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Bllrhot or Josb Lota lliflcnlosu. (Fresl! w'lter.)
L:ycodl's Turnerii. (?obrine.)

Sculpin ...............•.. ' Cottns poJ;Yflcallthocephalns. (Mariu{\.)

" tamiopterus. plarhl!".)
.. humilis. r~'[arille.)

Hexagr-amtlHlS asper. (Marine.)
Llluuce ......•. - _...•.. __ _. _.AmllJmlytes umericanus. (Marine.)
Pikl~ . __ , _. __ Esox lucius. (Fresh water.)

Smelt _. _ Osmerus dentes. (l\lariue.)
Oapelin .. ___ __ _....•.... Mallotna villosus. (~Ill;rille.)

Smelt _. ' _. _.. _.•..•.. _. .Hypomesus olidus. (Fresh water.)
Whitefish .. _.. __ ... , . _... , .... __ .. Coregonus Artedi. (Fresh water.)

H Lauretta'" (Fresh water.)
" Merkii, sub"p. (Presh water.)
" dupeiformis. (Fresh water.)
" Kenuicottii. (Fresh water.)
<I quadrilateralis. (Fresh water.)

Gra;yling . '. _ _.. Th;ymallu" sig-nift.'l'. (Fresl( water.)
Trout .... _.. _. _.•...•. _., •...... Salvelinus malma. (}'resh water.)
Salmon. . . . . . . . . . • . . .. . ' Oncorhynchus Chollicha. (Fresh wah,r.)

" keta. (Fresh water.)
« llerka. (Fti.>sh water.)

" kisutch. (Fresh water.) •
" gorhuschll. (Fresh water.)

Herring _ _ _ Clupea mirahilis. (Marine.)
Slltlker _.......• -.......•.•.......Catootoffiu8 longiroetri-;;. (Frel;h w\.\t~r.)

Lampoo.y ... _.... _.. " _•. , .. __ .. _.Ammocmtes 8nl'ellS. (Fresh water.)

According to Mr. L. M. Tumer, the lnmpre,r is yerJ' ftbnndant at Anvik and is used for food.
Althougll the rngaliks, or the people of the great interior, are omitted here, fbey have an

<\buudanoo of Balmou aud whiteuBh in the Upper Yukon and th.... Tal1auah.

NORTON SOUND DIVISION.

In the region embracing the coast of the Sound ftom Saint Micbael'tl upward and ils far as
Sledge bland; Mr. Petroff :reports six lmudred and thirty-three inhabitants. Tlu." fishes, of
courso, are about the s.ame as those mentioned in the Yukon division and need Dot be repeated.
There is one ver;y important fishery, tbe tom·cod or waclma fisher~', wliich is chamch;ristic of the
l'egiol1, aud should be described in detail. 'I'his bus already beeu done by Mr. Dall ill the
following terms:

"This fish much resemblWl the common tom·cod of the Eastern States, • . • but, while the
latter is of UlO8t insignificant importance from its scarcity and poor qnaIitJ.', the former species

occupies a vary important place iu the domeatic economy of both natives and RUSBians ou both
shores of Bering sea. It is apparently a perman~nt inhabitAnt of these coasts, but is most
abl1ndant iu the fall of tl.t~ year, when the ~ce begins to form in the rivers and along tlm shores.
The WaUkbni fishery COIIlmences abol1t the middle of October. At first it is caught from boats
anchored. close inshore, but later the natives ent boles in the new iei', set up two or tbree stakes,
witb a mat hung upon them to keep ott the wind, Ilnd sit there all da;r, hauling tbem in as fast as
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tho line is dropped into the wuter. 'Ihe book is made of white walrus ivory, furnished ,,"itb a
sharp l)ill set in obliquely, but without a barb. The '\vhiteness of the ivory, which is kept
constantly in n:otion, attracts the fish, but no hait wIJateHr is uM'd. In NoYember, wben the ice
becouws vl:'ry tbick, nllll the cold illcreascs, the fish retire to deeper water, and the fisbing is over
nntil tIJe following E-pring. III nle summer the nati.es are occupied with the sulmon fichery and
pa;y no attention to these small fisb. Tbt'y-urc presernd by remo.iug the intestines, and drying
in large bunches stl'Uug on seal-line, or by throWing them as they are into long cylindrical baskets
made of twisted grass, and keeping them entire in !t frozen f;tate. , . . They are among the
most palatable of the many fish fuuml in these sens; lind the Illlllluer preserved is so great as to
be almoBt incalculable. 'l'hey serve the nativCB for fOild either hoiled or in the frozen state. They
also form an important alticle of dog.feed in tlJe northern portions of Alaska" near the coast.

