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There is hardly anything- which possesl'\{'s life that ha~ RO little im:tinct aR not to l:wcom~ very Rhy

nnder such barbarous inflictions. It is oh"ioug that a-ll which are booked in thiR mRnner are not
taken on honrd; the gig frequently tears Ollt., uml thousands, millious of these fish are laccrah'u
by theBe large hook!!> aud afterwards die in tl:w ~at('r.""

The following protest appElll.red in the Gluucester Telegraph, Wedllesday, August 7, 1839, it
being a quotation from the Salem Ikgistl'r:

"All tbe mackerel men who arrive rf'port the senrcity (If this fisll, and flt tlll:~ Name time I
notice an improvement in takin~ th{'m with nets at C"IIO Cod and otLer places. If this -"pecula­
tion is allowed to go on without being ched::E'd or l't'g'lllah'd h~' the gOl'ernment, will not tllese fish
be as scarce on tho I'oast ::lJI penguius are, which were!'iO p!t'llt,,\- befure the Re\'olutionary war tha,t

onr fishermen eouht take them with their gaU's'\' But duriug the war ,,"ome mercenary aud cruel

indiyiduals used to vii'iit the islands OIl the e:-l.siterll shore where WI'l't' the hnmlts of thr,'((J hird8 for

bn>eding, and take them for the snke of the fat, which tbes pr(ll~lln'd; anel then let the birds go.
This proceeding finally destroyed the wbole race. It is man;y ~-ears sill{~e I have seen or hearu
one ex.cept on the coast of Cape Horn. In 1u1l2 tIle General Court }l:l!:ifled an aet prohil.liting the

taki'Ig of mackerel before the first day of July annually, uuder:- penalty of forfeiting tIle fish so
taken. In 1702 this act was revived wil1l additional penaltics- bcsil1es forfeiting the fish and
apparatus for taking. 20 shillings pel' barrel, anti uone to be taken with seines or netli.

HA FISIIERt\L<\.N.
":orARBLEREAD, August 3, 1839."

1859.-Protests against the use of seineR.-"A petition is now before t.h£' ('.ornmittee on flslteries,

in the Bouse, to abolish the catching of mackerel in seines on our coast. All mackerel can now
be caught only in this was, alld many of our people nre inte.rest('-d in tid,. hUlSinE'ss, it becomes
highly importflollt tlul.t any snell stupid petitiOIJ Aboulu b{~ l)rostrated nt onoo. Mr. Gifford has

asked for a delay in the petition, and Mr. Atwood has written to show the nature of the busine..<jf',

upon ODr coast. One thing is certain, if we do Dot t:.'tke the mackerel in Heilles or net.." we sllall

get none at all." t
187O:-1882.-0ppoflUion to tM purlle-seinc.-Since the general alloption of the purse-seine no

year has !lassed without a considerable amount of friction between fishcl'lUl'n USillg tIJifl engine of

wholesale destruction in the capture of mackerel and tnf'llhaden and those f'llgaged ill fishing with

other forms of apparatus. Petition" to COllgreRS amI State legislatures ha,e been made from both

sides, and in some inst.allces laws ba've been pasfwd by Stlltfl legislatures prohibiting the USf" of
menhaden seines within certain sp€cified tracts of wah'r, such a~ the Ch('sfllle:l,ke Bas. These
laws, while especially antag-onlst1c to menhaden fisbiug; were aimell ehieily at the pnr8Mleine as
a means of capture, and would doubtless have been eqnally prolJillil-ory of ma.ckflrl;'] fishing with
purse,seines had tbis been attempt.ed within the limit",. In 1878 a delegation of fishermen from

Portland, Me" and Gloucester, Mass.• visited Wa~hinA'ton for the purpose of i-l£'cllring the pailsag-e
of a law prohibiting tbe nse of purse·seines ill the ma(~kl)r('l fisllt'ry. In 1882 \lUl clamor8 of sllOre
fishermen. especially on t,he coast of New J~rses, led to the dIJpointmcnt of a eOulIuittec of the
United 8tatM Sena.te, which took considerable testimony regarding the effect of the PUTl:H_"Reine

upon the menhaden fishery, and incidcntall.y npon other fisheries of the c-oast. The labors of this

committee will probably result in the recommelldation of some form of legislation which will Bpply,

in part at least, to the mackerel fishery.
In the SUmmer of 1882 a serious commotion WaH cau8f'd among the mackcrel tishcnnen by the

---~---
.. N"wbul'Y!K'tt Herald, Glou~""8tnr l'dcgl'll.ph, SC11:lllllbo.;r 2:.1, 1<:1&1,
t Provinc...ton BlWIlN", if...bruST.Y, lel59.
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announcement of the intention of a number of menbaden fisbermen to employ their steamers and
nets in the roackerelilslJery. It was the impression among these men that the mackerel were to be
used for the mallufa~tnreof oil and guano, unt this has beeu tlenied by Capt. Da,-id T. Ohurch and
other repre.'!.mtative meu, W11O, reasonablj' enougb, stat(J that thes could uot afford to use so valu­
able a fish for tllis purpose, a.nd who claim that they have an undoubted right to use their steamer"

ill the cltpture of mackerel for sale fresh in the markets and for pickling-.
AI; a matter or retjotd we reprvducG the following paragraVhl:l fruIll au editorial ill the Cape

Ann Advertiser, ,Tnly 14, 1882;
.,It is not, a diftieult matter to anticipate the result if this chtSB of steamers engage in thi~

branch of tlle fi~heries. There jig no rettfmn to doubt thElir ability to catch ulmolst or quite al5 mauj­
mackerel as they have formorly ~l.lught menhaden. Several of them are large, capable of carry·

in.g 2,8(1) barrels of fish in bulk. These (I!/,rl',r ~ double gang of meG, aud allpamtus to correspm:](l.
During moderate weather, when mackerel generally school the best, and sailing "esl;lels find it diffi­
cult to moye, these st:eamen~ can plaJ' around the fleet of 8cllOoner8, catcb almoE'lt every fish that
shows itself, aUfI carr~y them away to be used, 110t for food-fish 8S they were inteuded, but for oil

and guano, to enrich a few men at the expense of matly.

