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AVARICE OF CHINESE FlSHERMBC",-"'ith a view to illustrate the extreme llvarice of the
Ohinese tisbermen, flS shown by their exclusive U!HI of Vel)' fine-mc."hed llel'81 it rna,)' De stated here
tllat the Mexican Government has fonnd it; necessar.." to station a eomml at San Diego who is
iust-runted to charge every boat {Iomillg' ill search of abalones too per aunum, tbeir depredatiol1f; •
ill this fillhery IH1>ing bet:n so extellRiw~ as to almost exterminate the species.

SURP·FISHING.-Thc l)ceuliar method of Rurf-fishing a,t, Punta Alones l'tlld Pescadero in vogue

amongst the Chinamen is one eutirels unknown to American fishermen, ami is deseribed by Pro­
fessor Jordan, as follow.\;: HAt PUllta Aloncs and l'escadero the Chinese fish(,l11len carryon Ho

fisherj' for the capture of I'urf·fisb [Embiofoca la,leraU8, I)a1l1alichthys 'vacca, &c.]; BIllI their tn(ltllOds.,

being cbaracteri8ticall.r orienta,l, fire of mnch iutcrest to a stranger. Tho gill-nets are placed
among the kdp·coYercd roeks; Ilot far frolll p,llOre, and the boat, goos around among the nets to

frighten the fish infO them. The old IlJan plies the oat', sculling the boat. The young man stanus

in the. hOW, with a long Imlc1 whieh he throws into the water at such all angle that. it L'Ctn1'llS to
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat1 with the haby strapped on her back. She is
armed with two drum-stinks; with which sho keeps up an internal racket h.y lJammerillg Oil the

seat in front of bel'. This is supposed to fi.'igllttllI the fish so that they frallticall,}' ))lunge into the
n€ts. Occasiona.]l~· this is varied by the womau taking the oar and the old mlln the drum·l.,tieks."

SHRIMP AND ABALONE 1,'ISlIERIES,-Thn principlll fisbing hIduslries E'llgagl,d ill by the
Chinese are tho capture awl preparat,ion of Sll ['impt; and abalones. The greatet' part of thf\ shrimp
are dried, threshed, awl sent. to market. The hulls ;l,re shippe-d to Ohina and sold at $20 a ron for
manure. 'Ihey llr(1 considered Uj' the Chinese to he an excellent fertilizer.

A minor occupation of t.lIe Ohin~se is that of collecting seaweed.
A colon,,"' of Chinamell~ numbering perhavs twcllty,fivc fIlen, is Ioeated at San Pablo, llcar thl'

moutl) of the Sacramento Hiver, on the ba,j' southwest of San Pablo, Thb,}" are engaged in shrimp

fisbing, their methorlr; being the saille as thosc emplo,}'cd by the Chinamen about San Francisco.

FISHERMEN'S no-usEs.-Tlw houses of the Ohinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, nUluDeI'

about ten. They-are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, an dare 8urrounded by hen-coops,

whose occupants are fed, to a great extent, upon the small fish which the Chinese capture in their
fine'meshed 80ine8.

CHARACT};RISTlCS OF CALIFORNIAN CHlNESE.-lt is noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps
ill mistrust of their OWII race, never consign their flsh to Ohinese dealers in the cit-ies, preferring
to transact bm,iness with the Americans.

A writer in the Sail Francisco V"'eekl~- Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Ohinese fish·
ermeu of Oalifornia:

"Tbe'Ohinese fishennan in Ohina is very different from the Chinese fisherman of Oalifornia

a.nd far alJove him in equipments, habits, and scale of work. Oonfident of his seamanship and skill

lie dashes around in hill lateen-sailed juuk ill a :rookless manner, and in hours of NJcreation indulges

his fllndllesB for gambling, while the latter tugs )lainfullyat the oar and finds his brother fisher­
men too poor ro gamble with him. The Chinaman is a good sailor in his native craft, but in other

vessels, when difficult duiies are to bc performed, needs some one to direct him constantly.

"On the southern bank, at the entJ.'ance of tbe San Antonio Oreek, is a small Chinese settle­

ment, consisting of some dozen wooden honses, called Ohina Point. The sbores of the creek are
covered with smelt a.nd herring, dryIng in the sun preparatory to being compressed inro compact
oales to be sbipped away j the nets, pa.tched and old, are lying around everywhere drying in the
SlIll, and the whole is dirt)-', filthy, a.nd ill,smelling.

