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Mr. Samuel Osborne, jr., the owner or agent of the whaling fleet now hailing from Edgartown, states that ihis
place has for many years had vessels in the whale-fishery. In 1858 the fleet numbered 19 sail ; in 1879 it was reduced
to 4 sail, aud in 1581 numbered 6 vessels.  In early times many of the Nantucket fleet fitted here, and thus bronght
considerable profit Lo the town, During the late war scveral vessels were sold away from Liere, and the death of tuwo
or three capitalists prior to 1870 caused a withdrawal of vessels to other ports. The business of whaling has made a
gond many people wealthy in the town, Nearly every voyage in the last ten years has yielded a profit. There are
said to be no poor people in the town, the valuation of $3,000,000 being well distributed among the 1,300 inhabitants.
A number of retired whaling merchuants reside here, and own parts of vessels in other ports, Tlicre are also somne
ladies who own shares in vessels.

In 1778 ships of the British navy made foravs in the sea-coast townsof New England. At Holmey' Hole 4 vessels,
with several boats, were destroved, and in Old Town (Edgartown) Harbor, Martha’s Vineyard, a brig of 150 tons, a
schooner of 70 tons, and 23 whale-boats were destroyed.

In regard to the growth of other fisheries besides the whale-fishery at Martba's Vineyard we have no information
until 1807, In 1603, however, the shores are said to have abounded with fish and shell-fish of various kinds.

In 1807 the clam-fishery was carried on at Edgartown, Two thousand dollars’ worth of clams, at $9 per barrel,
were sold in Edgartown in that year. At that time they were also Leginning to be taken in Mene msha Pond and
other places for bait. Oysters also oceurred on the south shore in two brackish ponds. Lobsiers were scarce, and
only found about the wharves at Edgartown,

For a number of years prior to 1348 three banking vessels were owned at Edgartown.

In 1807 there was one fishing vessel at 1lolmes’ Hole.

The manufacture of salt was carried on at Martha's Vineyard as on Cape Cod. In 1807 there were three sets of
salt works at Edgartown, covering 2,700 feef, and in Tisbury five sets, covering 900 feet. The manufacture was
then on the increase.

That oysters were once natives of Martha's Vineyard is evident from the following paragraph, quoted from a
description of the island in the Massachusetts Historical Collections, second series, 1807, page 55:

“The oyster is fonnd in Newtown Pond, and in two other ponds on the south shore, one of which is in Edgartown,
and the other in Tisbury, It ie fresh to the taste, bat it is improved in its relish and rendered fatter by digging o
canal throngh the beaeh and lettiug the salt water flow into the fresh-water ponds. As the soutberly wind soou fifls
up the eanal, the digging must be renewed four or five times in a year.

ELIZABETIT ISLANDS AND WAREIIAM,

Eanrry Histony oF THE FIsPERIES.—On Nonamasset Island in 1807 was ¢ one dwelling, containing two families,
and abiout 960 feet of salt works built in the year 18(5. Thbhe fishes are the same as those of the vicinity, but
lobsters, which are scarce at Martha’s Vineyard, are canght in great abundance at all the Elizabelh Islands.”?

Gosuold's voyagers, in 1602, found at the Elizabeth Islands ¢ divers sorts of shell-fish, as scollops, museles,
cockles, lobsters, erabs, oysters, and wilks, exceeding good and very great.”?

THE FISHERIES OF WAREHAM IN 1815.—The following description of Wareham iv 1815 is given in vol. iv, 2d serics,
Massachusetts Historical Seciety Collections, pp, 256-289:

“The Wemeantic, the sources of which are in Carver, attains the name of river on the southwestern horders
of Wareham, where it may be 3 rods in width. * * * Alewives ascend this stream to two ponds in Carver.

