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1'he d,.6~1:ra.bilitl 0.1' relBt.oring and nudnt ..... lning sea-run $a,lmon in the 

atrea.ms of the iorth Atlmltic region ha;G long DoE!in I'e-cognized. fl'inc. 

1870 the Fed~n.·al ha:tchery at Craig Brook~ a~ ".U as S~i." h~teht'lri@s at 

various timoa, have bEf.en prop8.$~ating J:t1ant1c $fI.lDwn and n.led8ing th_ 

in tn.e atir($Mt3 1",)£ tlL& region.. In spite ofthfil&6 e.tfA;mpt~ to ma,1n:ta\,1n the 

runs J the aalJlon. population~ h~ve ccnti:nued to d.ec.line. !hu.;.J, for t.h. ~.~' 

five years in which s~~t1st1ea ~u"e availlflblrill bet;fEIIWl lH73 and 1890, the 

Penobscot .1Uve.r cotmAerci(il flDllery yielded ~navel:"ai,i$ of 12,O(}O Atlantio 

sal..Dlon per year (about 165,000 l>ounds), and in addition, tu:rniahed an 

ahundmlce of ii.50 for th~ unglers.. In the 1~1;5t d.ee~ld& the Penobfl.oot hall 

yielded less than. a. u;nth of' that amount.. 

It im not posl'lible t\,t thin le to date to assess 'ifith "no)" degree of 

,'J1,CQU1lcy the puts played by ove'r'.f16hing, pollution, a.nd ob,stl'uetion. 

barr;,ng the Raou's l:>atb t:) the spawning grounds.. in brin!~ing about thiB 

gon&ral .doo.line. However, filo;hery eoience no" hils progrt:Hj~"a(i to the 

point where t.he restortlt1on and nudntenauoe of saaon l"UlliJ ap;if!l,$,ra to be 

~ praoti.ou.l possibU1ty, provided that the requh;1ta r;».ct.g can be obtained 

rdld. pro;)erly 8"f1"al:uated, and :;Jatia:factory rr.anagew.ent praotices insti tut.&d. 

The procur~munt. ot these factflwat der)8cnd 'On a lon~time program, 

since information on tho tresh-'lfater tlIUM'inl of the ,Young, the ~orta,lity 

in the 00& t the ~otu&l t!lltd proportionate return of young ~ releapd in 

ditferent trU.rutaJ:"lQJ$ Gl" at differe:ntse&80\lZ of the year, end the .rr~ct 

on the pl"odu,otlO1l Qr younl of ditrsl"'ou t 6ized e~oaf16l'll.an t!l1 or aw.u tt\ to the 
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&pawning ground.a ,cannot be discovered quickly- in a lJ~bor<~ tory but de.vend. 

in- their 801ut100 on adeq,uQ..te U1dpro~r1.7 controlled field: &;l(periments .. 

'fbtllH9Xporimentfll l'l\U$t. be carried on far at least two sAlmon genorationa 

or tan YEUlrs, if they are to yield reliable il1:torll'la:tion. 

For- a 15-~ period ending in 19)6, W Fed>f.lr·!)l hutcher,rat Crai, 

Brook 11'&1'.1 ablft to abt~:1:n trOll ha.lf" ntdlltot'il to one million or more Atlantic 

salmon eggs per 1'$41" ErOJfl the Canad.ian QoYsmll!3n t, btl t Elggs c~m no longer be 

obtained from this source" Situ:. even 11ft tll t.hi!~ eOllAiidenble ou.t.~id. supply 

th. downward trend ir.l tr~1It tl r,he:17 con t:inucd ~,nd the prelSsnt supply or salmon 

eggs is lind.tad to those obt..dnabla t1"01:"4 (lUl' own nter~~, it behooves us to 

lJet up wi thout delay 5\11 table mtanag'emell t l1l~aSUX'ft1! and to begin the 8xperi­

.lNJ:lW needed to turn.ish int()l'tltt&tl00 that lNil1 a~~S:1ll"e the best re.s-ultu trOll 

the limited $u1'1'17 ()f' egg~,. lfhUe thi,s lUil.ited aU1>pll st111 is tt.vrLilable. 

