ROUTINE AGE READING UNIT--JUSTIFICATION

Carrying out routine age determination for the major New
England fish stocks is a laborious, time-consuming, but necessary
task, presently carried out on a part-time basis by six individual
biologists in each of seven single species investigations. The data
are required for assessing the effects of fishing upon the stocks and
for carrying out population dynamics studies.

As validation of age reading techniques are completed, the
readings become more routine and should then be carried out by
specialized personnel who can read large numbers of scales, oto-
liths, or other structures more efficiently and with greater pro-
duction. This will relieve biologists of such routine, time-consum-
ing work and permit them to carry out more creative activities,

It is proposed that routine age determinations of haddock,
redfish, scup, red hake and other industrial fishes, and flounders
be started in 1961, of silver hake and cod in 1962, and in 1964,
routine age determinations be started for pollock and other boreal
groundfishes,

Routine age determinations of other species of interest will
be phased into the project as the age method is validated and

standardized,
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