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resistance to tbe sell, is also used ,,,ith the Bame result. The men meanwhile Meady the boat with
their oars to prevent it from SWinging "side to the windY

PRECAUTIONS AGAINS'£ LOS~ OF LIFE.-Much suffering and loss of life lIlight IIC prevented if

tbe fil;hcrmen would carry food U1Hl water in their dories WhCll they go out to hanl the trawlt'>o So
maIlY vessels are passing dailJ' mthe vicinity of the fishing grounds that the dHHlces are against

a boat drift,ing for wallY days without being picked up, provided the men are able to ker-p up tl.teir

strengtb and spirits. Many of the banks arc so ncar the land that the men couM succeell in rcach­
ing it if they had provisiolls to rmpport their strength for 11 few daJ's. Tlle custom of carrying
water and occa-sionaIfy prO\<ifiioll'l in the dories in thick weather iS

l
it is claimed, coming' more iuto

fa vorl but this simple precaution <Igainst disaster and suffering should be imifitcd upon hy humane

llUulic sentiment, and possibly also by legal enactment.

It has been suggested that it would be useless to make laws for the govel'mucnt. of fishermcn
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law1 but no matter how carelesl:; the crew and skill
pers may be, if a law allowed th~ fishermen to bring a suit for damages against the master and
owners of a vessel which sent th~m out in a small boat without pl'Ovisiongl it 'Would be clearly to

the interest of the latter to oblig~ them to carry the necessities of lif('l no lImtter how careless the
men thcillsel,es might be.

.Tohn Maynard, of New Lon(],oll, aIllI ,\Villiam Corthell, of Lyme l Cmm., of schooner GiIt'on
Carman l left that vessel on George's on Wednesday, March 17, 18G9, in a dor:y, to haul their trawlt:l,
and while doiug 80 a very beav.Y thunder-squall 1!pmng up, driving thcm frorn the banl;:i'!. They
had at the time several balibn~ and from sixty to sewnty codfisll, which they had to throw oyer­
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to cat. After eating a little it made them

sick l and they were obliged to throw it away. On ThursdaJ- night they saw a YeSI'd, but weN'
unable to attract her attention; were drifted about all day Friday and Friday night

l
wit-bout auy­

thirg to eat. On Saturday morning a duck lit in t.he vicinit.y of the hoat1 wlJich they managed to
kill and ate it raw. Ou Saturday night1when they had nearly given up tlle idea of beiIlg sayed

l

tbey maul' a light a few miles ahead. They immediate1J' pulled for it, when it provcd to 110 the
schooner Henry Clay. During the time they were in the boat they had a stearly storm of rain and

suow aud were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat
clear of water. Corthell had his teet badly fro.-;en. Maynard's arm was badly ebafed and SWOllCIl

1

and bofu suffered greatly.-
"TLe Domjnjon Gov£'xnmen t iltt>JllDf"X .NewJidd, C:lptJjjlJ Gullion], 3rJi\-NJ il t llJi]jf,ax from

Sablc I8land to-day, and brought up William Coleman and James McGrath, Who had landed Oll

tb~.,_ island. Tbe two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Glouecster
1

:Mit8S.

They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the n:lOrning of Sllllda.y,

April 18, to attend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and they were unable to

get back to the vessel. For fiye days they drifted about at the mercy of wind and wavcs
l

withollt
food or water. Their sufferings were intense, as the weather was YeI';)' cold. McGrath had both

feet badly frozen. On the evenin~ of Tuesday, April 22, tlleir dory drifted ashOre on Sable !liland,
and the two men are kindly cared for by the mell stationed there to aid wrecked people."t

DlllGERS OIl' FOG OR TillCK WEATHER.-There is constant dangel', at all Seasons of the rear,,
of fishermen, while oat in the bOats1 losing sight of the vessels. In summer, whcn there is no

snow, the fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of thts sort, so far as llossible, vessels are
pnftided with bells, hornl!l, and guns. The common tin horn amI Anderson's Ilatent bOrD, in which
the air is forced -through a reed by a pistoll l are the most common horDS in use, Occa.sionally the