''-The fisherman's boQt is: a long, unWieldy, o)umBily-oonstrueted craft, with heavy, ill.sha.ped
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oars. They are. not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a 8ingle

pin which pasBes through the loom of the oar. 'With the' nets pil(\d up in tiJe stern, and th~ crew
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering·oar, guides the boat to tht~ long fiats of tbe
Oakland and Alameda shores, tht) principal fisbing grounds, where the shoall:' of smelt aml her­

rillg, which abounrl here at high water, are encircled by the nets. Stational',\' net-I:! and spine" are
also uBed-one to la;v all night, or for some hours, amI the other for immt'diatt< amI actin', work.
At, sunset, after drawing the neb;, tiles row hOllJe and spread the cllt(jh IHl the shore~ I'('ady for

the next da;r's drying. The jDnrJleJ home is accompanied b;y a song, if the catch has been It largt~

one, or only a grunt, if poor.
"The shorel:l of Isla,y Creek are the choice of t.he. Chinese fishermen who liw\ Oil the SaIl Fran·

cisco sidB of the bay. Chlmo;, 8I11Clt, and shrimp constitute their c<ltch at IIIW tide, :lJld tbeir man·
IH'I' of llrocuring the former iEl extremel,Y remarkable. Either a long plank or tell ;;,quare piece;; (If

wood are planed under the fel:'.t, :md using tlWlIl iu the same manuel' as SJllIw.!,dIOl'!i tIle fif\henn:ul

makes very fair time over tlIP mud. His basket, 01' light boat is pushed along to rceei VI' the slll'Jl­

fish as he pick8 them up, and ul\fore the tide baH quit falling his shrimll-net tIoes good service.

Their cabiuB border OIl the creek, ami have the "arne charaetcristicl:l, though perhaps OJ] a la:rgcr

8eale, as their fellows at the entrance to the San Antouio. But in addition to pI'('paring figh for

transportation to China, they supply, in a great measnrtl l the market ill tllC Chinese quarter, but
their fi8hing ground lIas not the 8awe 8ize or quality of smelt tIUlt arc foullt! over the fiat.s Oll tht\

other side." oil-

CHINESE IN WASIDNG'I'ON TERRI'l'ORy.-lll V\TalllJingWn Tl\rritory there are thirt;y·tbree

Ohiuameu engaged in fishiug. About Cape Flatt,ers and Quartermaf',h~r'ii Harbor them are
twelve; near Port Madi~oll there arc fifteen engaged ill dryiIl:;!' fish. They also buy from the
Indians. Especial .'aluc is set upon flounders,. but. salmon m'e held hy them jn SllllllJ cJ>teeill. At

Port Gamble and Ludlow there are six Chinameu who oecup.y t,lieir time in fishing from th('\

wharves. The;y catch a large quantity of do~flsh.
CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERI);;S OF OREc-ON.-On the Columbia River, 01'eg'on, aoS many

as three thousand Chinamen are cllgaged in the /lalmon canneries,
After the saJmon have been throwll iutu alJeap on the wharf; the Ohinamell (lut off the heads,

tails, and fln8, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamfm become so expert at tbi" branch of the
work that they ClUJ thus clean ],700 fish pel' day. After tllt~ fish have been wa!3hed and cut into

sections the;y are split into three pieces by the Chinamen, OIle piece being largf\ enough to fill a

can, the others smaller. These fra.gments are placed on tables, I't whieh the Ohinamen stand
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others soiller them, where thi8

operation is not done by machinery.
The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the sa,lmon canneriel'i. The supervisors, foremen,

and book.keepers are, however, white men. The fisiJ,cutters, if expert, receive from $40 t<l $45 per

month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, lea,ving
,--- --------~--,------------ -'.-.

• WORI!Il 'l'HAR SIl.t.-LWNs.-Ollr legislature has attempted to protect the tlll1mon in our rivel'll by repealiug the
Jaw protecting seale. It is lWIe"!'tOO. that the llflalB destroy the salmon which come down annuaJly from the upper riveTll
to salt water. This may be true, but opiDiona o.re con1licting. However that may be, there is an enemy to the Kalman
far more da.ngerous than the round..eyed 8eoJ aDd that is the bllay Chinaman. Only a few days SiUM ~'e watched
the modlUllperllftdi of eatching flah in our San Joaquin. Two Chinese junb, or sc.ho01leI'll, appeal'ed in the rivet, each
holding an end of a remarkably fine not. The OOhOOnOM theusepa.rate and ..weep the wawra witb tho net to tho shore.
Fi8h of nil aite8 are thUII caught, llnd none, not the 8malleBt ijalmon trout, are ever return6d to the wa.ter. ThO!le too
"mal] for ma.rket are thrown on the l'Ihore or fed to poultry. It is said by thoee familiar with the Chinaman'a mode of
bhiu/iC that thell6 fl.ne netll IllaTa no young aaJulon behind, and are far greater ene!lliC8 to their propagatiOl\ than
8Eoa.le.-[Autiooh Ledger, California, July 6, 1876. . ....,
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nud eorning at ally hour that lUay he set, time during which they are actually at work alone being
COllutrd. Xo oth~'r rllee of people could work at such rates and UpOl! such terms as these, and in
tbp present state oj' thillgs but for Chille8e labor tIlP canneries mU8t needs bc closed. They come

ill April amI h,llYl) ill Augu,;t, find ycry few return. They are -employed directly and without the

aid of any agent. The Cilinei'it', as a rule, work YeI''y faitlJfull~'. TheJ-' are never engaged in any
dnmk(·Jl riot, and their worl> is Ullifol'lll. OJI the other hand, they are not de'\'oted to their

emplayers. 1f dissati"fied, "they IIrc the hardest class in the world to lJl anage." :.rhe.y would

