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On S6rt.Mbel" 21, 19S5, .. bw-rio.ne of tropical odgin .t:ruek the , 

5outhe:r1l Jew In,laNl coa.t w1 th cr_at. 1t;r~ .. t,::1 ty. • ... l"eault. or the Rich .1D11l 

yclod ti •• , gr •• t •••• , Qt •• ter .. ere } ,Ued up alone the- _on. or Lorc I.le.1:ld, 

Connectlcut., .<tIde IN.'- 4l1d hIN.Ohu.etta. Obeervltl'. 16t.c.ted that the water 

reAched .. he1ght .1. 1 .. 8t 00 feet above th .. .au •• a high utel' un. , ... ther 

aur ... u obaen-era at ",neUS polD~ to\1l\d w1 nd .p •• d ••• lUl)h •• 110 ail •• 

an hour. AltlioUib .tom ftrD1ag~ .'ere woa<ioaet before th.. hurr1cOM, PnJ 

~t.1i wer. driyllllQ. athore, .\1tllc., or .... hed to plee:tlJe. Ad~Wl" pJ'HaUt.tODl 

un taken lq e ,"at. u~ on'tJ of f1 ekusrun to cepe wi tb the ngtil u S.pt_ber 

aton. ot their eXper1enee,bu.t tn. t.tn100k.c.-tor 'V101.nee of the w1nd.ooupled 

wlth '\he inc"". ha1;ht or ttl., •• ter and .. uatlbin, •• v •• ! r.rldoroo DO" or 

'their .rfork uMl •••• 

In a hV1"llt<! aUTe), 01' .. ..u rlOrtion ot the Rhode laW. cO.'-', 

i tna round tb.at. t.t.: • ....u-bo.t fiBbing 1r~utt.r;y w •• pfteUC6111 w1pu4 out._ 

Otl the t.cli. of t.bc> •• t1.nr.ti~8, 1 t ... a ct .. ed llltport&,nt to lQke a ¥lOre ptAnd*, 

nudl' or tA8 entJ.re h\U'ncene are.... the !MtJQri ty or the pentanent If.lhA'b1i6nto. 

ot tt. oo •• w nato .. of Southent .... ~nll ... l'ld cieri.. t1.w1r 11 yellhOO<l fl-oa 

fid.1l1C, hfU¥Uing tlt.'1h, .1" au:pplyi.ng naunw. A IJ"Ht nuII_r !1e.b eN!'!. the 

the • .,.rage,ot iIIIt6l1 at •• I:nd. Alii be 1111etd for e: Vh,Ti~t, ot .rtah1:!\:lt~P08tJ •• 

Tb4lr eu be it tot.« .e 
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...u ttraa:."s, lobeter 'boata, eull 11ne traltliJrl, trap boau, and .. 

betore .te.tec1t pertT boat.".. Althougb the>! 1ndlv.14U1l1 10 ••• & &1"$ oe_P4b'ftUnly 

.. 11, tb.~· 1:ipreMnt &. larl£! total lo.s beel!l:WII. ot the tWilentU$ tofttl.\ t.~~ be 

follDd tn tho U1t&.. In Ad.tUt1on, pr&ot.ie&ll, ~l.l.ot the equip.ent HI 

inlUl'1tCl.. Seyeral POOl" •• ,{In. ha •• put. th. opeX'I*<tol''' tn "ebt, aDd !lOW, witJl 

8<Ja1 boat-II 6 totd 10'. &Dd oth$t'Il"~ulr1ng.J:t.:rlalY. I"ep*irs, it 1. doubt

ful whether they can ... in operate rr1thout 801M •. asi,teN$ in rep.tdrlnc 

aDd replacing their bo&t.& iUld. g'Q.Z". ia th ••• man bav. DiG othor m •• JW or 

f,alll1ng e. livelihood, they are itl gr .. "e need of UdBt&n.ce. .oet ,.Jt tb_ 

hell.ve 10lt not. aDJ.T the1r Dene of livelihood, wt SlM th.1r hos •• aad p.raoul 

eftect.a. 

In add! tJ.on to t.be 10.'; of boata, dock. o.ad8hore plank "n 
d •• tro,e4. $averal lara. ~ftg~ne.tta.1 07ster bou ••••• re wreoked. 

