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lJUndred a,ud fifty porpoi;;es aud over one thousand lJllU~"kfi8h, ;yielding them about 1,500 barrt:llt;

of oil. for tbt" IIlOl'1t, of which they founu immediate r<ille. .. This, unexpected suece(;(; 80 late in the

yrar put Dew life into ~ome who had spent, all the former ~eason of the J'ear ill toil and labor to
little or liD llurpo,,~.""

174'l.

In 1744, it is narrated by the Boston News Letter, It Nantucket Indian struck a black.fish, was

eallght b,y a foul line, carried down, and .lrowned. 'This and the preceding are the first instances
of t.lte use of the name whicb I have met with.

1753.

In 1753 i.8 Will! 'vored, "for Ul(\ time to ('..oml', if 'J,ny l)~l'<lon ~b\l.lI take a boy under ten y",·ar,.

old to drh-'c bl;wkfish or purpoise,;, he or the)' iihull have nothing allowed for the boy; lI,ull tlla.t

wbl'U any blackfh;h or porpoil>e shall be drivel! UShUHl and ki1Jed by an~' number of boat~" of till'

inha.bitants of this toWIl t if one man or morc shall iusisL Oil hl1Ying the th,;h divided to eaeh boat,
It I;baU be done."

1770,

In 1710, it is flaid by Pratt in his Bist,ory of Wellfleet, all the oysters in Wellfteet Bay died.

" What caused this destruction hi not certain I.\" kuowlI t but it is supposed I hat, as, at this time, a
large number of blacktlsh died and Clum: on slIol'tJ, where their carcasiies remained, producing a

very filthy condition of the water, it eamwd this illortality."
Auother historian of Wellfi(>ljt, iu the last c-entur.v, remarks: "it would be curious indeed to

a cOlllltryman, who lives at a distance from the sea, to be acquainted with tbe lI'WtllOd of kjlJing

blackfh.b. Their size is from 4 to 5 tons weight; wbell full grown. When tl.ley come within our
l11tl'bors boatoil surrouud them. Tbey are as easily orinm to tlJe sbore as cattle or l'\heep are l.1riv611
on the land, The tide leaves them and they are eaails kiJIed, TbeyaN II lli>b of the wbale kind J

and will average a barrel of oil eu{)h. I ha"e seeu nearly four hundred at one time lying dead on

the suore. It lS not, h()Wt'>V~I', "Vt'>ry often of late th9t th~ fieh <mille intQ ..:mr harbor." t

1828.

The Barnstable Journal of November 7, 1828, records that" La!>t week a shoal consi.still~of

fifteen of these fish were surrounded by boats and driven on shore at Truro. The day following
seventeen more were tllken in like rna,nuer at the Sllme place. A numoor have hOOD ta.ke at Or­
leaus."

"A. qna.ntity of oil from the gmmpu~ latdy caught at, HarpsweUJ 'Me.; has ~n BOld at, Bath,
at $18 per barrel." t

1834.

"The blooldillh driven ashore at Sandy N(\ckl Barnstable, by several fish boat8 were stripped

oftbeir blabber, whi~h was taken on board of the vessels to which the boats belonged on Friday

I.a3t and CQrried to PfuviJicetown for the PUl'p088 oftr~'i.ug it onto We learn from om, of the men
engaged in the-business that there were about one hundred and forty driven on shore, of which oue

hUndred and eight <mly were saved, the uudertow of the next tide taking the otbera off again unex­
pectedly. It~was thoUght that the blubber saved was suffioient to make 150 barrels, whicb is worth
from 110 totllSperbattaL"§ .
-.. __..- .:- .

~ Stf:ol:.bUll,k; Hi.t..~~i6~'Wh1JJe Pi....ml, p~33.~-.- t Glo~t;"iel~h,'-NOV~~ber 8,l;i. ---
'LUI~ in',OOiI.Ilu.. Hiat.· 800., 1794, iii, \I Bant.table Patriot, AUgust 2fi, 1834.

-bat...;»». -lU~~.I:l1;
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1837.

"A small party of fishermen from Squaw captured a. school of thirty-six blackfish measuring
from 12 to 20 feet ill length. l'bey were seen near shore, and the fi/Shermen surrounded them ill

their wherries and drove them ashore, where theS killHd them with knives, pitchforks, &1.\. The oil

worth $300 to $400."'"
1843.