.. Glouceatcr and Ita FiIlhe:rleJI, p. 66. t Donon Herald, April :m, 1880.
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oM-fashioned eonLJh-f1hell horn is carried, amI this is cOllsidered by many experienced fishermen
superior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry moskets and a few of them small can DOll. The firing

of cnnnon is so expensinl and dangerous that they can only be used in an emergency, and they
are Dot generally fired until too late to ue of any assistance to the nwn who are hstra;y. It is
('!;;timated that an ordi"lury horn can be heard iu calm weather from 1 mile to 19 miles; with an

ordinary breeze it can be beard to the windward perhaps not. 200 ;yards, to the leeward l)erhnps a
mile; but in mnch of the weather in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a born
cannot be heard to a greater distance than oue·qllarter the lenglli of one of their trawUines.

Au objectioll to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets 80 easily out of ft:'l'air that sometimes,
after being used for a fl'w hours, it is of no furtller service until it has been overhauled.

There are ,'Oety serious objeetions to the use of tile mouth horn. The labor of blowillg this

d(~volves upon the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to kC<'.p blowing from
rooming until lIigbt, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. 'Illis

continual blowing is very exhausting, so that tbe 8kiIJper~s powe1' to aid his mell is very much
diminished at tbtl clOl';e of tbe fla;r, wben the sound of bis horn is gt>lIerall.y most nCf'dcd. SOlDO

de,iee by which a succession of loud blasts, at frequent intervals, can be kept, up 011 board of the
ve8sels, especiall} some horn which can be worked without the aid of the human lungs, ,lila
powerful enough to he heard a long distance, would be of the greatest importance to our fisbenncu,
as well as to sea-faring men of all classes and nations.

Much of tlw danger incurred by the tIJieklH'BS of the fog 11f('Yelltillg the Dlell in the (lori(~s fWIll

sel'ing tbeir vessel may be averted hy the use of a compa:>s in each dory. Although this custom
bas been growing iII favor within the lai"t tell years, yet proba.bly not, more than one·half of the

dories belonging to Gloncester vessels an~ providrd with thi1i illstrnrnent, lllld the prO!lortion ill

H'ssels from other ports is vers much 11.'8$\. It'seems culpable llC'gligence on the part of the ownerI'
not to provide COm!laSSeS for their crews, sillec tbe cost of all instrument cmfEiciently accnrnte to
answer eyery purpose does not exc~ed $3. It is a fair qucf>tiotl whetber they should not be obliged
by law to furnish such additional safeguards to prevent suffering aud 10ES of life. It shoulU. be mell·

tioned in this connection that wbere compasses Ore used they are in ever.y instance furnished by
tbe erew!;;, and nut liS the oWliers of the vessels.· Fift~··two men were reported to ha,e gone
astray, froIn Gloucester vcsst'ls, in about two montlJS, in the f1l'ring and early slimmer of 18f:3.

])ANGEHS FRUM: C01.LISlOx.-Tbere is danger, ill foggy weather, of a dory being TIm dOWIl

by steamers or passing vessels, thougl1 disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or
anchor liue. Dories are sometimes capSized uy heavy seas when unloading their fish and ~ear

:Jlongside tlJe vessel. 'fhe manner of setting trawls under sail is described in the chapter on the
halibut fisber.y. This is the only method of setting trawls in the baudock winter fisbery. As tbe

vessel under sail a]Jprouehes tbe dories to pick them up, there is a danger of the lDan at the wbeel
miscalculatillg the exact distance, and, striking the dory, of upsetting her. Man;y instances of thi/<.
killd are recorded. Seine boats, with ten or twelve men OLl board, have been upset in this way:
though loss of life has Dot been frequent as a result of such accidents.