'lab hlu)dl:.1ng •• t.abl1Ihaef.ltti, hal dock., lee plant., _net IIhlp1U'd' 811ft.,.. 

aublltantial da:aaCe. In -IV 1001.11 UelS, theT. is ftOt ..... n II doCk stacdlf4C: 

nuaeroua tr.pa, eel pOte, tuld oth ... geU' 11 .... been d •• t.ro,ed. -8ll1 0Tat..,. 

and clut bed.ha". beeu deaolll11hed, ailtetl oV$r, or eontWmated.!ft!I 

ohaantl. ar-Ad w'blre h •. Te beell tl UriO ,a. tbat DliYigatt.on ill flGriloue. 

It 1. not kllOm to what. utent the atol"lt arC it. .n.r erfect. b ..... 4~ 

the fl. and. lobate,.. th4\111U81v.e, lAtt it ie reportect that tlUIMJ'QU. a •• 

£lab ~,tcred the be&Cb ••• 

In eon.id.rlnt tIla •• t1aate, ot pl"opert7 d ..... given in t.he follG" 

ina report, it aat be bert ... in Idnt! that the t1gUr •• are "'eT'1 rough, bee_ute 

otth. lla!t.ed tiM aDd ,..tori •• .,illable. 10"'"1", it 11& felt that the, ar. 

ttlbt'bu:l.Uallr eo:rre.t.. tbel bay •• eapitrtiaU1 checktid b1 ltat. ofr1chl. 

and tiabarm.ea. 
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the alJ'Y .. ;y '116:8 atarted a.t ari~pport, ().orm., aere it •• ,11 fou. 

that. 10eu.86, Qre a11ght. in th.t .. ret.. beC!.un tJf ~e UId. ted nlIIber r:;f 

boats, but aoJli,o doa" • • t~. intllot~d ell loblllkl" r.ear. P~'U'lng fi"tb~u'rl, 

the •• aunt. or d~(~ inoreallled roth ~II ~ l'lIuJult Gft tQ.f.t hesn.ljtf' stoN 

iut.euitJ and ltirpr nuaber or ho.til. l..obawn.en «ud oy.ter Inen .u.t&ineC 

duage ell doug the Cotiu.f.'I'\:icut CQflat., ti"oir bof;.tft ~it!t driven UJ.i on 

&Utterild fJ'oa the a •• truc1:.ion ot bo.-.te., pl .. nt., &1"A ol.t4tro.£!fl ~;\loJ1g the 

$h~ of Lon, laUM $QUIXI.. At )leur London, 18 bo.te t.)t vU'lou6 elHa •• re 

the .at..:-. lost of th .... ge liftS foWlO t.v be in the bulla. , •• l_t 

Ibo.,. l"\ldderlL "'IIP, proJ*lers,. tWd OfWlO hull pltll,Dld.ng ~w. d....,.. .. 

In Md! t!on.,tl:&Dy hull, .,.. UpHted U! r.qldr. n! .. st.en1:bi btl.... of t.be . 
~l.unlAl .t.ralna Cit ltW'Yin, about. vn dQ" l&nd. Att.lalJt.d' .-ere being _de t.o 

renQ.to ... ot trio l .. ot d._pd. At the AU plu.~ Itt lar,. fish handl1q 

clock end bu11d11l1 wer. d •• troyed, s.nd, three trtlcks .nd tniler31 •• rft bodl,. 

~ed, lea,Ying DO t.c11iUe. for hatldllng f1a. Neu the 1ft London 

t!~nd one aodern draIPr .en dJlllOet .. total loee~ baYing Men r'i14lld 'Up 

apluto the l'fdl.,. .bsDkatent by tho .tara. O. boat ft ••• veral hUfl4rad 

feet froIa the water Md. utr1d.o the :n-.J.lroa(!; ue:dta.. At Oroton" OOM., 

.ero .. tn. r1" .. , du.rt.ge to boat ..... noaJ.nU. Rovner, 4\ tie 'ook anll 

.ion .e" bt.dl1 4uapct aad 8"'01'*1 lobate!" tv. wre .... bld .. t.b. 

toatea. lo.t. 
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A " ... t, toll ... 'talc,en in the ioa,,. ..... ,.Ue4tonington n«iol'l, 

whtch norNll.r support. .. nut fJioftl" 100 tiahing boat. of ftrl~)u st ••• , 

rfWl1ng troa -.11 lot.ter boat. to 15-40 tun dra...... At 1 ... t 100 ot 

til... hr. daupcl 1ft \hi. ........ Jo 'bo6,t .'C8J~N w1 _out IOlIG 10lla and moat 

of tn_ abo • ..." t.he l" •• ult,a ()f oOli;lllderaDl. battAJring. At50atlk, t.hree 

fish cleek. w .. e ~ •• t;.ro,..", wi tb All tbtd.r '"I\l1J1Beat, sucl the eutire atbOft 

troat w •• IItJIUhM UI4 &1 t,e,red. !he $\a.;w lobawrh&tebe", v.a s tot.al 10M, 

.. wera the Ittot.e t1thc18. 'boats oliM Whart. .l complete ... k-np of 

the 10.... .trued. b,t f1ah1Qg later •• uw ...... e in the $tor.a1n(toh, 00=., 

NglOft in aooperaUa ldtb. the local juricaa bd Cro .. WI1t. Qut of .. 