"July 20 about olle hundred blaclilish entered tbis harbor. Captain Baxter, keeper ot
light, tliseoverl'tl them. 'l'bf'.Y we,re driven into sboal water br the splaahing of the oars. De<~tlJ

blows were inflicted with all sorts of implements from a bowie knife to a rake handle, irwluding

rusty bu;)ronets, lJlades of He;ythell, &ie. SeventJ-five barrels of oil were obtained. Some of the

fish were from ~o to :!;j foot long and Hi feet in circumference. If one of the sebool is lanced so 80S

t,o bring blood the whole school will follow the track of the wounded fish, hence the first wounded

must be driven toward the shore in order to capture the school." t

1860--18li2.

"About one huudred aud fifty blackftsh were captnred on 'l'ruro beach on Friday week, and
one hundred aIld eighty at Eastham on Monday." t .

"Saturday night ~\ school of blackfish was driven allhortJ at North Eastham, and twenty-eight
were captured," §

1863.

"The Nantucket hlquirer and Mirror of the 4th August gives an account of the captnre of
blackftsh on the 30th ultimo. The,\' took ninetY-Que in all-the entire school. They attacked these

fish in water up to their waists. They are from 10 to 20 feet in length and average half a ton eacb.
The yield will 00 150 barrels."

• Glouctl8ter Telegrv.ph, Ollwber'14, 1837.
t BarJllltable PatrWt, July ,26, 18t3.
; Gloucester Telegraph, September 11, 'll:1OO•
• Barnat.able Patriot, A.ugu8t 94, l&.

I Lewi'&. l'!ewhall'imat.ary lifi..pul"p,.'.IA .
, Yarmouth Reglst.er: " , " '
.. IJa.mBtable PatrWt. JulY::ui:.l8B5. ,,"~ , '
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"They are very frequently found in the fiats and marshes, where they have been left b)' the
receding tide, and it il,; customarJT for the finder to mark them bS cutting hi8 initials on theif
fiesh until it is convenient; othe1"8, to make thf' watter donbl;y snft'; drive down stakes and fuswlI

tllern theJ"eb~'. The keeper of Billinsgate light.llOu~e jll Eastham a few mornings since fonnd the

~h(Jre for a long distance strewed witb tllest;! til,h, that had been frightened ashore dUring the

night by being pursued b.y some fishing "flu.el" uuring the day. He proceeded to mark them,
ateunling to custom, jumped in hiI! boat and went over to Pro~in(;eto"'ll,wherl' he sold (Jut hi!;
l'iA"Lt for $1,000, and his purchasers marle a, good bar~aill at that.

"On .Friday last Oapt. Joseph Hamblin, of Yanlloutb, with two or three other gentlemen, drQve
hetween sevellt,:., or eighty blackfisu into 001' harbO!. After pursuing them for a considerable

di"talloo the) finally UrGYt:l thew ashore, ami sunooeded in killing sevent.,r-onl' of their lIuwber, and
th~',Y are now engaged in trying out the oil. Thiti school will yield Ilome $1,500 worth of oi1."·

I. On tbtl 2d instant about sixty blackfish were captured in Truro on the ba;y tiide. The;y were
wurth '1,1)00." t

1859.

I. BLAOJ(FISH-LA.RGE HAUL•...:.On Saturday Jast four boats belonging to Brewster, Easthalll,
ami Orleans t!ucceeded in driving ashore at Brewster a large school of blaekfish, and, with the
aid of people on shore, they were slaughten~d by spea.rs, lances, scythes; and whattlver came to

Land, }learly seven hundred were captured, the proceeds from which must be something near

$7,000, divided among about twenty penwns."t

1865.

Capt. Jonathan Cook, of Provincetown, says: "In November, 186.5, I bought seven hundred
awl l>ixtJ.eigbt blackftsh at. Welltleet, at "12 apiece, and paid $9,216 for tbem.'l'I

"BLACKFISH.-A school of blackfish was di6co\'erOO. off Provincetowll on Monday night w(IElk
1I,v flome fishing boats, which were immedia.tely put on the chase, and the whole school, numbering
two blllldred and thirtyfonr, were driven on the beach at Brewster tho next day. The fish as they
Jar on the beach were worth some il0,000. About two hundred mon and boltt~ were employed in
t:Mturing them, and the shares were quickly sold at some $50 each, making a good day's work.
'J'lJe beach Wall "isited by hundreds of people to behold slIch a qlIa.ntity of fish. This i8 probably
the greatest catch of blaekftsh ever made in these parUl." §

1810.

