NOT INCLUDED
ARE LANDINGS IN MAINE, BUT THE SEA HERRING LANDED IN THAT STATE (ALTHOUGH SOLD FOR REDUC-
TION PURPOSES IN SOME CASES) IS NOT CONSIDERED A TRASH FISH AND THE LANDINGS OF OTHER
SPECIES THAT COULD BE INDICATED AS TRASH FISH ARE NEGLIGIBLE.

SPECIES COMPOSITION .OF THE LANDINGS

I examined samples of the landings at Provincetown and at New Bedford in Massa-~

chusetts and at Point Judith in Rhode Island,

Thirteen catches were sampled at New Bedford, 5 at Provincetown, and 4 at Point
Judith by exanining several baskets of fish as unloading progressed, Sorting each

Table 2 ~ Species Composition (Estimated)
of the 1950 Trash Fish Landings at
Provincetown and New Bedford, Mass.,

and Point Judith, R. I.

Species Thousands|Percentage

Composition of ibs, | of Total
Principal Species:

Red hake seeececvase 21,903 28.9
Eel pout ..C‘..;.OI. 15’916 2100
Skates sesececssccsse 11,520 15.2
Whiting ceeeevaceces 8,185 10.8
Long horn sculpin .. 6,973 9.2
Go0sefish eeceeescee 4,699 6.2
Butterfish ..ucecses 2,350 3.1
Daylight flounder .. 1,364 |+ 1.8
Yellowtail v oo 834 1.1
Other food speciesl/ 1,137 1.5
Othertrashspeciesa/ 909 1.2

Total scesencocens 75,790 100.0

[1/INCLUDE: DABS , BLACKBACK FLOUNDER, FLUKE, HAD-
DOCK, coD, WH|TE HAKE , SEA BASS, SEA HERRING
HlCKORY SHAD ALEWIVES AND SCUP

2/ INCLUDE: TOADFISH SHORT HORN SCULPIN, SEA RAVEN
SPINY DOGFISH, SEA ROBIN, FOUR~ SPOTTED FLOUNDER,
AND INVERTEBRATES

sample by species, and recording the
number of species and the weight of

each sample, it was found that the

samples taken weighed from 100 to
‘500 pounds, depending on the size of
the load and on the amount of time
available to return the fish in time
to be loaded on the truck, Fisher-
men and dealers gave excellent co-
operation during all sampling opera-
tions,

The practice of taking baskets
at intervals during the unloading
of a vessel revealed, for the most
part, that the same species appeared
in successive baskets, but the rela-
tive numbers of a given species varied
considerably between baskets compris-
ing the sample, The species compo-
sition indicated by a given sample,
therefore, is a reliable index of the
composition of a vessel's load, but
the relative numbers of each species,
determined by combining the numbers
in each basket, are at best only
rough estimates of the actual num-
bers of each species present in the
load, Thus, the species composition
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of the landings from Provincetown to Stonington, as shown in table 2, may be re-
garded as reliable for species present, but the poundages shown are only an esti-
nate of the true quantities,

It will be noted in table 2 that red hake was the predominant species, with
eel pout and skates following in that order, Of the important edible species,
whiting were landed in the greatest numbers, comprising 10,8 percent by weight of
the trash fish landed in ports where catches were sampled,

New Bedford landings included only amsll quantities of such edible species as
yellowtail and blackback flounder, dab, butterfish, scup, haddock, and cod, Per-
centages of these species ranged from 1 to 4 percent by weight, except for one sam-
ple which contained 9,2 percent yellowtail flounder,

At Provincetown, yellowtail flounder was the only important edible species ap-
pearing in large numbers, Three samples contained by welgnt 11, 1A and 23 percent
respectively, yellowtail flounder, Other edible
species, such as blackback flounder, ecod,  and
haddoeck ranged from less than 1 percent to a max-
imum of 4 .percent,