"If the steamer!> lVtWe to enga.ge ill the mackerel Hsbery, seHing tJlf~il' catch for food, and wen'

obliged to spend the requisite tilile for (]Ies8in~ them, Which would debar them from an overtlatelJ
and carrJing them to market, thus phwi ng tbem nil somewhat l'(ll1al footing with the otber

fiahermeu, there Muld be flO n\a~onableolrjectioll to tLcir employment; but it certainly seeIDE\, in

view of this stn,riling iU!Jovation, tlwt some Qt'cided action ~hQllla he taken uy J. the powers tllllt

be' to prllvent the catch of mackerel for the purpose of manufacturing oil and guano. They are
a1togetbel' too valuable for such a pllIl)l)se, and the risk of breaking up tIle schools and driyiug

them almost entirely from our waters, as bas been the case wUh menhaden, is altogetller too great.
a Unless SOllle action is taken, and taken at once, aucI stringent laws enacted, we may confi­

dently look forwMd h" the destruction hi a few years of one of the important industries of .New
England and the permanent and serious injury of large communities whicb now derive a cOllsid­

erable part of their support from the mackerel ftl:lhery."

7.-s~rATISTICS OF THE MACKEREL FISHERY.
1. STATISTICS OF 1'1:1B FISRING FLEET AND PRODUCTS OF THE FISHERY IN 188R

By H. li:. EART,!.,

From the earliest settlement of tbe COUll tr:y the mackerel D13heries have been exteusivel;v pros­

ecuted b~r a lal·ge nnmbel' of people living along the New England coast, as well as by many of the
inhabitants of the Britisb Provinces. The catch has varied ~reatlyfrom time to time, and seasons

of extreme 11lenty have often been followed by t.hose of remarkable 8OOreity. Various theories have
~en advanced to account for this fluctuation. l\lany ha.ve been inclined to attribute it to overti8b­
jng, or to the apparatus employed in the tisber,V, while others claim that tbe mOVements of the fish

are affected by natural causes, such as temperature, currents, the presence or absence r,f rood, ano
the like. over which man has little or no control. Whatever the causes that itdlnence the Olo\"e­
meots of the fish the fa<lt of great variation ill the abundanoo of the species from time to time

remaiDS.

In 18W, acoording to the ret.rirns of the variQn.s 6sh inspectors, 8,079 b&rre1~ of mooke1'61 were
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packed in MaRsachusetts, while in 1814 only 1,349 barrels were put up. In IS31 thl'. quantity was

increased to 383,658, this being the largcRt amount ever illRpecw,d in tIll' State. A llcriod of scarc·
ity followed, aud between ]839 and 1845 the iuspection returns show an ayt~rag(\ of only 67,674
barrels annually. About 1800 the fish were aga,in abundant, and for eight :;'('ilr~ the quantity
packed averag..'d 246,877 barrels. ThiiS period of plt~nty was iu turn followed by oue of scarcity,

which culminated in 1877, at which time only 105,017 barrels wern in:-;pl'cted, and till' fi;.;hery \HVI

pmctically a failure, resulting in great loss both to fishermen and capitalists. Fortunately this

con dition of afl"airs is at an end, aud the fisllery is again in a prospeI'nus eOlJditioll, the catch of
the New Englaud fishermen at presellt~ if we inclndl;! the fish flold fn·sh, ul;!iug' larger than at any

time since the origin of the fisher~·.

In 1880 the New England mackerel fishermen met with marketl succm<;:-;, though those of the

British Proyiuces were not 80 fortunate. By tht' middle of }larch 3, number of the Maine and

Massachusetts ve8sel~ sailed for the South to ellgage in th..'_ I>Pl'illg lh;her.y, awl by the 20th of the
following mouth the last of the fleet, whieh {~m:i;.;t\'d of sixty-fum' sail, averngiug' M.6G t()ll~ eacb,
were uuder way. 'Ihe season opened wHIt a. haul of ~i:i,Ol.lO mackerel tukCTl off the Virginia capes

ou the 2d of April. 'l'hese were carric(l to New York, where tIlt,S" met with a rt'ady sale at good

:fi~u.te8. From that time rnaekerel were taken frequeutly, the' fleL,t ,,·orkiug nurthward with the

fish as the season advanced, reaching Long Island about the last of April, 3UtI Cape Cod a few
weeks later. The ,"eason was lwt n Vt'rs ~atisfact(lrs oue for the Southern fll;'t,t, liS t1w catch was

small, and the ush were of poor quality, a majority of the ycslwll'; engaged nHtkilJg cuwparathTely

light stoo].-s while many of them scarcely paid expellses, As t.he Snmm('f approadled, the fishing
improved g eat.ls, the fish increasing both in llUmlwl' amI quality, alHl the Bounlern ftef\t was

joined b,y a large number of vessels from the v~trjoni; fishing }torts. Lah'T, aH lllc yessels arrived
from their trips to tIte codfish banks, many were fitted ont to cllg:1ge ill the mackerel fisher}" and

hy the 1st of August the fishing waR at itl'l height, the, fleet nnlllhl'rlllg four IJll11dn·a aud sixts­

eight sail, averaging a trifle over 50 tom; apiece. Of thil:> Illlmllt'f thrt'(\ llUlldreu and fllft.r-three

were provided with purse-seines for engaging ill the off·shore fishpri('s, while olle hUlHlred and

twenty-five fished with hook or net chiefly on the in~shofe gr{lllIl\l~. The yulue of thix iket, includ­

ing the fishing gear and outfits, reached $~,122,3(jO, and fixe tlJoU!';,HHI antI forty·t!lret' TIwn were
emplo;yed. A little later in the season about twenty-five of the ye8:>ds pl'Oeeedf'u to the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence in the hope of mel',ting with bett('r success i but few fish were seen, anti the yen·

ture resulted disastrously to a large majority of tlJem, many failing to pay expenses, while a few

returned without baving caught a fish. These ye8sels OIl their I't'tllfll at,om;t' joillell tIl(' home

fleet, and, meeting with good success, most of them were enahlul to lIIake good the loss which tlwy

had previously sustained.
About the 1st of July an unprecooentedl;r large body of lllaeherel ('uten'd tbe Gulf' of rrlaiuc,

many of them visiting the shore-waters, entering the yudous harbors amI eo\,es, where they

remained for 80me weeks. During their stay in these in·shore waters thousands of mt;>ll and boys
engaged in their capture from email boats, and in many localities a majorit.y of the male popula­

tion participated in the fishery to a greater or less extent. The pound-nets along the southerIl

coast of New England were peculiarly successful, while large qnantities were taken in the traps

and weirsbetwool;l Qape Cod and Penobscot Bay. Probably not less than 10,000 people along

