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eharw, of the vessel. First I went to Ohatham and found nothing, and then went into Massacbu·

fwttH nay alHl fisltedon Middle Bank, and ill about. three wtmkl! got a trip of HiO barrels. We
went into Doston and packed them out. lYe fi;,;hed a secund trip in the ba.y, between Cape Cod

alHl Cape Ann; lind c~ught ahout HjO barrels mor(~. At the end of the season, 1834, we hatllf'd the

VeSElell1p.
I saileu in the schooner ];ney ~lary on tlw 2Sth of April, 1835, for the Grand Dank, and was

nhRent 11 weeks and 3 days, ohtaining fiOO qnintal~ of .fist. TlIe Lucy ll1HTy measured 1)9 tons O.

1\1. (about 38 S. ~L) We carried three share~lllen,afl(l three men and a cook, hirel] at a cheap rate,

aud madp $200 to II f;hare, On onr retnl'll we lauded our fish, which could llOt he CUI'E'd at that,
timp of year, llalted them in kenchell, awl put them ill the ~tOT(\ to wait for cold weather. After
thif; Wl' fit.tpd for mackerel fishing' In the Gulf of Saint LU'I'I"rence, We shipped Olle more sllfln~f;­

Ulan amI 8ailed Angust, 2, fished for a wldle about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about

the miJdIe of October witll 180 harrd" of mackerel. .,Ye fished for the rest of the season for cod

and lllnd>.erel in Ml18saehuf;f'tts Bay, making $220 after the, 2d of August. Aft.er the e!HI of the
Bcason we carried onr codfish and 1Il1l(;kerl'] to Boston a,nd soW them, the {'outish selling for $2.7!J,

the m:Lckf'rel for $7 and $8. I spent tlLe winter at home. I didn't feel like g-oing fh;ldug, and

wcnt to building dories, whicb, at this time, were just corning' into use. (See account of dory 1msi­
llCSS el;.;ewhere.)

In l8.1G I was still in the T,jwy lIlar:.', my brother, John Atwood, masror, awl we started in

the "pring fol' the Grand Dank. We sailed tll(' last of April, and after a short. passag'e of six
daSf:i anchored on t.l18 Grllml Bank. In the first two or thl'l'e weeks we caug-llt hetwcen 4:000 and

5,000 lisll. Then it came on to bID>;". heavy from the north amI northeast. "Ye were at an anchor,

and aR many a~ twellty vcssel~-8ql1are-riggedFrench brig-s and American scbooners, all catching

i<ome fish-were around us. The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there W<l" not a
ve"'sel in sight, all having drifted away or heen obliged to change their berths. The wind brougbt
dowlI bundrel1... of gn'at icebergs, wl.Jich were floating all around us. We got our anchor and ran

for the eastern end of the Bank, but we ruet a vessel whiclt said that it was full of ice t.here, so we

ran to thc nort.h, and there, Oll the edge of the Bank, between latitude 450 and 46°, through the

wl101e voyage. when it was dear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around us. We
were frig;ht{\nml almost to death all tht> time, particularly when tIle fog shnt down thick, but none

of t.hem came foul of UE!. The ice was there as long as we were. When we got home we bad been

gone eleven WI'ckg and three days, and had on board 572 quintals of fish. This year my brother

and I had fitted the ,,"Cf;sel awl hired the wbolc crew, P?sing $18 apiece a month for three men,
$16 for onr, ana $8 for It cook. We macll' '4(;0 to R 8h~tl'(\. 011 o.m arrival llOme we discharged
all out' crew, and my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and pnt t.hem in salt. Then we

got on board the salt and the barrels and ever3·thing for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We sailed

on the 1st of Augnst, and on our arrh'il] we could not hear of any mackerel being caught. We spoke

vessels from Bank Brailley and Prince Edward's Island and Gaspe, but they all said there was no

fishing, Sow/' bore up awl weut to the Magdalens. ""hen we got tbere we found that they bad
been catching mookerel the da,\' hefore off Black Laud, near Tantellore, off tho northwest coast.
So the next day we 'Vtmt down there. Wefound notlliIlg till we got w the east end, and there we

caught a few. 1'he wind blew up to the nort.hwest heavy and drove U8 around to the west of the

if;land, where we ancllOred under the lee. The next day the weather moderated, and then we could

get no mackerei at all. Then we bore up and went to Newfoundland. 'We went as far as Port
an Port, and never caught a mackerel-not a mackerel. 'l'hen we went back to the Magdalena

ll~ quick as W(\ couM get ba<lk, and fislled there for f,he reRt of the voyage. We retnrned home
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ltuout the 10lh of Novemuer, anti pu':ked our mackcrol-l0~ barrels of No.1 and 33 of No.2.

After packilJg tbe llla{'ken~1 out we took tbem in and carried them to Boston. Tlwy we,re thcll
worth $7.31 and $8.31. 'We concluded not to sell, and brought them home, and laid up the n,s~e1

alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In February we went np to Boston, I think, again,

alld the:r ]l(ld raiRed $1 a barrel, so we made $225 b3' kCf'ping tbem. I<'rom this trip we netted
$430 to a share, or $890 for the whole voyage. This was a big ~-ear for us.