"use a l,niff' for two ccnts." If their pay should exceed a day's indehtednes~l they would _ery
proballly resort to timl, mean work. They are in,eteratt\ gamblers, and their wages l as earned,
go from one to aIwj]u:"r to pay t.rleir gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not fish in the Columbia, it
beillg HlJ lllldrrstood tllillg that lie wnuld die for hi" sIwrt,. Ther are onl~' tolerated becauf\e the.y

will work for t'llch low wage". I~ach cannery employs from one bundred to two hundred Chinamen.

27. MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE 1"ACIFIC COAST.

Th(\rc are fift)' Siavonians on the Pacifie coast of the United States, employed as fishermen.

The.}' all live in San Franci8co.
In Los AllgeJes County, California, there is one Chilian fisherman. In the same county one

Irishman il'i engaged in fishing.

In Santa CrttZ CouJtty~ at Soquel, there are fOUl' German fishermen.
At New Tacoma, "\Vashillf,rton Territory, there is one negro fisherman.

28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Professor Jorclau says, concerning t,lH'l men on tht' Arctic whaling f!e,ct, that the crews of aU

the Y{,!'os!;'ls, whether owned ]~ast. or on the Pa(\illc coast l arc lUade up in San Francisco. The offi·

cers are usually ..\.1rlerican, but there arc very few American foremast hands. When an American

ships hl!fore the mast, be seldom stay:,; there long; lie either g'ets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu­

gnese~ ScandinaYiall8, and Germans form the bulk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like

the hU8iness. Now and then an Irishman is ill\'eigled into the service by the boarding-hollse

keepers; but Irishmen are never at 110me OIl a whaler.

29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMlIIA RIVER.

There are upward!'o of 2,500 men engaged in salmon fishing OIl the Lower Columbia; about
ha,!f (If th('tr! i.u A~toria, the rest at the other cannery rowm,. A few of them, not one-tenth, live
permanently in the towns where employml; the rest eome from the interior, from San Francisco,

and from the crews of various vessels along the coast. The;\' come to the Columbia in April and

le~l\:~ in AllgU~tl periJa.p... )}O~ balf of them returning the' next :rear. Some of them, especia.]Jy

SNmdinavians, Qwn 8mall farm% in the interim lJf Ore,goo and Washington. Many ofthe Italians
allll u-reeks fish in San Franei"co Bay when not upou the Oolumbia.

As to nationalities, exact information is una.ttainable. Looking OYer various lists of nllmes and
making illquirit'j;\ indicate the preponderance of SCl1ndimwiaus and ltalialls, with Gr('eks, French,

:FinllS, Irish, lind a few Americans. No Chinamen are emplo,yed in thii'J fishery, though they work

in the canneries. 'fhere are very few Indian fishermen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of

pure blood.
Abont. one-third of the mel) are murried, and two·thirds of these, chiefly Scandinaviang anti
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FillllS, lead sober, industrious lives; the rest are, as it whole, a. reekles" awl impl'o,"ideut. set of

men, spending their money as fast as earlH"d upon drink amI prostitutclI. Tbe proprit'lor of a "divc"

in Astoria is !laid to have begulL Il short time ",illce wit.h lJotbillg', am] to be IW\, worth $:m,oo(J, his

cstabli;;ilment boing elJiefly fn'(IlU'nted hy fishenucH. Many have !JOt. elJough Idt ;It the end of tile

~ea8on to pay tueir debts and to gd away. .Mall} of them, thl:'rt'fol'f.', lean' tli")r dt'lJts ull})a](l.

Most of the mcn board ill various establislllllCllt" fit tell up lI" fi"benUCll'f\ boanHllg·houF,cs,

'rhese are of many grades, tlle usualI'ati~ being $5 per '...·eek.

The few fishermen who can read perusc eLiefly tile Police Gazettl' alJ(I similar pubJicat,iollk,

the sale of which on the Pacific eoaflt is far grl~ater in proportion than Oil tlw Atlantic.

30. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are at present no IndiaTJ fi!>hermen employed on t.he coa!it of California, 111t1IOUgh eert.ailJ

hibes living inland, for im;tancc the McClond Indiall!,;, depcllCllargf'ly UpOlI tlle fi;;h,>ries for .'Suppmt,
Jordan has observed that 111 l:'arlieT times, befnI'e the l;eUleuH'llt of Cali1'nrnia by while men,

Ule Indians of tlle <loa.st mu!>t Lan' suhsisted I'll til>h to a vel'," large extent. SpilJn: of "I(rtrk:s fUlll

I'll,yS ll,re found among the Indian remai u.s on the Santa Barbara I8Ia]Jds~ and somt' aI'(' UJOught to

lm....e been used for fish-books. Fish·bon\\s are fouIHI ill the refuse lleaps of kitdH'lJ ]('H'vings on

Santa Cruz I"Iands, where t.he illbalJit311ts must lHW(' livpu ebiefly 1m jh;lles al1l1 lIlollu."k~. The

Santa Barbara. Islands give evidence of ha·...-ing been OIlCl', dcn:sely populated. Scarcely lllJ,Ything

eatable now grows a·Love tide marks.

At the present, time the Indian fishermen on the Pudtie com,t are an seated ill '\Vashington

'Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered ill groUJlfl throughOllt thm:e reg-ions.

Two hundred Indians a·1'1' employed in the Oregon salmon fishery.
At New Tacoma" 'Va8h., are twenty llidiallii t>ngaged in fi ..hing tor dog-·fish, the oil of WIlicll

is relldered chiefly ill keWes.
At Steilacoom are about twenty IndiallS (SiwlJf;bes). They do not, to aJJJ· extellt, sell tlJeir fi8ll,

hut reserve them for their own consumption.
Near Seattle are thirt;v IIJdians who fish elJie:fiy for f;a,lmon-trout (Sah'dinuR), of wIlicl1 ihf''y

bring boat·loads almost dail~' int.o the town.
Twenty Indian :fishermen Imve been reeorded from Port Madison.

In the northeast part of tbe sound, at- Utsaladd'y, are twent;y Indians ellgaged itl salmon and

dog-fish :flailing.
Ten Indian ftabermen iiVI:' at Muekilteo.
At Port Gamble 8,rn twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing f{lr d(J~tiIJl, and othel'Rlll~n

shaJ'ks. The oil is rendered bJ' putting the liYers into wooden troughs, llno which hot stones lire

thrown; finally the oil is drained off.
Near New Dungeness, on the way toward Cape Flattery, Ilre some ten Indians enga.ged in

fll:ihing for dog·fish.
At Neah Bay there is a ooDsiderabll! reElervation of about twent;y Indians, wlJo are exr.1nsiwly

engaged in fishing and sealing,

31. THE ll'CLOUD RIVER nrnIAXS OF CALIFORliIA,

(JonceIning the McCloud River Tmiiaus, who Are emphatically a race of fillhcl'men, Mr. IJiv­

ingswn Stone, of the UnitoP-d States Fish Commission, writes as follows:
" The Indians themselves are a good-featured, hardJ', but indolent race. I lonnd them always
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plea;;aut, gocnial, am] ;;ooiahle, though, like onler Imlians, very "NISi tive whtn their pride was

wounded, 'I'lll:'y at fint adoptl'd Ole pIau of onleri ll;! aU white mell out of their country, and wm'('

the 1:1;.:t of tIle t.:a,lifOI'llia Iudiall~ to ~'ip1l1 t(l the eueroadllllents of ei,·ilizatioll. Even now they

arc Ilot .'ilow to say to the whitt' straJlg-er, 'These anI Illy lalJ(l~/ and 'These are llly salmon'; hut

till' :,;tt'I'U eonseQl1t'llt~l'f\ of cOlltlier with tlJl' wldtes ha\'(, taugllt them to ab.!ltain from any violent

illdit:atioll of their rights, 'rhe,\' still always reVl~Jlgl~ :~ wrong iuflicted OIl tllem by tlJeir own

people, amI th~,t'm it a tlut,'- to a,VCIlgC the murder (If one of their kindred, hut I think the} am a well­

diliJwsed race IlY t1it1ure, alltl have lJO mali('" naturally in th(:,ir heartf\ towartl any OIle, and will

not, illjure anyone who (loes not fiI'"t illjllJ'P them, EverJ tine told me, bet'on~ my ulTi,-al and

dnring m~· lib) on HII' ,!\'ld']lIIHl, that tlle 1JJdiullB woul([ "teal every'thing that they could lay tbeir

haJuh; 011. J am glad llIal tlltli opportullity iii Hl't"orded me of 1wurillg tPf\timollY to tht', contrary,

Wllidl ] "'h,;b to do wry emphll tieally, ] wonlel trust .tlle l\1({iloud Illdian" with all,i-,tlliug', We