~* ¥ % Agawam Brook, issning from a pond in Plymouth, may be 8 or & miles long. * * * Trout,
which abound, are very partial to this siream, doubtless loving its cold sources. 'The general course of this brook is
southwest, np which the alewives have ever ascended, in vast numbers, to Half Way Pond, Plymouth. * * * The
whale-fishery in the West India seas, and on the coasts of the United States, has been formerly pursned with that
precarions success incident to the employ, probably before the Revolution, and much more so since. * * * The
fish, commen to this bay, are found at Wareham, such as tatang, sheepshead (now become rare), roc Ik, and streaked
basgs, squitteag, scuppeag, eels, with the migratory fish, menhaden, and alewives. One codfish baving be‘eu caught
within the Narrows (say thirty years since), is the only instance of this fish nearer thau the open he‘a»y, or Gay Hea(}.
The quahang clam is commeon, and the oyster is taken in two or more places. 'The latter, which is of small size, is
{requently carried for sale overland to Plymouth.” i . o

EAST WaREHAM IN 1870-271.—The Gloucester Telegraph, of May 7, 1870, stated that Warebam realized %0605
that year from the sale of theright to cateh herring in the Agawam River ir that town.

The New Bedford Evening Standard of April 24, 1871, reported as follows for that year : B

¢«  WAREHAM.—Tle first catch of alewives for the season in the Agawam River, in Wareham, was on Friday of
lest week. The privilege was purchased the present year for $600 by a party in Plymouth, whose inhabitants have
equal rights to the fishery with citizens of Wareham. ) .

“Mr. George Sanford, of East Wareham, who has bought the right to fish this stream for the past f R
informs us that there has been a gradual decrease of fish for the last six years, and that although dunpg ; is })er:;;
there has been no perceivable diminution of gmall alewives in their annual passage from the pom‘ls t40 .t‘le ?(.aj} 'te
number of adults taken last year was less than one-balf caught iL} 1864, M: S. states that large quantitics of white
perch have been canght in the river thisseason by hook-and-line fishermen.

in Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 1807, 2d series, pp- 75, 79.

ast fourteen years,

1 A descriptiou of Dukes County, August 13, 1807,
1(oll. Mass. Hiat. Soc., vol. viii, 2d series, p. 8.
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MARION.

History oF MarioN.—Tho present town of Marion with the adjoining towns of Rochester, Mattapoisett, and a
large part of Warebam were originally known as the Sippican territory, aud purchased July 22, 1679, from the Indian
chiefs Watuchpoo and Sampson, they receiving permission to sell the territory from King Phillip, the youngest son of
Massasoit, the good, hie Leing the king or chief ruler of the Wampanoag tribes. Phillip was his successor.

Rochester was incorporated as a town on June 4, 1686, receiving its name from the ancient city of Rochester,
England, which was the early home of many of the first settlers. It is recorded in history that the oysters found on
those shores were celebrated by the Romans for their excellence; and the pioneers to the Sippican territory, finding
an abundance and great variety of excellent fish, gave the name in memory of their old home. ¥or a time Rochester
embraced the town of Marion.

In the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1815, vol. ii, 2d series, p. 259, is this statement regard-
ing Rochester :

*“The town doubtless takes its name from the ancient city of Rochester in Kent, England, a shire from whence
many of the first planters of Scituate (and of course Rochester) emigrated. That ancient city bad the jurisdiction
of the oyster fishery, and it appears in history that these oysters were eelebrated by the Romans for their excellence.”

And in volume iv, pp. 255, 256, is this description of the varieties of fish to be found there:

¢ Fish.—Tataug, scauppaung, eels are the most common fish near the shores, with alewives in their season, At
several places of resort oysters have bhecome less common; the quahaug and lesser clam are found in the place.
Without the harbor, the bay affords a greater variety; but not the codfish, nearer than Gay Head.”

In volume x, page 31, is this statement, written in 1823:

“The principal manufacture of this town is salt. This business is carried on on an extensive scale, and it is
believed that more salt is manufactured in this town than in any other town in the Commonwealth, and it is the
most productive of any business here practiced.”

