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Table 8. Confirmed human-caused mortality and serious injury records of Nova Scotian sei 
whales (Balaenoptera borealis), 2006 - 2010.  

Datea Report 
Type 

Age, Sex, 
Length 

Locationa Assigned Cause: 
P=primary, 

S=secondary 

Notes/Observations 

        

Vessel 
Strike 

    
        Entanglement/   

        Fish 
interaction 

  

4/17/2006 mortality Juvenile 
Male 10.9m 

Baltimore, 
MD 

P   Brought in on bow of ship, 
freshly dead; massive 
hemorrhaging on right side; 
large blood clot behind head; 
several broken ribs 

9/16/2006 serious 
injury 

age & sex 
unknown  

Jeffreys 
Ledge 

  P Constricting wrap cutting into 
skin; no gear recovered 

5/30/2007 mortality Adult 
Female 
14.4m 

off Deer 
Island, MA 

P   Broken left flipper, 8 vertebral 
processes, and 4 ribs; right 
flipper sheared off; lower jaw 
dislocated; hemorrhaging 
and/or edema associated with 
lower jaw and left flipper 
region 

4/9/2008 serious 
injury 

age & sex 
unknown 

Great South 
Channel 

  P Constricting wrap on fluke; 
skin sloughing; no gear 
recovered 

6/29/2008 mortality age & sex 
unknown 
15m (est) 

Slack's 
Cove, NB 

  P Extensive entanglement 
evident; no gear present 

5/19/2009 mortality Juvenile 
Male 12.7 
m 

off 
Rehobeth 
Beach, DE 

P   Posterior portion of skull & 
right mandible fractured; 
hemorrhaging dorsal to left 
pectoral 

a.       The date sighted and location provided in the table are not necessarily when or where the serious injury or 
mortality occurred; rather, this information indicates when and where the whale was first reported beached, 
entangled, or injured.  

  