D..L~GER 01' THE UPSETTING OF SMALL BOATS WREN U:NDER SAIL.-This is a lIot uncommon
cause of loss of life, not so much in tbe case of the Bank fishermen in their dories as in the I>bore

fisberies, often carried on in sail boats by men who are reckless in their managemcnt.
_._- ..•-_._------ -------"-------

• LOST Jl> l."IIE FOG.-James13nrke and Henry Fitzgerald, of /lChooner E, n. Phnlip~, from I.e Have Bauk, 14t11.
len tbeir ,;e8s",] at 4 p. In. New Year's day. A thick fog setting in, they were not able'to regain her, and they Towell
nil night, and the De1t day, when, at {; o'clock, they ""ere fortnnoteenongh to get alonp;&ide 8Chooner TragalJigzoDda,
where lher got something to cat, ltnd, taking a freeh start after getting reated, reached their own ve_' at midnight,
after hayinK bffn ao.ent thirty-ab: honn.-Cape .4"" .4drertiur, J,utl,arr 21, 1876.
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DANG-ER P1WM VRIPTlNG ICE,-During the latterpart of winter and in early SPIillg tbe haliuut

catchers on the Grand BanI,- llnd Banquereau are in danger of drifting ice, whi~b may separate
the dlll'ics froUl t.he nSflels. In the spring of 1870 ,>('veral dories got astray in this way, tboug-ll
they weH~ afterw:mls pkl,ell IJp anu the IDen were returned to t.heir 'f's>;r]j.. or brought into port.

DANGERS OF DEING DLOWN OUT TO SEA.-The lia,bility of fishermen, who are enga,ged in the

shore fishe,ries in small boats or dories, to be blowu off to sea. by sudden and high wiuds is a. dan- '

gel' to which this claRs are especia.ll.r exposed. lnstauces of fatal results from tllis cause are Dot
uncommon in most of the fishing COlllmunities, and narrow escapes from perHom; lJOsitions hM'e
Geen frequently recorded. A mi-'lbap of this very kind fs vivfl.I1;r descrillcd in Oelia Thaxter's
~, Isles of Shoals":

"Oue of tbe mOBt lJideou13 experiences I eyer beard befell a young Norwrgian now lidng at the
Shoals. Hc and a young companion came out from Portsmouth to set their ~rawl, in tile winter fish­

ing, two years ago. Before they reaclwd the islaml, Cl\UH' a sudden squall of wind and snow, chillin~
and blinding. In a few nlOllwnts they laww not wherl:-, they were, und the willll COIlt ill1wd to sweep
t!wm nwtly. Preselltly tlwr fOllud jlleWRt'h"es IlUtkr tlw 1/'<:- of lrJ.Jite lsltwd Read i tU<T threw

out the road-Iiues of the-ir trawl, in deSpel"l.le ]llllle tllat tht'y lIlight hold the llOut till tlle squall
abated. The 'keepers at the light-house saw the pOor felbws, but werlO powerle~s to help them.
Alas! the road-lines soon brokf', a~d tho little boat was swept off again, theS knew not whither.
1oo~jgl.1t came down npon t.hem, tm,gea on tlJat terrible blncl-.: se.'t; Hu: ,mow ceageu, tlw douds flew

before the deadly cold northwest wintI; the tllennoID('tcr sank below zero. One of tllC men died
before morning, tlle other, alone witll the dead niall, was 8till dri,en on and on before the pitiless
gale. He bad no cap nor mittens; had lost l.wtb. ITe lxlilel1 the boat incessantly, for tbe sea brokl~

()ver him the livelong time, TIe told InC the story himself. lie looked down at the awful face of
his dead friend and thought •how soon he shonld be like him' j but still he never ceased bailing­
it was all lle could do. Befote uigllt he passed Oape Cod and knew it as he rushed by. Anothpl'
un8peakabJ~' awful uight, and the gale abated no whit. Next morning he was almost gone from
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His e;yes were $0 8woIIen he could hardly see, Lut afur off, shining

wLiter than sil\'er iu the sun, Ule ~ans of a large schooner uIJJwared at the edge of the fearful wil·
derness. He managed to hoist a bit of old canvas on an oar. He was tben not far from Holme~'