In additlonto thO" .fact8 obtainable onlY' trom long-tima controlled 

experiments in atoekL"lg a-nd maWlgement practice-a, there an· certilltill problems, 

especl!llly those tie.eiing 'with the trash-waul' ecology of the salmon, that 

require le&B tim$ to solve and wh!ch will be of value in it1terpreting the 

reaulta <lithe lc.mger studt.1\>.. :::iome prog:res., is b&iog made toward 801Yinl 

these problems through a $chole.rBhlp at the Uniwrsitl of Maine ~.nown as the 

"William ConVEtl"se Kendall leilo1'l'shlpM under the direct.ion of Dr. Gel-a.ld Cooper. 

Th. Flah and Wildlife ~Se,rvice, in oooperation with the Departments ot 

Inland 'i~hli}rie8 and Gttll6 and Sea and Shore li'iuherisa of the sta to of"sine, 

is planning a progntr.n of stookin, and ~5HMt of AtJ.antio salmon on the 

st. Georp$ River in central Maine, usinli 45,OOIJ YOWl, saltllon from Ell"_ 
donated by the UtiUJ.dlan GoTemmIJl'lttor 8cbmtir:1o.xperlment~. AlDO, due to 
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the unax,pe-et~ litp'i:16tiU"'3,nQ., in 1940 of.' sea-l'UJl king ·salmon in the l.Je~aquid 

River. relSUlting from the stocking of Bbeay Pond tor tr-esh-tfatar angllng, 

a S1mi.ll-~cale fJX}"~riwmt oak1ng sall.f!ou is b(ifingearri.c en ill the PeMG,uid 

Fiver t:tlth the COOf}9rat.ioll of the U;~1ne FbJteries lJeptlrtmenta. So targ it 

baa !lot bElen possib;le to obt&1n the funds llf:l1tJded to assign full-tir.ll6 !llCtl"sonnel 

tr.) these important problems. with tllE!i result thut thlity l:ltWIt bE\' car;;:'ie-d on 

w.i tbout.sui table raoU1.ti~'!:t~ ,t alii &Jf,.tr~-curr:1culQr aot! vi t1~t,. 

In October, ASt(list6nt DireotorChM'las E. JnQk~on or the Fish &ltd Wl1d.1H'e 

Servioe, COlll~lflBiOlu.r WOI"go Stobie of the lill1ine Dep~f).1"'tNl'Ont of Inlandll"ishQries ~ ... ' 

and GsW.6 ~ and Cororr:issionar Arthur GrfiIe.nleaf of the Maine Departlht1!nt of Sel:t and 

Shore Fisherie$, signed Ii cooperative &r,l".~tl'.tment covering tJ1C va:rlou:,i activities 

in rain. uime-d toward the restoration of $~Ul-rutl salmoll. This agr0emont 

prQv1deafor >Iii. research cOtlmltWij o.f t:u'ee, one ap.flOinted tram EUIOb orgMizat1on, 

which for the t'i1:"jj;t tim,s will coordim'l.te the (lalmon activit1e$ of the 'ftriOU8 

O'rganiz.ation~ undertliking il4UOh1lOrk ~ where naOeSIERxyl' will plake reco'lm$ndatio.."l.IIi 

cano.el"ll.ing 1'l$11_yo, stocking pol1.cies t ~.tgemen t practJ.eet)) etc. T111,8 

COlSt1ii ttee -ill have to be guided le.rgely by general knovr:ledge of the fioheries 

(in tn .• aoaenoe or .I!Icie-ntifia facts) until aueh time as wfticient scientifio 

i,n'ftlstigatiotu'J have b$;'6n p:nrvided for and ~.rried out. .. 