At Point Judith, one sample contaired 4O per-
-cent butterfish, Other samples at this port yield-
ed less then 1 percent of blackback flounder, scup,
‘and fluke,

Conversations with fishermen during field
trips indicated landings of small yellowtail floun-
ders at Provincetown in greater numbers than were o B

. . ONE OF THE SKATES INCLUDED IN THE
observed in the samples examined at that port, NEW ENGLAND TRASH FI1SH LANDINGS.
Other reports dealt with landings of amall butter= ALL SKATES COMPOSE ABOUT 15.2 PER-
fish at Sandwich, Massachusetts, and at Point Ju- CENT OF THE TOTAL. THIS PART'%UkAi
dith, Rhode Island, I was unable to confirm the  iapyis). ~ 1= DAiNOOOR SKATE (RAJA
Sendwich report, One vessel's catch at Point _
Judith, as mentioned earlier, contained L0 percent butterfish by weight, Such re-
ports often become exaggerated and the fishermen, with few exceptions, are conser-
vation-minded enough to try to avoid taking trash fish in areas known to contain
large numbers of the young of important edible species, Therefore, the unconfirmed
reports cannot be accepted as seriously affecting the estimate of landings by species
which appears in table 2,

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The 1950 trash fish landings for southern New England were 90,3 million pounds,
While greater than the 1949 lendings of 75,2 million pounds, a reversal of the 19,9

WHITING (MERLUCCIUS éTLlNEARls) ALTHOUGH INCLUDED IN NEW ENGLAND TRASH
LANDINGS, COMPOSES ONLY ABOUT 10,8 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL
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trend was indlcated when landings decreased steadily durlng the latter half of the
year,

Fifty-six million pounds or 62,1 percent of the landings were made at New Bed~
ford, while in 1949 only 58,6 percent or 4/, million pounds of the total landings -
were reported at that port,

Sampling of the iandings at Provincetown and New Bedford, Mass,, and at Point
Judith, R, I,, showed that red hake ccmprlsed 29 percent, eelpout 21 percent and
skates 15 percent of the total.

New Bedford, with the bulk of the landings, showsd the smallest percentage of
important edible species, One sample contained 9,2 percent yellowtail flounder,

’ . Others ylelded from'l to 4 percent yellow-
tail and blackback flounder, dabs, haddock,
. cod, butterfish, and scup, Thus, the New
' Bedford samples failed to show appreciable
quantities of young or mature individuals
of the important edible species,

Three of the four samples taken at

ANGLERFISH OR GOOSEF ISH (LoPHIUS PiscaToR- respectively, of yellowtail flounder, with

1US) IS ALSO INCLUDED IN THE NEW ENGLAND 1 to ) percent of blackback flounder, dabs,
TRASH FISH LANDINGS, BUT THIS SPECIES COM=-
POSES ONLY 6.2 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL cATcH, ¢od, white hake, butterfish, and pollock,

On the basis of the samples taken, it appears that the New Bedford fleet is
not exploiting the young or mature individuals of the important edible species to
any appreciable extent, On the other hand, large numbers of small yellowtail
flounders were landed at Provincetown, and at least one load of small butterfish
was landed at Point Judith, Rhode Island, One sample at Point Judith contained
40 percent butterfish; others showed small quantities (less than 1 percent) of
blackback flounder, scup, and fluke,

LITERATURE CITED

SNOW, GEORGE W.
’1050. DEVELOPMENT OF TRASH FISHERY AT NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS.
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REYIEW, YOL 12, NO. 7 (auLy 1950) ,
PP. 8-10.

Provincetown showed 11, 1/, and 23 percent,
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WHLRD 45-04

Distribution of Fish at New Bedford Extra Data 1942-1944

6 ADDITIONAL OVERSIZE DATA SHEETS AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO PHOTOCOPY.

- INQUIRE AT THE NORTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER LIBRARY, WOODS HOLE, MA