In the spring of 1837 the owner of our ,essel 80ld out to go iuto tbe commission busiuess. lIe

had a large packet called the Tarn O'8baotor, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our
mac'kere:l in February he ailked me to hll,e cbarge of her. S(l 1 BhipIled in the brig, and carne
down home to get my clothes. The first voyage was to Savannah, with an assorted cargo. I
hired at $50 a month. 'Ve left tbe 27th of March, aull returned to BostOIl with a cargo of eotton,

This was the time of the panic, aull we could get 110 freight, 80 we ch~rtered to go to St­

Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight then', so we went to the island of HOllain'
and loaded with salt for Boston, We loudl'd deep and came out through the Mona pass~g('. The
next day came a hurricane. "'~hat a time that was! It h10\\'cl1 away my sails, split off senTI

stanc1lions, water-ways, antI the bulwarks, and it was all \It) could uo to keep her afloat. She was

leaking haul;r, and the crew could not leaye the pumps. I lost my mainsail, anti had to lie to

under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a fiat calm and held calm six dars. Theu it
brcl'zed up fair, and we came up to Boston. Wl~ left home carly in September. TIle brig was
IJext chartered ttl go to Port au Prince. Y.y folks would not let me go, because it was sickl~'

there, and I engaged for the rest of tIle fall in fishing for dogfish and mackerel, anll that winter I

"ent winter .fishing until .March, 1838, at wllich time we had got into tlJe habit of going fi8uin,(i

in dories.
III 1838 my brother John and I bought a piJlk-stern boat of 4G tons, called the Orlando. She

was an old cheap thing, but we tbought i>be would do to llUttel' around thl' shore in. So we let

our schooner out to go to the Grand BanI,. 'Vo fisued around the shores of Cape Cod and on
Nantucket Shoals for cod and halibut, and carried them to market. Theil ill May, wben til('

dogfish began to trouble IlB, we came inshore to &11 for mack('rel, wLkh werc ph'nty along tht'
Truro shore. WOe fisbod nntil JUDfI, and tUt'1l went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our snil~

were so poor we tlid ]Jot sf-a,y tltere lOIlg, nnd we got uilly about 20 barrels. '''e returned home,
and fished along onr bay for the balance of the fall. Tllllt winter I didn't. go fishing. I ditlll'(

fed very well, for I had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the Point had got. disap­
pointed in their schoolteacher, so they got me to teach. school, and] got ~ick elJough of it. I Ila(l

about thirty scholars.
In the spring of 1839 we got another lli(lll to take the OrlfI.1lUO, and I took the I.,uey Mary :md

went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman amI a cheap ITew. I diull't go wry ('arly, fOT I ftshctl

on the backl5ide of Cape Cod the firl5t part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about the

6th of June, returning about the middle of Septemher. That 'iUS one of the yem's when macke!'el
were scarce. As the prospect looked 80 bad for mackerel we concluded to wash out tho fish and la~·

up tlle vessel. So John and I cured up the fisll. We couitI do better at that thnn to bire them cured
and go mackereling. When we ll.rriycd home with 557 quintals, fhlh Wl're worth a good price, $3.50

a quintal, but when we got ours curet! they had fallen to $2.50. 'Ye concluded we wouldn't sell
them, but keep them until spring. In Fl'bruary, 1839, we took the I-,ucy Mary and went fi~hillg

for halibut in the gully between the r~lll'e owl the middle groum];.; at a depth of 2{) to 30 filUlom8_
Vi,Tc fisbed there in the spring, and tbl)n went tlown th,~ ba.ek!'.iM, (If the,Cal\e n,fter halibut. atvl ood.
After the season was over I took in my fil;1h find carried tlJcm to Uoston~ :lnd cOlll<1 !lanlly sell

SEC lV--ll
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them at all. 1 :sold 3011 quintals at $:! it quintal to olle dealer ill .Albau~', and anotber Alball,Y
man took half the rest on condition that I would ship the remaimler, which I did, and got $1.71 a
quintal for them, So OIl that Grand Bank vo,yagt:) I made only $50.

In lS-!O maekm'd were extremely scarce. People who had bBcn whaling at the Azores said
that UPy were plenty tllere, and large ones, so I conceived the idea of going to the Azores ill

s(\arch of lll:wkNcl. \\Te fitted out. the vessel amI I went there with a crew of fhe nl{'n, all

sharesmen. \Yl' fouml no wackerel there, but a sort of houlto, probuilly the A 11.1:'(8 rOdi! i, 0;0 Tgot

home a,~ quid: as I could. So we hauled up until winter and then We fiched in thl' gllll.)' for

halibut, Only one otller yt1"8']1, tbe Adriau, was fishing there, ami we did vcry well, 'Ye hilll

the monopoly of the Boston lllluket, for at that t.ime the Gloucester \'('!ssels did not begin the

lJalibut fishery until tlw ht of !IIarch. Sometimes we got 10 cents a. pound for tile fish.