Holc, nearl;y two hundred miles from the Shoals! TIle ~chooner saw it and bore down for Mill, LUI
the sea was rUllning 80 high that he expected to be swamped ever~T instant, As she swept pa1!t,
they threw from the deck a rOlle with a loop at the CliO, tied with a bow-line knot that would not

aliI" It caugbt binI o,er the head, and, clutdling it at his throat with botb bands, in an instant lie
fouud himself in the sea among tbe ice-l,'uld, furious waves, llrawn towards tho vessel with all the
atl'{,ngth of her crew. Just before he emergcIl he hel\I'd tile captain shout, 'We've lost him!' AL,
the bitter moment! FDr a borrihle fcar struck 1J1I'ough him that they might lose tbeir hold .au

instant on the rope, and tll('n he knew it would he all over. But they saved him. The boat, with
tbe dead man in it all alone, weut tosRillg", lJean'u knows wheTl:~.'l

Au early acciih'nt Df tLiH kiml is rcconlcd bJ· a chrollicler of coltmjal history:
"In January, 1641, a shallop: with eigbt men, woulll go from Pi!'-cataqua (though advi&ed to

the contrary), on the Lord's da~', towards Pemaquid, but were b,Y the Ilorthwest wind driyen to sen
for fonrtoen da,~'sj at length they reached IIIonhegill, and four of them iu this time perished with

ihe cold."
DANGER PROM D1WW1\11NG.-In considering the various dangers to which too fishermen arc

exposell by the upsetting of boats and by being thrown overboard, it is well to remcmb~r that
the men ha,e little ohance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they may be.
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Overloaded, as ther are, with thiek clothing, rendered doulJly bea,'y by saturation, thc~' have

comparatiwTy Vf'rJ' Tittle use of their limhs; alllI; besides, the water is so cold that their muscles
would soon "Lecome paralyzed. The Jlwjoril,r of Kew England fishermen are completely ignoraut
of the art of swimming; in fact, tlw all'IJil)' to swim is not considered by them to be of an;)' speci<\l
illlllOrtancE', as it scarcclJ' increases their t'llillWC'8 for safety. In talkilJg with fishermen Dilon tIll'

:·mlJject thl'y will refer to illstUIH~Pi'i wIdeh h:IYC fallen Hnuer tbdr obserration of two men iu a

hoat, OIle of whom could f;wim awl tlJl' ollwr t~ouhl llOt. TlJe former, tnu,ting to bis skill when

tlle uoat was capsized, attemptet] to swim to a place of safcty and was drowned, wllilc the otber,
clinging to tbe bou t, was rh,<;ueu unLarmed.

PllECAUTIO:KS, M"TFAL OR pos-smLE, 1'"01: 'I'llE SAF]~T'l 01-' LH'E.-Strange to say, there are

mre\y l1lly proviBlmm {Ill ImI' fishing ft\.'{~t fGI' tl\~ sUJ:(,~Ol' of tl\08R who are overtut'noed into the wa~r.

If oshing ,cssels, like u]('l'dJant alld otlil'l' \"t'sseh~, coulll he compelled by law to carry lifc·buo:ys

or preserters, lll~ny Tiw...: migIlt .YI'ol'1~' ue sa"cd. Thi...: law nlight Ill' enforced much in the same
\\':IJ' ::is )Ias already b('(~n suggp'*'ll fOJ' 111(' provi;;iou of life-ropes and eatables upon tbe fishing
tlodes. .A small ontlay b.y tIl(' owner.-.; of the :fishiIlg yesilcls to .provide such simple safetr appa­
ratns as would be nCC'I]cd lly a ,('s",d nlHl its crew of tweh'e or fifteen men, would yield rCRults

of immense importaIlce in the wily of p1"l>Sl'nhlg valuable lh-es.