boat. eaplO78d 1n 11.1", o,*nUon (drafliftg or lobetMriD.lL a nn ~ 

U .. l1y dau,ed, ., nr. auak, ,~ were Judptd to be total loe.'t ~ S 

_1'8 1d.u1~. Boat. vartlell;y dAa,ed ifJClud. all t.h*t 91U9 bNehe4. 

Th ••• w111 1'~u1r. hw.l re;)lU!re $nd I'IIOYing to •• ter. 11..11'. trill approach 

*10,000, 1aelud.in., the r.pl.ae_ent ot i to~1l7 1fnIek.ed bo.tB" lrnl1M 

repura rill total "6.000 or 1101'., not i.nelu,41ng 0f11'1 .... in tao •• beatll 

ffb1eh wer. totalloNea. Gev J'ftpl.ceMnt wlll be in the ~.1~~bborbood or 

'10,000. In Nld1 tlo.n, rebQ1141ng ot fish do-eka, Dlto ho ••• , ice bO'UM8, 

etc., ia ItltpMted to uountt.o 6rwther tt~,OOO. Irota tb •• 4t figure., "t. can 

be •• t1aaW that '100,000 worth Qt ~ _~ 1nfllc\ed on the fl.i. 
irr.tHat17 ot Stoll1ngton alone. or the II .. Nul operatQ<ra, 57 "I''' *01.1, 

d.p$lldent on f1A1zae •• 1\ '1ocaUoa .. 



!'he reaaibCter of the COW1eetieut filthen=..nea,t."u·d ho~ stoningtoa 

.... Bud hit _ the »teNt but. til. totel 10 •• D, 8Mll, .lnce tbere wre 

no conc.ntl'e.tiou of tlahUUu 1tl the.t •• otion. el_ dirpr' .. tdpa19Dt, 

tith tnp., aM ..., .. al lobs1ier boa.tal"'. d •• tro:re4 a. well.. a fn aull' 

parV 'boat._ Oil tb- .,1. or the •• t.t.liu.ted 10 •• at Stcm1ngt.on, 1t ean Mtoly 

'be .t6t.ed that. the 10 .... t,Q il"~. f1shinc: industr7 1n Oom;wetiout a'PPro4ch 

,600,000. 
The co._Woe of P.b.od. 181.-»6 troa .atch iUll to 'e1nt .1\lo1 til 

npporw' • ...ulobewd~ caw cl(!l2Mi1ng 1nduat..rJ. .,..id •• tb.1_, tb ....... 

oonaiderQlo qti 1'1 t1 1n hiring out pUt,. boatl ill the .'WIlfUI'. lue:t n.t 

or Point ludlth, to1tO 1aportAct fiahing nll#,~ul ... re located, leruaal_ 

and 08111 .. _ h.iele. bel~ .n iJapOrtant COJBMrcbl o.nte .. , maerou6 aporte 

tlah41J'11en h1red bc.t. fro. the ••• er&l boat liverl •• , and. 1n adeli tion. 

5\lpported .. con.la.ratit. PUV be.to bus1,.... £180, .... ral la1'p •• a-tood 

urtet.. "eH located htfire, tllhllre en"e: ... , lobtiwl'tllMltn, &rod tl'I.pil4iUl unlQ6i.~ed 

their catch at, one;;! tn. thrM Wh&.1"'nlfi: .mich pn :r1 •• tQ. an 1,m:port.f>.nt 

Il.eJldllng aM eb1pplng bu81nt11~i. loth. to-~1lS nt4ve been pracU ~1l7 wiped out.. 

t au.n'Gl' 0U"1'1ed on with the eooporaU.:l1l of tb. Btd Cro •• t.l£Ut in the ana 

Ibo.ed \bet fl conatlX"Y_U "'0 e.Uate of' 1Q ••• , to bc&\t~ and ,HI' .111 repoh 

t126,00Q. or .. bout 1& fidUag hoet;s; "I •• re AfloAt 1tl fair 8Ord1 tion. The 

r_uatel" we" ei thor sunk, l'.tM.c.hed. or lids.ina:- Tllirt1 beacb.ed. Doatt4 -m 
require .. 'bout '.4CO .chto pllO-CII tbHl in eow..don.- Lo •• ee tc docka, 

fl&11h l~ndllna: t&011.1 U •• , &b~._ e.lld other equ1pa ... 1t., .111 &·Pt1ro-.eb flO,OOO. 