Il"c~ll to Ipa n' our t.hlllg'" ('VNy day around the hOUIWI lwd pv('u down Oll tilt' riVf'T-hank, 1'01' wl,do;

togetlH'T, wlwrt· tile IlHlialls (~onld ha\'f~ stolen them with J1el'ft~et safety, anl! w]len' !lwy would not

It" "(' remaillC.tltl.lllJlilllltefiinlIwhite1tian•.~Jiettlfwwnt.am] yet I do not kilO\\" of a single iIJ:,;taIl(~('

of' thdl of thl~ I'llJalle"t thiJlg' 011 tlleil part, during all our stay 01' two months among them. 011

1,11(' cOJlt,rary, ill one illlitaJlee, <Ill Illtlian travelel1 "ix miles OHe hoi dil,:; 10 n,tUl'll IlJt~ a W,ttcll.gllard,

wllieh Ill' fOUllt] in tilt' poeket of lJ gllrmcnt whieh I /lola him, aml whkll Ill' mig-hI, !Jan; kt'pt witL

Jlerj(~t;1 inJIHllIiiy. Ami OIl auotL{~r oeel!"ioll, 011 the arrival of' "om.. p;oJ<! eoiJl, wllen I hail reascm

to I'xl,ed an attrwk from 11'hik men, 1 ga'·e the gold to one of my IlJ(liall~, ami lolll IJinl t1mt, 1

d('pellllt:'tl Oil hilll to pWTl'et that aud me till morning. I ~lept !iClU!H1!y, alltl the next. TIlOl'Uillg' tIl('
tjlitllful Indian handl'tl Jllt~ lhe gold just Uti 1 gave it to Lim. 1 wish on t,he:;;e aeeollIltf\ In bl' V(,r.v

l~mJl"ajje ill silyillg thaI tIlP eIHI,rl,!'l:'N ag,tius!, tht:'SB IudiallN of 1J(~ing a race of 1.lJil',Vt'l'l1 an~ 1Illtrne

amI lHljuM.

,. '\Vith all rlH'ir g'oml tmit.~, however, IJIllnlel' (lid IlOt ~l;leJll to ha,ve the obnoxiol1N eLaracter

tllat it ha.'; <HIlOllg IlIore eulig-llWIH'd people. Almost evers )1cOloul1 IudiaJl Wt' III('.!; Lat.l killed OIW

01' ltIon' m!']), wIlitl' or H'd, ill tIre eOllrfie of hi:; life. hut it was mmally becauow they were goadpd

to it b.\- ll11gonomahle .kalousy or revellgl.'. It was not from motiyes of gain or e,lll."leless maliee.
•• TI!" l\!(·('.II'IH] Tlltlian;.; lin\ amI ;;Ieop ill the oven air in the Sllmmf'r. In rhe. rainy Sea."lOn

tltt')' huiltl wigwam~ or hut"! of driftwood aUI} dr~· hl~N, which they inhabit pret.t.r comfl'rtably

thl'OIl~11 tIlt' winkr. III the summer and fall Ow,\' [iv.~ mainly Oll tlH~ ."lal mOIl and trout which tlH'Y

!ipear. In tiw wint(~l" they Ji,c Oll tilt' salmon which tlH'Y catelJ and dry' in the fall j am1 011 aeOl'1Jli,

whielJ l!wy gatl1er in great quantities in till:' wood,,;. 'l'Ill'Y hUllt witll ho\\'>\ and arrow", with which

t.ht')" ol'ca!'lionally kill a hear, thoug-L a few of tlJe more enterprisiug' bave I'itleil. The,i-' trap a very

little, but. the ..aImon of the riH:'r an1 so ahunduut tlmt they arc lIot obliged to resort to lWTJting"

and trapping' at all, alld do not dn much of l"itller,

" I han~ writ.t-t'll thil" long aCCtmllt, of t.he )1 cOlolll1 R.iver Indians partly beea,lIse their presence

hen, if; :-;0 singularly eomlected with Uw ahtlll\lance of the salmon iu the S<wramento l{in~l', Had

whitt: men eOllle llere, and req uirt:d the salmon for food, this main artery of the supply s,vstem of

He riycl' would have heen stopped; or had wbite 1l1(\1l come and engaged in mill ing, as they Imve

done on tIJ(· Yulm aud Oil the Feather and American llivers, the spawning'b(~d8would have b('eIl

CO\·f'TI~(i with mud and ruined, a" iu those r]\'IO>rl\, and ill les!'; than three rear" the !'lulmolJ supply

of t,\Je Sat~ramt'ntowould ha:n; !!hown a vast th'emuRe. rrIle pr~sellce of the Indians, therefore. in ,,0

nlr a" it irnJlliel> the absence of the wbite8, it! the great protection of the supply of th('. Sacrament.O

salmon."
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32. THE FISHERMEN OF THE GREAT LAKES.

45

FROM NOTES BY LUnWIG KUMLIEJ>.

