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REPORT O}l U" S. COi.ltnSGION OF FISH AND F!SHERIES 

John J. Brice, Commissioner 

\\/Jods -:HJla L2b:ratoi"/ THE YEAR ENDING Jm1E 30, 1897 
;\t"lil\}SCf"!P':: Report Number,_ -: :~07, 1 

.t.. ,-,.-t ,I :..l!a ST. CROIX RIV.E..'i SYBTEtl 

(1) That the disposaJ., through the madiur:l ot the water, of a1.1 
kinds of sawmill refuse be prohlbl ted throughout the entil'e river 
system. Sawaust is the only kind of such refuse now understood to 
be disposed of in this manner, and its retention on land can un-_ 
doubtedl~· be provided for at comparatively slight expense, as has 
been done in other places. -

(2) That all extraneous material encumbering the channel of 
the river in tidal water between the Calais-St. Stephen Bridge and 
The Ledge, a.nd rqsul t1ng from the deposition of sa-vn-;c,1l1 refuse, be 
removed.. This measure is requested in the intGrest especially of 
navigatio,n, but there is 110 doubt that the fisheries would also be 
benef1 ted thereby. 'He do not consider, however, that such a step 
vlould be jus tl1·iabla whi Ie the practice of allo'Ning said refuse to 
escap$ into the river still continues. It would also be of great 
advantage to the fisheries if" the beds of sav..wll1 refuse occurring 
betw'een Union Dam and F'ourth Dam, above tidal waters, could be re
moved to the extant of pro'Jiding at least a wider and more direct 

- channel for the passage of salmon. 

(3) That the sewa.ge from the St. Croix Cotton Hill b4 dis
posed ot: in such ma~.tller as to prevent any harmful 1nf~uance upon 
ths salliion in that vicinity during their ascent of the river. 

(4) That the tan11eriBs be prohibited from using the streans 
adj ncent to them for the dispos3.1 of tan 'barl{, tan liquor, .fleoh
Ings, hair, or ot~er ref'l:se V7hizh may be deleterious to fishes" 
All liquids from the washings of the hides containing any h::lrnful 
ingredients should be purifi·ad before being al10wed to enter the 
strea.Tl1. 

(5) That all f1shways .and passageways through the several 
dams be plaoad in good repair and be modifiGd where nece$sary to 
insure their greater efficiency, and that subsequently they be 
maintained in proper condition and their app~Oaahe5 }:ept cl'3ar of 
drift materials. The construction of all ne71 dams sh-ould b.g sub
ject to Govarnwent authority, and should coni"ormto such Tequire
ments in each case as the circnnstances may warrant. 

(6) That in the case of all log-driving da.ms provision be 
:nade to keep one or mora of the gatss open at all times when their 
use is not act1.1ally required in cOIDlection with the driving of logs. 

(7)-That in those streams to which the salmon resort for 
spawning ptu'poses all sources of pollution be restrained and all 
obstructions and existing impurities be re2:loved as far as possible. 
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(8) That net fishing be prohibited throughout the fresh waters 
ot the system. 

(9) That t"ha capture of salmon in the neighborhood of their 
spawning-grounds. and in the approachos to flshways, or by any means 
except hook and line, be proP~bited. 

(~O) That appropriate and uniform regulations be established 
with respect to all classes of fishing in the frash waters of the 
system, the same having reference to methods and extent of fishing, 
close seasons, eta. 

(11) That in the event of the removal of all obstructions and 
polluting agencies a,nd the estab11shmant and enforoement or sui t
able regulations, the increase of the supply of both salmon and 
landlocked salIT!on by artificia.l meuns be attempted through the co
operation of the two goverm1ents. 