Tbe total lou t.o v •• tlM1ng itldu.etr)' ..... 8t:f.J8.l,\ted to. elo.,. to t1ro,,000 .. 

Iu &ddt t1011 J tIW.t tlf the li.hen.D hilT. loetthelr bol'S •• aJId pere<:lul 

etrects_ 
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Narl"&pJ'18ett Bq lWl"..w.l.r tiUpt~or-t. a. treHtAoUIi ahe11t1Jh iDrlu.t.r;y 

1nclud1A.g QT.t6r ;}lauts, cl .. la cUgg1ng~ 8110. lobsterinc. 114lO. a _nd45eraW.e 

dragging .... a1ne., iiO earrleu O~ to flupru..l both belit ud food. Sporu-en 

conducted aucb. an,ling botll froff. boata _tld .iK~re. J. grot. IUIIIOWlt or cl.,t..l"U.et1G1l 

ft. 1m'J~~t 1n w •• 1"... At Wlel1;tori, the Stat.e: lONMI' batonen' .... hl;dl,. 

d&u,gecs. two o.r.t.er l'l&nt.& elao .11ft.red cO:n.$1derable 10.. lnbo.lo, Uid 

pl&r1u. rtrt.na <lrae,.". l1.t'id lobIJt.er boat, antlered yar10ul aaount. of du.,. .. 

or d •• truct.1onotaaall t»at. il.OO ,hellfiah app.u~.tll.. fiO'U'fer, the loa ... 

ftft 1.,UJ 'On tile ••• t ald. of l'ts.rre.i,ltlUultt Bay becM.uae of the tIU.ll Ai .. ot 

til. Doti.Uami the 16lJk or 'NI'l expendl",. , ... ,r. 

Th.. eut "ide 01 _:rragall~.ett ky auftertd • ~t. dMl of d • ...,. 

to f'iJh1ng end ab.ellflah1.DB &ppw'atua .nd bo<1it.a. At a..mnfton, '.n1ck, 

e<nd Jris'tool, ut.elli!!". d.lltr~tion oocurre4 l'flrt,lCU4:rl, to 0J.tel" plant. ... 

.eaw..rolUll IIIaftll tiJlUng boatil wi til their ge.&.r .ere euat or f.frlnn .lho,.._ 

At ".'''ort, u 1J1pcl'Uuil.t cenwr tor lSUXUllg f1eh,pnetieUl,1 ".1'1' boat 1ft 

tbo harbor wall a.u.p4 or a1mk and .OUbre oeclared total 10..... !rap 

tll1heJ"MtA1n the Iwpor\ U •. '101ft. ~Ut.\l'U7 in per. ..bbiD«. bu018, and 

a.neAol'8 Hr. either .. ill", loat" 01" aDO tanr1edthat DO Mlq .. OOll14 be 

ad." Lo.t ... tc. tnp t1&h.~11 111 Be_port CMUtty ar ••• U_W to be ill 

the na1ghborhood of $l80~OOC. In &ddit,1on, repaiH to bo.w, replacelMnt of' 

par t Uld r.bu11d1nc of do". am s.uxl11a17 ttdldi1'1gB .ill Goat -wron •• t.17 

tSOO.OOO. tlTert.on .ut£ered we 10116 or 9 q\Uli&o, dftfrers inelUdin, OU 

fI'Wlk at. the dock. the QtbiJr .igb.t .'.re. piloC,. up on the beAch ua ,,111 rflquire 

&n 1J:idet.endll&te 8'IaII to l"ltl.air or r&JJl.aee tha. 

~ . ..". 



- 7 -

Jot ~oncet Point .. nd 11 ttl. Cwaptf.ta, to"Nt ' •• at.ed alllQa"

entirely to flsbint:, ,i. .pAU'ti&l S'Ul"ftl .... c&.lT1ed .a Jd.\A the ... ,.,..Uoa 

or tb.. loal w. ero .. u1 t.he •• tU._Itt at. SUoJllMt.folnto Includ1nC 

the tlab wbart, wiDe shed., t::reltkwat.er, aDd r1 •• no»,' ..... , ruler" 

alaoat. ... pl., ... BUJ1QUOIl .. Allen&: the 't.ft.ngl~ _.nc.kafe 01 lobawr ~,'ct ... 