In 1841 T was still ill tlH' Lucy Mary, anll in the Io1pring we went off )fonoIlloy aud Chatham

ano fislH~d tin' slJad. Thif; ,,[Us a new kiuli of flshery. Yean; bdilre, when I used to go there for
baH, I saw a mall eatdliug sJll},(I, bnt could get no information from him, mul it was evident that

he tried to Il(' shS. III 1840 we 1lIlstrtlsteu they were catching llhad there, amI two or thn'c vessels
went down there from l~rovincetowlI, llud Jish~d with otllers f!'Olll Chatbam and got a good many.

In ::.841 great preparations were made for catehing Shad, and ,eiSsels went there from Connecticut,
Rhode Island, amI all around. A petition was sent to the legislature to llrenmt out States folks
from fishing. Tlw law passeo, but the fishermen came nevertbeless. The lnw must have scared
the shad away, for nOlle came there that ;year, "Te found no shad at MonomoY1so we wcnt over
to Nantucket, We got a f(~w in the l;0urse of onr absence of tllfee or four weeks, or we should

llave maue a broken voyage. The Luc;y Mars was high boat, for we "entured out in rougher
weath~l' than the other~. 'Ve had fOllr boats and eigllt men, and llllllJe about $60 to [L share, m;y
brother llnd 1. Sball w{'rc \yortl} about $7 a barrel, and weig'hed 3 or 4 ponnds each. Th(\y
('(tme late in l\Ia;y awl earl.y J unc, aod were hot there more than a fortnight. When fisiling for

them we wcut Ollt in small boats and drifted, eacb boat carr;ying' abont 800 yards of gill-net,

which we made ourHel\'('8 on lmrposc. The year befure twerybouj' lUld llone well. After the shad

had left we returner: and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This ;year, before, the nets were set,
ruacl.erel hall lfOl'1l ~eetl outtlide tIle calif', amI we condudell to uriJ't for them as we bad for Rllad, and

made a gooll tllillg of it. "'e IlRed comDlon Illal~kerel nets, eaeh boat "etting ten nets Qf GO yards
cacho Vle uRed to put them oyer and let them drift all night, aIHI ill doing tbis we fOlllld an eyer·

lasting sight of wbiting, which werc very troublesome. lVe sometimes bad to draw ill our netl'l

for fear that we 811011111 catch so many whiting we eouhln't h:tul them (Jut tIl(J next day. 'Ye used
to get tOIl.!! and tOllS of them. TLJey bad alwa;rs heen phmty allli fltait:l until tue bluefish tipped

them out. We malle perhaps 8tOO in maekerel netting1sending them to Boston fresh, and pa'j'ing

a quarter for carrJing them. After the spring maCKerel net·fishing was over, we fitted the I,ues
Mary for the Gnlf' of Saint IJuwrence. 'We shipped a crcw uf SeYCUlnl:'n, ull sharesmen. This Will'!

Olle of the awful scarce ~'ellrs for mackerel, llud o[ll~' 55,000 barrels were packed in the whole State.

We wcut direct to tIle Magdalen Islanus, tisued dOWll to the eastero end and staW theJ'C :tnd kept
eatcbiug a few On the leuges. They were good mackerel what we did catch. We kept hearing

from tIle west shore of the gulf that there were no mackerel there. We staid until October and
then came Ollt with 100 barrels. That was as 'o'I"eli as we could have done at anytbing, for mack,

{'reI \'rere considerable high. We got a good price and made about *100 apiece. In the willtel

we ....cnt haJibuting llgaill.

In 1843 I got a lett~r from Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, sQsing that be was preparing a bool.
Oil the fisberies of Massachusetts, and asking about, tbe torpedo, which he bad beard occurred 011
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uur siwrm;. 1 kuew all auout it. I Sl.ll'pOSeu, hUYillg-becn a fislwrlU311 so long, I kllCW a gOiJU Jeal.

IIe w::m a doctor of pll,rl'ic, aJl(l I thought I wouhl aid him WitllOut any pecuniary pay, and lJ~

llcccJlh~d. After I had :lll.~weretl quc8tiollf; about tbirty-two kinds of nsh be sent me his report,
aud said that was all they klle\\- about fh,L alit! anything I could do would be important. I looked
ov('1' it aud fOl1lHl t.hat I could do a guml doal, and tLis wal'; tLc begiuuing of my acquaintance with

~l:i(,lltific lIIen.

III 1St2 1 was fishing for halilmt. amI eod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon cnough

to go shatldillg agaiIl, a sccond tiIllC, ill 1I101l01l1OS, from the last of May to the 20th of June. ,,'to
lwd OUl' lIds alread.r IlHll.le and couM go without. Ally additional cost of outfit. \Ve were Ullsnc­

('e8sfnl and made only about $~O to a man, the cww eom:isting of eight men. There were l)robahl~·

fifty sail of yessels oft' CllUtham fishing for SbiHl. After tbis was OHJr w(\ commenced mackerel

dragging in the bar, and continued it Ulltil the middle of J'uly. Then we fitted for the (,ulf of

Saint La"\\Tence, sailing the lattnr part of ,1uly. 'VI'c 11...Led altogetllCr at the Magdalew:< awl got
Duly GO bane]",; but this was II good s]l:1re comparcll with otlJer yessels. There were yt:'l'r ft,W

I'l'OYilJCetowll Yei'l"el" in the lllllckere.J fiOi1ter~· tlmt .year, tlll:';y being clJgagcd mainl;\-' in the cod aIH]

whalt' fb,b{>rr. There were a few from Cape AIl1l ill tbe gulf wilh us. We returned home late ill

the fall, and our profits were wry small.

