
OYSTER INVESTIGATIONS: BACKGROUND, JUSTIFICATION 
AND OBJECTIVES 

List of Projects 

1. Preparation of the book on oyster biology based on studies of 

structure, functions and requirements of the American oyster 

Crassostrea virginica. 

2. Productivity and methods of cultivation of oysters in the waters 

of the Cape Cod area. 

3. Control of whelks, drills, and other predators of oysters in 

Cape Cod waters. 



OYSTER INVESTIGATIONS: BACKGROUND, JUSTIFICATION 
AND OBJECTIVES 

Sound knowledge of the biology, physiology and ecology 

of mollusks is the basis for successful management and de-

velopment of shellfishery resources of the country. The need 

for such information regarding the oyster is particularly ur-

gent because of the general decline in oyster production, wide-

spread and unexplained mortalities of oysters in the Middle 

Atlantic and Northern States, depletion of oyster grounds by 

sbxfish and other predators and overfishing of public oyster 

bottoms. No handbook of this type is available in any language. 

The present knovvledge of oyster biology is being summarized in 

a comprehensive book which is based on critical examination of 

the world literature and on original research conducted at Woods 

Hole Laboratory and in the field. 

The oyster investigations consist of the following three 

projects: 

1. Preparation of the book on oyster biology based on 

studies of structure, functions and requirements of 

the American oyster, Crassostrea virginica. 

2. Productivity and method of cultivation of oysters in 

the waters of Cape Cod area. 

3. Control of whelks, drills and other predators of 

oysters in Cape Cod waters. 
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