





SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 89

bung up in some convenient place, If they were put away wei they would motd, and if dry they
might heat and ignite; above all, it is necegsary that they should be ready for use at o moment’s
notice. Each member of the crew has his own nails or hooks upon which Lis oil clothes are alwaya
hung. The act of donning the oil-skin sait is called “oiling up.” Every man cdrries from two
to five changes of clothes, which le stows away Iin a canvas bag cailed o« clothes-bag” Couve
nience, as well as the fisherman’s prejudice against valises, causes this custom to be almost univer-
sally observed. The bag is about 18 inches in diameter and {rom 3 to 4 feet long amd is stowed
in the back part of the bherth. Some men use it for » pillow.

BED-CLOTHING ~ARotlier part of the lisherman's outfit, which may properly he considered i
conueetion with bis wardrobe, is his bed-elothing., Thig includes a mattress, or, more generally, a
sack of a coarse hempen fabric stuffed with straw, called a bed-sack. In Gloucester these ure
kept in the outfitting stores and are fornished by the owners and churged to the men; when filled
angd ready for use they cost $1.25. The other bed-clothing, furnished by the men themselves,
consists of blankets or quilts, of which each man carries one, two, or wore. The pillows are
staffed with feathers or straw, and are provided by the men. When a man changes from one
vessel o another he earries with him his clothes-bag, his bed-sack, and his bed-clothing ; hence
the common cxpression which is used to deseribe the man who is leaving a vessel snd who is said
to *jerk hig straw.”

SOORE CLOTHES.—~The clothes which the fishermen wear on shore are in no way peculiar.
The better classes in Gloucester live at horoe- or in their boarding-beuses; and after retarning
from a trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well dressed and well behaved-

44. FOOD ON THE VESSELS.

Mr. Oshorne gives the following list of stores carried by & Grand Bank eod schooner with a
erew of twolve men setting out for a three months’ ¢ruise:

T P R barrels.. 5 Coffer. .o pounds.. 15
| ) SO UPUPRPROIPNY ; ( FRP | Condensed milk (eans) oo vooan e aan. dozen.. 4
Pige knmekles oovoe oo veacen creai s ce i aaaaas do.... 1 Onions... . .cocvneincoot vimramanan oo-aabushel . 1
Butter ...... e et e s pounde_. 200 ; TPotatoes ..o anaai e do.... 10
070 OO PR OMIIUY ; | SO 1| 2 T barrel_. )
B2 T IR 15 . 3. JOR. - Dried apples ... e e immeianan de.... 1
BiCO o i eremaean eabramees s hashel.. 1 DI POBSE «ovv o an e cvraan caema ees Waghel.. 1
(0785 1Y Py do.... ¢ Essenco of lemon (bottles) ... ..ooooel cavnn. dogen.. 2
Indinm MRl coveen v o ves naen sannoonn -+ pouds.. 20 Raising covycen crncvevivrmaceravneeeen-m-.hOXEE. . 4
Hard-tack cTackerf.cov., eee cerennan-----.. bazrel.: 4 POpIOT oo ninr aa cceier mme e it e pounds.. 2
Cornestareh.. . ... oo papers.. 12 T L ORI T ¥ -
Baleratng. .o .. vaaannaacins cnn e pounds.. D Mustard.. o ...l iiiienceecnversemo. pOUnds.. 2
Baking powder {packages) vemameieccnseewsadozen.. 4 L3315 do... 1
B2 )% N UIPI R, 1. | T: DU | (B 15175 R dp.... 2
BIown BUZAT «.e.ccvreeccaes cmes eane--oc pOURAS.. 350 | Cassia ..ol . do.... 1
MOLASHOE «ocve ivrme cein s emnas s barrel.. 1 T boxes.. 4
TO% ot eee it cai e nsaaneeannmscnes ---.POBDAR., 20 NGBS .« v e i iiia e e aian aees pound.. %

In connection with his discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborae speaks of the manner
.in which theae articles are prepared for the table. He writes: “From a glance at the list of provis-
ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there is no reason why the erew should not be
provided with excellent fare, The table on board the vessel was very good indeed; the lack of
fresh provisions wag felt, but the bread and the butter, and, in fact, the fare generally, was far
better-than that of the Provincislg in thoe ports where we landed, I was surprised to find the
fishermen living so well, and spoke of it, asking if it were generally so. In angwer to this T was
informed that on our vessel living was not better than the average, and that the crews of many
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vessels fared far hetier, since, fishing opon grounds closer e the shore, they had more freguont
chapees of gbtaining fresh provisions.® )