In the winter, from the ]st of February, 184~IJ to l\htr, we fished ns usua.l in tbe gully for
halibut, and went to BostolJ eight or nine tilllCS, SOllJetinH;.., eauyiIlg' 0,000 or G,OOO pounds of 1:i1"h
flometime;; not mow than 2,000. A bout this ;'o'ca1' we begnn setting trawls for baJiliut, as has been
tle;;erihed dscwll{)l'(\. Defore. we h{'gall trawling' WI) cardl'd ten dories amI de,ell mel), one lllall

r;t:lyillg Of) hoard while m-er.\' otller Olle of the crew took a dory and went out to fish with hand-lint'S

at yarious points withilJ sight of the 'C!'\sd. Aftt'r tmwling lNg-ail we carried onl,Y fiH~ dories and
8('llt two llJell out ill \!3ch of them. 'YIH'll Wl:! first began fi~lJing for halibut in the gull,}' the fish

would weigh on an ayemg\l about ];lJ pOUlJlls. 'fhis was in 1838; but flfter we had fished there

three 01' four J'ears theX diull't :nerngp more tLan 7:; pounds. 'Ve used haddoek foI' bait. Afh'!J'

we got tlJroug'h Imlibut fishing tile-rc was no ellcollrap;cmcllt to fit for IIlflekereJing. OUI' Hssel

WfIg old and 'Would llot I'<l~' for r('pairil.lg, so 1 wellt to Saillt Pierre :md 801d her to the French for

$600. I ballasted lwr with hrie-h, which alOio brought a good pricf'. That woulld up the old Lne~·

Murr·
In the spring of 1844 I commenced 10 fish ill a little old sloop which Illy brotlJel' bad bought.

l! wasn't good for anything, aTld was called the Mars. 'We had a errw of two men and a boy.

'Ye fished on what we called )fill Ledge, Dot more tban II mile from IIighlulId light, in from 1-1 to

2:; fatLollls of water. 'We caug-ht about 500 or GOO weight the f1rst day out, llntl as we couMn't get

them into the well ali\'c we struck them witb a club as big iJl'Ollllll itS m;r al'll17 alld thcI! pnt tlWlll

into the well dead. The wiud SJlI'IIllg up IUld lhl' llt'xt illoming it. was still blowing fresh. 'Ve
startcdto llUU1 our dead halibut np to tlH'8S them whell to our l'illlllrise neQ' one of them was

aUn! 'Ye hit them as hard as we could. On this trip we made $100 to a ~bal'(:.

After the spring fishiIlg was 0\'01' we tl)(~Jl engagell in the mackerel Ilet fishery for the season.

The maekmd came in here to spawn the latter part of Mny anll throngh the, month of ,Tune. W'e

didu't use thl' gloop in this ftshery, but bad a boat.
Tlm plaice, Plat~J8sa oblOrlya, of Storer, was extl'emel,\' ahuuduut here then. At tLat time thore

were a great many squid, aUfl the plai.:.:e ff'(lon them. '\Ve caught, 2,000 plaice iJl one afternoon,

'Ve sold them ill Bos,ton for turbot. Here and tilerc we could fiml a marketmll.u who wouM buy
150 Or' 200 pounds, but gcncrnll~· 1Iwre was no demand for UH!U1. So we g-ayc them ~1,W<I;Y ,er;r

f'rpqnenUs. After we w(mt two or Ihl'(,(, timc~ to Boston ~\'ith lJl11iee we fonnd it wonltln't PUJ at
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all. 'Yo could c,ttch enough, hut couldn't find a market for them. \Vhell bluefish came they

heC:1lUH very 8CUI'Ct',

After we got through cllrrying plaice to Boston we well t out in tbe ua,y and fished for cod and
ha].;t·, awl whatever we could eatell, Ulltil auont tbe 1st of September, We didn't likll the sloop
W'T~- wdl. We got tired of lJlllHlIing. Heariug of a o;loolJ for sale at New London I wcnt thero
and bonght the smnck ,r. Saw~-er, 33 tOllS. After hu.ying that smack we brought her around in

the fall of 1844, and conulIcnceu flsbing in her, IIml fh,Ited into 1845~ Tho 1st of January we were

fishing fol' cOtlfish. "'e h::uI a Cfew of five men and carried fonr dories. The men wcrc aU on
shares. We fbht,tl for co<1 in our bay and on "Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from lJere towards Sand·
wicb, the first of the winter and into January, 1845. Subsequently the fish left the ledge and we

went ont into tleclwr \Va tel' off Race Point,. After :fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we

went on to XnlltIH:kl't Shoals with that smack for halihut, and I t,hin\: we stocked about $400

while we were then'. 'Ye went four trip!;:, about fixe weeks altogether.