NATlONALITIES.-Vcry llla~IY natiollaIi ties arc represented aillong t.he fishermen of t.lJe Great
Lakes, nor is the diYerllity of origin confined to the tisherJlH'Il alone, for Jllan~· of He owners and

managers of the fisheries are (>f foreign hirth. Next to tlll' IHttin' Amcl'ieans, Geflnam~ and Cana­

aian·French pn·dollliuutt>. The SeandillllYiaJI Ilatiol!$ are also well represellted. III S(lIllC loealitips1

particularly at the west ellll of Luke Superior amI ill the vicinity of Sault de Ste. Marie, the Straits
of Mackinac, ami Sa,ginaw Ilfl,~·, Ulauy l~un', aIHI half-breed IJl(lians anl ')lllJlloYl~d. At Sault .1(\

Ste. Marie, Imlialls arc the }lrillcillul th;lIeruwll. III the majority of tlll' tOWllS the uatioualities are

vcr:,:' much mixed. A eatalog1H~ would indude Americans, Bnglish, Fnmell, G-t'fmallO<, NorwegialJs,

Swerl"s, Russialls, Pole~, Be1l!imlS, Swiss, Dnteh, Irish, and IndlHlls. At tlll' ea:st end of Lake

Ontario, Lowen,j', all are eitlJ(~r AmerieHnf', or Ualladiall·Ji'rcneh. In Green 13a;y the 8wedec; all;]

N orwegia us arfl Miid to bt; the Jll ost sueeessful ll;;;l!errllcll. ·W ith the Iu dhtnfl, fislJ i IIg i8, of {,(lUJ'f'l',

all hcreditar.y l'l'()fpsf>ioll, IHwded (10Wll from father 10 0:011. 'fhe WCHt€l'll portion of tIw lake

region hail beeu so recentl.v settled, and by /,\0 mall .... II ifferellt dasses lind natioualities, that ii, io.;

llighly probable that the father" awl graudfat.her<l of the llJajorlt;\' of the prescnt fisherme!l wm't'
I',ugaged in other occupatious. On the 1\'(\",t ghore of Lake :MichigHll, howeYcr, especially hpf,w('('!l

Porte am; :Mortes and 1\!anito'l'{oc, among the Frcnch-Canadiall<t fishiug: is hcrpdihH·Y. 'file hoys
begin to assist while yet llIert' d.lildren, and naturally beeome expert l>na.1l1J(-H and skillful

fi.."bermen. The fishermen at tlw cast enu of Lfl,ke Ontario/ about, Chaulllont, Saehett'i'; Harlwr,

and Heud.lfson !la.y, are said to lHI:n\ eorne ol'igillalI~' frOD! UOllllecticnt., where they had bel'll !ish·

ermell, anu were the fir8t to illtrodllCe IJ(Jllud awl traIl Hels.
IlEAL'.'H.-As a class the fh;berlllen are fltrong aud I'ohust, and well 8uill',d for their occupation.

Fi:-;hillg is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from t,lu' disaI>terll caused by

"Ionus, cOlldllcive to Ion g('.vit';j". Yery many of tIw better class of fisherm en are married, an d in

IlnlIll~rom. instanee:-; favored with remarkably large families.
DJSAf'l'l'lmf3.-'l'h('. sUlldell and violent storms whieh visit the lakes, particularJ.y ill fall, vause

many l:1(\r1ou8 disastflrH, resulting frequclltly ill los8 of life. The Illlll!l>er of 10SSI';;, ltowevf'I', i,o.;

!iInaller than oue would suppose at first thought" for it, must. lib takl'll into ('..oJl"id~I'a.tion that the

fishermen are expert seamen, amI calltit'u" withal, and tlmt as a rule their huat" are staueh and
seaworthy. During the last decade onI:,:' abont p.event;j··flve from all the lake to'wIlf~ have been

drowned. The ueayiest. los!:'es have occurred at Saint Jmmpll., near tbt\ head of Lake lIlichigan.

On t.he 29th of April, lS1.''i, eleVf'1l boah. were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from

the Dortheast. Suddenly it yoorod to the northwest, and a violent squall struck HIe flel1t. Some of

the boats were returning homeward with all canvas up, and were unable to drop thl'ir Rails hefore

the storm struck them. Four w~nt down, carrying with tlwm eleyen fishermen. Few of tile fleet

real\hed shore in safety; Aome were driven upon the beach, many miles from t.heir harhor, ami
nearly aU sustainell some illjuIJ', besides the loss of nets, and !m.ils and other parts of apparatus
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twent.r·one liyea were lost in all. Thest\ disaster!>, togethel: with

the scarcity of fish and low priccl:!, have discouraged many fishermen ill tbis loeality, and they !.lave

left fishing to follow other occupations.
At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perislJed within If; yean;. They \'V,'re

accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, ill boats, fre­
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, especially
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wlu~rl cwen rrillg' ill the (larkueols of Hight" and their boatl::! were driven far out into the lake where

tlwy could not lin', or were cast lIpon a dangerous shore,
Fi,dllTIIlCJI an' sOllll'times dnlwllPd in "iuter while tisL iug ou tlw iee, eillwr tI.JI'OUgl.l careless­

lie"" ill apl'i'o:whijlJ; tll!' hole:;; wllich nrr llIade wlH'H t"ettiIJg' Hln]' hauliug lids, or in venturesome
t~Xlwditiollt'i on~r icc too thill to lleur Hwir weight, Olle mUll perililJel11l1U8 Ileal' B'l)'field, Lake
SUjlerior, ill 18,8, alill another ill ];-;,11 at tile GllllIslaml:;;, at the t'ntr;lIW(1 or Orrell Buy,

FnSHI"u "II.LAG,,:<;,-A i; a latge pl'OportiOli of th!:> fi~LerlllelJ live ill villagef; and cities whose

interest ill the ti"lwrk:;; is of minor importam:e, the~y dwell in houses in nowise ditren'llt from those
of the S:lIllf~ class of mell engaged in ot.h(T p\lrsuits, partake of the same food and comport them­

"el"eo: in ",<f;clltinlly Ow i'nml' maUller. In f;ome localiti~,s, however, titlhing is the only importalJl:
itldns(I',\-, alld ill tiles.' plncel:\ it ifl possible to trace some pecllliaritics in the character <llld slIr­

l'Olllldil!~s of the fisl.tel'men, Some such villages exis!; in Greim Bay, llartlfmlarly 011 the west
shore, north of Cedar ]{.iH'I', 'I'lli.' fishNfilCIl (IWf'lling hNe, as fl. I'ule, are well fitted for their oecll­

1,al ion, tf)mpl~rate and intllll;triolls. 'l'he gailJB of many, however, fot' tIle past fi Ye "'ear,,,, have been
Iiardly i;ulli';ient to support them, .llsli lmvlIJg beell scarC'j and prices low. Thl'lr houses, wbieh are
hard,\' (~omfortahle, aTe alwa:\'s huilt ne:tr the fislJery, dose to tbe beach. A fllW lJa·ve cleared
tiehls llf considerable extent arOU[H} their dwellings, lint t.he mujorH y have tilled onl.r ISl1ffieient

htlHI on whidJ to raise pot.atoes and some ot.ber Yegt\tahles. A few milt'S north of l\Ienominee tlw

mnlI lermi nutl's north ward, amI the only eommulliearion hy liJnll hetween t.he villages tIS hy an
impelfeetly IJlarke(j trail leading through all almost imp(metraule pine forelSt, COillmunication

\dth the Hnt-sid!' world ii< earried 011 eutjrel~- hJ' water. Tlie Menominee dealer!' send boats along

the shon' ('-\,pry day during tll(' ht'igbt of tllP l'eUSOIJ ;Llld goa tlwr U}I SHell fresh filSh alS the fisher­
luen Ina)' lnt\'(, ill}' !'iale. 'I'Ill',\' !Stop at eycr;y fh;ller,v and the lh;hernwll In'iug out, tlJeir fish in the

pomul boati', Tlw u:-:lt are weiglled and the dealer" give receillts ..tating the lllllllher of pounds,
tlie kiwl, alltl price, and at th(', llext trip bring lUll requi8ite amount of money. At tbese times the

:tisherillell "end to town for wuateyer supplies the~' need, receiving them Itt, t.Le Ilext visit of tbe
dea.lcrs' boati'.

At Ureen Bay City and the 81mthcrn end of Grecn Bay generally, many fishermen UJ'C well-to­
flo amI Heveral in very good circumstanceH. SOllie others, us one Illigbt (>,Xpl'ct, all UCOOUllt of tbe
variet.,\' of nationalitieH, are shiftless, alld seem to uave little tact, ill providing for their families.

LI mauy ca"es their gainH arc sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg·
went in eXllentlillg them. Nearl,}' all tbe fishermen are land-owners io som(l extent, Heveral pos­
liIel;siug valuable farms in addit.ivn to their fisheries.

At. Two RivCI'$, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, 011 the Green BllY peninsula, the
ti.o;hing poPUllttillll-nearl,,· all Frcnch·Uunadiuns-live in one locality at the mouth of the two

riverf;, fOl'IlIin/,r quite a eolon)', known ill tbe vicinity as "Canada." The men are apt to he

extru\'ag'allt during profitable s('asons, taking little thought for the future. It has heen stated

that, (I'; a t:hlf;~, the fishermen of this localit..y were formed:,' quite intem!lerate, but reoontlya
deci(led improvement has tulwn place ill this resIlect.