VariOllfJ pOluons of the coast of Maine were engaged in mackerel hooking during 80me portion of

the season, thollghmany of them fished. chiefly for pleasure, while others caught only limited

quautitiea:for home supply. About 3,500 followed the businesl': regularly for some time, many of
thetn~iDgcon8idera.bleprofit from the work. In Massachusetts a similar coudition of affain;

SEC v~20
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existed, and thousalJlls of perSOlllS engaged ill the fi~lll'r.y frolll small boats to a greater or les~

ext.ent, fuBy 2,000 fi~1Jjl)g e.xtclH,iwJ,Y for lll'O/jt.,

.Most of the fish taken by Loth tJH~ v(ls8el and boat fishermen were of uuifol'1ll size and of ex'eel·

lent quality. Few extremely ll1rg(>, ones were secured, 'While thet'e was also a notable absence of

"tinkers." OH~r two·thil'lls of the catch were branded as "twos/' many of them going as "extra8.n

)Jnring t-he seaisoo, wLich lasted tm the lst of Deceruber" nearl), 132,000,000 Ilouud6 of mackerel

wm'e taken. Of this qUl1ntit;y the JlrIa~1I;ac.hu8etts fislwrme.rl caught 95,000,000 pounds, and tbosl.',

of Mairw f\ecllI'l~d 31,OOll,(JOO }WUIHls, tlw bulk of the remainder being taken by the citizens of :Kew

HalIlp~iLire aud COlluecticut. Oyer 75 per cont. of tbe entire catcll was salted, about 22,000,000

pouIHls WCfl~ sold i're:"h for food, l1~arl;v 5,000,000 poulld~ were llsed for (awning, and the rest weI·~~

:"0111 i'()l' bait or for fl::l'tili£\lllg pUI'po"es. The value of the eutcu, as pJaucll upon the UJal'ket, W,I;,;

'3~,unu}534.

! I
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1><>""1,, ••••••.•••• '118 I '''''" 24 ao,506 31.200 18. 12 j 047.42 2,,6.0 Z'., SOO 1.32 O,:WO. S'.l. 5, nov i R, 4~0 &3
II.., b"t.a1>I~ ••••••••• S l4~. 56 1i,400 I), .O~ 2~ 'I -.. 3, 142. IiO < 0, 100 i G, 4<'0 2e
r.irlI..""",, .. _.... 1 S5.63 ~.5-I}I1 1,IJlW 12 _ _. _ __ _.1. __ .. l' S5.63: 2,SC10 1 1,000 12

I I I I

,::::'=: :!~:,~~::i':I:I~=I::I~~r=!=~I=I=l:
B.-Table showing the mackerel jl.Jting jket oj tile Unite<1 Stales, clas.ified by State1!J, aceQJ"din,q to fishlttg groIHHl>l."

l;al'e lI"tter".. to Gulf of IClOp" Hattem. to 0 ulf of I'
Mahle. inclm~i'\"e. Saint La:wreuc't"..,. l.tlt.:1uii!Jh~{l~

-- ----I
V""""10'j Ton""gc.. M.Otl., Ve...el.. 1 TOIlDall'" ' Men. : veollel •. 1 TOllna~c. ! ~t(,D.

_____________________, ' I

Mains - ••••.•.•..•.•.•I---ZQ- -~~~~. -~~·i ---; - 21,.07 i~-'-:l- = --_ -.'~
~~:pabl,'e , •..•.........•................ '1'" :..- - _:_1._ -,.•...~;. -- .. -;;;.;~.! ~~

""ttg ..•..•...•. _.••_._ .••_...... ..••. 811 2, 5la. Oll 528 :I 17K +31 41 . ~
Conn...,tlcllt ..•••••..•....•.•.•...•.••••.••.•••••...........•.... _.• __ . _ '-""'" __ .! __ . _ _,.- ..

Total.•••••.•............•..... ",,_, _..... -58!~!l1I~; 'rn2 --GI--3;:101-~2 --j;"j--2;U;-1-S;

To!ll.!.Gulf of Maine. IGulj' ~f ..Mlliu" and Gulf of i G;llf of S.';ut LaWroDC". I
SlUu t L>!.wrtillW-

I---------.-----~-...I--I I . I I '1'---·'---
V....-l". TODbag... M&tI.· V .......I•. 'TODO,.ge. Men. \-co,..,l.. Tonun~. Mon. Vee""l.. Twmage. :Men.

I ' 'I ':lrI-I01--.-.•-.-.-••-.-.-•.-.-•.-.-.-
I
---

1
·-_Itl j--('-1-91-.69-t~'---~' - -21;;.-;;:--;; ---2-j- Ug. rnI ~-f---17-B~I·-6,-1-2-2,-_I-5-1~1-,-4-0a

Ne Ra"~lil:Nl....... 11 f;fJ7. fi2 U2 " •••• __ • _•••_. . •••. . -••.• 1 11 5117.5.'l 113
lrla-.h...b......... 1811 ll, lih'i. 00' 2, 356 ~. 1, 1lSO. 59: 3116 16 I. oM. 52 201! 279 16, G7~, 98 2.49:1

CoD8flCU<lat. n !........ 2 i 187. G8' ;1-4.... _ -. ·1···· "1'-" I 2 187.68 I a_l
l'<'l;a-l _••. : •. --at311igeo---;;-I-S~4741--81I'--;,o.\1.2S ---;S,--'181----"l,'i42. :;:> "2281--4G6 23,551. (i4 1 5,6n