"A young bla.cktiJ~b, 8 feet long and weigbing abont 200 pounds, W88 captured at Ipswich on
Frillay by somellshermen." 11

uThe enterprising town ofWell.lleet is in luck this year. Its inhabitants bave been blessed
with a rich barv('st in the mackerel fisheries the past season, snd last week tbe packet schooner

Nellie Baker, When a ahort distance from that port on her passage to Boston, fell in with a It\fge
!>chool ofblll1)kfish~ snd With the a&Sistanoo of about twenty boats and seventy·five meD from Bil­
lingRgate_Point,imooeeded in capturing seven hundred and forty-one of them. Some of tbe:fisb

me~1U'ed over2li feet iIi. length,and that reliable individual, the 'oldest inhabitant,' averred that
there haa beeD nothing like it since he 00.0 rememher. It is estimated that tbese fish will yield fully

700 barrelsof' oil, 'and they haV'e been pnrebaeed by Wellfleet and Provincetown parties at '12
~~e, as theylieml ;the'beaCh, thusrealUing the 8um (If nearly .9,OOO.~

"'Barnla:r.blePatriot, Jul111;1$i6. t l1rid'., November7,1866,-------'
tIbid.,A,-Qg~";.1& ;. HG1oucetterTelegraph, Deoember 7, 18'10.
,:lJiIit.A.u.iWlB. 18EQ.. . .. nu.; i>eoembilr 3, l87O.
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"T:II.E BLACKFISn AT WELLFLEET.-Mr. Cook, of Provincetown, who purchased the black·

fish captured by ",Vell1leet fisherrnen a few day!:! iolince, is in this city to-day and states that probably

1,000 barrels of oil will be obtained froID the lot. It was the l~gestRchool of blackiish tha.t was
ever drh'en on the cape, and anot,her remarkable circumstance is that there was only about a

dozen calves among the lot of over seven hundred."·

1813.

I'Ninety-tbree blackfislJ, )ielding 100 barrels of oil, were taken in De{lember a,t Scituate, near
Sllndwich, Mas.E;." t

1874.

"In the ekaring up of a Sllow-storm at Frieutll:lhip, :Me., ODe morning laRt, week, the people
HviIl~ round the harbor were astonished to see it literally filled with blackfish. In a "ery short

time l\YCQ,- uuat n,nd dory was manned by hartly fishermen, who rowed to the mouth of the hlU'bor,

formmg H. line fI'(HlI short>- to sbore, and thNl commenood driviug the fish slowl~- up the harbor, aDd

tlIrou~b It narrow pas~age into Shipyard Cove. Tbeu the work of killing them commenced. There
were Olle huml1'cd lclud eight~'-one fish slaughtered, the largest 19 fl.'et long, and provably weighing

2 tons; the smallel>t at lelUlt 10 feet j probable average length, 15 f~et. It i8 estimated tha.t they

will make 150 barrels of oil, the blubber filling the uecks of thI'ce larg'EI BchooneI'll. The oldest fish­

ermen Utere never saw a. blacktisll that side of George'!'; Island before."

"LAIWE SCHOOL 0:10' BLAOK1<'I8H.-J.ast \YEldnei>tlay It school of twenty-eight blackfish went

ashore near North Truro statioll. On Friday morning abollt 7 o'clock more were sighted from tbe

sbore. A great number of boat8 started in hot pursuit, and overtaking them it was discovered

t.he school wa!3 a very large one. The driving toward shoI'1:\ immediately began amid great excite­

ment on part of fisb, and men too. It was with a good deal of difficulty that the fish were grounded,

mallY having tu be Rlaughtered in wa.ter 5 or {I feet deep. ],ive hundred and forty.si.x: were, bow­
ever, landed j but before this was accomplished another school was sighted heading for shore;

seventy·two were found to be in this lot, which were secured, making in all six hundred and eight­

een fish landed that morning', and six hundred and forty-six during the week, lining the shore of
North 'Truro for nearly a mile. There are, including boats, neMlr three hundred shares to divide
spoils among-clerks, printers, cJerg)Tmell, veteran whalers, sbipma-llters, and photographe1'f. all

participating in the fracas, and all coming in for a portion of the proceeds. The following gentlemen

bought fish at the anction sale Saturday morning, Capt. Gideon Bowley, auctioneer: Eben

Cook (for firms of E. & E. K. Cook & Co" and H. & S. Cook & Co.); Charles A. Cook; Eo A.

