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SHORTNOSE STURGEON (Acipenser brevirostrum)  
HEAD: Lips greater than 60% 
width of head at that point. No in-
dentation on head between eyes.  
 
SCUTES: Simplified pattern of 
post anal ventral scutes. 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / FSB 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Atlantic stur-
geon (pg. 153). 

STURGEON 
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ATLANTIC ANGEL SHARK (Squatina dumeril)  
COLOR: Brown. 
 
FINS: Broad pectoral fins.  
 
HEAD: Nasal barbels. Large eyes.  
 
SPINES: Spines along back from 
head to dorsal fins.  
 
 

 

SHARKS 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 
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CHAIN DOGFISH (Scyliorhinus retifer)  
COLOR: Light brown. Distinct 
chain-like pattern.  
 
 

 

SHARKS 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 
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ATLANTIC SHARPNOSE SHARK (Rhizoprionodon terraenovae)  
COLOR: Gray dorsal surface. 
Pale ventral surface. Faint white 
blotches scattered on lateral sur-
face of adults. 
 
BODY: Small; comparable in size 
to dogfish.  
 
HEAD: Long, pointed snout. Real 
teeth; compared to grinding plates 
of dogfish.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / ESB 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Smooth dogfish 
(pg. 158), spiny dogfish (pg. 159). 

SHARKS 
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SMOOTH DOGFISH (Mustelus canis)  
COLOR: Uniformly gray.  
 
FINS: No spines projecting from 
anterior base of dorsal fins.  
 
HEAD: Grinding plate instead of 
true teeth.  
 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Atlantic 
sharpnose shark (pg. 157), spiny dogfish (pg. 
159). 

SHARKS 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 
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SPINY DOGFISH (Squalus acanthias)  
COLOR: Gray with variable pale 
spots.  
 
FINS: Spine projecting from ante-
rior base of both dorsal fins.  
 
HEAD: Grinding plate instead of 
true teeth.  

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Atlantic 
sharpnose shark (pg. 157), smooth dogfish (pg. 
158). 

SHARKS 
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DUSKY SHARK (Carcharhinus obscurus)  
COLOR: Blue-gray dorsal surface. 
White ventral surface.  
 
FINS: First dorsal fin originates 
slightly anterior to free tips of pec-
toral fins.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Apex 
Predators 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Sandbar 
(brown) shark (pg. 161).  

SHARKS 
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SANDBAR (BROWN) SHARK (Carcharhinus plumbeus)  
COLOR: Brown.  
 
FINS: Very large first dorsal and 
pectoral fins. First dorsal begins 
over mid-point of pectoral fins.  
 
HEAD: Long, pointed snout.  
 
 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Dusky shark 
(pg. 160).  

SHARKS 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Coop-
erative Research 
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PORBEAGLE (Lamna nasus)  
COLOR: Blue-gray dorsal surface. 
White ventral surface. White 
lower posterior edge of first dorsal 
fin. 
 
BODY: Stout body with large 
black eyes. Secondary smaller keel 
under posterior section of main 
lateral keel.  
 
HEAD: Pointed snout.  
 
HABITAT: Cold water shark; pre-
fer water temperatures in the 50’s 
to low 60’s (degrees Fahrenheit). 
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / FSB 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Blue shark (pg. 
165), shortfin mako (bonito) shark (pg. 164), 
white shark (pg. 163). 

SHARKS 
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WHITE SHARK (Carcharodon carcharias)  
COLOR: Blue-gray dorsal surface. 
White ventral surface.  
 
BODY: Heavy, torpedo shaped 
body.  
 
FINS: Crescent shaped caudal fin; 
both lobes about equal size, sup-
ported by thick keel.  
 
HEAD: Conical snout. Black eyes. 
Triangular, serrated teeth.  

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / Apex 
Predators 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Blue shark (pg. 
165), porbeagle shark (pg. 162), shortfin mako 
(bonito) shark (pg. 164). 

SHARKS 
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SHORTFIN MAKO (BONITO) (Isurus oxyrinchus)  
COLOR: Indigo-purple dorsal sur-
face. Silver lateral surface. White 
ventral surface. 
 
BODY: Single keel on caudal pe-
duncle.  
 
HEAD: Large, well developed eye. 
Pronounced knife-like teeth.  
 
HABITAT: Warm water shark; 
prefer water temperatures greater 
than 60 degrees Fahrenheit.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / PIRO 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Blue shark (pg. 
165), porbeagle shark (pg. 162), white shark (pg. 
163).  

SHARKS 
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BLUE SHARK (Prionace glauca)  
COLOR: Bright blue.  
 
BODY: Sleek body  
 
FINS: Long pectoral fins.  
 
HEAD: Pointed snout. Large eyes.  
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / PIRO 

MAY BE CONFUSED WITH: Shortfin mako 
(bonito) shark (pg. 164).  

SHARKS 
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TIGER SHARK (Galeocerdo cuvier)  
COLOR: Gray with vertical tiger-
stripe markings.  
 
HEAD: Wide, blunt snout. Sickle 
shaped teeth.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / FSB 

 

SHARKS 
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THRESHER SHARK (Alopias vulpinus)  
COLOR: Blue-brown. White ven-
tral surface. 
 
FINS: Long caudal fin; about half 
the total length of body.  
 
HEAD: Small, curved teeth.  
 
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / ESB 

 

SHARKS 
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BASKING SHARK (Cetorhinus maximus)  
COLOR: Gray-blue.  
 
BODY: Extremely large gill slits.  
 
HEAD: Massive, conical snout. 
Subterminal mouth.  
 

PHOTO CREDIT: NOAA / NMFS / NEFSC / FSB 

 

SHARKS 
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Alewife, 53 
Alligatorfish, 135 
Amberjack, Greater, 69 
Argentine, Atlantic, 134 
 
Barrelfish, 123 
Bass 
 Black Sea, 100 
 Blackmouth, 101 
 Striped, 102 

Beardfish, 124 
Bigeye, 121 
 Short, 122 
Bluefish, 118 
Boarfish, Deepbody, 108 
Bonito, Atlantic, 63 
Bream, Sea, 90 
Bumper, Atlantic, 73 
Butterfish, 105 
 
Cobia, 127 
Cod, Atlantic, 32 
Crab 
 Blue, 138 
 Deep Sea Red, 146 
 Galatheid, 149 
 Gladiator Box, 148 
 Inflated Spiny, 144 
 Jonah, 141 
 Lady, 140 
 Northern Stone, 145 
 Rock, 142 
 Snow, 143 
 Speckled, 139 
 Spider, 147 
Croaker, Atlantic, 79 
Cunner, 95 

Cusk, 35 
Cusk-Eel, Fawn, 113 
Cutlassfish, Atlantic, 109 
 
Dogfish  
 Chain, 156 
 Smooth, 158 
 Spiny, 159 
Dory, Buckler (John Dory), 107 
Drum  
 Banded, 78 
 Black, 81 
 Red, 82 
 
Eel  
 Conger, 110  
 
Flounder 
 Fourspot, 23 
 Gulf Stream, 29 
 Smallmouth, 30 
 Summer (Fluke), 24 
 Winter, 25 
 Witch, 28 
 Yellowtail, 26 
 
Gaper, Redeye, 129 
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