. . • III I I

··TIIe·1\.gu1'e'l e.... ·M..... .,),nl'P'th.~t 'II,.. «>n-.1ilio" ef thel\Mt f .... 1S711. The fleet. 10'" tll.. oUoer Stat... at'<l abown for 16ffll. P",ing
til<> l....t-....iu041"'!U __ IIVOW. t¥l'~.:ll ..e 4.weriCilll \-e.""liI vi"ltsd tll" Gul.f of s"l"t Lawrence, fMml" <>f t/>...." ruma."ing ""Iy ill fu,,· w~..
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D.-Table $/uJ1clllg, by 8tatc~, '''-13 qUl1nUly of marikfwel take-n b!, tht; )','1311-' Ji)n,q1aTldfi"lwnnrn in 1880, mid tilt; l1alue Of ilw sa·me
ill. the cotlditiolf iii wkicl< Ih~!l1/)ere placed "l'0ll I"e market.

"---I

Stl>te.

----�_ .

i Tol';'i.L l)i;-;]J(I:'!oitl...,lJ. of ~a.l1.~h.

I_---_··_---"'"~-,,------I----...,...-----------~_·.._·_··~---- _
;; :: ':<" "" . I "". "'" ..=~ ~i 6 ~ Q.I; -G..';-':: ;~
;;~ ~.c ~~ ~':iJ ~.2 ~j5 -
t:l ~~ ~~ ~.§ l;:~ .. =~

___ )1__; ji IJ~_,J~ J~J ILI:J]~
Mai"" - •••••.••••.•••.•• - •••• - ~1,6l14,4;,:; j' fi50,.il>t i :!7,'14~.r"l11 i 1,2':,4~. 3,O~{),(;fJO 1 IfJO,IJlH> •. "_.__.• ,.,,-
:u"w lIamp.hi..,, __ • __ ._ ---- .• - Z,~73.000 ""l~l! ~,;,7:1,'''JO I......... .... llH,<lUO !........ - ---
'l.(.1.Sl1lilChUI!II"!Itt6 __ • ~ ~ _ ~ ~. __ . __ __ 9.,\ 528 t {tl)(l 3, S5SJ: r a4':"!"~ 72, 15,). 9UO 8,705, O{HJ"', IS, 170-, "0(10 I 1\ (WU~ OUfl ;ti l ('. 1~()H

:Rhod~ lol,wd -- •• - •• - 89, UOQ I 1, !Jr" : ""I···· ""1 ~~, O(JO I""" 1

1
.. - .

C",,",,,,U,,nt _••• _... La03.~no ~ 24, <)7G 1.~f.C.gOO ••••••••••••••! a7,QUO 1
lruwYuf'k.~ .. __ _ _ 7!"l(l,O()O ~ 14,nn.! I C} ~ 7&,1,(lfH) I L .~ •• _ ••••••• c'

T()t~ll ~ _.•• _~~~~~ ••• ~~_.~r·illl,o~m, 2+J,.') :$2. (j~ 5341----;00, H~,41)1) 1-"-'U571 -155 !~~~.)~t WOI'-J,~ tWu T~ ------;lKl t ~iltl' 1
----"----~---..........._------'--------"--------'----------'----;

*Inch.dlng both the rr,,"h ..n.-l ""a mAol",,,'l u.e,] ro.,. conning,

As already intimated, there was a great falling off in the Canadian mackerol fisheries during
thl~ ,Year, the bulk of the catch, which amouutod to over 70,000,000 }lol!lHls, according to the

Canadia.n Fishery Report,· being taken by the shore fisllerlllcn of Nova Scotia :l.ud Prince Edward
Island. Of tIle entire quantity 233,669 barrels were pickled. In the Oanadian report the average
price of the salt mackerel is given as $9.25 per barrel, but liS tbe fish were D)uch inferior in quality

to the American catch these figures are evideutl;y incorrect. Stati<5tics show tlla.t 105,730 bar·
rels of the above, equal to nearly one·half o( the catch, were marketed in the United States (and
it is fair to presume that the-se were of average quality), where they were ordinarily sold at lower
tibrnres than the fish taken by the New England fl.eet. If we snppose the Vanadian fish to be equal
to tilOSO taken on our own shores (a supposition which is hardly warranted), the va-lue of the catch,
as given by the Canadian authoritieS, must still 00 reduced by $i:U8,OO2, as the a.verage price of

the New England fish during the season was oniS $.1.75 per barrd.

.. Supplement 1':0. 2 I to the Eleventh Annual Report: of the I Mini~t(,l' of MIuinll snd Fisheries J for the year
18!:\O. = Fisheries 8tatemeuta j tDl' the yeo.t'11880.--0ttu,wa: I Printed 07 Mll.CLean, Hoger & eo., WellingtoD
&treet. ll&ll.
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TlJe fonowing table slwws jll dl'tail Ole ('xtPllt ur till' (:at(~lt fur the f;(lH'ral Prodllces:

Ta/}!" showing the 2uantit!J ana J'a/ue oj the mackcrd laken it, Iii" IJominioll oj Canada 11. leBD, a~ .I"'t<'fl 1Jy the Can,ullan
Fi8)( et'!I lI"1'orl.

V l'i'!lt.,'l~. ~ j~'rn"J,,,,,, ~) ~ ~I.:dd~'rt\:

rut·tO!. nay.. j SiLQl".T-:;~t:;.r-;~:;T~h",,~...~T01,,1.

i1AUA,CUl;t;Jt}·lll. --••..1···---1---1------ !

NeWbDl':l'';;''t"t .•••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••..
1 .--~- ~ I ::......~~~J. .... ~~~....~..~~..

Rookpon -- .. - I·
Glottm"'u,"I' __ ••••• _•• . __ •__ 26 8$ I HI 7,12:; 47,085 114,::10

Dottmlf.••••••...••..••• _....... ••••.. •••.•. ~ i/; I· 130 I 1,31Q ~8, loa 49.413
Coha..set ••••••••••••.•..•••.••....•••.•••••..•••.••• /I 6 4,1100 '.900
Wel.llloo\ •••••..••••••••••••••...••••.••• __ . .1. .... '" 2:l ~ 2:l •••• _•. __ . 17,200 17,200

.'"V<>Uillo p<w1l:.1ld 00\ "_y from bome. I X"UU"'"l0 v"""cl.. """ked. cut In .4ditlon t<> borne lleet.