In briof, the presttnt sea-l'Wl salmon situation on the Atlantic coast te 

as follows: 

1. AdeqUAte hatchery taoil:1ti~s are aVl1l11able 1'Qr hJltebi!lg~nd l'earin, 

young .sutaOn for stockinl purpone$ and at present,. a conaiderable ara()unt of' 

money 1s being spont annu.a,lly by the state a.nd Fud~ral Governml$ut.~ in cat'I7:l.DI 

on this work. , 



It. wag. discu$$d and. appr..:>ved. fAt a ~eetin, "in our ~l.wbl'itilii.e Lao()rr..tory during 
or t..'1eir repN~~:ll'.'In~,tive 

October 1939 ~ of thft f1l3h\l}riee Colomil'Ji!ilioners 'Of 'the North Atluntio Stal.te,Af; 
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If lH,1GCluato support 'Were ~vnil<tble, /.11uch n l.ong-t~rm p:rogr;a.m z.1ght 

be ~t up e 1 ther uncir.;r the State Unt ver~d tial1/. 101" Fisher ios Deprirttmn ts t 

or under the Flah and ~Uldlire t~el"Vico. I recor..unt1'Jl.d. the l!l;isdom of the 111t"r 

cour$l<~ for the fo11o'ring real3lons. 1.. The p:roblezil is of regional inttMrept 

ginee all of the North .Atlantic StJ:rteR.> \ll,"lWU to New York han potent.ial 4ifJ,lmon 

otren.ma fUld have ul"'gcd ua to tske ~ction in ~Ul'Ve1ing these atroarl.G ill 

order to prov1tte the info:rrliation neee~u~ar:y to unciert,nke. an Mtipollu.tion 

eupaign. Furthel"lnOrO, it l'1 satisft\l,etory job ot restoration frtnd managem-tmt 

can be ftcool1\~)liehed, it -ill be ot" trerlleudous :~,nter$'nt and importance to 

sport f':1shermen of all the .Ea$tem SUi. tea. 

2. The Service has re:;u,u~:.t'ch ltl~n ~vailable who aloe flxp~l·ien.ned in 

PQPul(tti(~n, 11£e history,. and. il~lJ.rul,~;'lf.lJl'Sent studies ()t tbekind nt~edetd for 

tn_ aalmon wQrk.. Theretore, it iI.~ in ~, po~ltion to Vroviae ~'"ltl :f.oat eff60tive 

organiz~ation and sup~rvhdoll of thlfJ 'work .. 

3. The Servioe is invet:>'tingannuall;y con.aidarRbl.e jiii,t}!le:,r a.nd effort in 

hatching and rearing salmon. It ecmduet of rtf/'iHil~trch and ma.nagetootlt work 

1$ 16ft to State ~rgp<..nhat1on6, the S~rvice wUl be entlrely depenUEtllt on 

work beyond its control !'~)r d"termin~ltion of the OOElt ana :most effeotive 

use ()t tJ"}s fisla wh~ah it Pl'o(iucc$a. 

4. The Atl&).tl.c G<.).lmon ha.a a treiil&h"l.dou$ arid wideapl'(JT,~d appeal to 

the ~ ~')t anglers in the United States. A sueeesatul job ot n.5torll!.t1on 

~nd :ltIln~.\~;el'9i$Dt will bring a gk'tMtt d&&l ot credit ~nd attention to Mr1 

orga.nlz&t1.On or organizations whioh can accomplish tho task. Tho Servioe 



is the logicul ol"gani~Mtt.lotl to proyld.6 the neCeSl:W.r"1 lEia!.lfi:i;;t'ship in i:>ueh 

$ Pl"ogr&:m f~;)r t..~t;) reasons I have m$ntiooed above. 

In view {)t the abo".., I 1I(i30 to urge that the Service 1$0t up l.t 

lim.i u,dsw.f t to carry on trt.ll experlman.t~~ tlI,ud to 1lllpl.filtr.oo t the be\aie 

long-"t$rm PX'Qgrum which was dru'jf,fl U,p bJ' t.he Se:rvioo'13 biolog:hrts and 

approved by the F113h€>ries Co~llmtl5.ei()l'l.er$ nr :!ill t,be North. Atl'G~ntlc St.ate~;. 

This will prorlue the neCGtHsar-y ccmtinu:it1 of effOl"t ~md euj;Wtrvlelon, 

tand make tho cost ef'fective use of any l'l'ork"hieh State or other org1-Uliu­

tlons are t'!.ble to do on this: impQrttlflt ;J:t"oblem .. 

6 