DA...'lGERS 01" SAL1W:"·FISIIl:'\G I;\" '].'HE Cor.UMTIIA RIVER.-At; the salmon hanl hecome less
abundant up tlll' l'in'r, the Illl'l1 gu farthl'l' down; amI now tlle best fishing is f(jUud ncar the bar
at tlw riYt:~r's mouth, wll(,n~ tlw bl'pak\'fs urI' "err dangerous, especially in the spring.

l\lall'y of tile .lll'hennl'1I are drun h or a"reel' ill the bottom of tbe boat when it nears the bar,

aUlI h£'lICO lose tbeir lives. Oftl'll, 1no, 8l)Uer llwl l'\killfnl men take dangero\lS risks for tbe sake

of a ~o()(l eatcb. SOIIll'times mio;cllIeullltiolls as to wind and tide result in the boats beiIlg driyen

intu the breakerI';, whcre the.r are swamppd at once.

In stormy weather, fm" variulls rt':lf;{)Jl&, SOllie men ure drowned almost every night. In 18i9

a"Lout.fort.r mcn were urowllcl1, antI mOl'e than that nnmber in April and Malof1880. Little Qutside

Ilotice is taken of tlwse lletlut'n( 1;. itlosf of tIte fishermen arc foreigners, without family Or friends,

lind, unless their bodies are taken in gill-nets, ",lIen dl'OWIlI'll tbl'X drift, ont to sea and tbe boat is
re.port~d a& mil>l>ltlg.

DANGl:llS '1'0 ·WIIAU~.ME::-' AKD ~EALlms.-'fllc wbalchoats sent ont fi:om the vessels to kill

and secure tbt; whalpg are oftr·1J l'truck by the whale's flukcs, and mallY wbalemen baWl lost their

Ii H'S at such ti meso Someti Illes the III ell lue C<'1ught by a foul line and being carried overboard

am drowned. Men f'ngaged jlJ Ow fur-o;l'al and sea-elephant fisheries have lost their Ii,es bS the
enpsizillg of tllC boats wIli\(' maliing a landing on the rocky shores of the seal islands. III the

description of tho whale fmd ~eal tlslleries, in another section of tbis report, numerous instances
of thl'se and otber dangers to whalemen and sealers are more fully discU88ed.

51. PROVISION FOR THE BERE:AVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMEN.

'l'hc nature awl extent of tIle disaRtcrs to which our fishermen are constantI.'? e~posed having
lWl'll considered, it is of int('rpst to know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their
families whell, as is ui'uall.v the {:;tse, thej' are left without adequate means of support.

Private lJemwolpllee anll the organized chl1ritr of the ditTerent religions tIenominations have

bCt:ll fouwl SUftleil'Ut for tLe lleeds iu this respect of many of the smaller fil>hing eommnnitics, Iu
tbe larger portB IJriYafe charity is vPrJ' extensively practiceQ, notwithstanding the existence of

yariouoB charitable orgullizaUou~.
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical and literarJ cntertainmCI:t;,; are

given, and benefit baUs are organized by the friends of impoverished families.·

On the occasion of extensive disasters, such as oeeurred in 18&2 and 18,9, large subscril'tiom;
ba,e Leen made both in Gloucester and in other cities. The contributions through various 80urccs
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to abol1t

$30,000.

Man~y fishermen belong to sueh orgUllization~us the Masonic fraternity, tLe Odd-Fcllowli, amI

tho Knights ofPJ'thias; and in some communities the systems of assnrancp. and mutual help thus
pro,ided arc called into much acth-ity. A large percentage of the natiYc-born fisbermen are
probabl~'Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, llJul in Pro'dncetO\\Ll) at

Bootbul1y, 1I1e" and at other ports on the (',oast of Maine this orgullizatiou is large aIHl influential

TIH're is no doubt tbat if tbe town records of the eurlS days were s('ureheu nHwy instances

might be found of especial provisions for imli\'idual l~ases like that ill the law ll('re quoted, which,
though not directly to the point, illustrates 1.11(' usage of the colollies ill the sevcnteenth cenlury:

"A tt the Generall COl1I't of his MatI. beld att Plymoutll, on tbe 4Jh of October, 1075.

