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charge of the vessel. First I went to Chatham and found nothing, and then went into Massachu-
wetts Bay and fished on Middle Bank, and in about three weeks got a trip of 160 barrels. We
went into Tloston and packed them out., Wo fished a second trip in the bay, between (ape Cod
and Cape Ann, und caught aboat 150 barrels oore. At the end of the season, 1834, we hauled the
vessel up. ‘

T sailed in the schooner Lney Mary on the 28th of April, 1835, for the Grand Bank, and was
absgent 11 weeks and 3 days, obtaining 600 quintals of fisk. Tlhe Lucy Mary measared 59 tons Q.
M. (about 38 X. M.} We carried three sharesmen, and three men and a cook, liired ul a cheap rate,
abd made $200 to a share. On our retnri: we landed our fish, wlich conld not be carved at that
time of year, salted them in kenches, and put them in the store to wait for cold weather. After
this wo fitted for mackere] fishing in the Guif of Saint Lawrence. We shipped one more shares-
man and sailed August 2, fished for a while about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about
the middle of Qctober with 180 barrels of mackerel. We fished for the rest of the season for cod
and mackerel in Massachusetts Bay, making $220 after the 24 of Augost. After the end of the
season we carried our codfish and mackerel to Boston and seld them, the codfish selling for $2.75,
the mackerel for $7 and £3. I spent the winter at home. T didn’t feel like going fishing, and
went to building dories, which, at this time, were just eoming into use. {See aceount of dory busi-
ness elsewhere. }

In 1836 I was still in the Ly Mary, my Lrother, John Atwoed, master, and we started in
the spring for the Grand Bank. We sailed the last of April, and after a short passage of six
days anchored on the Grand Bank. 1In the first two or three weeks we eaught between 4,000 and
5,000 fish. Then it eawme on to blow heavy from the north and northeast. We were at an anchor,
and as many as twenty vessels—square-rigged French brigs and American schooners, all catching
some fish—were around uws. The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there was nof a
vessel in sight, all having drifted awaey or been obliged fo change their berths, The wind brought
down hundreds of great icebergs, which were floating all around ns. We got our anchor and ran
for the eastern end of the Bauk, but we met a vessel whicl said that it was full of ice there, so we
ran to the nortl, and there, on the edgs of the Bank, between latitude 45° and 46°, through the
whole voyage, when it was clear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around uvs. We
were frightened almost to death all the time, particnlarly when the fog shut down thick, but none
of them came foul of us. The ice was there as long as we were. When we got home we had been
gone eleven weeks and three days, and had on board 572 quintalg of fish. This year my brother
and T bad fitted the vessel and hired the whole crew, paying $18 apiece a montk for three men,
816 for one, and &8 for a cook. We made #4600 to a share. On onr arrival home we discharged
all our erew, gud my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and put them in salt. Then we
got on beard the salt and the barrels and everything for the Gulf of Saint Lawrenece. We sailed
on the 1st of Aungust, and on our arrival we eonld not hear of any mackerel being caught. 'We spoke
vessels from Bank Bradley and Prinee Edward’s Island and Gaspé, but they all said there was no
tishing. So we bore np and went to the Mapdalens. Wheu we got there we found that they had
been catching mackere! the day before off Black Land, near Tantenore, off the northwest coast.
S0 the next day we went down there. Wefound nothing till we got to the east end, and there we
caught a few. The wind blew up to the northwest heavy and drove us aronnd to the west of the
island, where we anchored ander the lee. The next day the weather moderated, and then we could
got no mackerel at all. Then we bore up and went to Newfoundland, We went as far as Port
an Port, and never eaught a mackerel—not a mackerel. Then we went back to the Magdalens
as quick as we could get back, and fished there for the rtest of the voyage. We returned home
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whont the L0tk of November, and pasked our mackerel—192 barrels of No. 1 and 33 of No. 2.
After packing the mackerel out we took them in and ecarried them to Boston. They were then
worth #7.31 and $8.31. We concluded not te sell, and broughi them home, and laid up the vessel
alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In Febroary we went up to Doston, I think, again,
and they had raised %1 & Dbarrel, so we made $225 by keeping them, From this trip we netted
$430 to 2 share, or §890 for the whole voyage. This was a big year for us.