Lewis & Co. j Mr. Long, of Harwich; John Thompson, of Truro; George Holmes; Harvey S.
Oook, and others. Several pa,mes besides those named being associated with tlose bidding the

fish in. They averaged $9.25 each, distributing .5,777.25 WIlODg the peoIlle of this town and

Truro, many of whom it will materially assist in llroviding for their winter want8, aid well timed
by an overruling Providence." t

'" In 1874 twenty-three hundred blackfisb was driven ashore aliTrnro, stocking tromt2.0,OOO
to .25,000. Two hundred and eight came on shore November 12, and were wldforel,8OO.as they
lay."§ "'Six hundred and eighteen blaekftsh were captured at North Truro SeptemberS, 1874,

and Bold for t5,805.2J). The purch&86rs expect to make *20,000 from the oil." II
1876.

In 1875 one hundred and nineteen were driven ashore in North Dennis; and BOld for.1P~

• New .BOO.ford8~ Deoomb6r fi, 187().
t Proviaootown Advoeate,Deoero.oorll4, 1873,
*nw.. Septembel: 9, 1874,

i N6WBed!ofd .Mercury,'Noveiiib(li'j 1614;
UCapeAIw. Advertdller.Beptembiir,11.t:EI'14, .
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1876.

In 1876 one htlndred and eighty bla<lkfish were driven by Provincetown people, and grounded
at Orlean!>. They sold at auction for $:!,200.

"October 27, 1876, olle hundred and thirty were driven ashore at Yarmouth. The monsters
wer/l driven ashore by bQat.hook:>, ax&!) forks, &c. Oue hundred ulih were (laptured, or u6i1J:1J' all

the J:lchool. They were sold to out.of·town parties for $8 to $10 each."

1878.

In the first week in January, 1878, one 8chool of ODe hundred and eleven, another of OD{',

hundred and fl.ft,.y, hlackfi.sh were driven allhore at Cape Cod. The first were sold at an avera~e

price of $6.35 each.
1879.

About the 1st of November, 11:l79, a s(l~ol of blackfieh villited IpKwich Bas, Ma8Sachulletts.
The fishermen 011 the north side of Cape Ann, as soon as they fOllnd it. ont, get to work to capture
Ilome of them, and a number were driven upou Coffiu's Beach and killed. On tile 5UI of November
they heard that another school had entered the ba;y; nine doriell, containing twenty mell, immedi.

ately set out frOID the shore, and about eighty black:fish were driven upon t1J.e beach; the Ilext day
fourteen were driven ashore, and :live mote were captured a.t Plum Cove,. making iu alllJinety­

nine fish secnred ill three days, and by twenty men. The fish varied in length from 8 to 20 teet.
Tht' blubber was sold to Dodd & Co., of Gloucester. at ~ cents per pound, and the heads at $1.25
and $1.50eaah, yielding $1,000 _to the fishermen.

A WW blackl1sh had bOOD taken here before this time. Oapt. GeQrge DaviS, ODe of the oldest

residents in thi.!l vicinity, remembers Q, 8chool of fourteen being driven Q/'lhore and captured in

October, 1844 or 1845. He also says that a amaH number were taken here about, ten years ago.
The following table dhoWll some of the catchel> of bJackfillh on the New England OOal:lt during

the past on~ hundr~d and forty yC&l:l; ;

~:r---~ODth. '·~ty. "--l;'~::r I~~~i v~~ of i
!~'II~~~ to Ootobc _-.•-~.~~-~~T~~;-~~~-~:~~~==:'-1, oooJl--~~-~·~·~:~:·- ·.1
,18:ll1; Nov_lter_••• __ ••••• _•• : Tnuo&l><l Or1elona ••• Sll, 30 fllOO I
: 111M iA~ ....•••••.•.•••••.... : :oatn.r..blll...... .......•..•. 140 i 1110 3,500,
i 1a8'l' l~bM'••.•••.•••••••••.•• _.i Cape A.1>n .••.•••..•••••.••• 116 i -&0 i60 I
I lUll i July ..••.....•.•••• ,. .•••..• ] Ban..tabl... . 100 ! 75 I,JlOlI I

VlU !Ootobet.•••••••••••••••" •• '1 C .AIm •••• ••••••• :tl ! ~ 000
1860 &lptllmbor ••. ••• . . •••• . • •• .. TrDI'O &l>d Eaaham......... IllO lIIiO ll, 000 I
tll&:l A\ljplllt ••••••••••••••••.•... ; Jil"orth EMthaw. •...•.•. -..• ' :JlI i 30 600
lIN ••.••• __ .•" •••••• ••••• : Nantnok"t .••.... .••• ... .... III I }OO 3, 000