III the tables from which tob,' ahoY(, Bumm ary has llPCll C<llLlpiled no allowance seems to have
b(',en made for local cOlIsnlUptioll. A. rongL t'"limate of the amoUllt used in this way would be
18,000,000 ponuus, making a total catch for the PrOViI1C('S of about 8S,UOO,(){J{) pOLlnds, worth, at

prices current in the United States, not far from $1,6~O,OOO.

Mackerel are not a"bUlJda,nt in the waters of the N ewfountllnud coast, and few are taken by the

fishermen. The returlli'l for the year cuding Jul.:r ~1, ISS1, show that, ouly 181 "barrels were
e.:s:ported. This quantity, wldeh equal:,; 54,30U pouurls of fresh fish, doubtless represeuts the bulk
of the mackerel tak€u, flS few are consumed 100~ally. Allowing an equal quantit.y for local cou·

sumption, we have onl;y about 110,000 pounds, valued at $1,650, taken by the islanders.

By combining t.he <:atch of the New England, Canadian, and Newfoundland fislH'rmen we
have the total product of tIle mackerel fi,..,her.y for the ",Vestern Atlantic iu 1880. This is found to
be about 220,000,000 pounds of round mackerel, valued at $4,2~8,OOO. Tl1is "aIue represents the
fi"h as they M"e :first placed upon tbe market. If tlw value to the COIlsumer is desired the figures
must be uearly doubled, to include t1le transportation chaTges and tlJe prutitl> of the various mid·

dlemen who handle them.

2. STATISTICS 01<' THE .Nf~W ENOJ~ANn MACKBUEL FI.l:i.:E'l' ImR 1879, 18S0, lSSl.
By V,T. )... \Yu.cox_

8.latemmat _1wwing 'OIl! f1umber Of 1'11s;;els and thsir oatel, of salt mackerel ill tlu: lIay of Sailit Lawrence and J'muiC<ll> 8hQ~

mackerel fisheriu< /0.' 1/. c srasr n oj H379,
(C<>wpilcd from annual rOllort orno.h", 1,'L,h lluro"u for 1870.J

I"""'""------------,---------.-----~----....,
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S/a/""eRt .IHJldng lu. Rlonlier of ce.nZ8 Q.nd their ea/ell of salt mackerel, <te.-Continned;

l\"r....ls "t ...ackeTel.

nay. ISho"". : Tota.l. ShO>.. I T,,(..l.

'M A55ACllue;E1""I"'&-COlitinul~d. . ~-~I~~-I~~~.~-~-

Pro"iuoot<,n'" - .•••••_.•••.•...•.": .•..1 t> I f> f,'J.?4 4,3U
Chatham _.•.• _.•.....•.••••••....•.••••••... _...... 1 1 6, ijfill 5,688

Hanoich. .....• ..•••.. .•..••...... 11 . H 10, llllB

j
( 10,11:I8

~~::~i;:::::: :::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::- l~ I l~ NO 7, ~~ 7, :~
T"tal., .. __ . __ ...••.•••.••.••.•..•••. _. --311-100 I 230 I 0,a90 1 14ti.7'29· 100,125

Portsm""th SlOW """·.ullUI.. . .•....••.. ~~~....I- 91= 9 ..•,:~.]==::~

D_,.". __ ..~':':_m __.m__ m_J~~~~I:_.-I--.·_ ...-
Uanlri-en ... ~_~ __ .~~. ~~r~~_ ....... & •••• ~_ •• ~~_&~ r..••. _. J :; I r~~~ .... _.r lltJ20 1.020

:""::;: :a:~'::: ...::::..:... ::::::::::::::..::::J.-:::::: : : i:::~~~:::: ~::~:I ~::~~
Portlaod.•. _._ ••.... "' •.•••••••...••.•••... _ 6 60 6[1 • 1,4JO 6<1, 00l} 52,000

To! ..l_ _ --5!-lil1-"'86 i 1,4M 1-56,&19 _ ll~,24D
Tot..l for Xew Eogland ~2 283 1 a~ I 10,700, 200,lMI i l/'lj),600

'--~~ ~~__ -,~__f ._-L'~_-----.! -.-J
•V~".d. p""ked out awn,; f,'om homo. t Ve••clR mostly paoked oot a ......y frmn hom",.

~la/llmcIII 81'QWi"g Ih" fIl,",Ii~,. of r611l1e!tl a·"d their Mlcn of Bait mackerel i" t·lltl Bay of StriRt L"'l'>'etH'e, Ille ReID Etlgla/ld 1I11OrB,
aita the Southern macker. 11hheriflll (f1T the 3lClotm of U:l':lO.

[C"llIpUed from annual report of Booton F1~h Eureau for IFSO.]

l; B"ITel~ of tnllCkeTel..., .
;3"'.. ~

""
'$ ~~ ~H ......... ,.; ~]-~ ~
~

";0 .. <I
E-< ;Q. "" <r.I

£ -
J ~
_~~_-- ---1----'-.:.--1--- 1---

Ve.s<!h.

llAMA"" ~E;E'ITII. i
Newb,,"l'p'wt Il 5 3, 1:1 110 .•• _.... 738 7:;til; 3,885baTrelBpIl(>k",,1 atoth(l1' poTt>!.
R""kport _......•••_] 5 1 '1 1I6 ~Il '1~11 '158 a 2011 harTBlB pallkl>d JI-t, olher port..
Glou,,,, t'lT_...... •.•••• ...... 15 61 :l4 110 1,6f>O I 2,18'9! 124.1l77 2,IlOi 1211,620 1a<llod.... othft:l' than },o",e lI""t.
Eo.tom _"' ...•••.••• _ 5 I 31 86 li30 ~ 151; t iiI, !l« 6i,002 SoVllral....-e18 P'\Cked bl. adllltioD to:>