In the spring of 1837 the owner of our vessel sold ont to go into the commission business. Tle
bad a large packet culied the Tam (’Shanter, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our
mackerel in Febroary be asked me {o take charge of her, 8o 1 shipped in the brig, and came
down home to get my clothes, The first voyage was to Savannah, with an assorted cargo. 1
Lired at $50 a month. We left the 27th of March, and returned to Boston with a cargo of cotton,
This was the time of the panic, and we could get uo {freight, sc we chartered to go to St
Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight there, 5o we went to the islaud of Bonaire
and loaded with salt for Bosten, We loaded deep and came out through the Mona passage. The
next day came a horriesne. What a time that was! It blowed away my sails, split off seven
stanchions, water-ways, and the bulwarks, and it was all we conid do to keep her afloat. She was
leaking badly, and the crew gonld not leave the pumps. I lost my mainsail, and had to lie to
under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a flat calm and held calm six days. Then it
breezed up fair, and we came up to DBoston. We left home carly in September. The brig was
next chartered to go to Port an Prinee, My folks would not let me go, because it was sickly
there, and I engaged for the rest of the full in fishing for dogfish and mackerel, and that winter 1
went winter fishing until March, 1838, at which time we had got into the habit of going fishing
in dories.

In 1838 my brother John and I bought a pink.stern boat of 4G tons, called the Orlando. She
was an old cheap thing, but we thought she would do to putter around the shore in. Bo we let
our schooner out to go to the Grand Bank. We fisbed around the shores of Cape Ced and on
Nantucket Shoals for cod and balibut, and earried them to market. Then in May, when the
dogfish began to trouble us, we eame inshore to fish for mackerel, which were plenty along the
Truro shore. We fished until June, and then went 1o the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our sails
were so poor we did not stay there long, and we got ouly about 20 Larrels. "We returned hone,
and fished along our bay for the balance of the fall, That winter I dido’t go fishing, T didu’t
feel very well, for I had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the Point had got disap-
pointed in their school teacher, so they got me to teach sehoel, and T get sick epough of it. T had
about thirty scholars. :

In the spring of 1839 we got another man to take the Orlande, and I took the Lucy Mary and
went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman and a cheap crew. 1 didn't go very ey, for T fshed
on the backside of Cape Cod the first part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about the
6th of June, returning about the middle of September. That was one of the years when mackerel
were soarce. As the prospect looked se bad for mackerel we concluded to wash out the fish und lay
up the vessel. So John and I cured up the fish. We eonld do better at that than to bire them cured
and go mackereling, When we arrived home with 557 guintals, fish were worth a good price, $3.50
& quintal, but when we got ours cured they Lad fallen to $2.50. We concluded we wouldr't sell
them, but keep them until spring. Tn February, 1839, we took {he Lucy Mary and went fisbing
fur halibnt in the gully between the eape oud the middle gronnds at n depth of 20 to 30 fathoms.
We fistied there in the spring, and then went down the backside of the Cape after balibut avd cod.
After the season was over I took in my fisk and carried them to Bostop, and conld hardly sell
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them at all. I sold 300 guintals at 2 a quintal to one dealer in Albany, and avotber Albany
man took half the rest on condition that T would ship the remainder, which I did, and got #L.71 a
quintal for them. So on that Grand Bank voyage I made only $50.