In former vears ishermen did net fare so well as ot present.  Uapl, Gideon Bowley, of Prov-
incatows, mado his fisst trip to the Grand Bank sbout the year 1828, in the schoouer Plant. He
gives the fallowing mecount of the provisions earried by the vessel, aud the roating of Life oo board
whils fishing on the Tank : «The schooner Plant was a topaai] schooner of 63 tous O, M., carrying
cight men and a bog-cook.  The provisions for three monibs congisted chiefly of the {llowing arti.
clex: 1 taryed of fowr, 1 barreet of beef, § bareel af pocl, 20 bushels of roeal, 16 buskels of potittoes;
beans, dried apples, 1 barvel of molasses, 1 Darrel of rons, 2 cords of wond fer nse in the firepluce,
awd 46 barrels of waler. Sometyoes {hey carvied no flour, and then the larder was aiways sopple-
mentad by two or thies barrels of raw. Fhe vessel had a large open fireplane in the foreeastle,
i which over » wood-fire the vooking was done.

# e dadly coutine of meals was av follows: Breakiust at 7.20 . m., cogsisting of brown bread,
fish chrowder, rad toa and enffee, awertoned with melasses,  Whean thero was 5o fish the chewder was
replaced by a dish ealled ‘smotherstion,” conposed 8t potatoss and galt heel. Dinnesat 12, Webad
samctimes sougs, either mude of salf beat with rice in it, pea soop ar been soup.  Nothing under
heaven but bolled beans. Brown bread, boiled potatoces, boiled beef twiee 2 weel, Wednesdays
and Susdays {when thers was beef enough).  Wheu there was no fish on the table there was sowe-
thing sise, sueh ag corned fsh sud yotatoes, or fried fish. Supper at 6: brown bread apd the fish
or whatevas else was left over from dinper” -

Capt. Chaster Mare gives the &tlowing descripiion of the thre on board the fisbing vessels of
Gloucester abont 1ha year 1830 $The Gloueester flest nombered ahout fifty boats, most of thew
*Chebacvce boats® or ‘dog-bodies’ and piukies. The maanver of living on board of the veasels
wag very simple; the food wak mostly fisk, no mest at alf, and vo 26ft bread ; no butber nor sugar,
noy knife or fork unfess we narried them vuresives. Eoch man had a pan and » mug. We had
Black fea boiled in ap irow kettle. We bad our food i one tin pan, and each man had 2 spoos
ang we'd all sit ‘rownd and cul cur vietuals ot of it, We nsed {0 make our own matehes ont of
pine wood and solphny, 1 shall never forget the first timea | went to the Bay of Baint Lawretes.
Ater 1 wend ois bosrd T asked the shipper bow Jong bo had taken stores fir; he answered, for
about four maothe. When | got 4 chanee 1 went down fute the kold to see what ha had, and this
was what I fonnd: 24 barrels of molassca, 14 barrels of hard hread, 3 hacrel of salt beed, § barrel
of pork; rice, potatues, bBeans, pepper, and chocolatn, |

» This was for four wosths, We ueed to boll our chocolate with rice, in o port of pudding. 1
us¥ar 53w 5 bit of sugar on vessels for years—-nothing bot molasses. The whole cutfit d4id not
cost $200. We lived jint so to bome as we did on board of the vessels, pretty much”

Tha fiskermon of former days employed, & cook, 8 boy &f from twelve to sixteen yearn, whase
pay waa almost pothing,  Obp Ewopean fishing vessely the practice of haviog a oy for vool is siill
aniversal, The cook of New Togland vossels af the present day, en the contrary, is ope of the
most important wen on boaed ; with the singlo exception of the captaisn, be is the best paid man on
the vessed, anid s often given a <lay ™ that makes his remuncration quite egnal to that of the gkip-
per.  Heis therefore expeeted to ba o skillinl ecok 20@ 4 generally eapdble and reliabls man, and
to hit is wsnally introsted the responsible duty of suming the guantity of the provisions which be
which ba seleats and tales au board for vay given eraise.

