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An Betimets of Burriesne Demnge Sustained by Cosmereial
snd Sport Fishermen in the lomg Island Ares
b
T, Co Neville

Us 8+ Burean of Fisheries

Ag & result of o general survey of the dumage %o fishing villages
and fighing gear resulting from the severe storm of September 21, 1986,
the follewing infermation has beenm obtaimed, The brumt of the storm oo
and the grestest demege ooourred on the south and eastern shores of
long Island, perticularly im the visinity of Five Tsland Tulet, Oreat
Sexth By, Neriches Buy, amd Memteuks |

All osesn traps off Pire z;/w Indet ‘wers sopslietely demelished,
together with conslderadle demege to fishermen', saaps Joeated just
inside ths Inlet on Great Seuth Bays lLess of goar and shors preperty
estimted at $125,000. |

An attempt will be made Yy one or two sompanisg %o fish cow tyap
ssoh throughout the reminder of the seusen which snda about November 15.
¥ost of the sonesrns, whieh mhm about sixz, de not sxpest %o resume
fishing besauss of the lesk of finaneial reserve and the wmperteinties
of sueassaful fishing during the short period ihut remuins of the usvml
ssascne It 19 possidle thut st least ome of the largest and oldset of
thess outfits may have ¢ dselare bankrupbey.
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This region suffersd relatively less demage than the outside oeean
trap ares ninmse there are fower and ampller traps set ingide the Bay
than on the ossan side of Pire Igland Inlets ALl of the Bey traps,
aumbering spproxisutely eighk, were o osuplete loss, much of the danuge
Pesulting from houses baing earried dirsestly through the trep eres om
She erest of the high $1dal wave whish smeph over the strip of sandy
beash near Pire Island lelet, emgulfing the Bay sand flecding the towss
and villages om the northern side of Great South Bay. Trep fishing ia
the Bay will not be resused watil Mey of 1939, Damage % gear estimmted
st $10,000, Therc mre indiestions that the valusbls shellfish beds,
most of whish are privwtely owsed ly the Blus Peint Gysber Compsny, West
Wm.,huwh«nmlrmwmwﬂnd'#mm‘m-
A survey of thess beds {z delng reds by the Blus Peist Oywbter Compemy im

an offort to determine the extent of the damage.

Preoticslly mo ecumersial or sports fishing is eondusted im this
Doy and hemes the lszs hers mns Lmeignaiftosnt ocunpared te the other
raglonu. Conalderable damage was done, however, te privds property
mmmummwwnrwﬂmmnimmummna
tonging prineipally for slams smd oywters. Damage to fishing industry
eatimated at £8,000.

loutauk village coneisting of approximmtely 400 fishing shanties s
completely demolisheds All poumd nets liwbed in Fort Poad and Gerdiners
Bays were csapletely wiped ovt and most of the flahlg beats wore bewshed
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on the sandy shore and thereby sseaped sumplete ruln; most of the
desmge being sonfined ¢o sprung seams resulting frowm exvessive sbmin
ad from dumage to hulls and riggings resulting frow eollisfon with
sther drifting vessels and from the peunding of the surf while en the
-maybmh‘ |

A fow of the scameroisl boats and s mumber of charter boats used
for sports flahing were sunk in the visimity of the desk at the Lambenk
Yasht Clubs An effert is deing meds to repedr those vessels Shat were
driven ashore and to ralss the sunken boatss

It is expested thet emly & few pound nets will be reest for fall
fishing out of approximately B0 sets in operation prior to the storms

e

boste, and gear, sstimbed at $400,000,

Sport amd csmereial fishing from Bash River o Orvemport at the
aastern end of Long Island is relatively less lmportast thanet ether
perts of lLoung Islamds Little dumage wna sustained by the commsrelal
fishery which is eonoentrated on the Semsd aide in the vieimity of
Oresuport and Orismt Point. A few otber trawls cperating out of Oreene
part were dspaged but have besn quiekly repaired and will reswss Fishing
within the mext week or so. mmwm Gresapert arsm to
comperetal fishery is sstimated at $10,000. Sports fishing, partisulerly
by row boats, is of soms importance at the western end of the north shore
in the vicinity of Hsmpateed Harbor, extending ssetward to Snithbown Baye
This region experisnosd an exeeptionally high tide enveing m%lc
darmge to row boats and row bost stants. It s not known definitely hew
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many of the 1,000 rew beets operated in this area wers damaged but it
is sxpested that it was mot réktively as muoh as ix Noriches Day ares.
Without relisble date 1t is cstimebed that the demase to the sparts
fisghery is this western regien on the nerth shore is poseidly $10,000.
In this regien eomsiderable destrustions of priwte plsasurs doats
resulted fram being wawhed sthore by the 16 foot tidel wave whieh cvere
flowed most of this region.
Simery
istimated daneges in the various regions are as follows: b
Bow York (lomz Ielend ares) |
Great Couth Bay (dammge €0 per)...e.sss$30,000
¥orishes mmth-nﬁ‘ua«ngcqrwwca.-.nu‘nc u'@e
Shinneovek Bay esssscsvnnssvrsavnnnsrsese $,000
THREPREPERBSASLEEREERI R0 e s et o eanliDO OO0
Long lsland Sound reglon:

Commureinl fishery in Greenport ares. 10,000
Bporte fishery (estimeted)eci..ivneee 10,000

Total for long 1s1and Aremccecssssovsasnssssnces 447,000

It ia owr opiniem thmt tmaediate Miﬂ sasistanes i nesded by
the County of Xew Sulfelk for rehabilitation of the mmersus towms ia
that sounty whieh suffered mest seversly through less of 1ifs snd property
darxage. Some of thees toame, particularly West Hampten, sre alresdy ree
esliving goverrmental relisf sssistunce shreugh ¥PA and Natioma)l Youth
Aministration projeets but asditionel help is serely needed.



ﬁwhim in the program of the Blologiea) Survey of tie wmerins
fisharies of long Island being oondusted by the Yew York Stete Congere
vation Department with the scoperstion of the Sureau of Fisheries have
besn pade in order to determine wiat physiesl and biolezical chenges in
the bay and cossn regzicns have resulted from the resent etorms For
instense, sleven new inlets frem the coean to the baye om the scuth
shore have been made as & result of the sterm and it is maturally exe
peoted thet this will result iz econsidersble ohanges in the physieal,
chemieal, and blologieal conditions of these bay regioms whioh are
noted for thelr commereial and reorestional fiaheries.