TheS are well suited, from their abundance anll firm f1esb, to be ulled as bait in the cod·fishery.m
The u'aclma extends southward into Cook's Inlet., where I lJaYe seen individuals a foot in

length; their average length 80 far as observed by me is about ten inches Ilnd their weight a half
pouoll or less. The form i8 much like that of the tom·cod, hut lIy pressing on the sides of the
body a little behind the breast fins a series of small knoh~ will l,e felt on the ends of the lateral
processes of the backbone; these are caused b~' white, spoon·shaped, flexible caps that fit on the
processes an<l help to form a sort of roof over the abtlominal cavity; the presence of these
n:ppenuages makes it necessary to use another name than Gadu~ for the genus, and as Swainson
bas proposed to call it Tileria, though on trivial grounds, his name may be used. ,It is usual to
see traveling parties of Innuits in summer supplied with stl'ings of wQchna with the intestines
partly removed and a ver~' gamy flat'or substituted. The hook of walrus ivory is still used, and
farther north it is attached to a line of whalebone splints.

The herring run in Norton Sound is of very short duration, the fiMhery lasting only a fortnight,
but the schools IlTe enormom!ly large. Seines are used in taking them. The fish are kept until
they l,ecome balf lJUtrid, and are tben considered at their b.:st.

Parties traveling in Bummer by sea. in this region are usually well Buppliel.l with a small

ibt·fish (Pleuronecfes gwcialis), which bas a close resemblance to the" fool·fish" or " Christmas
fish" of Massachusetts Bay and the Maine coast, together with wachnre and smelt.

TlJe sea boat in common use is the bidart'a or baidar (oomiak of the Innnit), a. flat-bottomed,
walrus-skin covering stretclled over a wooden frame-work anll securely lashed with whalebone

lual seal-skin strips or sinew. Occasionally an oar. is used, tbe wooden rowlock being lashed
to a rib with thongs, but short paddles are more general. A sma.ll square snil is alwa;rs used
when the wind is favorable, and when not forced to embark against wind and tide the native
emulates bis civilized brother, and waite. The bidarra serves not only as a mode of conveyance
by day, but nlso as a shelter for the night. As tllis boat is so largely used throughout Northern
Alal>ka it will be of interest to quote portions of Captain Hooper's remarks On the subject:

"An ordinary oomiak contains, in addition to the srock·in·trade of oil, ekins; etc., a tent of
arming or deer-skin, guus, traps, spears, bows and arrows, a kyack, a seal-skin poke filled with
water, a quantity of dried meat, fl, sled, several pairs of snow-shoes, a fish·net, and Bet"eralsmaller
nets for catching birds, a largo drum on a pole for the n.se of the 'shaman,'.and several seal·skin
bags containing skin clothing. The perwntteZ consists of three orfonr men, about as many
women, aDll two or three chlldren~ Add to theBe two or three dogs, each with a litter of puppies,
amI some idea may be formed of what a trlloveling oomiak contains. The working dogs are often

I R",port of Commissioner of A.griCultllW for 1870 (1871), p. 360.
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left on the beach to follow on foot, which the~: uo, keeping> up a continued anti Ulo"t dlo;wal howL

If the wind comes in ahe,td, and the natin's desire, for UIl,Y reason, (0 continue. their journQ', the,y
paddle in Ileal' the sllore, harness their tiogs, aiid attach tLwm to tlw oorniak, after tbe manner

of a canaJ.-boat and horses, settle themselves in the boat, aDd saring' nakouruck' (good I), go
011 their way at the rate of four or th-e milee lUi hour with no other effort th:m steering with the
paudle.m

Fish Looks and lines also form an important part of the oomiak outfit, sillee Jii';h, (>'''lwciall.y
ill summer, arc so largely depended upon for food.