ARl the memwbers of a schooner’s vrow, from the captain to the amaliest boy {if any boys are
sarried], ast st the one table, sud fave precisely alike, The sook slpost always decides what he
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shall prepare for each mcal, and if he be well gnalified for his work the dishes are sufficiently
numercns and varied to suit any bnt the most fastidious appetito.

Balted or corned meats are vow always carried, though mosé vessels on leaving port take more
or less fresh meat, und some which are engaged in market fishing hiave more fresh meat thap any
other kind, Hard bread is rarely or mever used, except to make puddings. The “soft tack”
made o1 the fishing vessels eften eqnals in excellence the best bread that can be olstained on shore,
Caunned milk, eggs, frait, und other delicacies are often carried.

There ¢un be no guestion that fisliermen, ordinarily, are provided with muoch better foed than
the people of the same class engaged in shore parsuits, To the improvement in the food is per-
bups doe the greater longevity of the fshermen, and the long period during wlich they may be
actively engaged iu o sea-faring life.  The changes in the manner of fitding ous the fishing vessels
have been slow. 1t is said that the Marblehead and Beverly fisheren began the iunova
tions by carrying extra supplies of provisions, the property of individeal members of the erew.
Sometimes every man would have his own Dirtter tub and can of sugar on bourd,  Gloucester has
always taken the lead In improving the food of its fishermen, and, as early as 1870, vessels woere fitted
out frown that port in much the sume manner as at the present time,  The introduetion of canncd pro-
vigions las been of great importance to the fishermen, and, of course, there is dissatisfuetion at the
change ou the part of many of the older meu, who think that their suceessors areindulging in need-
less luxury, aud also on the part of some of the ficters npon whom falls a portion of the inercase in
the expense; such articles as milk and eggs are, however, paid for by the crew. There is, of
wourse, sonle fonndation for the feeling that the profits of the business are decreased by this wore
expensive style of living, but it is also trne that men of the better class would not be willing to
submit fo the privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors,

The shrewdest fishery capitalists have satisfied themselves by experiment ami observation
that it is to their interest to provide their vessels with good provisions and & geod cook, aud to
keep their vessels in the bLest of order generally, sinee by these means they secure good ren,
who are coufented to remain ip their service. Those firms in Gloucester which bave a reputation
for liberality have no difficalty in securing any men whom they may desire to have in their service.

One of the moat striking changes is that ardent spivits are no longer supplied as a part of ihe
outfit of the vessel, The history and significance of this change is discussed elsewhere,

On some of the smaller vessels of the New lingland eoast. sueh as those employed in the shore
tisheries of Maing, apd wany of the Boston market boats, the firc is probably little better than in
the olden times, Some of the vessels aro correspendingly antiquated in their rigging and outfit, and
the fisliermen retain many of the characteristies which have been referred to in eennection with the
offshore fishermen of olden days. The fishermen of France still live in the old way. Qur vessels
on the Grand Bank are sometimes boarded by the crews of the French bankers, who look upon
them much as the bungry sehool boy looks upon the baker’s shop.  They eagerly ask for soft bread,
which they consider o laxury.

The American fishermen undoubtedly fare better than any other elass of sea-faring men, except,
perhaps, the officers of merchant vessels.

) 45, DISEASES AND LONGEVITY.

DISEASES OF FISHERMEN,—The most common diseages among the fishermen of Gloucester are
consumption, rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspepsia; but the pure air which the men breathe
nnd their active lives save them from many of the ailments which are cominon upoun shore, As
might naturally be expeoted from the exposure to which they are subjected, cousurnption is the
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most prevalent disease, but since they are well fed this digease is mueb less common than would be
sopposed. Aun expericneed physician of Gloucester says that consumption is espeeially prevalent
among youny men under thirty-five years of age.