In 1840 muackerel were extremely searce. People who had Dbeen whaling at the Azores said
that they were plenty there, and large ones, so T conceived the idea of going to the Azores in
gearch of mackercl. We fitted out the vessel and I went there with a crew of five weu, all
sharesmen. We found no wackerel there, but a sort of bonito, probably the Awris roches, so T got
home as quick as T conld. So we hauled up until winter and then we fished in the gully for
bkatibut. Quly one ether vosssl, the Adrian, was fishing there, and we did very welll We had
the monopoly of the Boston market, for at that time the Gloncester vessels did not begin the
balibut fishery until the 1st of March. Sometimes we got 10 cents & pound for the fish.

In 1841 T wus still in the Tuey Mary, and in 1le spring we went off Monomoy and Chatham
and fished for shad, This was a new Lind of fishery. Years before, when I used to go there for
bait, T saw a wan catehing shad, but could get no information from him, and it was evident that
he tried to be shy. In 1840 we mistrusted they were catching shad there, and two or threc vessels
went down there from Provincetown, and fished with otbers from Chatham and got a good many.
1In 1841 great prepurations were made for catehing shad, and vesscls went there from Connecticnt,
Rhode Island, and all around, A petition was seot to the legislature to prevent out States folks
from fishing. The Jaw passed, but the fishermen came nevertheless., The law must bave scared
the sbad away, for nove came there that year, We fourd no shad at Monomoy, so we went over
to Nantucket. We got a few in the course of cur absence of {lree or four weeks, or we should
have made a broken voyage. The Lucy Mary was high boat, for we ventured out in rougher
weather than the others. We bhad four boats and eight men, and made about $60 to a share, my
brother and I, Shad werc worth about $7 a barrel, and weighed 3 or 4 pounds each. They
came late in May and carly June, and were not there more than a fortnight. When fishing for
them we went out in smull boats and drifted, each boat carryicg sbout 800 yards of gill-net,
which we made ourselves on purpose. The year before everybody had done well, After the shad
bad left we returneC and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This year, before the nets were set,
mackerel had Licen secn outside the cape, and we eoncluded to drift for them as we had for shad, and
made a good thing of it, We used common mackerel nets, cach boat setting ten nets of 60 yards
cach. We used to put them over and let them drift all night, and in deing this we found an ever-
lagting sight of whiting, which were very troublesome. We sometimes had to draw fa our nets
for fear that we should cateh so many whiting we couldn’t haunl them out the next day. We nsed
to get tons and tons of them. They had always been plonty and staid until the bluefish tipped
them ont. We made perhaps $100 in mackerel netting, sending them to Boston fresh, and paying
u quarter for carrying them. After the spring mackerel net-fishing was over, we fitted the Tumey
Mary for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, We shipped a crew of seven men, all sharesmen. This was
one of the awful scarce years for mackerel, and only 55,000 barrels were packed in the whele State.
We went direct to the Magdalen Islands, tished dowr to the eastern: and and staid there apd kept
catching a few on the ledges. They were good mackerel what we did eafch. 'We kept hearing
from the west shore of the gult that there were no mackerel there. We staid until October and
then came out with 100 barrels. That was a8 well as we could have done at anything, for maek-
erel were considerable high. We got a good price and wade about $100 apiece, In the winter
we went halibuting apmain,

In 1842 I got a letter from Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, saying that he was preparing a book
on the fisheries of Massachusetts, and asking about the torpedo, which e had heard ocenrred on
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ovur shores, 1 knew ull about it. I supposed, having been a fisherman go long, I knew a good deal.
ITe was a doctor of pliysie, and T thonght I would aid Lim without any pecuniary pay, and he
aeeepted,  After T had answered questions about thirty-two kinds of figh he sent me his report,
and said that was all they kuew about fish and anything I could do wonld be important. I looked
over it and fonud that T eonld do a good deal, and this was the begiuning of my acquainianee with
scientific wen.