Seal, walrus, and whale, ns well us beluga" are importallt ol~jects of' the cb<l8e in this t1ivision,
but as the met hods pursned lire tLe S[lIIlC as we find fflrther lJorth we wi]] refer to fIJis !>lIbject

aga,ill.
KDIG~S ISLA:KD TO POINT DARROW.

For this extent of territory Mr. Petroff gives a total }lopulation of tWfmty-lline hunured amI

ninety. ]'01' connnielloo of treatment I sball snbdiville tbe region into 8eyeral smaller parts,
taking np Port Clarence, Kotzebue Sound, and Arctie Alaska north of Kotzebue Sound, separately.

1. PORT CLARE~CE AND VICIKl'l'Y.-"VVe must indude bere King's Island, onc of the most
remarkablo human halJitatious ill any couotr.r, with a reputed population of Olle llUwlreu souls
Oll its iuhospitable cliffs. 'l'ho shores are all bold, and the contonr is jagged and broken. Here, in
summer-houses of walrus skins; and winter bUITOWS in the face of the cliff~, live a ChtS8 of seal
and walrus hunters who arc said to bo tho brayest sailors in Alaska. ,I ha\'e heard it stated t!lut
men are sometimes lifted up in their kyacks by tlteir comrades aud thrown from the clift';; clear
of the surf, which mnst roll almost ineessantl,Y around those ragged rocks. Clad in a water·proof
karnlaykfl." or shirt mflde of the intestines of walrus, the hardy islander is thrown out to battle

with the waves that would surely ingulf a less skillful sailor. Oaptain Hooper says that the
kyack of these p<,ople is cove.red with walrus hide. The biuarras have the same kinu of covering,

and while at sea, transporting trading goods, etc., a cover protects the cargo fl'om hn',aking

wans. The fiesh of se,nl and walrns forlDs the principal food of these natives, but in summer

a part of them may be found at Port Clarence and on the east I'lide of the bay of which tbis

harbor forms a portion, engaged in trading and :fishing.
The skins of walrus and hair·sool are converted by these men into "luvtak" which form

boat·covel'!~ j these are carried off to the mainland for trade. The throat of the seal is made up

hy the King's Island ua.tiYes into wat(lr-pr~of boots, whieh are in great tlemalHl for the nse of
Whalers, and their seal·skin boots are largely dispo8ed of to the same parties. The Cape Prince

of 'Vales men aJ"e fisbermen IIolHl whaler8.
III the shallow, fresh-water lagoons, so plentiful on the spit protectiIlg the westel'll side of

Port Clarence, there are great quantities of sticklebacks. The King's Island people, who were

here at the time of our visit, brought to us whitefish (Coregonus LaUTtlttre), smelt (081ncrm' Jmtex),

herring (Olupea miraMlis), and "wnchnR" (Til&ia {/Tucilis). They were well provided with oil in

sealskin bags, :fishing·lines, hooks, and sinkers. The sinkers were made of soft stone resembling
slate, often of two colors, one light and the other dark; abrnptly divided. A bole was drilled at

euch end and a. sballowgroove was made to receiye the line. The holes were drilled hy means
of a piece of stecl. or iron rotated by an ivory or bone drill-bow snpplied with a k,tring of sinew.