~ lllIIllh · ••••••..••.••••••••.. '1 Lynn..... .•••• ••••••••••..• 1 ; 11 jlI IIIM5 jlll~••••••• _•••••••••••.•... ~bl"•••• ,............. ~ I 15 1,000::: ~ ;:.----- --- ..-.. -. =--..-------------.-. 1>0' ': ~: I
!1811I A~:::::::::::::::::::::i Truro... :::::::::::::::::::: I ll(l 1,«»
! 1ll6D ""1Igbt-. - '1' 11__.•_••• -•••• ·········1 ,:I 700 6, 000

l8llCi li~r._ We1llleel; •• •••• ••• •••. •••••. 1611 1,000 II, 218
1870 -\- ••••. do , 7l1l; 1,(100 l(l,OOO I

:: .~~.::::::~::::::::::):'~(l~:::::·,:::::::::::::I! ~ . ~: ::: I
lI't'llI·~ber Tt'1U'Cl _•• - ••••••••••••• ' '1IIll G3Il tI,??7 :'
l8'l''Il liOT&abeo: do . . . . .. . • .. . . •. . * tII& ! l,lJOO!
11I'1'1l.~ ",_.__ •_••••••••• lI'ftenMlt>, lire .••.•-- _••_•. \ lBl. 100 i 1, lIOO i
JH1lI .~ ••••••••••••••••••••• lil"~Dww:Ia............... III 1» i I,aoo.

i ==:::::::::::::::::::::. :'::u::::::::::::::::::::! ~: J : i ~: i
;~I·~iIet···'·'-········"·l c.p..A.Jw··················,i .__~L .~_~:~J
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THE BLACKFlSH J!'ISHERY AT TIlli FAROE ISLEs.·-At the Faroe Islands the blackfish
(Globiocephalu8 lIltJl/l$) fishery is carried on in practically the saIlle manner as at Cape Cod, on the
Massachusetts coast. The schools of bhwkfish are driven ashore and killed, or are lanced and
towed ashore. They are in some cases kept in the bays or fiords by a large net, a sma.ller one some·
times being used to gatlier the animals nearer together so as to drive them ashore. When im­
possible to drive them the crew of each boat kill as many U<3 posllible with lances or harpoons.

Wht'll a herd is discovered} a signal is g'i.ven, and boats froUl tbe diff'crent islands meet at the

place appointed by the l'Iignal tires or by t,be white-blau ket sigllals displayed on the hills. The
boat~ immediately form ill half circle ahout tbe school, ant! by tlJrowing stones in the water drive
the animals to the fiord. A noise with tin pans is Bometimc8 llidde to increase their confusion.

Leaders are elected, who give orderR to tbe several boats, alld every person is obliged to obey
instructions given, Besides stones for throwing in the water, each boat has whale lances and
hooks-the largest boats four lances and three hoo~s. The lances are 12 inches long and 4, inches
broad, on a wooden shaft 6 feet long. The harpoon is seldom Hsed} and only at the last extremity,
when it is found impossible to drive the aniwals.

The net lliled for driving is 200 fathoms lOllg, 8 fathoms uetl]), with meshes 6 inches square

made of 9-yarn rope; lead sinker... on the bottom rope} il,ud fifty oak barrelS for floats.
The name "griIfd" is given to a herd of blackfish, a single whale being called a "grindshval"

or" grindfish," the young ones being known as "Leiptur." III oWen times these fish} sometimes
known as "Huidingur," were a great source of f(lod to tbe people of Iceland.

White-painted stones are useful to drive the whales. Tin plates beaten a,gainst stont'..8 are
often used to scare the animals. A grind is sometimes held "at bay~ in a fiord all night, or until

the weather moderates so that they can be driven to the slaugbtering ground. When thus" at
bay" the herd is called "grimIer}" and lies qnietl,v stowed together in a limited space as docile as a
flock of sheep. The use of a harpoon is prohibited until it· is evident "that the animals cannot be

driven, then each man "goes it alone." The net is trawled bebind and ahont the herd so as to

drive them into the fiord and keep them there. Sometimes they tush under or over the net. 'ro

avoid their loss in this manner a secoud net was devised., 'used within the fir8t, and has been
..ery snccessfully used for many years.

The smaller net} of 100 fathoms length, and ., much easier to handle than the large one, is nRed

to bar the grind npon a smaller portion of the harbort by which means much ti"me is S&ved when

the grind breaks throngh the smaller nett as it has not a fourth part of the harbor to move in."

Not a 5illgle fish has e~caped since this pIau was devised. From 1843 to 1878 six thousand and
thirty whales were Cllonght in this way, worth £20,100; while frOm 1584: to 184.3} two hundred and
sixty years, only two thousand one hundred and sixty-nine were caught.