Colds are somewhat prevalent in severe weather, though many fishermen have the idea that

if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as soon as they get out of sight of land,
- The occurrence of dyspepsia is accounted for, by one who knows, in the following manner:
“Tishermen eat from three to five meals 2 day, and mug up between meals whengver they can get
a chance, and in rongh weather, when they are gettinug no exercise, they frequently eat a heaxty
meal and lie dowre immediately; this injndicious course results in many eases in chromie indi-
gestion.” ]

Rheumatism frequently results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who are engaged in
packing fish in ice arc especially liable to this complaint,

As is always the case on shipboard, there is much irregularity, and bowel complaints aro very
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon (bhe health of the men. The dissipation inte which
some of the crews plonge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their constitutions, and
breaks down many stroug men,

Cases of nervons exhanstion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers snd fisher-
men who are ambitious for promotion or to become wealthy. This is particalarly ocbservable in the
halibut fishery, in which the skipper, while making passages to and from the Gshing grounds, is
constantly watchful and wakeful for many days and nights, and sometimes does not remove his
clothing for many days. The immoderate use of tobaceo is believed, in some cases, to have aggra-
vated the effects of such over-exertion. Strong young men, in this way, break themselves down in
the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous
branches of the fisheries. The eustorn prevalent among cod fishermen on George’s of fishing night
and day in order to be “high line,” or first in success among their shipmates, is also wearing
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The
exhausting character of the halibut fisheries, indeed of the winter fisheries generally, may be
jndged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as
masters of vessels, young bleod apnd strong limbs being necessary; and those who have not sueceeded
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that sge, having become exhausted by the
arduous labors, seek either some other hrawch of the figheries in which there is less hardship, or
some employment on shore.

Mepromwes.-—Al the first-class Gloncester fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi-
cions use and proper coudition of these depend upon the skipper, who usually administers any
remedies which may be needed. These medicine chests are fitted up by reliable druggists in
Gloncester, especially for the needs of the fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instrre-
tions, by the aid of which any intelligent man can preseribe for the diseases to which fishermen
are liable. Aperients, cathartics, purgatives, salves, and liniments are the remedies most fre-
quently called for, Next to those come expectorants and other congh medicines, The only surgi-
cal instrument which accompanies the outfit is the lancet.*

“ A typical medicine-chest was exhibited in the American sections at the International Fishery Exhibitions of
Berlin and London. Xt is described in the catalogue aa follows:

FISHEEMAN'S MEDICINE-CHEST.—TLis chest is filied and ready for use, The contenta are: 1, sulphur; 2, ereamln
of tartar; 3, epenm salts; 4, arrow-root; 5, chamomile flower ; 6, flax-seed; 7, fax-seed meal; o, biearbonate of soda;
9, Turner's cerata; 10, wercurial ointmest; 11, basilicon ointment; 12, gimple vintment ; 13, glyeerine ointment; ]:49
extract of paregoric;. 15, extract of vitriol; 16, landanum; 17, Fryars bslsam; 18, essenco of peppermint; 19, spirite
of niter; 30, baleam copaiba; 21, sulphuric ether; 22, syrup of squills; 23, soap liniment ; 24, spirite of lavender; 5,
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MARINE HOSPITALS.—There Is no provision for the reception of invalided fishermen into
hospitals. Vessels sailing under a fishing license pay no hospital dues, and so far as we can learn
bave no hospital privileges. In early eclonial days New England fishing vessels were obliged to
econiributo to the gupport of the Greenwich Hospital in England, but this abuse was remedied in
1760 upon the representations of Mr, Tairfax, collector of Salem.*

The hoapital at Halifax, Nova Scotia, uffords a refuge to our fishermen such as they eannot
find in an¥ of enr own ports.

DISEASES OF WIIALEMEN AND BEALERS.—Seurvy appears to be the commonest disease among
the erews of whaling vessels. This is caused by au exeess of salt in their {ood, and rsually begins
to show itself about six or eight months after the vessel has left the home port. The principal
symnptoms of scurvy among the men belonging to the South Sen whaling vessels is in the swelling
vp and sofiening of the limbs of the suffercr. This disease affiects the crews of whalers in the
Arctie 8eas in a very different way, the limbs of the sufferers turning hlack and shriveling in size.
Seurvy often leaves sequelme which render the victims lame for life,

The venereal disease i oot unnsual ou whalers for a few months after a stay in port: This
ttisease 18 rarely met with among the crews of the fishing vessels.