;rho commonest form of line was made of narrow strips of whalebone neatly fasumed together.
The book is often an ivory or bon~ imitation of a :fish, and 8O~etilUes two, sometimes four; are

1 Report of Cruill6 of Corwin, November 1, 1880. (11381), p. 28,
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fastened to oue shank. Otcasiona11y l,ieces of whitt\ nnd bluillil stones ure made tlte basis of
,mpport for the llOOks, and ~at taste is slJOwn ill their arrangement. As an additional lure, we
saw what was supposed to bl; the corneous ap-pendnge of the nngle of tlte mouth of mormons~

which, when dry, «,semules ill shape and color an imllCI1'ect snlmon egg. The rod was not over
two aud one·half feet long, and tbe line of nuout ten or twdve foot was neatly folded arouud the
ends of the rod, which were crotched to reCeh'l\ it. O,'er the .lig·like hook was pulled a sbeath of

fwal·skin us a proteetiou against ,weldents.
}"l'Om the l"ettlement, at Port Clarl'lIce we obtained RaUli' dressed skins of the red·spotted

trout (Salve/inwl 1I1alma) , which fire used for making quite ornamental watcr.proof vests. Small
,;eilles ar(l used.

Thc following are some of the etIiblt:, fj."he-s of Port Clarell~~e :
Pleurouectes stellatul>. Ma1lotns Vil108US.

" glacial is, llypowe8m; oBdus.
Limaoda a"pera. Coregollus Lallrethe.

1:liIlpaglossu8 VII1ga,ris. " lrIel'kii.

Horeogadlls saida. Sal\'elinlls malma,.

Tih'sia gracilis. Oucorh'yllchus chouiella.
Coitus pol.\·ucanthocepbalus. •• keta.

" tmuiopterus. " nerka.
,i Immilis. " kisutc11.

llexagramllillS as!ler. " garbIlseha.
Amlllot]J'tes IlCrsollatus. Clupea mirahilis.

Osmerus dentex.
2. KOTZEDUE SOFl'm.-In thil:! body of water, especially in Eschscholtz Ba;y, the beluga or

white whale is exteusively taken. In the .icinity of Elephnnt Point we found numerous skullI'!
of this animal lying on the beach, not far from the month of Buckland Ri",er.

"There are no natives liVing on Eschscholtz BaJ', but a number are located on the Buckland
nil-"cr, and come down to the bay during' tbe summer montbs to kill white whales (Beluga caWilon}.

catch salmon, and gather berrie8, which they 'cacbe' until the 8110W comes, when they are taken
to the setUement OIl sledges. Like all Indians, tllese nrc very 8uperstitious. While hnntiug the
wbite whale tIlt'S are not allowed to chop wood, dig in the earth, sew, tan skins, and many other
things, for fear the spirit tbat controls the movelllent~of the wbite whales will take offense and
not permit them to ret.urn tbe next season. When the whaling is completed they collect the
lJonel'l and bum them; those who can afford it burn the clothes worn wbile whaling, the poorer
natit·es payiug tribute to the 'god of the white Whale,' by cntting off and burning a small

piece of some garment."
U The i kyack' used hy the llative!! 011 Kotzebue Sound, ami, in fact, along the entire coast to

PoinJ Ba,rrow, is a marvel of Ilpeed and beauty. n is very Darrow and light, and great skill is
required in its'management. In tbe86 fleet boats the nati"e~ easily drive the white wbale,l\ very
timid animal, into shallow water, where it is dispat.ched with strong, flint· beaded spean!l."l

The spear.point used here for the capture of belllga is usnally made or a brown or hlack 8tone
wIdell is very hard; tbis is fastened to a wooden handle, about four feet in length, by strips of
whalehone. The beluga are hunted in kyacks; a d;~n or more nativE'S take up a poeitionnear
tbe entrance of some bay, where they can see tbem as they come in with the tide. As 800U as
tb~y lmve passed, tue natives paddle oat behind them, and, by sbol1ting and beating the water,

l HOOPER, Report- of Crnige of Co~win, 1'*31, PI" 24-25.
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drin'l them into l'Ihou.l water, ,,"bere thf>y are easily di8]latclJed with flint "pears. According to

their tradition, to kill the beluga with any onwr weapoll would entail elHJleSi:> mh,fortunc upon
the guilty party.l \Ve might 8uppose that the belu{/tt spear would be heM in high esteem by the
IUIluit., but, on the coutrary, it is fr(;eJy barten~l1 for a tride of tobacco or a few percussion·cap~.