I I home /Icel:.
Coh et_....... •••. 1:.... ..•. CI 7 100 31lO , 5,858 eoo e,B46 !
We»)ll,·"t- .•••.•.... •.•. II 5 2tl J1 1511 :ttJ 28, 701 500 2p' 237
PNlvi","'towo _ '3 '7 100 4,~68 200 6,008
Chatl1"m __ •••.•••. 1 I; fi 81 (1,2:10 1,000 7,230
llarwicb_...... ..•. 5 II 11 no 12.838 1.000 lil,838

llennla .•••••••. __ ...•••••••. ..•. 7 iI 10 16111'."'." 7,6'Jl 4t11l 1il,161
lll"'.nni••.••••.. __•..•.•.•••. _..I 2 -._ .•.1:1 30 .••.•••. ~o IiOO

- --1-:---~------------1----1
Total... :l2 I 1:!6 81 i 2:l9 3, 408 4.817 2.(,450 (l, 711l ~ 9116

=:=:-==-=""=== = ==::';:::~~ ,
I

S",ao '. Isl" ..•••• •.•... 2 ll' 15 10 145 •••••.•..••••••••..••.•. _. •••••••••. A..li pIl(lilld from h<mle.
Deer lei" .•. •••...... 2 2 • fiolI All~od from hOIDe.
Camden....•••••"..... •.•... 3 ...... 8 119 1,421 ..•..••. 1, 4,21
North n"..en " _.. 1 6 6 DO ".,._ •..•"...... 1,4iO 1,.00 Veuelo parUy pRckcd ......-ayfroll> h..",..,
:Boootb D&;v ••••••• , •••_• •• • ••• .••. 12 ! 4 16 ZJ5 ,7. 300 700 " l1tl9 lfMIr 01 th",;q...clred ,.;.....1' fro.., hoW"·
Sonrhl'0Tt '0'.'_""" •••• 51'·..... 5 70 ......•. 3,100 .••••... '100 PariPII<lIked from 11""",••
Beelg..;ok_ ••••••.•....•.•.••. _._ __ .. 1 1 15 \ 1,UObBr:reJ8pRckO'd" y:l'rotrlhomllo
PotUand _ _.• _ 60 !...... 00 7:1(1 2; 4!l4 73,933 ••_..... 7ll 4.17 HlLD~ veBMlo 111 -.ddlti"n to 110m" fleet

Touu .••..•.•••• " ••.... ""2i--;-i---;a ~I----;,"inw I--;';S;-iszmr 2.206 81. aas '. 1no ud..d. .=1' <===;-•....=...":"'~'= ........ .1. · n·I ..·..I .",I .. _,,800 1
Tota1fot New Ellg1aDd'".ru-~r-Mi"(au-;,-;;;- 7,301 I lm, 9M j 1l,411t 349, 617 i 1m•........."~

.. The N.,..., El>,Il'llllld ohore ft....tment1oDlld ahoV&are anly the v_hi that iloll nofOhere"lllt>; 1<> ",hi"h m&Fbead-Ud 1,,",-SoutberllllXld tl'orth
Da.Y tlM!tll after thll.v rct-tlrue<l l'nml ihtlr1IIl~1 tli'UiIJe t., tb08e ...ate..... u.o.klq t1l,e total.bore lIe:etth.- hwtdre4lQtd torty-twoaaU.

[In IJo1> &a1ltloOl .-..p<>Zt fOl' l.tJ8t 801M,,~ an>~ tD tlte rutelI'nA of 1880:~ illlet, 21111 8mlthen:l fieet,-oi;- tiJ&al a.et. S271 total
cre...... 4., '718.] . -
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I:itatcmeu,t sl,owiny till:; m.m11!~Tof"esMI8 alld H"ir ca.lcll of salt >1lllcl'e"eZ in a,,; lJU!! Of Sa;"j IJI1!"'~'W(', iI,(. :S,U·ElIgllI'il. ,,',ol'e,

and the Bo"thrn "wch"'l'd fishel'it's f01" the sea.'m lif 1"b1.

"~
"§:

E:~!l ~ ~ ~ .; Id ~-r-~-l--- ._.'
~MlS"C""'bl(l''''"" 'l-~-- ~I~-l--=:-'I~ i z~< i---"'I--=--i-~-'-'~'-

N"...bnr;'poTt _., ..... - ..... 1 .•.... - 3! 4 w --.",,1 '" i •·· .. ---i •........ 1 ..

~~o~~:::~.~~~:~:::::::.:'.:,: I 5~ 4r, 1<l~:' 1, 5~; I .. --~~'11:'0'~~~ i--;.-~'~~'11"~' ~~~ ~ ;Tut.al c"tdl 3,000 lmnd•.

~~~:~~~::::::::::::-:::::::l... l:i 1;; 21 :1fI~ 200 1 f,~'. ;0.< I :',6ll ~ l;~::"I'~:It

~~~~~::,',\~~~;\:::::::'_::::::l::: :j~ I.--~ :I~ :1' ~~~ :~:::::'II 3~:~~~' ::'~~~II 3~:~~~'1 ~::~~~:::~~:~:: ~::~:~
Chath3~l ~ ... ~r ~.~~.I._~ -- ~; ~.r .. _ -~--~. ~- --~ •• ~.,. 170 ~~ .. ~I. J7H" ~·I'rc~Utp:lll
S""thll"'II"''''. ._,......... 11 4 f' 75, ....... 1 a,UjO 1.4~" 11'-111'1

11~, ~'~d) - -- -1- .. - - I 9 ! 1> ! 1~s i·· ..·'- I ~, (io'~ ~, .jM i 9, ~e~ I Il,; li~~~1 ""l" 1"",lffl ..t lJ,,"lli IJ.o> ad,)"

I)"~n1.port······--····.. ·· .. ,·_··:········1 3'1 ~l 4:,:....... 2,~61 oo~1 J.~ir,
F~llb:l~::~ .:~~~: ::: ..:.:::' i~ ·:~·:~~I~I~!~i~I:~~~,:' __~__~~j~·~~3~_ Uti~;;_>~.- ~~: ~~~~ ~.~~ l,Q,6 barrels "'ere caugbt.