HTbis court, being informed ()f the low cOlJdition of AptLya, tlle relict of John Knowles, of

Eastham, "hoe was lately sIayne in the coHonies sernice, towards the releiffe and support of the

said widdow and bel' childtt'n, haul' ordered to receiuc ten pounds (lut of the proffitts of the fishing
aU Cape Codd, wheTof fiue pounds to b(l pa~"ed to her this ~"eer) awl the ollle]' fine tlle rJl!xt ~'eer."t

One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen's famnit,s, of which record has been
fouud, was in 1771, when the provincial government of lIIassacImsetts placed in the hands of a

committee tbe sorn of £118 f()r distribution among the families It'ft destitute by the destruction of
twenty-nine nssels in a storm on tbe Grana Eanl;:.

Charitable societies hayc been organized at >ariolls times awl places. Such was the _MarinI:'

Society of Xewbllrrport, which had, in 18(1) funds to the amount of '26)000, mostl~· the contribu­
tions und legacies of sea cllptnins, Among Hs bfmeficiaries at tLat time were said to be some of

the most re!'1pectable people of Newburyport, superannuated seamen) widows) and children. The

fisbing interests of this town have of late tit-cUlled to snell an extt>ut that there is no need of such
It society exC<'pt to continue its past benefactions.

Wellfleet, in its da~rs of importanee us a fishiIJg port, sUllporletl a cllaritable organizatiolJ

called "Wellfl.cetMarine Benevolent Society." In 1861 tbis society bad a resen£, fuud of $3,OOO.t
At Portland) Me., there are DO organiza"tions to llrovide for the fishermen's willows and

orphans, 'out the masters of merclJ!:mt Ye~fw18 are caretl for b;r nlt~ Marine Charita.ble Society.
The comparatively rare cases of destilnt iou among fishermeD h(>N', as ill mans other fisbing ports,

are provided for by the town poor laws.
In some of the largest fishing ports, such as Glouce!'lter, where the frequent recurrence of dis­

asters is so extensive as to be practically besond the reach of individual or extemporaneous efforts

for relief, charitable societies hU;'ie be(',n organiz\'d, b1lt we cannot lea,rn that any ar-enow partiCUlarly

active outside of Gloucester.
-----------"----,.---~-----~----~---- --_._,

.. A lilERlTORJOua A-CT_-Cnpf.. Ezekiel Call, who WlI8lo8t in tlw 8ChoOller William Murr.:lY during the 8eTere gal"
of April 2, 1811, left Jl, widuw nnd five 8mall children. Soon II!ter hh' loss she WIlB pr~.sented with II honse-lot at Wn.r.
dale, and her rela,tives lind friends signiJi~d their intention of building 0. honse thereon and making her a pre8l'nt of
it. The mOIley for the Inmbcr WllB rallied by subscription, the cella.r dug and stoneil I>y willillg ]JaJlus; then foilowcd
the Mrpentry work, painting, &e., all done by \"olunteen. The 110U86 was :rea.dy fer occupancy in the 8pring of 187:1)
and tbo thanks of the widow llIId the fatherle8!l will df\IJCend BI! Il benediction upon the ht>arts ,f tho!le who aS8istc,] in
its erection mthor by money or labor.- Gape ..:fllft .Adrerfi.ur, 1873.

tPlymoutb Colony Recorda, VoL V, 1668-1678, p. 17'1'.
~ Provinootown Advocate) Ja.D. $, IB7l.-uA notice of the annual m6<'tmg in the Methodist church Jan, 17."
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The most important and most efficient of these is the Glou~ster Fishermen's and Seamen's
Widows and Orphans Aid Society. This was first organil:oo in )larch, 186~, as the Widows and

Orphans Fund Society, and since that dat.e the yearly collections have been as follows: lRG2,