Then we stopped at Lome to engage in the mackerel llet :fishery, and let our smack out to a
Illall who carried the fh;h to Boston markf.!t fre~h am] got a qU:l.rter for carrying them. 'Ve :fished

in our boats ill Oill" hay, dliftillg for mackerel.

After that lIJael,erd S{'USOIJ was over there was no prospect of doiug llluc·h bere and we carne

to the couclu::.;ion to go dowll to the coast of Maine. ,Ve went to Monhegan, and tIte fishermen
there !laid we coultlu't 0:1 teL mackerel in 1]('[8 j but we wellt ont in our (Jories and set our nets in
t.he night. \\'t,;were gone from borne fonr weeks and made $90 to a sb arc. We thongh t that was

doing pretty well uml wellt down aga!n, but the next time there were so many sharks that we

conldn't do III neb am] ClI lJJC llOme. The sharks would get ill amI tear the ncb:.

After retll1'lling home ill tLe fall we set nets in our bay. ~VC set them in the night l1ud would
draw tbcm in the morning if the weather would permit. We :fished in this way till about the
middle of NOYCJllu('-l' and then fitted out fnr winter fishing' in Cape. Cod Bay. We; fished for

codfish in the bay allli earrie[l them alh"e to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we f'ugaged in

halibut fiS!Jillg as tIlt) ;year before. Then we let ant our smack for a man to go in her to run

mackerel willIe we fi;;iled for t.llem in tIle bay. Then, after we got throngh with that, which might

00 about tlle 1st of Ju1'y, we went to l\Ionhegan as the year before. Several others went that
year. 'Ye didlJ't do llIueh. Returning home we fished with mackerel nets (gill-nets) bere in the

fall, until allout the middle of November, WIH'fl we commenced winter fishing a.gain. (See Storer,

'Fishes of llassaehusetts, pp. 58-174).

During the winter we lmd carried to BOlSton 3,999 cod, which weighed 51,263 poullds, and we
stocked $734.18. In the spring we caugbt 2,205 cod and stocked $240.43.

We went cod-fislJing jn tbe winter nntil 1Io1a;r 8, 1847. Tben we went dragging for mackerel.

This year we conclmled not to go to l\fonhcgall, 1'10 two of us took the smack and took two loads of

lobl\ters to New York. We dillll't (]o lUndl with t.hem. Ther died, for we didn't know bmv to

take care of them wry welf. .After rdufning', about the 18t of Angust, from New York, we com­
menced :fishing for hake amI pollock am! fished way into the autumn. We didn't save the bake

sounds tben.
After that fishing was o\'cr we set maekerel nets until late in December and then commenc('{l

winter fishing again.
In the spripg we went halibuting, fishing down on Nantucket Shoals until Ma,y. Mackerel

catchers didn't do mudl, so that I didn't go at all to 8et mackerel nets. After the 8pring halibut
fishing wa13 over I cO/llwencetl to cal'l':J' lobsters to Eoston. After thc BO!jton trade fell off we tIlt'll
made five trips to New York with lobsters, We lJrought home fruit to sell. We bought the lobsters
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I.ere. Vi'e I>t0l'1'l'U alJOut the 1st of September, 1848, alld then commencc\l fishing for lmke and
pollock again. We did better at lobsterjng than we could at anything else. In tile fall we set
mackerel nets, but did not do much ane] fitted out for winter fishing as mmal.

In 1849 we were in the J. Sawyer still fishing for cod in tlle willter and hnlilHlt in HIe spring.
::,,"6 had contracted to furnil"h lobsters to BostOD l but wc heartl of dlOltra hdng at the J;;outlJ and
the dealers backed out.

During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We wnt accustomed to take our
livers to Boston, and we soIa them for 25 cents a bucket. Some parties came and offered us 37

cents. I made inquiry and found they wanted them for medicine,lHlt I thought it \\"as pretty
coarse medicine. I was acquaill tcd with doctors, physicians, aud chrllJi~1.", :tmi I il1(Jllired about
cod-liver oil, and tlH\\T told me that it had bcen nsed in France for some .}l'an; and was getting
more common every day. Afterward I made a little oil and they said at, Ro><ton it waf', jUf'.t afo; good

us they ever saw.
I conceived the idea of going to Labra(lor to get cod liYl'r~, and j'J'of. Jdfl'ies VV~'lllall,Horatio

R. Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. We started in pursuit of ohje~ts of natnral history
and the manufacture of medicinal cod·liycr oil. It was late in the Bcawn, and most of tLe cod-fish­

ing was over. I carried two dories, I got 300 gallons of cod·liyer oil. "Ye tbCIl returned home,
aud resorted to setting mackerel nets through the fall. ~Iy wife died wldlc I was ,lbsellt that
voyage. This was the commencement of Illy manufacture of cod-lin,r oil, ,mel I hu,e been engaged
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I came home, and in Ule spring of 18.10 I bought the
schooner William Gray, ,')8 tons, and fitted for Labrador.. The main object of tlle "l'"oyuge was to
procnre cod-li,er oil. J carried 200 bushels of salt which I consuDled Oil tll(' codfish of my own
eMeh. 'Ve got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. 'fhen I retnrned home about the middle of September.