webtdXi.i, l1u, bo .. " parta, M,..li, ~ . ..u other _-'1' or debrla, 11·. 

aueh boau •••• re dl'ivea up on tn", ·be..... Othe:n with hele. ,.\0.,. 1m 

thn 11* at tt.c bot.to. o.t th.. harbor. l'r&p ,IUra, po •• r akttt., 1000"1" 

beata, and aell 6.1'-*,&,.1'. ill nrc u-t.etM.. &ev.n trap. pl.., ,..,. for 

at lAst fi .. otber' •• re lost ...nell t.lfW1j 8hedfl. lNl'e 1l1llept .07. At 

le!:at. ~.OOO lobtat.1t%' ,POt. nl'tl8d at t4.00 .-h miflUl bioI. and l1nel • 

•• re flIMulhtild to kimll.cg wood. '1tt.e.,n Mill1 la.ter boaw mud 0.11 

the .v*rap Qf '700 wn d •• Vo7ed;.. ~. lAir,. t1tdl1nc; .cto.~zd •• 'Mr. 

prliot1eall.l' devoid ot -n.r ~\11paaQt. to "1"%'7 Qi:. t.bfdr bIla.lr.auh luller 

o~.l'atol'. atU"feHd \W ae".rely th .... \. tbfll1 nil"'. DO ch •. noe ot conUlN11:l( t. 

bua1n •• & wile •• help 1a ute~ed .. 

Although co.el'C1al g_ar •• de.tl-Gyed, ~ larp pert of the 

~ tnMl Sako.DMt. P"tAt to I..ied,fol"dtt •• due to d"at.".tlO1l or 

partt *t.a. At t •• t~rt., lout8z .... a, abelina opu-ator., cr.DI! fI1sw

laD8QU ...u. boat t1a.:raen nr. hara hi t.. 10 ..... 1", th_ resi0n do •• 

lWt .upport .. ft-q 1.,.. t1e.b.u1. 
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Ne. "ford, .fill lAl"p <tQ\er f¢<r filiIDe~, flab h&Ddl.l".~ iIlIM .. 

~U.trl~t1Qn eam'tter tor all U~ ;:}t' rilih, "utt.rcC!: lit .. 11e:r liI.1tJOOt. of 

ciaage tnOOllp*rlaon tOo o~ l'1lae •• at;M.mt. BOlito! tho lu·ae .. lI·nl 

t1.e.~ ... " •• ~Wd utho~ At lej;,ltt thrQe of! the lfJJrpr, ofr~ tn • 

.... 0 .. 1 •• ve wt.a.l 10# .. 8.. --.1'0\$ -.alier dft,r~;eJ'1$ ~ lobe ... oo.t.e 

ft" 11£* Clnw docka Ql' .6~fld 1141.0 th •• vlletal' btl\. Qug. ' ... lID' 

8.(: ••• 1.,.11' hi.... ~ .. val 'bNUr-bAt.teftd .~ •• ere $Q('fA r1ficed im 

telIpor&r)' .."kiAi ONH'- At 'airGawn, Jut tiero •• tb_ bt.1 but ~" Glf

poaed. to \b. 8M, .. lUll! iUlOwtO( d"'Mi. 'W6b dQ~ wwttlttlna pl..n", 

JIIIh1p1Q'de. cu':/4 &&r1ne re.Uh.7D. M:s.rq $0.11 loba~n, dra,pr., aad 

cl6A 'beatAI trent tS~pd.. 1 t j~ •• Uutett that n,r:,.,lrs aInd l"6pltofl...,nfot 

to I .. hdCGil't'! And fdnur".n n.ahlng lAten.t. w111 ~lH a·PfA't)Xint.ol,. 

t100,ooo. 
Ihu:a.arde &1' e;utterGti hoii. ~th, the hW1"lc.D!IJ aItlJd \hie tid.l .~n .. 

tio ..... er, the tlab1.la& 1Muatryl. t»t rCirU,cnll • .rl,. 1apcrt.lJ..t in tut Iin& 

UCflllpt •• ,.eprde lobakl'li\Ud.~ elQ diU_rs, ftlld '" tew lft1.Qe11~ti$ tlalb. ...... 