In 1542 1 was fisking for Lalibuf and eod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon enough
to go shadding again, a second time, at Monowmoy, from the last of May to the 20th of June. We
had our nets already made and could go witheut any additional eost of outfit, We were ansue-
cessful and made only about $20 to a man, the crew consisting of eight men, Therc were probably
fifty sail of vesgels off Chatham fishing for shad. After this was over we eommenced mackerel
dragging in the bay, and eontinuned it until the middle of July. Then we fitted for the Gulf of
Saint Tawrence, sailing the latter part of July, We fished altogeiber at the Magdalens aud gol.
only 60 barrelz; but this was a good share compared with otler vessels., There were very few
Proviucetown vessels in the mackerel fishery that year, they being engaged mainly in the cod and
while fishery. There were & few from Cape Anu in the gulf with ns. We refurned home late in
the fall, and our profits were very small.

In the winter, from the Ist of February, 1843, to May, we fished as usual in the golly for
halibat, and went to ostou eight or nine times, sometimes carrying 5,000 or 6,000 pounds of fish
soinetimes net more than 2,000, About this year we begnn getting trawls for h:\]ilfut, as has heen
deseribed elsewheore.  Defore we begun trawling we carried ten dories snd eleven men, one 1ian
staying on board while every other one of the crew took a dory and went out to fish with hand-lines
at virious points within sight of the vessel,  After trawling began we carried only five dories and
sent two wen out in eaeh of thew. When we first began fi=ling for halibut in the grlly the fish
would weigh on an average about 135 pounds, This was in 1838; but after we had fished there
three or four years they didn't average more than 73 pounds. We used haddoek for bait, After
we got throagh Lalibut fishing there was ne encouragement to fit for mackereling. Qur vessel
wasg old and would not pay for repairing, so 1 went to Saiut I'ierre and sold her to the Irench for
#600. 1 ballasted her with brick, which also brought a good price. That wonnd up the old Lney
Mary. )

In the spring of 1844 I commenced to fsh jn a little old sloop which my brotlier had bouglt.
1t wasn't good for anything, and was called the Mars. We bad & crew of two n:en and a boy.
We fished on what we called Mill Ledge, not more than a mile from Highland light, in from 14 to
23 fathoms of water. We caught about 500 or 660 weight the first day ount, and as we coaldw’t get
them into the well alive we struck them with a elab as big arcnud ag my arw, and then pat themn
into the well dead. The wind sprung up and tbe next moruing it was still blewing fresh. We
started to haul our dead halibiet up to dress ithem when to our surprise ¢very one of them was
alive! We hit them as hard as we could, On this trip we made £100 to a sharc.

After the spring fishing was over we then engaged in the mackerel net fiskery for the season.
The mackeiel came in here o spawn the latter part of May and through the month of June. We
didw’t use the sloop in this fishery, but had a boat.

The plsiice, Platessa oblonga of Btorer, was extremely abundant here then. At that tie thore
were a great many squid, and the plaice fod on thew. We caught 2,000 plaice in one afternoon.
W sold them in Boston for turbot. Here and there we eould foul & murketman who weould boy
150 or 200 pounds, but generally there was ne demand for them. So we gave them away very
frequently. After we went two or {hree times to Boston with plaice we found it wonlde't pay at
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all. We could cateh enough, but conldu't find o warket for them., When bluefish cawse they
beecatne very scored,

After we got through carrying plaice to Bostou we went out in the bay and fished for cod and
hake, and whatever we eould eateh, unfil about the 1st of Septewber. We didv’t like the sloop
very well, We got tired of pomying.  Hearing of a sloop for sale at Xew London I went thero
and bouglt the smack J. Bawyer, 33 tous. After boying that smack we brought her around in
the fall of 1844, and commenced fisking in her, and fished into 1845. The 1st of January we were
fishing for codfish. We kad a erew of five men and carried four dories. The men were all on
shares. We fislied for cod in our bay and on Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from bLere towards Sand-
wich, the first of thi¢ winter and into January, 1845. Subscquently the fish left the ledge and we
went out inte deeper water off Race Point. After fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we
went on fo Naptucket Sheals with that smack for Lalibut, and I think we stocked about $400
while we were there, We went four trips, abont five weeks altogether.