Dnring that fall our :fishermen were fhihing for hake and pollock, and I commenced bnying
them. I didn't fish myself. 1 made $200. M~' schooner was hauled np at this time. My brother
bad a schooner, the Ned Buntline, nnd I went fishing for cod in the bas with him in the Decemher
of 1850. We fished for halibut, and did vcr)- well. After I left the Ked Buntline t1le-rc were sotlle

men who wanted to go lmlibnting, and I toM tuem if tbey were a mind to get the schooner off I
would go. They got her off and I }lUt D, IH'W suit of !"ails on her and started abont the early nart
of April. I shipped my crew npOD their own hooks. Everyone had what he catched. I got 2,000
weigbt of halibut and went to Boston nnd sold them for 2~ cents a pound. Vvc then went to Nan­
tucket Shoals, and we canght 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This '\fas Thurs­
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we went to Edgartown. l\lol..u]a)" we CaWt1

out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get Ull by the Cape. 'fhe next worning it bIt>w
heavy and I run down and run in after sounding on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally

we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and tlw next morning t1l('
schooner dragged ber anchor. Then I pnt on another and she dragged that too. Finally I put out

the chain anchor and that held her till the gale was oyer. That night Minot's Ledge Light was blown
over. I then wellt to Boston and found halibut in good demand. Thc first sold for Gcents. Then I
sold some for 5 and sold the last for 1 cent a pound. We docked abont $120. I owned the whole
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a considerable good trip. Afler recruiting with
bait we started out again and tlle first daJ we caugl.t 67 again, and the next day we caught about GO,
and tbethim dny about 20 anll started for Boston. Wbere I fished WIlS in about 18 fathoms, Chat­
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our halibut for ucent.. right
through. :My share Wll8 e175. We were gone five dass. Theu we went one other trill down there
and got about 1100. Then we came home and fitted fN the Bay Chaleur, Gnlf of Saint Lawrence.
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\Ve sailed. about the middle of Jul.Yl 1851. We WCllt down the coast of Maine and tried to get
Some Tut'uhnl1ell hut didn't ('~tdJ llluch. After urri\'jng in the gUlf we went to the Magdalen

Islands to fisll aUlI fished 1l1~'rc until abont tlJ(.' milll1le of September, ",lIen wc went to Prince Ed·
warll hlaud. We tool. a benY.)· squall from the lJOrtlleast. 'rlJcre were six yessels in compan:1,

with us. \Yo eould src where the lwrhor \YCllt in, awl I had a mall aboard who had fished there

before amI who said he was jU13t H8 wcll aequajlJt('d there as with Pro.ineetown Harbor. One of

these other 8cl.WOIlcrs was balf a mile ahead und one WHS lwltind. Thcn it got dad, awl I lost
8ight. of th('se ycssels. 1 saw a tl'ClllelldolH3 hn,aLer nhead nfH} I put :Nat, my little uO,Y, below and

hauled to the north und luffeu , and I hadn't l'IlIl hut a miuute whell I saw a sen cOlllin~ from t.he

othel' quarter. 'Wheu that "en came along milll;ldp.<; it }))'o1>e right oyer 118, 'Ihe next. sea that

struck I1S diuu't strike us IiO hard. SIIe eamc working OYer till slle Came to the main heach of the

i:slmlfL She was up so lligh tlmt the title didll't "\let her keel. I shippeu 1]('1' aud mld ller thl'l"e.

She lJrollg-ht 11l0st as much Po" !i-be wus wort h. I \Ylli; there a 'l'\"e('k. I wcnt n}lO:ull another f'rOyillCe­

[OWll ,"csse! that was COIning home and got oft' at Suint Peter'.,. thut night, and 11]('["p canlC on WIJ:lt.

\\"ns ];.nO\\1l as the Yan],:ee gall,. I thiuk it was the 4th of Od oter, ] 851. W{' hall]p(l off t1mt

lliglJt mHl the next morning it wm~ lJ]OWillg u. gnk of wino. 1'\'e saikd on till llenrly night he::ul­

ing up nortlmeHt, awl I Haw a big u)'(':l1>.('1' a]JUHl. A sea stI'llek m; alld took 011" onr jib aml fi~'inA'

jib and the boat ofl" the :.;tem. "We wne carried righ t up on Uw north part of Saint, retl'J"S, I had
tWCllty lJ;u'rl'is of m;\- mncker('l aboard, wldeh I 1<3..... ('(1. Th('ll I unall.y earne llOJnl'ill another YPs­

ReI. I llla(1c prett.y well tLat. yoyage. She was ilH,mred for $(;00, allll I got. llJ;\' wlH:kcrel on]; mHl

shiplWd th(~m for hOlJIIJ. ,"Ye made $·10 to a share on our ruaekerel, am} Ilid til/toP.

nly urother waH lmihlillg a vessEl at Nurtllport, L. 1., called the Golden Bag-It', 80 tons. In the

flpl'illg' uf 1&J:.l I went ul;hing for lHlli1mt OlJ X.tlltnckct. Shoals and took them to New York. Tben

we callie hen' fllr maeJ,;t'rcl fislliIlg alllI this y('$scl C:Jnied them to Boston. Then 'We went to
George's Daul, for halibut in J\IIlt', HlHl l~nn'i('ll our halibut to ~ew YOlk \Ve wcnt two trips.