Mil. Alal"p Ww<1.t. fi.oo 8pOrt.~t s '\rad. 11$ tour.aa iu thl •. .,.... and e 

pod JM.I'q of the bGata wbich we,.. I"~ 41' ~r" tor th"lr U,. 'H" 

loat.. .At. Ctltt)'buak,. \.be 11"h ~r aM .ft'lU· • .} 't:.IOttta were .... b..d. l" 

food. 101., dOO&,wwft d&lM\i.->ed wt. t ... ti.alflg boe\e. .ere lnJVM. ..I"~ .. 
flt!AillAl'd waa b1t bU'1M.i.et •• tllf,jj1~ light wbere I~ill roaU..,.t: drl'ftn 

on tn. beach or _Ilk. I4prW1H'1 n. 11. .. ...,tI. ot de:.true'U.oafor 

t'1ab.ll:1g gefU'(tfid bot1't5. lant~.t. lelruld, ott t.be·U1n' path ot the lito,., 

was twt. .",,"1, .tteeted. 



!be ... tera portion or Cat. ... Cod was DOt .rt.ow \0 611fT ,rut 

N:t.At.. The lerp Pro'9'1J'lMto9Jn fia1nr fl~.t .a ... t du.apd, &eeorc3iDC 

to r-.liabl. "POrte. Bona of C&pe Cod, .1tAoup 'OUt ....u boat.s ".re 

Illicht.\.7 4 ... ,ed, QO .dgaH'lutlt orao_t of de.~tlotl oceUl"l"Od. fie 
II shin t . wer-e 

urge .... Mls~V~.t.on, Glo .. e .•• I', g4 PorU.UIi JaIl l'1Ot affected 

in AnJ' wq. Fiah.J!'IMIlt Oil the otrtbere u..a during the at.ona reporied: 

hlp 1d..nda lJut %lOt or tn. Int...Jl81t7 _pfJl"1.~ iJUrbon.. JhPWIit the 

.t.o.na '-121 .. at-ward att.r )d t.t.il.\fIuZ-SU'd8 1&1', tAe COdt :of lautvn 

F'rop.rt1 of St&te ~nld federal .genc18. eurter«l • p' .. t e.eel of 

deetruct.1oll hoa the .l .... nt$. fh .. Coast Guent loarteqtU.plUtllt., buildings, 

boata, .nd Qn, but 'tveffoon Qn the Job t.elp1ng: t18b'l'IM:Il 1'.t10.t their 

boat.. aDd edding in ra.e~; wQrk be.1d •• HiDWn1Dg cowautlie&tioQ with 

ieolfJ.ted corAll1.Ul1 t.1ee. The 1u1"fJ.W of Lip"tiheu ... loat buol#, 1.lghtbou. ••• , 

eqUpII$Jlt, boAt., &QQ at le.at one UJi. Their lighthouse -.t lihale.roek . 
111. the dtrt.nee to LrragtulMtt. ~7 .... coatplotf:l, ... pt ott its bIlH .. 

Ou Ull loat- hi. 11r. at th1 .• paM_ The State of Oonnecticut loat .1 to. 

~ ~tcb.1'7 (Pn.ct1call, 6; toUtl 10,.8) ~ $uanl bOat., eM .. 1004 ..,. 

of eqU1!)UJ,t't.. liAo4. I.land bed i t.e r-.-tc.hv7 at n.cktoM !U.aolllt dMo1i~hed. 

'fht. tia:rt'Clpuet.t. Maria. l.aboratory of Baod. 1.laN! Sku Col1&p ... 

eomplete1,y riped. ou\, d •• VoTinc All "ielltine equ1pcuat, book., d-.ta, 

alid • new tollt. 'lb. WOOd. I.ola St&t4,QIl o't the I .. S. iurelt.ti of 'laheri.a 
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rep&1recS. the _tet" wPp.l1' pip&; for tho hatchery' WI,. de,tr<:lyeC: f~tld tIl!aelt 

dB.,. ... " inrl1ctec'i Oil tn. Mal pool, groUDd$, slid l1veoar.. !he 

buU4iagli will I"4tQuiH 10M work in recor,dit1ol'11ng. dthoup tMi1 'Ifel:'e M\ 

.. ri.~Wil1 d ....... 

lark 1. golag on &pIlce to put t.uiqs OR " IlOftld beat_, but 

1 ~ tdll uk. .OM tiu aoo 1I .~)od d •• l of IlOna,. to nptd.l" al3d replace 

prolJel'ty .rfeetfld bT the .tors. Boats.ill hay. to be reflo,.ted .nd re

J:;aJ,t'H, docka mw. fie h.andliltf equipment. rttplttcett .• beto,. r.louted, 

\tole eoa.st.:Um aM cr~l. re$'W'Ye,..o;, fU'll! Nahe1':MD .rehaIblllt....t.M. 