Then we stopped 4t bome to engage in the mackerel net fishery, and let our smack out to a
man whe earried the fish to Boston market fresh and got a quarter for earrying them. We fighed
in our boats in our bay, diifting for mackerel.

After that mackerel scason was over there was no prospect of doiung much heres and we came
to the conclusion to go dewn fo the coast of Maine. e weni {o Monlegan, and the fishermeu
there said we couli’t eatel mackere! in nets; but we went oot in our dories and set our nets in
the night. We were gone from home fonr weeks and made 90 to a share. We thought that was
doing pretty well and went down aga;’n, but the next time there were go many sharks that we
conldn't do much and came home. The sharks wowld get in and tear the nets,

After returning home in the fall we set nets in our bay. We set them in the night and would
draw them in the morning if the weather wonld permit. We fished in this way till about the
middle of November and then fitted ont for winter fishing in Cape Cod Bay. We fished for
eodfish in the bay and carried them alive to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we engaged in
halibut fishing as the year before. Then we left out our smack for a man to go in her to run
mackerel whife we fished for them in the bay. Then, after we got throngh with that, whieh might
be about the 1st of July, we went to Monhegav as the year before, Beveral others went that
yeﬁr. Wo dide’t de mueh. Returning howe we flshed with mackerel nets {gill-netg) Liere in the
fall, until about the middle of November, when we commenced winter fishing again, (See Storer,

- Fishes of Mussachusetts, pp. 58-174).

During the winter we liad carried to Boston 3,999 cod, which weighed 51,263 pounds, and we
stocked $734.18. In the spring we caught 2,205 cod and stocked $240.43,

We went cod-fishing in the winter nntil May 8, 1847, Then we went dragging for mackercl.
This year we concluded uob to go to Monhegan, so two of us took the smack and took two loads of
lobsters to New York., We dido’t do much with them. They died, for we didu’t know how to
take carc of them very well. Affer retarning, about the Ist of August, from New York, we com-
menced fishing for hake and pollock and fished way into the anfumn. We dido’t save the hake
sounds then.

After that fishing was over we set mackerel nets until late in December and then commenced
winter fishing again.

In the spripg we went halibuting, fishing down on Nantucket Shoals until May. Mackerel
catchers didn’t do much, so that I dide’t go at all to set mackerel nets. After the spring halibut
fishing was over I commenced to earry lobsters to Doston,  After the Boston trade fell off we then
made five trips to New York with lobsters. 'We bronght Lowe frait to sell. 'We bought the lobsters
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Lere, We stopped alout the Ist of September, 1848, and then commenced fishing for hake and
pollock again. 'We did better at lobstering than we could at anything clse. In the fall we set
mackerel nets, buf. did pot do much and fitted out for winter fishing as usual.

In 1849 we were in the J. Bawyer still fishing for cod in the winter and halibut in the spring.
E’Ve had contraected to furnizh lobsters to Boston, bul we heard of e¢lholera Deing at the south and
the dealers backed out.

During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We were acenstomed to take onr
livers to Boston, and we sold them for 25 cents a bucket., Some parties came and effered us 37
cents. I made inquiry and foupd they wanted them for medicive, but T thought it was pretty
coarse medicine. I was acquainted with doctors, pliysicians, avd clhemi-ts, and I inguired a2bont
cod-liver oil, and they told me that it had been used in Trance for some years and was getting
more eommon every day. Afterward I wade alittle oil and they said at Boston it was just as good
a8 they ever saw,

I eonceived the idea of going to Labrador to get cod livers, and Prof. Jefiries Wyman, Horatio
R, Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. 'We started in pursuit of objects of natural history
and the manufacture of medicinal cod-liver oil. It waslate in the scason, and most of the cod-fish-
ing was over. I carried two dories. I got 300 gallons of cod-liver oil. We then returned home,
and resorted to setting mackerel nets through the fall. My wife died while I was absent that
voyage. This was the commencement of my manufacture of cod-liver oil, and I hiuve been engaged
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I eame home, and in the spriug of 1850 I bought the
schooner William Gray, 58 tons, and fitted for Labrador. . The main object of the voyage was to
procure cod-liver oil. T earried 200 Dushels of salt which I eonsumed on the codiish of my own
entch. We got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. Then I retorned home about the middle of September.