Tho sealing erews from Stonington and New London engaged in the eapture of fur seals and
sea elephants in the Aptarctie, abourt Cape Horn, and in the Southern Indian Ocean, are suliject to
diseuse from exposare, and, worst of all, they are afflicted with scurvy, A veterao sealer tells us
thiat in all Lis exporience Lie never had his ecrew sufter from scarvy, because he required them to
subsist largely on geal meat, which he eonsiders a sure preventive of thuat disease,

In cases of sickness on board of whaling vesscls the captain sand mate have charge of the sick.
Medicine chests are earried, usually larger than thoze on the Gloucester fishing vessels, and the
patients are preseribed for by the aid of av accompanyivg book, which containg instractions
snffigiently explicit to enable any man of intelligence to treat such sicknesses as ordjnarily afiliet
men at sea.

LoneEVITY..—In former days, when the mackerel fishery was eacried on by hand lining, it
was not infrequent for boys to begin their fishing life at ten or twelve years of age, und two or
three such were usually found on every mackere] vessel; but at preseut boys are rarely shipped
until they have attained 1:} manly stature and the age of ffeen or sixteen. A smart young man
of American parentage is likely to have won his position as master hefore le is twenty-five years

spirits of eamphor; 26, apivits of hartshorn; 27, tinetnre of rhubatl ; 29, tinctura of hark ; 99, wine of antimony ; 30,
merenrisl selution ; 31, muriatic tinetore of iton ; 32, Beidlitz mixture ; 33, castor-oil ; 34, purging pil’s; 35, g arabic;
36, blue pills; 37, opivm pills; 32, fover powders; 39, calomel aud jalap ; 40, Dover's powders ; 41, quinine ; 42, ipscac;
43, calomel; 44, tincture of myrrh; 45, thubarh 46, maguesiag 47, Peruvian bavk; 47 fartar emetic; 44, powdered
eulwbs; 50, uitrate of potash; 51, sngar of lend ; 52, white vitriol; 53, blne vitriol; 64, tartarie asid; 55, red precipi-
tabe; 86, ahoe; 67, gom eawphor; 58, lodids of peiash; BY, lunar caustic; B2, laneet; (8, syringe; 64, the Mariner's
Medical Guide. (Honcester, dasg,, 1530, :

* November 7, 1723.—A letter from the Goneral Conrt to their agent, Francis Wilkcs, in London, contains this
paesage: * Ever since the Lax upon svamen celled the Rix-penny dnty for Greenwich Hospital has becn required hewe
there has beep some uneasiness, but of late it has ineressed very mueh npon the demanad of it from fishing vessels
that ge omt a fishing and many times return at night, and nover £o to any other port, but retorn into tho harbors of
Marhichead, Salem, Glonovste,” &o. Shortly Licfore this time, William Fairfax, collector of Balem, summoned some
of our fishermien for non-compliance with the ¢cunstom. Buits againet them were abated in our conrts. Mr. Fairfax
sent a representation of the matter to the British avthoritics. No” further demand of the Lind was wade for the
hospital money to 1760, sy a Beston Gazette of that yesr certifies. Fell’s Amials of Salem, vol. #, 2d ed., p. 217.

+ Mr. William Abbott, of Reckport, Mass., 44 years old, is very active and smart. He freguently goes ont in Lis
dory flabing, and into the woods nearly every day to bring ont hie burden of fire-wood.—Cape Ann Advertiser, Aptu

15, 188L
, Capt. John Paine EHavender, of Provincetown, has made fifty-eight voyages to the Grand Bank.—Gloucester