In tbis portion of .Alas1a tile capture of lrair-seals is ODe of' tbe most important lJatiye
oc~npati()ns, The ERal it'. lmticIItly w~tched 101" llutil it arrpe.1.rs. llt it~ brt'tlthing-hol(\; when it is

l,1hot with a rifle. A very ingcrJiou8 decoy u/S(,d by these native;,; is a short piece of wood on which

are fastened seal-clawl;, which are intended to make a scratching sound like thlLt of th.: 8eal.

C3Ilta.in Hooper thllS describes the moYcments of the seal hurlter :
"TIle bunter llpproachcs cautiously, by el'awling oY(~r tho ice, lIls body nearly pro!:'tra te,

raisel1slighHS on one, elbow. He baB a. pieee Qf ooar-Bkll1, a.oout two fee,t long ,\UtI a. foot wid\',

which lie attac1les to his leg Oil the side ullon which he rests; this enahles him to slide more

easily O'iU the ice. The elbow rest~ upon a ring of grnss."
As already ID('ntionCl:1, s('al oil is CtlrriNl ill seal-skin pouches or bags, and the natives

sometimes rartly ftll the bag with waier and partly with oil wllen ruaking pl'eparntlolls for

trading.
The gill-net", ust>d l\y the Aretic Ala",kau natiws for the Clllltlll'e of seal did uot COIlIll IUldt'l"

m:r observation, but those used in Ployer Bay, which are similar to the Alaskull, arc made of
strollg 8l'ul-sldn lille.· Tllfly Ilre abo11t tbirty to forty feet lOllg lIIltl six deep; the bottom j/o<

furnished with stone siukers at .!'Ohort intervals, and the top bus a series of t10ats made of stnfl'ell

seal flippers; they are set oft' from fhl;', beach aml RIlUK to t.he bottom, standing up for the seal to
run into as the's SWiID a]Qllg shore hl search of f(}Q{L &-i'ol·%\l.\n .lillee. are attached to thof', m~t \\l1\1

beld by heavy !'Itones ou the beach; with these the net is hauled in when a seal has ht>en seemed.
A small stone placed OIl the slack of some of the bauling lines amI fI'adil;y dlsphlcetl h.r the
8truggle of a captive shows ",ben to take up the net. Captllill IIooper /Sars the Alaskan f\ill-llet
is set. from the shore by means of a pole sixty to eight,), feet long, ma«e by joining a lltllllber or
ahort poles togeUler; with this the net is pusbe{l out to its desired })OSitiOl1 and thell the jml~ I"

with.drawn. The ilea1-ekin linep, are cut frOID a skin bJ' Illl.S;;iug round and round continuonsly_

The line is then stretched betw~nwhalebone posts or large rocks; and the whole net after it if'

:finished is foldell into a nurrow, long bundle, and carefully stretched between similar supports.

A glance at the map will Show this region to be supplied with fl, few rivers, the Selawik and

Finland being the largest. Selawik :River commllnicates, through a lake of tbe same tlame, with

RQtbam Inlet, near the month of which the Finland empties a.lso. Bu~klaml EkeI', a sma.ll lmt

important salmon stream, flows into Eschscbolt:z Bar. Those streams IUC well supplied with
salmon Il·nd whitefish. Petroff sars that" the atl'f',ams or !,lIDl1ll riYers which empty into Kotzebue
Sound JUark the extreme northern limit of the run of salmon in Ameriea,"~but in tltis Ile was,

perhaps, misled by Seemann. We took the ~'ouDg of the red-spotte(l tront at Cape Lisburne in

the aummCT 01 1880, and at least one species of O»,corhy-nr:ht!8 is known from a~. far north as
Uoh-me River.

