SAWMILL POLLUTIOR ON THE 8T. GiORe RIVER

George A. tiounsefell

The pollution of the &t. George River by wood wastes in £he foru of
sawdust, shavings, etc. can do much hsrm to tie restoratioﬂ of salmon runs
in spite of tuw 35—mile'1ength of river from %arren to St. George Lake.
Thus, our observations indicate that only sbout 13,507 yards (less than &
miles) of the river furnish the aswift walter suitabie ax a habitat for young
salmon. A smaller portion of these riffles have grave1 or rubble suitable
for the spawning of the adults. |

Between Viarren at the mouth of the river, snd the low log dam st
Uniop village there are only 1,500 yzrds of riffles, Obviously, in order
to create = run of any size it will be necessary to ﬁtilize sore of the
strearn. From Unioﬁ village upstresm to the asbandoned concrete dam just
below Sennebec Pon& there is en additional 1,000 yards.

Above the abandongd concrete dam about 8,500 yards of riffles afe
availszble between Sennebec Pond and thé zawmill dam on Ghent Rosd in
Searémont. It is the mdll utiliuing power from this deamsite that is pol-
luting the river with wood wastes. | |
This 8,500 yoards of riffies im&ediataly below the source of pollution

constitutes tie best portion of the St. Gecrge Hiver for the spawning
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of adult and the growth of young salmon, The pollution by the above-mentioned
“sawrill wns first obscrved on Junc 24, 1941, on which date Inlond Fisheries
Wardens Charles lead, Winfield foster, and I observed fresh saﬁdustrfalling
constantiy into the river and being carried Jdownstrean.

On July 21, 1942 I again visited thé locality and observed large guan-
tities of sawdust and other will weste f3lling from thekmill into the river.
The bottow of the river below the ill was littered with sa&dust, shavings,
slabs, bark, and éﬁginga. |

During the past year we have been able to demonstrate that salmon do
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survive and grow in the 8t. Geonrye Hiver duriﬁg the critical sumner neriod
of high temperatures.‘ Obviously then it is iny g guestion of time until
most of the suitablﬁ portions of the river wﬁl& be nee&ed‘aﬁ nurcery ground
for the young salmon.

Sawdust pollution is partiéuiarly haroful in that the effects linger
on long after tne pollution has ceazed. The sawdust does not réadixy secay,
but forms a blanket over the bottom raining it both for spewning and for
© the growth of food orgenisms., Since this pollution is imecedlately sbove
the best portions of the strewn it is highly désirable'that it be stopped

as quickly as is practical.