And on page 36 of the same special reference is made to the fish found in Assawamsett Pond and Mattapoisett
River and Merry’s Pond in these words:

¢ A part of Assawamsett Pond lies on the north side of this town, and the line of the town crosses two islands of
considerable bigness in this pond. Assawamsett Pond is the largest collection of water in Massachusetts. * * *
In this pond is a vast quantity of iron ore, which increases nearly as fast as it is dug, In the southerly part of this
pond are large quantities of fish, snch as pickerel, whitefish, perch, roaches, chubs, hornfish, and vast quantities of
sea or white perch are taken in the fall of the year, when the young alewives can be had for bait, which is the only
bait which can be used with snccess. * * * On the right hand of the road from Rochester to Plymouth lies Merry’s
Pond, a most beautiful sheet of water, and is nearly as round as a cirele. In this pond are a few fish of the minor
species. There is no natural inlet or outlet to this pond, but a few years since the town, at the expense of $100, cut
a canal from it to Sippican River, hoping to induce the alewives into the pond. No snccess attended the attempt.
* % * Mattapoisett River, thongh small, is of some consequence besides what resnlts from the mills, namely, on’
aceonnt of the alewife fisherv. The privilege of taking said fish in raid river the inhabitants are by law anthorized
to sell, which brings into the treasury abont $400 annually. It wonld be much more productive if the taking the fish
iHlegally could Le effectnally prevented.”

On Jaly 22, 1379, the three towns—Marion, Roclhester, and Mattapoisett—celebrated their bi-centennial anni-
versary, and among the guests were some of the lineal descendants of the kings Massasoit and Sassacuss. A small |
band of King Phillip’s tribe yet remains in the adjoining town of Lakeville, upon the Indian reserve lands known
as Betty’s Neck. The Indians there are fully civilized citizens, with their schools and chiurches, snd are highly spoken
of by all who know them for their industry, intelligence, and temperance.

NEW BEDFORD.

THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS.—This 18 a place of much historic interest. It was first discovered by Bartholomew
Gosnold, who, in company with thirty-one others (eight of them saildrs), sailed from Falmouth, England, in the
small ship Concord, on Marck 26, 1602, with the intention of settling in Virginia, They discovered the group of
islands on the east side of Buzzard’s Bay, and landed on May 24 at the onterisland, now known as Cuttyhnnk, They
named the group the Elizabeth Islands, and the one on which they lunded and built a furt they called Elizabeth, in
honor of their queen. The group yet retains the name. The daring explorer and discoverer bas not been forgot-
ten, the islands baring the township name of Gosnold.

On May 31, 1603, while part of the men were building a forf, Captain Gesnold sailed across the bay, first
anchoring not far from Round Hills on the west and working east until he discovered the meuth of the river and the
west shore on which New Bedford is now built, The island of Cuttyhunk, on which they built a fort, bore the Indian
name of Poocntohhunhunnob. It contains about 516 acres of land. Finding the Indians friendly, they landed and
loaded their veasel with sassafrass root—considered of great value for medieinal purposes—cedar and furs; this last
they purchased of the Indians. Part of the company were to return to England with the cargoe while the remainder
Jocated a permanent settlement. These latter became dissatisfied for fear they would never see their share of the
valuable cargo, so they all embarked, aud on the 15th of June of the same year made sail for England. Captain
Gosnold afterwards retorned to Virginia where he died Angust 22,1607,

Thuns the first atten‘xpt at & settlement here was mada eighteen years Lefore the landing of the Pilgrims on the



HISTORICAL REFERENCES: MASSACHUSETTS. 735

€

celebrated Plymouth Rock. It was, however, some thirfy or forty years after the above landing before a permanent
setﬂeme.nt was made by the English. The settlement was called Dartmouth and purchased from the Indian chief
Massasoit, and his son, Wamsutta, in 1654. This may e seen by a perusal of the following deed :