The species of fish observed by us in the possession of natiY.(l8 in Kotzebue Sound wem fresll

fiat·fish (Pleurmtectes glaoialiIJ) and smelt (Osmeru8 t1entex) anti a slx>cies of dried salmon. J)ri'~d

sIDeit w~re obtained also. Most of the species recorded from the regioll were taken in our seine.

While in Eschscboltz Bay, natives from Cape Espenberg ,\·'i't~lt'J Hum'; fOT tbt'>})UY}}(l5e of fil>hiug
and trading. Th~y were well snppUed wi.th e.mall object1! made of walrus ivory, and lIlilny of

L HOQ\'ltR ~ Op. eit., y.. 5').

• PreliUlifll\r~' Report on C~nRIUof AlliSka, 1&:11, I)- ,,g.
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these wore curiously cnn"ed to represent seal, walru8, bear, whale, and even the singular large
isopod crusta,cean so common on an the Arctic beaches. The artides. Were usnally intended for
belt·toggles, Ilowder.c]Jarges, swivels, lance-heads, and other useful implements, but some were
reprm;entations of the human figUl'e or other merely ornamental subject. Quantities of seal·skin
Hue were freely traded for a mere trifle. The lance-heads usuall.y consisted of a oase of l'i"ory 01'

lJfme and an iron point.
Seemauu says that herring and whitiug' are very abundant in gotham Inlet. 'fhe whiting of

Seemann is supposed to be Pollackius chalcogmmmus, but there is sOD1e doubt about the occurrence
of tbis species so far north, siu~e l\'3Ue of the collectors at Saint Micbael's have !:lent it down from
their still more southern latitude. The mullet of Soomann must be a large species of whirefisll
(CoregolI118). The mode of fishing in these waters is thus described by Captain Hooper:

., Salmoll and other small fish are taken in nets, either by It SeitlC in tbe ordinary way, or by
means of a gill-net, which is set from the shore in a ,,-cr;).' illgellio'llil m~nner. This net of seal
thongs is from thirty to fort:. feet in length and a1l0nt five fee~ ~ide j' floats of light 'l'l'ood are
attnched to one side, with pieces of stone for sinkers OIl the other side l and to the outer end ill

secuJ:(\u (\ stone 80mewltat larger than the rest, seryiu g as ttll 1llH',bor; a nn illbel' of short I)oles,
about three inches ill diameter, urc lashed together to ~1 length of sixty or eigbty feet, and the
end secured to the stODe anchor b;y means of a loop, wbiclt allow~ the whole pole to be withdrawn
after the Ilct is klet. This pole i8 used for pnshillg the net from shore inio the desired depth of
water; when let go the net naturally assumeS :t perpendicular position. The onter end is held in
place by the stone anchOl', while t.he inner cud is fastened to :l liOI, of seal·thong leading to tll(;

~hore, with which the net is drawn inP
The following are /'lome of the food·fi!jhcs of Kotzchnc Sound:

1~1(>t1ronccte8stellatus. MallotL1ll "illOSL18.

"" glncinlil'.. (Joregol1lls J~alLrcthe.
.Lilllunda aspera. " ;\lerkii.
Pollachius chlllcogrnmlDus (loubtfully). "Kt\llnicottii.
Doreogadns saida. Saheliuus malma.
Tilesia gracilis. Oncorhynelm'<. ehouicha.
CottUi~ polya-canthocephalua. j, keta.

" troniOI)terns li nerka.

" hnmilis. " ki8utch,
Ammodytes personatus. " gorhuscbu.
Oflmerus dextex. Clupea mirabili...

" spirinchns.