" When the grind has arrived at the month of the whale voe the boa.ts ate~ for the
attack, genemlly in three rows, with a. proper distance betweeneaeh row, in order that if the grind
shonld break through the first row the second may take its place and turn itt and l!lO on.'}

The attack is called "holding a. grind to." One of the boatIJ in the tlrstrow apprOaches close
to the herd 88 it Bwims about in 5 fathoms of water, andWOUJld8 one animal with a lanOO; the

wounded animal rDBhM among the herd and frightens them,' when they rush aooo.t,ge.neraUJ
toward the beach, and mllny are stranded. The first row of boat.s ml!ih among the herd and with

lanC68 and knivC8 kill &8. ~any as possible. The second a.nd third .l'Owsof boats keep out&ide, in

clear water, until it i8 evident the animals are bewildered and seek tbebloody~; they then
join the other bOats, &Ild in a sl:tort time dispatch the entire herd. ' '. _'
~Compiled from prilel'lll8&y by H. C.HtUler, pUbli8hOd in toohize }'.eeay&:or.m,,~~~.
bltian. .' . . '.. , , ..... '
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The first animal is struck in the hind part of the bod)' as the herd is headed toward the
shore; if it be struck forward of the back fiu it will roll OIl its side and awim obliqnely, and the rel:lt
following will break throngh the rows of bouts and perhaps escape.

"From the boats and from the shore the IUell rush into the shallow watfr and with a cut in the
neck witb knives kill the animals, and making fast with tlJeir hook and lille drag the animals on
the beach. On one occasion, in 1873, six hundred and fifty~~venwbales were killed in four honrs."

••Wh~n landed, sworn apprai&~;tsmark 8lWll whale. with 1lumbel' and value; the valu:inl:t 1<; done
a.fter the old computation of gylden and heind. A whale of medium fatness measures 10 foot from
esc to anus, a.nd, according to the regnlations~is worth Oll(l Iu'ltlen (20 ItcilJ(l). !<'ew are larger than

that."
Each whale yields on an average 1 Danish banel of oil (30 EIl,i:!;lish gallon!:J), worth about 4IiB

The meat is worth half as much, 80 that a whale of medium size iH worth .£:1 7$. &1.
The division is next made as soon as P088iblt~,80 that eiwh ma)- get his sbg,re of meat, which ill

wholesome and nutritious, and generally pickled.
One·tenih share goes to tbe OroVi'll, the church, and the minister. The largest and best anima}

il:\ next 5clooted by the crew Qf the boat that fu\5-t reachoo the herd, and the head of thill. whall;', gnes
to the man who diSCOvered them. A.. compensation is then made to the village where the killing
is done, for entertainment of valueI1l, and then an allowance for damage to boats and implements
and personal injuries j another allowance for keeping watch and valuing; also for the poor bOlt
aDd 800001 fund. The remainder is then divided into four parhl. The owner of -the land where
the whales Me killed gt)t8 a. l.'Iharl.'>, and the roBt gOO!> to the II Rap.t(\BID and," VIhich includes tIl\'; IDen

WllO do the killillg and also the villagers at the killing place.
About a. tenth of the whaleti killed usually aiIlk, and are within ten daYH .fished up and sold a,t

public auction, & salvage of one·tenth being deducted and expended in repairs of bridges and land.
ing places, on the islands. After ten daya the whales found are the property of the finder, with the
tenth deduction. Each village and person entitled to a share receives B ticket with the number of

the whale belonging to them, and they proceed at once to secure it. In the mean tiwe dancing
has been going on, and as each boat puts off with its whll.,le or blubber and meat a song of praise

ill sung. Whales belonging to the public funds are sold at auction.

N_mber 0/ bkuJk;,ftd~ 1St the Faroe Islands, 1813 to 1877, arralilled bv flW.. thl..

[Add one·teDth fOT o..nk wha!as.)
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2.-THE PORPOISE FISHERY.

THE PORPOISE I,'ISHEUY OF NEW ENGLAND AND NORTH CAROLINA.

The por{}oise, though abuudant along the Atlantic COa.8t of the United State/;!, is not captured

except at a few places, and in limited numbers. In the Bay of Fund;\-' tbfl Indians shoot harbor

porpoises to some extent for their oil. A very graphic desLTiptioll of porpoise shooting by the
PlUIsamaquoddy lndianll. a.ppeal't'd iu Scribner's :Monthly Magazine for October, 1880.