‘““ BRaDFORI, GOVERNOUR,

“NEw PrymouTir, Nevendber 29, 1652,

“ Know all men by these presents that I, Wesamequen, and Wamsutta, my son, have sold unto Mr. William
Bradtord, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cooke, and their associates, the purchasers or
old comers, all the tract or tracts of land lying eastward from a river called Cushewagg, to a certain harbor called
Acoaksett, to a flat rock on the west side of the said harbor, And whereas the said Larbor divideth itself into several
brapches, the westernmost arme to be the bound, and all ithe tract or tracts of land from the said westward arme to
the said river of Cushewagy. 3 miles eastward of the same, with all the profits and benefits within the said traet, with
all the rivers, crecks, meadows, necks, and islands that lye in or near the same, and from the sea upward to go sohigh
that the English may not be annoyed by the hunting of the Indiaus in any sortof their cattle. And I, Wesamequen,
and Wamsutta, do promise to remove all the Indians within a year from the date hereof that do live in the said
tract. And we, the said Wesamequen and Wamsutta, have fully bargained and sold unte the aforesaid Mr. William
Bradford, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cooke, and the rest of their associates, the
purchasers or old comers, to have and to hold for them and theirheirs and assigues forever. And in consideration
hereof, we the above mentioned are to pay to the said Wesamequen and Wamsutta as followeth: Thirty yards of
cloth, 8 morse-skius, 15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 pair of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1 cloak, 2 pounds in wampam, 8 pairs
stockiugs, 8 pairs-shoes, 1 iron pot, and 10shillings in another commeoditie, and in witness hereof we have inter-
changeably set to our hands the day and year above written,

“JOHN WINSLOW.
“JOHN KING.
4 In the presence of—
“JONATHAN SHAW.
“SamuErL Eppy.
s
CIWAMSUTTA. M M7
. mark.

Another old record gives the boundary of Dartmonth (this embraced the present towns of Westport, New Bedford,
Dartmouth, and Fairhaven) as made with the Indian, Joln Sassamon, agent for Phillip Sagamore, of Pokameckett, &c.

GIVEN THE NAME NEW BEDI'ORD.—As the little settlement grew into quite a village belonging to Dartmoutl, it
was thought best to give it a pame to distingnish it from the other part of the town, and en a public occasion, Mr.
Joseph Rotch suggesting it should be called ** Bedford,” iu honor of Joseph Russel, an old citizen, who bore the family
name of the Duke of Bedford, it was adopted, and the old gentleman was after known as the duke, and for many
years the place was known as Beddord. On ascertaining that there was another town of the same name in the State
it was called New Bedford, and on Febraary 22, 1757, it cast loose from Dartmouth and was duly incorporated as a
town, embracing the present town of Fairhaven until April 22, 1513, when that town withdrew and was duly
incorporated. A large number of ships were formerly built at New Bedford, the first having been launched in 1767 ;
this was named ** Dartmouth” and has beecome historic from having been one of the vessels whieh cawe into Boston
Harbor loaded with tea which was thrown overboard December 16, 1773.

NEW BEDFORD Ix 1792.—A deseription follows, written in 1792, of New Bedford and its fisheries; ¢ There are alsc
soveral other islands in the river, most of them small, yet yielding some pasturage, and very commodious for several
parposes, particularly for those who make a business of salting fish. There is good fishing in the river for the smaller
kind ; and not far distant from the mouih they catch the larger sort. But few markets in any of our sea-ports are
equally supplied with variety of fish, and such as are very excellent. Tlere are sold eod, bass, blacktish, sheepshend,
&e 't

SALT AXD FRESH WATER FISHES.—In 1858 the varieties to be found in the waters of New Bedford were:

“ Figh.—Salt water : Smelt, tom-cod, herring, shad, menhaden, flat-fish, Inmp-sucker, whiting, chogset, bass, tantog
or blackfish, scup (scuppang, pogies) cod, mackerel, haddock, pollock, binefish, rock bass, sheepsbead, flounder, pex:ch.
eel, sculpin, scate, stingray, bellows-fish, rudderfish, sqnetteague, squid, swellfish, toad-grunter, shark, dogfish, frost-fish,
skipjack. Shell-fish: Qysters, quahaugs, clams, lobsters, crabs, scallops, winkles, razors, mnssels? starjﬁsh or five-
fingres, barnacles. * * * Fresh water: Trout, perch (white, red, yellow), pickerel, ehub, earp, silverfish, minnow,

hornpout, eel, clam. ? : ) .
0.—Mvr. Welcome A. Almy stated to the fishery comimnittee of the Massachusetts legislature

THE FISHERIES IN 15371 7 . e
in 1870: “I shonld think there were as many as 20 fishing boats which make a regular business of t.is ing
are probably one 100 men engaged in the

from New Bedford. Some carry two men and sonie carry four. There > ) |
business. Some go in smacks. There arc several hundred who will go fishing more or less. There are some laboring

nien who go fishing to got food for their families. Formerly there were more men who went for t%xa»t purpose thil)rl nowg)”
TaE WHALE-FISHERY.—A brief sketch of the whale-fishery from New Bedford has been given on pages 271, 272,
and a much faller history of this industry will be given-in Section V of this report.