After the t \\0 trips we tit ted for "mael,('wlillg-sult llJach'I'eling. 1\~e went off calit of Gupo .Aml,

and l:lllllscqllently in the bn~', ,m{] .fislwll until the 1st of Octoher, ntH} fhcn came home, and my

broth~'r took til(' H'ssel &Jld w('1)t p'll',1:etiIlg tll Boston and I set DHlckerd nets. In those winters I
nmde cod-linT oil, hut. that didn't stop !lIe fJ'Otll dOQ' fi~}lillg.

,Vhen "we returned from the Gl:'ol'ge'~ in Angnst, 1852, we 8topIWd at Provincetowll mu} took

ill 2,000 lobsters. Then: w('re tllree slwresmen ttlHl we cuch took Olll' wi.es and children .0 New

York to the lVorld'~ Pair. Tb~re were eleven ofns, and we stopped <t week in New York,

III 1853 I was in tlle GoldeIJ Eagle on Nantncket Shoals, and nfterwards went to George·s

Bank until the ht of September, as the scar before. In nutumn r fished with gill" nets in our
\lilY. I bougllt 200 quintals of lwl,c aml polloek.

III ]804 John, my brot.her~ Il'ft, and I took charge of the flc!lOoner and fished for cod and hali·

b11t on Nantucket Shoals and George's Ennk as the ,year before, amlilfterwards fished for mackerel

from the shore. Then my brother.ildaw took her amI weut mackerelillg.
In 18J5, in tbe spring, I commenced uory fishing for cod, and preparing for catching macJ,;cre}

\yith lH:tS. I built a new hoat, called t.he Ichthyologist, which nost $240, for It drag-boat to drift

with nets in the ha~·. ::'Ily son Nat was going with me and seemed to think tImt there was small

c1lUntO for me to be high boat, until I U1l1lertook to explnitl to him why I thonght I should be. I
!:'oaitl to him, H I'kuow What the mack<'rl'l come bere for. Tbp:r come here to <leposit their spawn.

The.)' spa wn in the head of the hay, in 7, fI, or 10 fatltolllA of water. If you go up to the spawuing

grounds ;you will find thcm more numerous." According!:,., we got OUI boat readJo' and on the 20th

dll:, of Ma~' Wt~ left and went IIp the bay into abont 10 fathoms of witter. There we put onr our
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uets just as it was darlL All iLl' refit of the fishing boatf! went out south west from the Wood Enp

to pick tlP those scattering macl,erc], except one thnt cbased me. When we drew Olll' nets in tbe

morning I think we hlHl 2,0:;0 mackerel, when we rdurned home. The otber boat, tllC oue tbat

chased 101", got 3,000. "'e then put them OD u schooner amI sent them to Boston and paid one,
qnarter for (~arrying. C f the boats that went off tbe \\Tood End the high !loa t got 140. !lIy brotliel'
thonght it was strange that he didn't g('-( lllorf'; that hn got his best lJigbt':; work Ollt tlwrc tbe

;'I'ear before, but he didn't remember at what time of the ycar it was. The followin~ nigbt it was

!Still pleasant, amI all the boats WOIlt up the ba,Y. One of the veSf;elf; '"1"<1" afruid if they didn't
haul their nets tlJat night they wouldn't get any ush, so they drf'w thdr nds at fl o'('loch, and
onlJ got 1,500. ,Vltcn I hauled in ill the morning I hall 3,500. \\hen 1 arriw'(l I fOllnd tllilt

the Yessel tbat took mackerel was all full, and I landed at bome and f;altell them, and E. S,

Smith & Co. gave me :! cents apiece for them, so I got $70. After the maek"l'el {1,'posit their

s}lawn jn the ltead of the baJ tlle;y want something to eat, and I thought that where thcl'e if; the
most bait is where the tjd,~ running into Cape Cod ba;y meets with still water. I went tLpn' and got
a full fare. At the close of the fishing we were high boat. 'Ye stocked about $320, 'Which wns

abnut $100 more thu,n any otbel" boat. After the fishing seasou was over, which terminated about

tbe middle of June, I shipped in tbe schooner 'Vave Crest, Captain Doan", and wellt to :Monhegun

to cateh mack erel witb nets, an J took my boat and nets witll me. "',.e fi.,;lleu IV ith gill· net s, drift.­
ing off tbe i>;IHlllI. Tbe f1slwrmen there took a great fancy to my boat and T I'oltl 11<.'1' for $240.