During that fall our fishermen were fishing for hake and pellock, and I commenced buying
them. T didn’t fish myself. I made $2¢0. My schooner was hauled up at this time. My brother
had a schoober, the Ned Buntline, and I weat, fishing for cod in the bay with bim in the December
of 1850, Wao fished for halibut, and did very well. After T left the Ned Buntlice there were some
men who wanted to go lalibuting, and I told them if they were a mind to get the schooner off 1
wonld go. They got Ler off and I pat a new suit of sails on her and started abont the early part
of April. Ishipped my crew mpop their own hooks. Every one had what be cateled. I got 2,000
weight of halibrt and went to Boston and sold them for 24 cents a pound. We then went to Nan-
tucket Shoals, and we caught 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This was Thurs-
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we went to Edgartown. Mouday we came
out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get up by the Cape. The next morning it blew
heavy and I ran down and run in after soundiog on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally
we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and the next morning the
schooner dragged her anchor. Then I put on another und she drapged that too. Finally I pat out
the ehain anchor and that held her till the gale wasover. That night Minot’s Ledge Light was blown
over. 1 then weunt to Boston and found halibat in good demand. The first sold for 6 conts. Then I
sold some for 5 and sold the lust for 1 cent a pound. We stocked about $120. I owned the whole
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a eonsiderable good trip. After recruiting with
bait we started out agajn and the first day we caught 67 again, and the next day we canght about 60,
and the third day about 20 and started for Boston. Where I fished was in about 18 fathoms, Chat-
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our haiibat for & cents right
throngh, My share was #175. We were gone five days. Then we went one other trip dowu there
. and got about #100, Then we came home and fitted for the Bay Chalenr, Gulf of Saint Lawrenca.
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We sailed about the middle of July, 1851, We went down the coast of Maine and tried to get
some menhaden but dida’t ecateh much. After arriving in the gnlf we went to the Magdalen
Islands to fish apd fished tlhierc until about the middle of September, when we went to Prince Ed-
ward Island. We took a beavy squull from flie northeast. There were six vessels in cempany
with us.  ‘We conld see where the harhor went in, and I had a maun abeard who had fished there
before and whe said he was just os well nequainted {bhere as with Proviveetown Harbor. One of
these other schooners was half a mile ahead and one was DLelind. Then it got dark and I lost
sight of these vessels. I saw a tremendous brenker ahead and I put Nat, my little boy, helow and
hauled to the north and luffed, and I hadp't run hut a winute when 1 saw a sca coming from the
otlier guarter. When that sea came along midships it broke right over ns. The next sen that
struck ns didu’t strike us so hard. She came working over till she came 1o the main beach of the
islarnd, Bhe was up so high that the tide didu’t wet her kecl, T stripped her und sold her tlwre.
She brought most as mueh 2y she was worth, 1 was there a week. I went aboand another Provinee-
town vessel that was coming home and got off at Saint Peter’s that uight, and there came on what
was known as the Yankee gale. T think it was the 4th of Ocleber, 1851, We hanled off that
night aid the next morning it waz Dlowing a gole of wind. We gailed on till nearly night head-
ing upr northwest, and T saw a big Lreaker abead. A sea struek vs and teok off our jib and fiying
jiby aud the boat off the stern.  We were earried right up on the north part of Baint Petes’s. T had
twenty barrels of my mackere] aboard, which T saved. Then T finally came home iu another ves-
sel. 1 wade pretty well that voyage. She was insured for $600, and I got iy mackerel out and
shipped them for home. "We made $40 to a share on our mackerel, and did tiptop.