Along the North Carolina coast porpOi15t'8 were formerly taken in considerable numbers, but
the bUillness was abandoned. There is a porpoise fishery of ~mall importance on the Gulf coast

of Florida.-

There appears to ha\'e been some illtt;reat takeu in the porpoise :lltlbery in the last ccntulj", for
in 1740, accotding to the Annal8 of Salem, Mass., ,. TbomaS Lee is on a committee to consider tbl'

proposal of vYilliam Paine, of Eastham, and his aasociates, to catch porpoise with a, net. The
repo!"t on this lOubject was accepted1 and an order passed for grallting the petition till the last ofMay l

l742, which Wlltl sent up and alhwed. The conditions were, that 28. shonld be paid by the province

treasurer for each middle part of a 1IOl'poise'., tail deliYered, OIl oath, to the town cl&rk where the
llbipper or owner b~longel1, that it was \:aught in the vessel of the latter, and then the clerk gave
a certificate that he bad COlll:lllmed the snid part. One original certificate of 1740 declares tbat

sixteen such parts had heen consumed, and anotber that one hundred and ninet'y-one had been
alike dl:'stroyed. AI,; the fabled Venus is represented to have saved her life by assuming the shape

of a fish, so many a por!Joise experienced like preservation by the shortness of the aboye monopoly.
The mode of !Securing' this i" among th(l curiosities whose pra(',tical existence has paased away. Wil

love w have all occasional interview with them through the vb.ioll of memory and then dismislI

them with a. hearty good-bye."+
At varioul'! times lIuwber8 of porpoises ha.ve beoo taken at Cape Cod and other places, as in

the summer of 1741 when oue hundred and fifty porpoilS6I'I ad a.llW a la.rge nnmber of blackftsh

were captured at Barnstable, Mass.
Wtl are informed by Mr. Ea.rll that the stretch of coast from Gape Hatteras to Bear Inlet,

Korth Carolina, is a favorite run tor the porpoit.e, and often immense berdQ of them may be seen

moving along within a few rodl'! of tbe shore. A.B earl.)" a6 1810 partiea engaged in this fishery, and

from one to three crewl> followed it quite regularl.)' up to 1860, when the fishery was ditlcoutinned
811d hll8 not Bince been resumed.t

The method of capture t.,'onsisWd in having four seiDel!! of 200 yards each loaded in separate

boattl, and as tbe lookout ga.ve the Sig'llal. the boats took their positions, the two outer ~ines were
lfl.tlbed together, and at the next !>ignal the seines were shot in the form of a. semicircle to the ehore,

the wner ends of tht3 shore seine'! reaching toward the land, while. the (Juter end8 met .01' overlapped
the inner end8 of the middleseint:a a.nd we.r6 securely fastened. The dil:\tance between the boats wag
always about the length of the seine, and the boats always shot the outer ends of tbeirrespeetive

eeiues first. While the ends of thi8 wlit:ed seine were being brought to land one or twoboootmeD

would remain near by to pound on his boat or "jab" the bottom with an oar to keep the porpoise
from escaping; but whtlu the end.s reacbed the shorn and tbeporpoiJ;e eecurelypenned, the net w~

. .----
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dropped a.nd a smaller net, made of lJea:r.... rope, WlUI used to drag them upon the ahore. Tbe outet

nets were usually made with ll·inch mesh, while the inner wa..." but 9 inches. Though the porpoise
geldom tried to break through the net thf',y often jumped over the cork line, and it is said that if

OIH', jumped it was difficult to keep the rest from followiug, and that they would often jnmp 4 to 6

feet ont of the water.
An average catch in former years was from four to five hundred porpoise to tht? fleason,

requiring from five to six for a barrel of oil. The crews usually nUillhered from fifh~ell to ~igbteen

meu, ano the aeason Ia8ted from the latter part of December to the 1st of April, some fishing a"
late as the 15th of April. There seems to be a growing disposition on the part of the fishermen
to resume this fishery, bnt it reqnires an outlay of about 1Il400 for nets and boats, and few have
the money to iuvest in this way. Dnriug April, 1880, the porpoise were vel'y abundant, and it
was a common occurrence to see droves of fifty to a hundred together, while the fisbermen say

that they were even more abundant earlier in the season.
WA.TOH OIL -'FROM PORPOISE A.ND BLACKFISH.-"Abont the year 1816," sa:l"s Caleb Cook, of

ProvincetowD, ·'sailors. and fishermen baving caught a porpoise Oil tbeil' "oyage, would sometimes
extract the oil from the jaw-bone and give it tD carre II!,ers and those who used' oiI stones for sharp­
fl:ling their tools. Finding in this way that it did not ~um or glur, suggested the idea that it was
just what was wanted for a nice lubricator. It. was noticed that the weather at zero would not

congeal it, neither would it corrode on brass.
"Watchmakers Wf\re tbeu using olive oil as the onI,}- fit,ting oil for watches; but byexperi­

menting with the porpoise-jaw oil they fonnd it superior to the oli,,·€, or any other oil, consequently
the sailors and fishermen found a ready market for all they were able to obtain.