1 Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iv, Ist series, p. 233.
3 Ricketson's History of New Bedford, 1858, p. 408.
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THE FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND.
UIODE ISLAND IN THE SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTII CENTURIES.

FIsHING BY THE ABORIGINES.—Arnold, in speaking of the food used by the aborigines of Rhode Island in 1622,
says: “But of all their different szorts of food, none were more highly esteemed than elams. In all seasons of the
year the women dug for them on the sea-shore. The patural juices of this shell-fish served them in place of salt as a
seagoning for their broth, their nassaump,' and their bread, while the tenderness and delicacy of the flesh have pre-
served its popularity to this day, amitl all the culinary devices of an advanced civilization”? Whales, sometimes 60
feet in length, were often cast up on the shores, and, being cut in piceces, were sent far and near as a most palatable
present. In the early part of the seventeenth century, hunting, fowling, and fishing were the chicfoccupations of the
Indians. They used nets made of hemp, setting weirs across Llie rivers, and killing the bass with arrows as the fish
became entangled in the meshes of thenets. The head of the bass was considered a great Inxury. The sturgeon they
caught with a harpoon of their own invention, going out in their canoes to attack it, This fish was so highly esteemed
by them that they would rarely sell it to the English.

THE SETTLEMENT; FISHERY PRIVILEGE.—Rbode Island was first settled in June, 1636, at Provideuce, by Roger
Williams, from Massachusetts. Two years later, William Coddington and others, who had, like Williams, been
persecuted for their religious belief, came from Massachusgetts, and purchased of the Indians the island of Aquidneck.
They effected a settlement on this island, now called Rhode Island, and from this sprung the towns of Newport and
Portsmonth. In 1643 a third settlement was made at Warwick, by John Greene, Samuel Gorton, and others. This
same year Roger Williams sent to England and obtained a patent for the united government of the settloments.
The patent was dated March 14, 164344, but did net go into operation till 1647. It defined the scttlements as the
“‘Incorporation of Providence Plantations in the Narraganset Bay in New England.” '

This patent continned in force till 1663, when a charter was obtained from King Charles II, of England, incorporat-
ing the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.” In this charter was the following paragraplh relative
to the fishing industry:

“Provided alsoe, and oure express will and pleasure is and wee doe by these presents, ffor vs, our heirs and suc-
cessours, ordeyue and apoynt, that these presents shall not, in any manneg, hinder any of oure lovinge subjects
whatsoever, firom useing and exerciseing the trade of fiishing upon the coast of New England, in America ; butt, that
they, and every or any of them, shall have ffull and firee power and liberty to continue and vse the trade of ffishing
vpou the said coast, in any of the seas thereunto adjoyninge, or any armes of the seas, or salt water rivers and creeks,
where they have been accustomed to flish; and to build and sett upon tho waste land, belonginge to the sayd Collony
and Plantations. such wharfes, stages and workehouses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying and keepeing of
theire fiish, to be taken or gotten upon that coast. And ffurther, for the encouragement of the tnhabitants of our
sayd Collony of Providence Plantations to sett upon the businesse of takeing whales, itt shall bee lawefful ffor them,
or any of them, having struck whale, dubertus, or other greate ffish,itt or them, to pursue unto any parte of that
coanste, and into any bay, river, cove, creeke or shoare, belonging thereto,and itt or them vpon the said coaste, or in
the sayd bay, river, cove, creeke or shoare, belonging thereto, to kill and order for the best advantage, withount
molestation, they makeing noe wilfull waste or spoyle, any thinge in these presents conteyned, or any other matter
or thing, to the contrary, notwithstanding.