$18,544; 1863, $15u; 1864, $7,500; 1865, $4.,601; 1866, '4,913;.- 1867, $3,546; 1868, $4,556; 1809,
$4,897; l8W, $4,420; 1871, $4,020j 1S'2, $4,220j 1873, $5,485; 1874, $5,1!J2; 1875, $5,120; 18W,

$4,605; 1877, $4,8;60; 1878, $3,2[)2; 1879, $18,559; 1880, $3,550; 1881, $3,900. Total receipts to
1881, $115,895. FUlld8 held by tIle socie-ty (invested) at clo:-c of season, 1881, $20,500. Total
expenditure in lJineteeu years, e05,395. •

In 18G2 the money was raised by public subscription. The terrible galea in January and
February of that Jear r('sulted in a loss to Gloucester of twenty ve:lsels and one hnndred and forty
men, leaving seventy-five willows and one bundred and sixty fatberless children needing aid. A
meeting of tbe citizens was heM ill the Town Hall and a committee appoin too to distribute circulars

stating the facts and eaIling' for Euuscriptiom!. In rcspont->e to tlJis call mOIley was received from
yarious parts of tlw ('Oll11tI'y, a generous citizeu of Salem eontrihutillg $500; in other cities and
tOWlIS npwarUf.! of $10,000 wag mii'\l:'d; and the ll('ollle of GloncestN contributed more than $5,000.
About $8,000 of the reeeipts of the society that year w('re tlisblltl',('tl for the immediate relief of
sufferers, and the lJalluJ{~c ]U'Ju Oi,1 a fund for future neeus.

The following yWll', lSG3, eflorts were malle to intluce fishcrDlcn to join the society, and cer­
tificates were issued ,1t $1 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying
for the certificate f;IIOUld be lost, Owing to the superstitiows of the fishermen this plan was not
ycry succ('sslul, oHI.y about olle hundred Ulltl fift~y of them being' hltlnced to buy the certificates.

In March, 1805, tlH" 80ciety was l't'organized under its present llame, and establisned on a perroa·
Jl('nt basis. All aU('lUpt was made at this time to induce the fil3befroeu to become life members by
the pa.Y!u('ut of $10 eadl, but tbis pluu met with no greater favor tllnD selling certHicates.

The most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in ftlrce, was first atteml)ted in

1864, By thi8 metbml an assessment of g of 1 per cellt. is lllade on the earnings of the fishermen.
This amount is det-Iueted frotn the fif;lwrm,l.ll'S share at the settling np of eacb trip, and the total

collections of the season are handed OYer to the society by tbe fishing firms at the end of each
yt'ar. AdditiOllUI amounts are receind from prinlto contributioD$. The large collections of 187f1

were ver;y largely from outSide sources, Senral other aid societies were organized in that year,
and tbeir total collections reached nearly $30,OOtl. From '5,000 to '6,000 are now annuall~" dis­
bU1'8~.d. by the Wido-.;\s and Orllhaos Aid SocietY.)°a widow with three or four children receiving

.50, and smaller families abont $30. Besitles allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the
amount of $7n to $125 per family are distributed. The number of families receiving aid in ]874.

Was 120; in 1875,135; in 1876,136; in 1877,157; in 1878, 134; i111879, 208; in 1880,193-
The financial report of this societ,y for 1879 shows contribntions from abroad amounting

to $14,353.83; by legacy, $437.25; from fishing firms and. other Oloucester subacribers for 1879,

$2,705,0.; from interest, back subscriptions, and other SOtu'MS, 82,397••8; total receipts, $19,893.93.
'1'he amount paid ou t in cash allowaue.es was $5,351.53 j for fuel, $1,082.35; for clothing and shocll,

$378.41; provisions, $664.79; aid to Rockport families, 8325; paid balance due treasurer, $965.80;

expenses, $310.77; iuwsted, $9,000 ;C3sh on hand, $1,815.28 j total, $19,893.98. The number of
families assisted was 208, of which nnmber 109 were added during the year. There wero 22 pack.
ages of elothing receivetl and 860 garments distributed during the year.'