Telegraph, April 16, 1870,
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old, anl in seme instances by the time he ia eighteen years of age. A man who has not becomwe a
skipper by the time he is forty-five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and
seeks emaployment in thore requiring less exposore and fatigne.  Skippers, especially those engaged
in the mackerel and summer-market fisherios, often retain their positions uptil they have attained a
ripe old age: Capt, Chester Marr, for instance, over seventy ycars of age, and a great-grandfather,
is still actively engaged in the summer fisheries, and Capt. King Harding, of Bwampscott, who is
nne of the most successful masters in the well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holds his promi-
nent position. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages
in some more lucrative employinent on shore, If he has been snfficiently fortunate in his career
as a fisherman to have laid np the necessary amount of eapital he may become a vessel-fitter;
otherwise he is likely to take some responsible position on shore in connection with the curing or
packing of fish. It is estimated that not over 12 per cent. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet
are over fifiy years of age. This is rather an exeeptional ease, for the fisheries of Gloucester
are more arduous than those of other places. At Irovincetown and seme other ports there is
& much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and ameng the crews. In
talking with several elderly fishing captains of Provineetown we have gained the impression that
the career of activity and nsefulnhess is much lobger now among fishermen than it was at the
beginning of the present century. The Provineetown fisheries are not especially laberious or peril-
ous, yet we are told that fifty years ago a man forty-five years old was considered aged and only fit to
#it around ot shore and chop kindling wood and perform other homsehold tasks, while now a man
of forty-five is regarded as in his prime. This, of course, nay readily hé accounted for by the diffar-
ence in the character of the gecommodations on shipboard and the better quality of the food which
is now provided® As regards the actnal longevity of men who have cuggaged for the whole or part
of their lives in the fislierieg it is probably not less than that of men engaged in any other outdoor
pursuits. In Gloucester one mmay find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty years
at sea, and similar instances way be found among the whaling captaing of New Bedford and Prov-
incetown; aud espeeially is this true in the ease of the retired fishing eaptains of Maine, of whom it
is (I comnon saying among their associates that they never die until some one kills them.” Even
in Naotueket roay still be found many veterans of the whale fishery so many years ago discontinued.
Of course, in considering these facts, we must bear in mind that the gbneral average of longevity
hag much decreased in corsequence of so many flshermen having lost their lives by accident in the
period of their greatest vigor and Liealth.

468. THE FINANCIAT. PROFITS,

DIVISION OF PROFITS.—In another section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted
out is discnssed, and the business arrangement or “lay?” according to which the expenses of the
outfit ave divided and the proceeds of the years work distributed- Here it is only necessary to
speak of the manner in which the fishermen are affected by these varions business arrangements
and of their personal relations to the fishery capitalist,

The more extensive and more profitable the fishery, the more necessary and natural is the
divisiou of the persons engaged in carrying them on into two classes—the capitalists and the
fishermae, -

*1n {he opinion of Capt. Gideon Bowlay, of Provineetown, u his yonihk men got nnscrviesable for sea afver they
pot 1o forty-five years, and were thought old meu. A man after forty-five conld not get a berth on Renk vessels, Now
they go up to sixty. After forty-five he staid ai home, wade fish apd tended lobster pots. Capt, Bowley attributes
this partly to the use of lignor. He has been on the Grand Bank when the vesssl carried two barrels of Medford, wms
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Prior to 1840 almost all the fishing vessels of New England were owned in large part by the
firshermen themselves. In 1850, in the larger ports, iike Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown,
the control of the vessels passed to a great extent into the haunds of capitalists, or owners, as
they are called. In the smaller ports, including most of those on the coast of Maine and Connecti-
cut, the fishing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the fishermen themselves. In the whal-
ing fleet the change has not been so radieal. As might be supposed, this fishery has almoat
always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for boilding and provisioning vessels so
targe and so long absent from port is ordinarily beyond the means of men who are willing to undergo
the hardships of the fishery!

At present, the majority of the vessels engaged in the Grand Bank cod fishery, hailing from
Provincetown, Plymonth, Beverly, and the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces-
ter, are manned chiefly by fishermen who are hired by the trip or paid monthly wages. In all the
other fisheries the crew, as a rule, * go upou shares,” receiving at the end of the seasou (but in
(HNonrester, and occasionally in other poris, st the end of the irip) a specified propertion of the
proceeds {rom the sale of the vessel’s catch.

The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other
porés many of the most capable of their fishermen. These men prefer to realize at once the amount
which they have earned rather than to wait until the cnd of the season, becoming indebted to the
capitalists for the supplieg needed by themselves and families, thus placing themselves somewhat

" at the merey of these men if they choose to be exacting. Thia is espeeially the case with the
younger men, who want théir money as fast as they earn it.

FISHERMEN’S EARNINGS.—The statistics of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the
ayerage earnings of each fisherman amounted to #1753, This amonnt, however, is below the aver-
age annual earnings, and dees Dot give a fair idea of the amount that ean be earned by a man in
a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a suceessful fisherman.