4( This state of things continued nutil the year J829, when a, shoal of bJackfish, about forty in
number, was taken at Provincetown, Mass., beiug the first for many year8. Solomon Cook of that
town took from the jaws of these blackfish a few gallons of oil and sent it to Ezra Kelley, of New

BeMaI'd, Mass., a skillful watchmaker, tD be tested for watch oil. Mr. Kelley soon fonnd that
this oil was superior to the porpoise oil, as it had more substance and less chill. He contfa(\ted
with 1\[r. Cook to supply him from year to year until 1840, when the latter died, and his son sup­
plied Mr. Kelley untH the demand Was 50 jJreat that the jaws of the blackfish were not sufficient
to supply the market.

"Porpoise-jaw oil can be re1ined a little by exposure to the cold at zero, and in that state,
With the a.tmospbere at zero, it is strained throngh a cotton.flannel strainer made in the shape CJf
a cone, but when fIlt&'ed. through paper it il'l 80 limpid that it has 110 lubricating properties what­
evt?r, and becomes useless. This oil is called porpoise.jaw oil, but is taken from the blackftsb,
belonging in the family of whales, by a method known only to myself. It is warranted not to

eongoolat zero,though it will thicken and turn a little milky in appearance. It is warranted not

to cOITOde On bl'3SS or rust on steel, and it will not glue on the finest wawh. Ezra Kelley, of New
BedfOrd, has made it a business for years to put it up for watch use, and bas led in the market,
while B. H. Tisdale, of Newport, R. I•• Bnd I. M. Bachelder, of BostOIl. flfe getting quite popuIarin
the European market.

"Caleb Cook, youngest son of Solomon, from scientific experiments, did discover, about the year
1832, that the melon oil of theblacktlsh was far superior to the jaw oil in every respect, 80 mnch
llO, that Mr.ltelley, who ,had about this time becDme very popular in preparing this oil for thE' trade,
li'OuIdDot buy it until hl:'l was told what it was produced from, Bnd ii-om that timlJ to the preseut
~1876)OalebOook'sblaekfi~h.melon(watcb) oil has been refined byKell~y,of New Bedford, Ba:oo~el-
ef, of Boston; Ti8dale, of Newport, and many others on a smaller Beale, for the world's 1l~. Smce
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the lear 1842 Caleb Cool,; of Provincetown, Mass., claims to be the only person who understanda
tl:1e art of producing this oil free from all glutinous matter and fit for use. This; he says; is done
uy a. proeesl'; known only to himself-not by mixing other oils or liquidll with it, but by extracting
all the oil and gluteI! from it; and leaving the oil pure for tb~ finest and most delicate ma.cbincry.

This; he l$ays, cannot be done by the chilling and straining process; for when it oocomes perfectly
transparent at zero, the lubricating properties are all gone; the oil ruull off the pivots; spreads on

the plates, dries up, the pivots cut, turn red, and the oil is worse tban wortbless, for the valuable
timekeeper is no longer what it wa,s once for the want of oil with more Bubstance and lubricating
properties.

"Porpoise-jaw oil and bhwkfish-IDl:llon oil are worth froUl (15 to $15 pcr gallon, according to
supply. These oil," are sold nuder tbe above trade names, and also Duder the names' watch oil'

and' clock oil.' Tht;:y are used largels by manufacturers of fire-arms, watches; and philosophical
ltpparatm;. Smith & ~~esson; of Springfield; Mass.; the Ethan Allen factor~' at Worcester, Bye &
.Johnson, of Worcester, tbe HQwaro \T atch Compuny, tbe Elgin Watch Compa.ny, the Wa.ltham
Watch CQlllpany, and the clock factories in Oonnecticut; use them constantl.~'. The I)hilosopbical
instrument makers n;;e them for air pumps, as they keep the leatber soft. a.nd pliable. Telegraph
instrument makers use tllem whell they can get them. They are used in Government light-houses

for the clocks of revolving lights. The color of the oils is very light, and can be made very white
by placing in the window, where they will bleach in a short time. One drop of water in ODe pint

of oil will injure it very much,"