My Drother was building a vessel at Northport, L. 1., called the Golden Bagle, 80 tons. In the

spring of 1852 T went fishing for Lalibnt on Nantneket Bhoals and took them to New York. Then
we came here for mackere? fishing and this vessel enried them to Boston., Then we went to
George’s Bunk for balibut in June, and earried our Lalibat to New Yorl, We went two trips.
Alter the two trips we fitted for mackereling—salt mackereling, We went off east of Cape Ann,
and subsequently in the bay, and fished until the 1st of October, aud then came lLiome, and my
brother took the vessel and went packeting to Boston and T set mackerel nets,  In those winters I
made cod-liver oil, but that didn’t stop nie from dory fishing,

When we returned from the George’s in Augnst, 1852, we slopped at Provincetown and took
in 2,000 lobsters, There were three sharesmen und we each {eok our wives and children o New
York to the World's Fair, Tbere were eleven of us, and we stopped a week in Noew York,

In 1833 I was in the Golden Eagle or Nantucket Shoeals, and afterwards went to George's
Buank until the 1st of September, as the year before. In automn I fished with gillnets in our
Loy, I Dought 200 quintals of hake apd pollock. .

In 1854 John, my brother, Ieft, and T took charge of the schoover and fished for cod and haii-
but on Nantucket Shoals and George’s Bank as the year before, and afterwards fished for mackerel
from the shore. Then my brother-in-law teek her and went mackereling.

In 1833, in the spring, T commenced dory fishing for cod, and preparing for catching mackerel
with nets. T built a new boat, called the Ichthyologist, which cost $240, for a drag-boat te drift
with nets in the bay. My son Nut was going with me and seemed to thiuk that there was small
chancoe for me fo be Ligh boat, until I undertook to esplain to him why I thought I should be. I
said to him, “Iknow what the mackerel come here for. They come here to deposit their spawn.
They spawn in the head of the bay, in 7, 8, or 10 fathoms of water. If you go up to the spawning
grounds yeu will find them more nomercus.”  Aecordingly, we got our boat ready and on the 20th
day of May we left and went up the bay into nbout 16 fathoms of water., There we put over our
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vets just as it was dark.  All ke rest of the fishing Loats went out southwest {rom the Wood End
to pick up thosce scattering mackercl, except one that chased me. When we drew our nets in the
mornipg I think we Lad 2,050 mackerel, when we returned home. The ofher boat, the one that
chased e, got 3,000. We then put them on a schooner and sent them to Boston and puid one.
quarter for carrying. Cf the boats that went off the Wood Epd the Ligh hoat got 140, My Lirotlier
thought it was strange that he didn’t get more; that be got his best night’s work out there the
year before, bat he didn’t remember at what {ime of the year it was, The following night it was
still pleasant, and il the boats went up the bay. One of the vessels was afrpid if they didn’t
haul their nets that night they wouldn’t get any fish, so they drew their nets at 9 o'clock, and
only got 1,500, When I hanled in in the morning I had 3,500. When 1 arrived I found that
the vessel that took mackerel was gll full, and I landed at home and salted thew, and E. 8.
Bmith & Co. gave me 2 cents apiece for them, so I got £70. After the mackerel deposit their
spawn in the head of the bay they want something to eat, and I thought that where there is the
most bait is where the tide rapping inte Cape Cod bay meets with still water. 1 weut there and got
a full fare, At the close of the fishing we were high bost. We stocked about £320, which was
about $100 more than any other bout. After the fishing season was over, which terminated about
the middle of June, I shipped in the schooner Wave Crest, Captain Doane, and went to Menhegan
to catel mackerel with nets, and took my boat and nets with me. We fished with gill-nets, drift-
ing off the islaud. The fishermen there took a great faney to my boat and T sold lier for $240.

In the spring of 1855 I built a new boat. In the sommer I went with that beoat to Monhegan
for mackerel, reteruing home the 1st of September. Then T fished from the shore for mackerel
uatil late in the autumn. In the winter I engaged in fishing and making cod liver ojl.