In the “T'isherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found the record of a large namber
of “big trips” in the George’s mackerel and haddock fisheries. In many inetances the share of
each member of the erew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, in one
instance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew shared $286 each. In another, after
five months’ absence, £326; in another, after fourteen weeks, 8257 each.

Allusion is also made to “big trips” in the fresh-halibut fishery on the Banks, Inone instance
the “high line,” or most successful of the erew, realized $1,300 as bhis share of the year’s stock; in
another each of the crew shared $858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew shared $213 each, being
absent five weeks, and on another, oceupying nine weeks, $363. In another instance, on a trip of
thirty-four days, $236; iz another of twenty days, 8171; in another of fonr weeks, $161.

The largest amount made by one man on a George’s trip is recorded at $243. These trips
occapy from two to three weeks. Other instances are given where these trips yielded $125 to
$160. The largest season’s share mentioned was in 1865, when the ‘high line” made in the year
41,105, and the cook $1,402.

Mzch larger average shares have been made by successful mackerel men. Several instances
are mentioned in which the * high-liner’s” share ranged from $260 to &570 for a snmmer’s work.

In the haddock fishery, ocenpying four or five months of the winter season, instances are men-
tioned where the erew shared from $377 to $560 each.

Tt should be stated that in all of these instances the profits of the akipper of the vessel, includ-
ing captain’s eommission, are usually deable the share of any wmember of the crew.

It will be seen, also, that men engaging in sumwer ip the mackerel fishery, and in winter
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in the haddock fishery, have an opportunity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than
those mentioned,

The various cases just cited are, however, extraordinary ones, and the fishermen were re-
garded as unusually fortunate. A capable fisherman, with ordinary success, engaging in fishing
ut all seagons of the year, slionld make at least from ¥300 to $500. It is probable that the fisher-
men of those New ngland ports which do not engage in the winter fisheries do not, as a rule, make
more than half as muech.

The profits of the labors of the shore or boat fisherman are generally much less. In the
winter shore fisheries of Provincetown, in some seasons, the fishermen pay out more for bait than
tho fisk which they catel are worth, The price of clam bait at that port is 6 per barrel, aud,
sinee o barrel will last o dory only twoe days it is evident that their fishipg mnst be nniformly sue-
cessful to insure them the slightest profit.

UREDIT 8vsTEM.—In many fishing ports the ishermen Lecome largely in debt fo the men who
gupply them with boats, and provisions needed by their families wlile they are fishing, aad they
are often obliged to labor wnder considerable disadvantages, There is little evidence, however,
that the eapitilists are to blame for this, since they are gnite as dependent upon the vicissitrules of
the fisheries as the men to whom they supply the means of carryiug on the actnal work,

A ARBLEEFAD FISTTERMEN in 1834.—The financial condition of the fishermen of Marblebead
in 1834 was deseribed by a correspondent of the Marblehead Gazcette, as follows:

# 1 promised to lay before your readers the reasons why fishermen of this fown are unable to
giain more than a bare subsistenee by means of their laborious and dirogerous oceupation. Many
of the young fishermen are addicted to gambling and other bad habits which rednee their cirenm-
staneces. Not so with the older ones; they are an industrious and p ersevering class of men who
endeavor, by all the means in their power, to gain a livelihood and be independent. These men
have many obstacles to conteud agajnst Legides those common te us all; they bave to eontend
sgainst 1lwe speculators on fish; these men often get the fish for one-third part less than they are
wortiy, o aceonnt of their combining themselves aud frightening some one of the shoresmen with &
story respecttug the low price fish will shortly stand at; or perhaps the shoresman is interested, and
i make more money by selling part of the fish in his possession, thereby setting a stanpdard price
for others to sell af, und shortly after purchasing directly or indireetly the remainder and then
specutating upon it.  They also have to eontend against enormous prices levied upon stores and
provisions of all kinds for themselves while at seq, and their families at home. These, sir, are the
ciuses why the fishermen of Marblehead are always poor. Tt is easily seen that if the speculator
ix gnccessiul fu establishing his price that the tishermen will fare bat poorly, as the speculator will
not be conteuted with a small profit if he cau have o larger one. I therefore advise the fishermen
of this and all other towns to form societies for the purpose of protecting themselves, It is not
A hard matter for them to gain the ascendency, if they keep a bright eye to windward, and do not
trust A, B, and € with the management of their affairs.”