In t.h(\ Yicinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen a,ro of all grade&, nationalities, and

conditions. 'rh(~ leu!lt induRtrious, perhaps, are the French gill-netterB. About two-thirds of them

har(~ly ~ucceed in gaining a Iiv'elibood. They sometimes allow their nets to remain in the wat.er

for seveml weeks untolwhed, Ih" fi$1l mmght in them becoming putrid. During seasons of plenty
t.llesl:', a-t> wdl as some ill other localities, are apt to indulge in extxavagl1nt hYing and comparative

idh'ueHs, retnrning wh(',n their means are expended, to activity and bumble living.

The fishermen of Huron arc generally considered a better elMS of men than the Lake Erie
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li;;hl'l'l\)t~ll, Tlw majOl'lt:f hllst' enteretl tb:~" 1ls11i.ng bl1sine-S1l at a matnre ~ge ami ,II'\:' lei;,; 1'd.~I;.\~lM

a1l(1 imjJrovicll'llt and mon, energetic and hardworkin;!. than in sonw ot,her 10ca.Iitil:'l>. Fishing- is

not uow 1JI'oSI'tlth',i on 8nnda;r ;IS it f(.rlllel'l~' was ill this vicinity.

CREDIT SYS'J.'EJl.-Tlw "yst'~1ll of credit, ulltil n'ti'lltly ill operal iou in llHllI,Y of till' ti"lling

10\\'11>;, llad a demoralizillg dleet arnOllg tIle fi"h"I'llll'll ami Inl to I-:tmeraJ fillalleial di"a"t"r IHllOlIg"

tLe out· fitters. It was eu"toUlaI'y for Ih(, e1lpitali"tJ,; to fUJ'Ilii;h the fisherlllt'JI wilh outfits a1l(1

lll'OYisioJH> on credit am] til ke pay ill tile /ish eaught. This "p;tem elJ(~OIll';I!-':,'(~il tlle tishermen

to t,llltraet large debt..., aud to live cxtranlg:mtl,\\ "lli1;' they eOlltinually 100ket1 fm'wanl to t,LI~

ti IlU' whell the eaptuI'l.l of fahlllou~ qUaIltiti(·s of lbh sLl.Ould relit',,!, t ilPlll of tht'ir irlllebteullPsi;.

'i'lw ollt·fittenl, Oil t.lw otLer haml, disenveretl iu tim (JOIIrSI' nf ti me thaI tlw ntillt' (If t hI' fi,.;h "ang'ht,

WilH frequently k~s th;J.n that. of trw Olilfits tll('~' fllrlli,.;lled, and w/;i11', ont or charity jin' t1w. fj"l!er.

men, who Wt'Te tlejJuntlcut npoll tl10m, or fhr laek of the knowleu;:::p Ill'e" ...sal'y to (,iilahlislJ a, hetter

,.;ystem, thp~' eontinul'd t,(] gi \'I' lI11liJuited cl't'diL, Ill:l,ny hl'came involn'd in 11naueia I II if1i(m!ties

which l'esultt'd ill utter ruin. .At, pn~:,;(~nt, liU"YH\r, exeept ill a few localities, dealer.~ will not takl'

lllleaught fisL in >;eeurity, and finances are in a lwHel' eOllditioll.

FINANCIAL I'H.Ol<'ITH.-H is a lmo.~t imjJossilJlt' to gatlwr any inforllJation in regard to tue

limHlCial proJitf; of iudiviilnal {isIWTIlH'lll exeppl of those who I"(~t:pi\'(' salarip.... III lJl(mr localities

Ilshing ii'; tllOtJ~ht 1.0 lw lw('muillg lef;s ami less profitable evcry .year, while in otherI'! the prtJlit" are

eotlsidered to he lal'gto'l' tLmu fOI'wt,rly. 'I'll(' opini(.ns I'xpressed, 11OWl'VI'r, llrt, hru;ed ,,0 largel,Y

1111011 till' SUl:m~ss or failnre of the iUllivilllwls [ul'nisltillg' UJeJD, rathel' than Ill)on ;111 average of till'

profits of all tlw fishcrit'.~ of ally ~iV(\fl loealil,y, thllt the,\' lllllst be taken wit.L allowaIw,'. ':\{(lH'­

m'er, flO few statemellts of the nJ.lllt' of the lake iislleries have. been JlU1;li.shed ill past yean; that

t,herc is llothing with which ttl ('()lIlpare the figure" ohtaim'd for tlle preSt'll1: l'eport. It HlUt:lt he

the work of t.he next eellsm~ to make !5ueh comparisons and to cletermine whetLer the 1<11,e fisheries

am increasing [II' deereasillg ill importuuce Hud profi1:<lblt~lle::;s. More ill regard 1,0 this subject will

be found jll the section of thill report which treats of the methcds of the fisheries.