III the spring of 18;j,j I built a new boat. In tile snmmer I W('llt with that boat to Monhegan
for mackerel, returuillg home the 1st of September. Then I fished from the shore for lIlae],erc']

nntillate in the autumn. In tile winter I engaged in fisbing and making cot!liwr oil.

In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and cOIDmenced auout tbe 20tll of MilY to clrag

mackerel m~ts, which lasted uutil about the midd.le of June. The 1st. of Jll]y I l'eceiwd all

appointment as commissi.onef to inquire into the expediency amI practicability of the artifldill prop­

agation of fish. I located at Sandwich to watell the habits of the trout (Salmo fimtinali.~) during

the spawning seaSOD. I hacl two eollengues on the commission with me, HOll. Reuben A. Chap·
man, of SpringfiplO, and Dr. IIemy \Vheatlund, of Salem. In, the fonowjn~ wintpr we made our

report, wbich terminated the commission. In Km-ember I was elepted a member of the State
house of represent<ltiYes, which took me awn,y from tIle fi8hing here.

When it came January of 18m I went to th(~ legislature, WIliclJ was in session one bUll(Jred

and forty-six days, amI diu not return borne until June. On my return homo I took the sloop­

smack Federal aIllI engngcd in buying lobsters and carrying them to Boston until S('ptetllber~af! Pl'

which I was engaged in tlle shore fisheries in auhuDll, and the mackerel fishery.
The following January, 1858; I was returned to the house. After the close of the session 1

joined the sloop Federal and engaged in the lobster and bluefish trade, sending tllC fish to DORton

until September. In tbe uutumn I cllga,ged in the RlIore fishery.

In 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and ill the spring I joined the sloop F;l1nal agnin

and engaged in tbo lobster and bluefisll trade again, as the year before. In the ffill I etlgagell in
the shore fisbery and mackerel net fishery.

The next spring, 1800, I again joined the Federal amI wcut in her until about the lst of

June, wben I went to Plymouth and there I swapped this smack for a better one called the "can',
by paying $400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buyiug lobsters and blue­

fish when I coultl get them, and selling them in BQston, until the 1st of Septemller. In autumn

I engaged in the maekerel net fishery and later in winter fishing.
In the spring of 1861 I took the sloop Wa\"e and commenced fishing for cod am] lmlihut, after
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which I ellgagl.'d ill carrying fresh mackerel and luusters to Boston until September. In tho

autumn I was fishing for mad,ere! with gm·I\ets in MassaclJ11sctts Bay.
In 1862 I <lid not go flslJillg in the viutcr-only occasionally. In tha spring I was fishing for

cod and lialihut, again, aud in the tmillmtT for lobsters and blne:fish. In the winter I enga,ged in
the manufadure of cod-lin>r oil; ill fad, r did so CH'ry willter. In the full I set mackerel nets.

In 1863 I was in tlle sloop TiTavl', antI engagcd in fislling the same as tho year before.

In 1864 I was in the Wave off Cape Cnd in tbe 8priIlg and carrying lTI9ckerel and bluefish to

Bo:ston until September. III thl' winter] engaged in the manufacture ofcou.-Iiver oil.

In 1865 I was still in the "Taw, engaged ill cod and Lalilmt fishing in the spring, and carrying

freslJ. mackerel to market that we caught in gill-nets llcrr, wlJich lasted until about tIle middle of
Junc. After that I engaged in carr,ring bluefish to DostolJ and fishiIlg in the ba,Y for codfish.

III tLe autnmn 1 fisht-,Il fol' mackerel witL gill· nets. In tlle wjlltcr 1 made cod·li,er oil.

In 1866 I was in tlle sloop "'uYe, halibut. fisllillg, as ill f'prings befllr(). After which earr~'iug

mackeI'd to marI,pt until .Junc; and tbrough Uw summer J engflgeu in tIle blupfisli anu dogfish

fishery. 1tI Septcmbrr I sold Illy n'sRel. That· iO! when I coiled up my lines and quitteu going

Yesseling.

Ever sin ec that t.i me I lwxc been cngaged i 11 tlJC HI annfa et.nre of medicinal cod-IiIeI' oil and in

!lDloking halibut brought from the Grand Bank.
In 1800 I bought 250 quintals of halibut, but was about tlll'cr mOllthl;; smoking them, and the

price fell, and I lost ull m.y labor awl $GOO. The next spring 1 recFiYell a notification to deli\"er a

coun;e of lectures before the Lowell Institute, wideh I gave in the winter of 18CS.- I smoked

400 quintals of halibut for BORton parties. In 18G9, 1870, and 1871 I was in the fi."hery. Each and

every year we smol.ed from 400 to TOO quitltals of halibut, until the last three ~year8. Last year .we
smoked 130 quintals, but tile mauufacture of cod Ji\"er oil has been my main business.

• The lectures (lelivered by CaIltlloil1 Atwood o,t the Lowell Institute in 1868 were largely attended a.nd very 8UC­

C-Cl18ful.-Editllf'.