Suwtn.-on thfllbes1s at .aUutea at.d. tAlao.t ent1ft17 em . 
p8'J"80liIIl Qb8tn"ftt.ioa. but otten ~J tb the judpent. of loolJ.l .en In !'t,tgt.n! 

to lIIloneMr'y t'tuaage, tGt.ttle b,. l •. tunl ~. tollow:: 

CoanecUCD 
Jridpport. tG liilint-ia 
.... LoDdon to ¥.leBte.r17 

!lAsH 1%!. 
w. tc:,h aUl to h'ttl.nuck 
~oin\ Juri! til, i.ocludifil 

J.ruMl •• , Ct'111ee. "ad 
&.od lUll eo .. 

Block Island 
krra,sMet.t. ." ineludlag 

.Ie1rport,alld 5uonnet 

If.uWlftltct 
~tard. ky, illC1Vding 

Jev lledfori 
1'1 M1AI-a &-: kl.ltuclc:et $olUld. 

10,000 
UC,OCO 

!OO,OOO 
600.,000 

500,000 

960,000 

EOO'Q92 
1 • 

I 
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ORIGINAL REPORT FROM MR. NEVILLE 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

College Park, Md. 

CQrnmisciolleI or i~snefTeK, 
_Washington, B...--B-;-'w 

october 10, 193$ 

_A±t5!P~_;i.._~.· ME ·BRiley . 
ao ~ -- _.- '0 :o;~_ -LS--~". 1; (7 ,4- .... 7~ , , ' 4, ·C. ...? ~t41_~:U-{, .. ~ "It 

tv ,\L' c;' tU··,·"~'-·;':~ ;o.u.Jl/JI'r 'f 1 (,.,-1;.,,; "f' ,,-' i 

-!:iO"'!.ei~~~"'b@~"O'l:!~I'be±t!~~~~OIO"~~~~~~~~~1ot tiJ.~ ~L~~' -- ,- '(ttl ,\~--
damage to fishing villages and fish,'ing .J(~,:.:c'f' }, ,C," " 

ger,r resu~ting from the severe storm of September 21, 1938,""11 The /;1." 
brunt of the storm and the greatest damage occurred on the south 
and eastern shores of Long Island, particularly in the vicinity 
of Fire Island Inlet, Ureat South Bay, Moriches Bay and Montauk. 

Fire .l&and ReEion 
All ocean traps off Fire Island Inlet were completely 

demolished, together with consic: erable damage to fishermen IS 

camps located just inside the Ir~et on Great South Bay. Loss of 
gear and shore property estimated at ~~125,OOO. 

An attempt will be made by one or two companies to fish one 
trap each throughout the remainder of the season which ends about 
November 15. Most of the concerns, which numbered about six, do 
not expect to resume fishing because of the lack of financial re
serve and the uncertainties of successful fishing during the short 
period that remains of the usual season. It is possible that B.t 
least one of the largest and oldest of these outfits may have to 
declare bankruptcy. 

Great South Ba,Y 
This region suffered relatively less damage than the outside 

ocean trap area since there axe fewer and smaller traps set inside 
the Bay than on the ocean side of Fire Island Inlet. All of the 
Bay traps, numbering approximately eight, were a complete loss, 
much of the damage resul ti:ng from houses being carried directly 
through the trap area on the crest of the high tidal wave which 
swept over the strip of sandy beach near Fire Island Inlet, en
gulfing the Bay and flooding the towns and villages on the northern 
side of Great South Bay. Trap fishing in the Bay will not be 
resumed until May of 1939. Damage to gear estimated at $10,000. 
There are indications that the valuable shellfish beds, most of 
which are privately owned by the Blue Point Oyster Company, 
West Sayville, have been severely damaged by the overflow of sludge 
and mud. A survey of these beds is being made by the Blue Point 
Oyster Company in an effort to determine the extent of the damage. 
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Moriches Bay Region 
Although practically no commercial fishing is done in these 

waters, this region is a center of considerable sports fishing, 
particularly by row boats. This sports fishing activity was con
ducted by approximately ten operators possessing 51~ row boats. 
All of the stands and many of the boats were completely damaged. 
Extent of damage estimated at $15,000. 

Shinnecock Bay Region 
Practically no commercial or sports fishing is conducted in 

this Bay and hence the loss here was insignificant compared to the 
other regions. Considerable damage was done, however, to private 
property and to small shacks used by a few shellfish operators 
that engaged in tonging principally for clams and oysters. Damage 
to fishing industry estimated at $2,000. 