In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and commenced about the 20th of May to drag
mackercl nets, which lasted until about the middle of June. The 1st of July I reccived an
appointment as commissioner to inguire into the expediency and practicability of the artiticial prop-
agation of fish, I loeated at Sandwich to watch the habits of the trout {(Salmo fontinalis) during
the spawning season. I had two colleagues on ihe commission with me, Hou, Reuben A. Chap.
man, of Springfield, and Dr. Heury Wheatland, of Salem. In the following winter we made our
report, which terminated the vommission, In November I was elected a member of the State
house of representatives, whick took me away from the fishing bere.

When it came January of 1857 I went to the legislature, which was in session one hundred
and forty-six dayg, and did not return home until June, On my retorn home I took the sloop-
smack Federal and ergoged ju buying lobsters and carrying them to Boston until September, alter
which I was engaged in the shore fisheries in antmny, and the mackerel fishery.

The following Jannary, 1858, T was returned to the Lomse. After the elosc of the session 1
joined the sloop Federal and engaged iu the lobster and Lluefish trade, sending the fish te Boston
until September. In the autumn I engaged in the shore fishery.

In 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and in the spring I joined the sloop Féderal again
and engaged in tho lobster and bluefish trade again, as the year before. In the fall T engaged in
the shore fishery and mackerel net fishery. ‘

The next spring, 1860, T again joined the Federal and went in her until about the 1st of
June, when I went to Plymonth and there I swapped this smack for a Letter one called the Wave,
by paying £400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buying lobsters and blue-
fish when I could get them, and sclling them in Boston, until the 1st of Septemler. In autamnn
I engaged in the mackerel net fishery and later in winter fishing.

In the spring of 1861 T teok the sloop Wave and commenced fishing for eod and Lalibut, after
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which I engaged in carrying fresh mackerel and lobsters to Bosten until September. In the
autnmn I was fishing for mackerel with gill-nets in Massachusctts Bay.

In 1862 I did not go fishing in the winter—only occasionally. In the spring I was fishing for
cod and halibut again, and in the snmmer for lobsters and bloefish, In the winter I engaged in
the manufacture of eod-liver oil; in fact, I did so every winter.  In the fall I set mackerel nets.

In 1863 I was in the sloop Wave, and engaged in fishing tho same as the year before.

In 1864 T was in the Wave off Cape Cod in the spring and carrying mackerel and bluefish to
Boston until September,  In the winter ] engaged in the manufacture of cod-liver oil.

In 1865 I was still in the Wave, engaged in cod and Lalibut fishing in the spring, and carrying
fresh mackerel to market that we canght fu gill-nets liere, which lasted until about the middle of
June. After that I engaged in carrying bluefish to Doston aad fishing in the bay for codfish.
In the autumn 1 fished for mackerel with gill-nets, Tn the winter I made cod-liver oil.

In 1866 I was in the sloop Wave, halibut fishing, as in springs before, After which earryiog
mackerel to market until June; and through tho summer I engaged i thie Liluefish and dogfish
fishery. In September I sold my vessel.  That is when T coiled up my lines and guitted going
vesseling.

Ever since that time I have been epgaged in the mannfacture of medicinal cod-liver oil and in
smoking halibut brought from the Grand Bank.

In 1866 I honght 250 gquintals of halibud, but was about three months smoking them, and the
price fell, and I lost 41l my labor and 8500, The next spring 1 received a notification to deliver a
course of lectures Lefore the Lowell Institute, which I gave in the winter of 18¢8* I smoked
400 quintals of halibut for Boston parties. In 1869, 1870, and 1871 1 was in the fishery. Each and
every year we smoked from 400 to 700 quintals of halibut, until the last three years. ILast year we
smoked 130 grintals, but the manufacture of eod liver oil has been my main business.

* The lectures delivered by Captain Atwood ot the Lowell Institute in 1868 were largely ottended and very suc-
ecssful.-— Editor,