:r..L\r~rr.;. I ~ I

S "u·sl.'e. __ _ __ , .. 1 lUi 21 I~'II l~O ..1 1,700 1,7DO

:::d::e.::::::~::::::::::::: ::::11 ::! --J :I : ~~~~~ ~~~_ ~.5lq :S;~:~l;~"~'I~~'i~doo at l'cw Ymk
N'''r1l1h""en "'..... 5 , ;;! III I no ~no :;00 t
};o<>th H..y -- - .. ·1 4 i "l HI' l~~....... 14, ~..,O b()" If>. <)';0 1:
S"uthport .. _ ""1 <; I.. · .. ·r B no -."'.' 5,O(\{l 5,000 ;6.100 b",.,.e\"of tl.w.c hn,I~,I b;' U"r-I 5 ;.o,lt.:;h ~;,),il..

SW ;"k '''1 1 , --,!, ).j , • "j;
pOcu.u:d _ _ _-I.:.:.:..:.'_ 3~ :..:."~ __ ::,O_:~4~~ !_~'~~....:..:..~ ~J,~()O t

'Total .• ~_" .••• r4+u j_~, lil,}~ i"!-t, }tl,j~ HO: 113,:-:;9~1 2Il:t'J, l101fG:':

I<EW " .. ,WSIII Rl<. I=-=·I-.c-"--_·_"-I=I=~--'O"=---j==I=~I--""'"=I'-=='
r"rt,month ." 51 a ! g I 100 1. -.. <.. 8,700 ll. 700 ~,4\10 I t

T"tal for Kcw En.o;la"'l 13,-:.w2 ---g:;-I 2!1ll f"'4.$S'I-470 i aGo1, na ~j, 404 I :191,057 I In'p"c,..l band...

"" N'One pauketl at lmm-o -pm-to t:K umcroU!! ....-~eli:!l f.rQn~ otllCl' pQtb h.lclu~le(L : Part of th~ catch ]an(]cd. at D'Os!oIl .nu(l })m'I.l"tlrl.
Amount !liven plWk...J. ..t ho",e pu,·to.

NO'l'a.-TlIe New EDltl""d .h<>re f1&6t nU'1l1.1onoo. above aTtl <rnly the ve"sel. that a.h..,! ""whom "l.e, 10 which may l>e llrl,l",l I,he
RQ-ntlJel'n fW3d NQrlb. n.,1l..oe~ a.fOOr they ro.tnt-nod f.tOlll thoir-llnau.cce.e::d'lIl OTU]~~ in th~I~-e ..·.j),tof~'l'i91 makh..l~ the tOla] eho:re :fleet two hnulll',·t1

",lid nin"ty-tltjl"ht .atl.

3. STATISTICS OF THE MACKEREL FISHERY BY AMERICA:N VESSELS IN 'rUE
GULF OF SAINT LA.WRENCE, 1873 TO 1882.

By COL, D.& YIn W. Low.

The following statement shows tbtl extent of tile ma(~keml fishery as pursue,l by AmcriclItI W'R

self! in the Gulf of Saint Lawrenf:e for the years 1873 to 1881. Tile numuer of vessels and their cHtdl

ill the years 1873 to 1877, inclusive, is compiled from tbe reports of tile coHector of Cll~tOlllSatl'ort
Mnlgrlwe, NQva. Seotia; thfl number of vessels ill 1878 alitl187n is !i'om the same authorit,Y; t1Il,~

cateb for 187-8 and 8ubsequent years and the number of vcssel~ ill 1880 aud 1881 are frOlll IX'port ~ of

the 13oston Fish numau. The e~tilDatesof value and the catch witlJiu tbe three-mile limit art' froUl

a.nthentic sources. The value includes the )ab{lr {If crews II messing" 110 me of t he fish by goak·
iug, 8el'&ping, and cutting oft' their heads, thus increasing their market yulue. Tlm quantity of
Inallkere1 caught within the thre.e-mile limit, oDe·thin1 of the total catdl, is considered oS compe-
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IM~",'''.. Malno_ Nowllamp. Total quontity IlDd
:!S'l.':tt5. 1I!-1Lit'O. ~"h....

- I V..zu.,.R~7"y.e18. Ba.rr.z.. B",.,..l.o. llurm.I :1"3. 548, 0«,9=;1, :.u,4l)\1 UII,9:;9 , t1, Il62, 79il

1 252t S7Ql 40,001 18, 200 atl, 7f\l1 1,437,1:13
17',4-lQ 2;;,22lI t,!.50 2Oll, G8lI 1, 520, 00\l
131',l!"i7, 2Z, tll2 J, 22l; 185, hit ll&,'214
1I11,7tOi 24,312 8, 42(1 1S6,47l!1 1,158,$11
321J.2«i n, j72 II, mil 863,78Oi- 2,48t,ll'l'U
~14~ a57j- 49,197. BOO Ba,4Mt 7,001, 0B1I

2:lll, 700t M,21ll;l 45 1I1,.006l 6,129,8W.
231,_.... #,11271 200 Z7t, fi2lIU &,1~!lIt

2W,3Hh as,61&i- 67:1 :lU,51U,& 11,194,11)0
19~,O~U 2&,774. ~ ..... -- -- -- ...... 20.9, mil 2, U24, 1llI'1
234, ~llll 87,1M! 157 !11,634i 1,762,llQ$
illS, 5211 I 62,:uK~", 3,700 lI'14,=I. 4. 400,·183

2Z9,410t 48, lI03/« "lin· 81tJ,lllll.t 2, 8Il1l, lIll

tent autborities to be a very liberal estimate. The lUlUf;nalnumber of vessels in the Gulf in 1878
was caused by false reports and telegrams of great q llantities ofmackerel there. American vessels
in the Gulf mackerel fishery must average 400 barrels of maekerel eacb at $10 per barrel to pay

the expenses of outfit, insurance, depreciation of vessel, Cttw's share, and master's commission.

4. STATISTICS OF IXSPECTION OF PIGKIJED .MACKEREL.

By A. HOW....UD CLAim.