~. AROTIC A..LA.SJiA. "NORTH {Hi KOTZEBUE SOUNll.-Froru Kotzebue Sound lIorthwul'd tlta
Ellkirno aro engaged principally in the capture of seal, walrus, and whale. Many ofthelU go with

whaling ,'ess~ls, and all who are able to do so unite with n will in taking whales during the
ahsence of the fleet as well. In the spring of 1880, the Point Hope men sold the bone from five
whales wIdell thes killeu afrer the vessels left in 1879, 'Natives all along the coast from Kotwbl..\e
Sound np arc supplied WiLh whaling gea,r such as the whit-es ulle, and in tbeir trustworthy oomiaks

they show gl'eat skill and courage in this chase. Whalebone is brought out to every vcssel that

(~Ome8 in sight anywhere in the Arctic. The season ~f 1880 was a remarkable one for all concerned
in tlle fisher;y; the Eskimo were fairly gorged with blackskin aud blubber, wbile every sail carned
away a he~vy {',ar-go of <lU, bone, and ivory. On the 20th of August, 1880, the settlement of Point

•R~port of Crnille of Cor", in, 1831, 1'. 59.
~~------~.__._-
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Hope sholfed no signs of life, the natiycs being off fishing, lmutillg, and verhaps trading, There
were plenty of dryiug-flames, and at various points along the low shore were large conieal pile8

of drift-wood.
'1'he spear-points observed at Cape Lishurne were made of copper or iron ill a bOlle socket.

SoIDt·times chert or some otherburd stone replaces the wetal. A.t Icy Cape a great number of
chert flakes were found at an old Eskimo encampment, where the Speal'-IDa],er 1l\vI beeu at work.

The 1)01e to which the head is attached is usually nearly Rix feet long. tl1e shank forming a socket
fitting on a ph"ot on tbe pole and firmly lashed Oil. To tlle pole is f'astcned, hy seal-skin thongs,
an inflated seal-stomach. The natives throw these lauces into a wha,le and the buoys pre-nut his
!'linking very far; eMh tiffie when he comes up to breathe more and more lances are thrust iuto
him, until finally the death stroke is given. '1'118 flesh and blubber are common property; the
whalelJone belongs to the captors of the animal. The jaw·bollc is used for \·arious purposes; cut,

into strips of suitable thicknessl it is emplo;yed for shoeing sled.rurmers; tbe ribs aml parts of
the jaws are frequently planted ill the ground iu a circle for the frame-work of wintcr dwelliugsi
blubber-holes are secured by a covering of similar bones; ribs also are sunk uprigllt into the
ground to serve as posts fo1' stretching lines and for supports of various J,i~s. I t is hard to tell
Whether the Eskimo prefer whale meat fresh or tainted; the~' cat it n~ry freel~' and with apparent
relieh when it becomes simplJ re,oltillg to Our taste. r.rhc CriflPl hard (:mcklhlgB left by tlw
whalers after trying out the oil are eaged,)- sought for by traveling parties.

Tbe walrus and the seal are of more importance to the Eskimo thau tIte wbale, both of thew
ueing more readily obtained and supplying 11 greater lllunber of wants. The flesh of the whale of
course sen'cs as fuoU, the oil as food and fuel, the bone for house·frames and certain utensils, the
baleen as all article of trade; but whales are hard to capture and are not to be (l<~l)ended upon l

while walrus and seal, judging froUl the numerom, remains of these animals found "here"er we
landed on the Arctic shores, and from the numberless appliances for which they serve, are Ute
great. essentials, not only to the comfort, but to the ycry existence of the natives, To use the
language of Callt~tin Hooper: H The seal may be called the mainstay of the lnnuit of Arctic

Alaska. The flesh aod oil form his chief articles of subsistence; the skin furllishes him clothing,
tellh, antI boats j cut into thongs, it il:! used to make nets for catching fisb ~llld birds. The oil is
(tbo lmrneJ. in lampll (nannue), which ligbt and warm the tllpecks during the long, dark winter
nights.lll

III the vicinit.r of Icy Cape we saw great quantities of broken skulls of walrns and seal and
l)f polar bear. Heaps of burnl.,>tl bones were quite frequent; the natives burn the bones to
HIJllease the spirit dwelling in the animal, fearing a failure in their future hunting if this mark of
respect 1.Je withheld.