The annnal report for 1880 shows receipta--from a friend, .500 j from fisbing :ftr1n8 for 1880;
$1,771.85; from back subscriptions, interest and othersources,$4,675.96; total reooipb\ including
l~:18b on hand (.1,815.28) at beginning of year, .8,763009. The dis'bursements were-ioaUowanees
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of ca!':h, $5,623.09; in fnel, 8n,165.24; proviflion~, $213.06; dotbing Rlld shOf'f': , '258.12; amount

loaned, $500; paid for book!;, printin g, &e., $17.42 j for treul".uleT an d NIlIector ~ $2i'i0; cash on hand,
$730.16. Tile llUmber of f:unilif'S rf'ceiving" assi",tance tIuring tbe yf'ur was I!I3, and t.he number
takell off the list during UIC year was :38.

Glot1('B!>tel' haR three other charitable societies, 0111'\ of wIJ jell, til c 'l'Pllemell t A f'l'ociation for

,Yidows aIllI Orphans, was organized in 1871. Its object is "to fl1rnil"h, at moderate rate, homes
for tlu~ widows of our lost tishermen,l' It l1a,1;; erected, at a cOJ:o\t of $i,5()O, a building eontainjng

teu tenements. This is a neat structure in the western llart of the eity, OIl "The MeadOWS." It
was, unfortnnately, not built, in a sufficiently central location and ha;; not fully Elerveil the purpose
for whieh it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their H\'ing and this tenf'llIcnt
is too remote from tbe bas.v plll·t of the town.

The Gloucester Female CharitablfJ Association was orga,nJzed in 1834, for the purpose of assist,·
iug the poor. Its funds are derived "from annual memberKuips and donations. In 1875 it aided
120 families, most of which were those of fishermen. Tlw fhmIlcial report of this society for the
yea.r 1879 shQ\1's l'eceipt~ from contribut.iolls, $4-,182.02; fmill IMse.<;smenhl, illtert\9t, &c., t254.TNJ;

ca!o\h on hand at beginning of year, $~6.2j; total, 14,472.79. The dishursements for the same year

were as follows: For grocerieF\~$tW1.05; for dry goods, $307.53; for ElhoCR, $54l.50; for fuel, stoves,

meat, milk, &c., $499.03; inV&'lted, $2,500; caRh on halHI. $~3.(j.s; total. $4,472.79. The number
of' garm(mts distrihuted for the year was 1,145.

The Gloucester Relitlf Associl1tion was organized in 1877 for the relief of the del'ening poor
of that cit.y. It hall no a.ccnmulated fund, but depended upon \'oluntary contributions of the

belH'lVolent to meet the pressing demands constantly made npoD its cbarity. It bas no 831ar:i€d

officers. After the disastrous gale of February 20,1879, the association made an appeal to its ear­
lier beneficiaries and to the charitable puhlic fur the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus
left dependent upon charity. The appeal was noblj" t'"f'.sponded t.o, the amount collected beiDA"
$6,846.04-. Of this amount $6,496.31 was I.listcribnted to tbe needy, 3JJd the baJanee jn th8 treas­

urer's hands in Maroh, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the contributions of money, the association

received large quantities of clothing aud provi8ionO!, which were given to the families of the fisher­

men. It is intended to make the association a permanent one, aa there is constant need of its

kindly B€"rvicea.

Apart from the organized charitable a!:lsociations, mnch good work if! dOlle at Gloucester

in a more private wltY. What ia known as the Cape Ann Advertiser Fund W88 contributed by

subscribers of that paper for the relief of fmfferers by the gales of February and March, 1879.
This fund amounted to $611.59 and was the Dl(llll1a of doing much good. At the same period the

, Boston Tbea.ter Company Sf'nt a generoUs donation of money to Gloucester, which wall: disbnrsed
by the mayor, assisOOd by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester ohurchelil from time

to time for the relief of suffering familiea of lost fishermen, and donations are frequently received

by Gloocester minjsters from benevolent persons in other placea.
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