Montauk 
Montauk village consisting of approximately 400 fishing 

shanties was completely demolished. All pound nets located in 
Fort Pond and Gardiners Bays were completely wiped out and most of 
the fishing boats were beached on the sandy shore and thereby escaped 
complete ruin, most of the dffinage being confined to sprup~ seams re
sulting from excessive strain and from damage to hulls and riggings 
resulting from collision with other drifting vessels and from the 
pounding of the surf while on the sandy beach. 

A few of the commercial boats and a number of charter boats 
used for sports fishing were sunk in the vicinity of the dock at 
the Montauk Yacht Club. An effort is being made to l~epair those 
vessels that were driven ashore and to raise the sunken boats. 

It is expected that only a few pound nets will be reset for 
fall fishing out of approximately 80 nets in operation prior to the 
storm. Loss from damage to sport and commercial fishing, including 
shacks, boats, and gear, estimated at $400,000. 

Long Island Sound Region 
Sport and corruuercial fishing from East River to Greenport at 

the eastern end of Long Island is relatively less importa.nt than at 
other parts of Long Island. Little damage was sustained by the 
cornrnercial fishery which is concentrated on the Sound side in the 
vicinity of Greenport and Orient Point. A few otter trawls operat
ing out of Greenport were damaged but have been quickly repaired and 
will resume fishing within -the next week,or so. Loss from damage in 
the Greenport area to commercial fishery~~stimated at :jj)lO,OOO. Sports 
fishing, particularly by row boats, is ot" some importance at the 
western end of the north shore in the vicinity of Han~stead Harbor, 
extending eastward to Smithtown Bay. This region experienced an 
exceptionally high tide causing considerable damage to row boats and 
row boat stands. It is not known definitely how many of the 1,000 
row boats operated in this area were damaged but it is expected that 



.," 
IVIr. Bailey - Report of storm -3- October 10, 1938 

it was not relatively as much as in Moriches Bay area. Without 
reliable data it is estimated that the damage to the sports fish
ery in this western region on the north shore is possibly $10,000. 

In this region considerable destruction of private pleasure 
boats resulted from being washed ashore by the 15 foot tidal wave :J.rV0-a which over:~owed most of this region. 

@- • ' ~""¥''''~';~f' ;":-~:-'::ur opinion th~~n~:!d~~:e~~~ancial assistance is .~ (',' { i' 

needed by the County of New Suffolk for rehabilitation of the ,}Yij\'" [ N

numerous towns in that county which suffered :y:,.e gxeabes t~rtllrough 
loss of life and property damage. Some of these towns, ~ par-
ticularlyI' West Hampton, are already receiving governmental relief 
assistance through Vv1'A and National Youth Administration projects 
but additional help is sorely needed. 

Revisions in the program of the Biological Survey of the 
marine fisheries of Long Island being conducted by the New York rl'.".} , 
St8.te Conservation Department with the cooperation of the Bureau~ "'( . ...,tv ~f)' 
have been made in order to determine what physical and biologicalJ 
changes in the bay and ocean regions have resulted from the recent 
storm. For instance, eleven new inlets from the ocean to the bays 
on the south shore have been made as result of the storn and it is 
naturally expected that this will result in considerable changes in 
the physical, chemical and biological conditions of these bay regions 
which are noted for their cornmercial and recreational fisheries. 

Summa~.- Estimated damages in the various regions are as follows: 

New York (Long Island area) 

Great South Bay (damage to gear) 
Moriohes Bay 
Shinneoook Bay 
Montauk 
Long Island Sound region 

Commercial fishery in Greenport area 
Sports fishery (:estimated) 

Total for Long Island area 

$10,000 
15,000 
2,000 

400,000 

lID, 000 
10,000 

$447,000 



Milton J. Lobell 

Rec'd, October 31, 1938 

FURTHER FINDINGS ON THE DESTRUCTION OF FISHING GEAR AND 
BOATS IN THE HURRICANE OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1958 

A detailed survey of BIo,ck Island in regard to the amount of 

damage done to fishing gear and boats was completed recently. Of a 

total of 50 boats, 20 were total losses, 15 were damaged seriously, 

and 15 were slightly damaged or not affected. Of the boats, the 

majority were lobstering craft and the remainder were rigged either 

as swordfishermen or draggers. An estimated $100,000 will be required 

to repair and replace the fishing vessels. 

Gear losses include 5,500 lobster pots and their lines, and 

about $1,500 worth of flounder and swordfishing gear. Total gear 

losses will approach $50,000. 

Dealers' losses include destruction of docks, houses, and 

equipment, which amounts to around $10,000. 

In summarizing, it appears that the total damage to gear, 

boats, and structures devoted to fishing and handling of fish will 

be in the neighborhood of $160,000. 