\Va-lmB ivor;r hall many uses besides that of a bililis of trade; whole tusks of the proper shape
are formed into handsome and very effective ice-picks; snow-knives, reselllbling somewhat in
sbape the throw-sticks of some Indians, are made of this h'ory; numberless implements of small

size but great usefulness a,l'e ma.nufactured from the same material.
'I'he number of species of edible Aretic fishes is small, and there is no qnestioll that iisll­

food if) trl'lUlh less important to those Innuit than the flesh of sea1e and walrus, but it is COllSUillNl

iu cOll!<idern.ble quantities a,ud formS a nry agreeable variation from the ordinarj' diet. Two species

of flat· fish are known to be abundant, and the small polar cod is superlatively so. Two sClllpins
named in tbe appended list (species of CQttUII) reach a large size l\nd they are veQ' common. All

'Report of Cruise of Corwin, l:lBl, pp. 58,59.
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the lagoon!'! obsl:\l'\'ed by me were well filled with sticklobu-cks and y01lllg s(l\llpins. Lallt and
capelin Hbound. Slllfllt llnd grayling UTe reported as fat around as Colville Rh·er ~1'y CHpt. E.E.
Smith, it~e·pilot of the Corwin in 1880. A species of whitefish (Coregomls Laurf;ttm) was obtained
ill abundanco hy Captain Hooper from natives at Point Barrow. We took the rcd'spottcll troLlt
ill our seiul:\, und Captain Smith roports it from Colville niver, wllere he also secnred hcrring

amI hUlopback·/jallooll (OnoorhynchulJ !}Ql'uu8cha). Scemaull hus declared that salmoll are Hot

found in Alaska north of Kotzebue SOllnd. This is an error; we found remains of a species of
OncorkyfU.:k1ls, which I })eUcre to be {lm·bu~·dlf1, at ICJ' Capf', and Captain Smith,l'eft:n-eu. to noon>,

aalted in 1875 two barrels of hUUllJhack salmon which he bought at th" mouth of Colville Ri"er.
Coneerning the wllitc.fi~h of PuiLlt Darrow, Cal'taill Hooper ill hi~ report, already referred to, says;
"",""e bought froUl the nativcs. some fish l'e8embHug' sh:HI, Lut smaller and very fat; they

differ also from the shad ill havillg two (dorsal} tins. \Ve SllW the same species in Kotzebue
Sound and at other plaee;; within the Arctic dl'ele. The,Y are ca11e(l by the natives tupoo~"~'

Farther OIl he writes thus: "The 8almOll i8 the only variet.r Eli fish in the Arctic that is of any
value. Although smaller thu,n tlHl salmon caught farther soutb, they are of .fiue tlavol', They are
quite pleutiful, aud ~e coast I1uti\·cs cnre large quantities of tllem by smoking and drying for
winter use."

The list of fujhes ginm includes OIlly such fooll·Jlslles a;; a!'(\ kuowu to occur; there are 110
doubt others which will 00 discovcrell by collectors in the fLltme. The methods of capture do
not ditTer from those all'ead~- (lescribed, seines, giH.ueCs, uooks, amI spears lJeing employed just
as they are farther 80nth.

Ti.le following is a partial lise of Arctic·Alaskan fishes:

Pleuronectes stellatus. Oi:;mel'u~ tlentex.
" glacialis. }Iallotns yillosus.

Boreogadus saida. CoregonUl, "Merkii.
Lyco<1es cocciueUl:\. ,. LaUl'et,tffi.

Cottul::' polyflcl1nthocephalull. , Th,rmallus. (Hde Smith.)

" t£lliopterus. 8ah'cHnns malma.
" lmmilis. OncorhSllchns gorblll;lcba.

G.'i1!.lllUCUlltbus pistilliger. Clupea mirahilis.
Ammod,rtes personatn~

17, STATISTICS OF THE ALASKAN FISHERIES IN 1880.

Salmon exported from Ala8ka, 1880.
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FiNk ezported from .ill.aI;Ka, 1880.
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