The following tables show the quatltity of pickled mackerel ofticiall.y inspected according to
the l'equirements of the State laws of N e...v J1nglnnd, aud ah~o a comparison with the production of

the CHllftdian mackerel fit:llery. The metbods elllplo.Yed ill packing the mackerel and a discussion
of the laws relating to the subject will be found in the sMtion of this report treating of Pro<lucts
of the Fisheries:

Table Il}WW;".~ t"~ .,umr'e1" of liarrrts anil 1:'alu6 of piok/I'd maokerel officially inspcMed ill the Uti,ted Statu flY/' ~ !Jt!M"

1831, 18:14 W IB:~~, 1&>1, I8ti4 10 1~t!L It

1~11 " .• _•••••..•.•.••••• _
1B34 __ " •••••••..•••••• _••••••••••••••• ,

H3G •••• _..••.•••••••.• _._ •••..•••••••.•

18.'17._ _. _.••..••..•• ,

1838 ••••• _•............. _. __ ._._ .

1.l!ol •••••••••.••••••••.••• ••••• • ._••••.

161W ••• _•.••••.••.•••••• _••.• _••••••••••
IBl;5 .••..••••••• _ .

lU6 .

1Bll7 .
laGS ••••••••...••.......•...••..•..•••..

186ll •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
1~70 .•••.•••.••.•• _.•.•..•. " ••""",.

1871 ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• , •••• "

• The llJW"'" to!" ilia yea,... 18:14 to 18;18 and 1851 Me from S"lJi,..,'" Report un t.be Am...-iean Fieherieoo ; for the yean lllit w 187'1, rs­
the Rta.to> In.8poctlon Nltur:ue; for the y_ 1878 to 1881, fl"m tho ..nnual l'<Ilp<>rl.s of the B<lstotl. Fie"- Bvxean.
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y"nrs. l;lI'~~~:~~lU' i ;lIa;"o. ~":)j~;~:~;'~'-:;:'~'~':;;:~;:::.~IYan,) !
1------- -_.. __._ ul ~__,----I----, ..---------

I )ta~ '?~.'.f I .ltrJ:rre;iA. J JIlIn ! • .!R ,I R~lr-ri!D.·. Y~rll~C
18:12 _~~'.~.~rr .• r .•••••• ~_ •• ~ •• ~ ••.•• r. l&lt'j;:;~?r:: ~~ 17:1 ],.e78 i ~\ld,Q~17:;,~ $~.~'lIJ..~Gl'

1~73 .••.•••.•••.•••.•..••.•••.•••.••• _.1 18,.. 7<~~ :12. W,J~~ 2,:W8; ~1~,;1'~"9,. 3, lG7,W~:
1874 . _~.~ ... _ I ~5B. :rj'g t ~ I 43, 'i-11j 5, .&Hl: .107, fj441 ii, 3, lG~~~ 701 :

1~7a •••••••••••••••. , _.. - ...•.. 1 l:~U. 06~1!! ~'."('~!I g,41-, I ,,~. i'~On! 1,4:Jtl, ~l5 !
1!17(; .~.~~r".r •.•••.• ~.~&~~.~.. ~~~ .. ~.~.~. 2~3.!j.j~t~! ~~..Ln~ .5, :~i-J1 I ~.-~~, 7~~~~! 1.~~:~rlttJ ~I'
1877 r.~.r ... _•.. _.. ~._~~~~.~~_~~.7. : lL'.\Q37lCl 2~, HJI: ti-r; I 1~;,hH8t~ ItJl:'.i.~~J i

;E: :: ~: ~: ~: ~: ~: ~: ~~ ~:::::: ~:: :~~: :~~ j ~~~: ~~ :: ~~ ~: ~~J. ~ ~~~: ~:~~ ~: ~~: ~~: i
~~•.:.-~ -. -. -. - _ •••••••••• vvv. __ ! 200, -illS H6.762 S.4!JO j 3~1,(."7 ..~' ~47. ,,;u I

Statemtmt showill!} the fll.lmb~ of barrels ~l1a 1'al'16 QjJlickld l1/fl('kael pTQdu.Cfd r,y Iheph"ri"s of 11.£ U"UIAi Slatc~ and Qj the
Domi..ion of (),u,adafTOllt 11'l7:.1 to li:i81.

y_. ~;~:~f:;:~·~:::':~t:::·I~~~r~"· !

lll73. -- - ~i 210, a50,;\ , $:1,167. M8 I l5(l, 530 'I $1, GIS, 552 ~ 3G~, "BO,b : $4.71'3, 500 I,

~~::, '.' ' 1 307. G40U a, )~B, 7111 I 161, ()~O 1. 5otl. 551 4~-!i, 7JGU' 4, 723, ~5::
'0'. 14~, 980i! 1, 43U, :lt5 I l3>, (f:>4' 1, :',6, 545 2fi~, 6MB 2,67:>, SIlO

l876... •••••• 2 ~. ntH l, l'(i:l, lUa [I 1U4, :l.';~ UH2.71l-l S58. 0781~ 2. B-l.-;' Hl7

1877_ •••.•• __ 1~7.~!.".'Ir }.3S4,~23 11l:l.!llG 1,G:l9, 1511 ~1,13Hitt 3,O~J,383

1878.................. 19li,-iGS l,l~B,675 183.919 1.7GG.T-6 aSU.3S7 3,174,001

lF79. • __ •.•.• _. ~"20, Mig 1,268.444 I 190.0761; 1,74.\ 400 4}0, 1J7:;~ 3.013, 9~<l

1880•....••.• _•. _..... g(U.674 2, 311~, 644 ; U1,66(1 2,!l~2.'>ll I S!!:1, :1<3 <, Wu, 302

1&>1..... ••. •••••••••• ~1l1. 657 2, 4-17. 0.'>0 : lU,."Z 1.041:. 3W l ttl7, 4~1J '3. ~UJ, 8111I

Tot"ll1m to) I~!n ... 2.""ii~·;:~irl;;:-r,;:;1;G[;[Ijl~;m;-!"'];,'"76:i-;9iSI~9~~