“And further alsoe, wee are gratiously pleased, and doe hereby declare, that if any of the inhabitants of our sayd
Collony doe sett npon the plantinge of vineyards (the soyle and clymate both seemeing naturally to conenrr to the
production of wynes), or bee industrions in the discovery of fiishing banks, in or about the sayd Collony, wee will,
ffrom tyme to tyme, give and allow all due and fitting enconragement therein, as to others in cases of lyke natare.”

There having been some troubles as to the extent of Rhode Island during the deposition of Charles II, after his
restoration to the throne, the people of Rhode Island presented a petition to the King, in which they asked that
Rhode Isiand might be restored to the state and extent of land which it enjoyed when the first charter was granted,
and that thus the people might be encouraged io ‘‘goe on propagating plantations * * *  prometingof * * *
thshinge, &e.”

TISHERY LAWS AND REGULATIONS.—In May, 1680, in the 24th answer to a set of questions from the lords of the
privy conncil, the assembly said : ““We answer that a fishing trade might prove very beneficiall provided accordinge
to the former artickle there were men of considerable estates amongst us willing to propagate it.”

The Rochester court of common pleas, on March 6, 1687, passed an act to encourage fishing in Pettaquamscot
Pond.

On Jane 19, 1716, Starve Goat Island was granted, npeon petition of three fishermen of Providence, for the purpose
of curing and drying fish. )

On October 23, 1719, the Warwick assembly empowered the town council to preserve and improve the fishing in
their rivers, forbidding the setting of weirs, dams, or nets; also established vendue masters in their town, to bo chosen
before the annual election, whose fees were to be 24 per cent. on the amount of the sales, and who were to settle with

the owners of the goods within five days.
-

1 Massaump is a pottage made of vpparched meal.
2 Arnold’s History of Rhode Island, from which work, in cennection with fhe colonial records of the State, this historical saketch is
compiled.
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On Augpsr 18, 1735, in order “* to protect Paweatuck River fisheries, it was forbidden to ereet dams or weirs on any
stream to hinder the passage of fish or to catch them for three days in the week except by hook aud line.”

And on June 13, 1737, s0 as *‘ to preserve the perch in Eastorn’s Pond, it was forbidden to draw seines either in the
ponds or creek.”

. A[?ril 1,1741: A petition by James Greene and others to place a dam across the south branch of Pawtuxet
River in the town of Warwick, and to erect works thereon for the refining of iron. This petition was against former
decisions [as being an obstruction fo the fish] but was granted. ;

Ou October 28, 1761, ““a lottery was granted to raise £1,500, old tenor, for making a passage around the Paw-
tucket Falls, so that fish of almost every kind who choose fresh water at certain seasons of the year may pass with
ease.” It was represented that the country above the falls would derive much advantage by thus fucilitating the
access of the fish to the upper waters. Twelve years later, in August, 1773, the assembly passed “an act making it
lawful for any one to break down or blow up the rocks at Pawtucket Fulls to It fish passup. * * *  Andthe
said river was declared a public river.”

September, 1763: An iron-ore bed was discovered on Pawtnxet River, in Cranston, carly in the spring of 1765, and
in September following the petitioners prayed for a dam, and were allowed to build one on condition that they would
construct a suitable passage for fish round it, and maintain the same from April 10 to May 20 anpually, agreeable to a
law that had been in force thirty years.

February 23, 1767 : ‘* An act to prevent the Pawtuxet and Pawcatuck Rivers from being obstrueted by weirs and
seines, 80 as to prevent the passage of fish, was enforced by a penalty of £50.”

THE WHALE-FISHERIES, 1731 to 17230.—¢ June 14, 1731 : To encourage the whale and cod fisheries a bounty of §
shillings for every barrel of whale-oil, 1 penny a pound for bone, and 5 shillings a quintal for codfish caught by Rhode
Island vessels and brought into this [ Rhode Island] colony was offered.”

June 11, 1733 : ** The whale-fishery had long been conducted on a small scale within the colony. Whales fre-
quented the quiet waters of Narragansctt and were often taken with boats. A stimulus hiad been given to this
enterprise by the recent preminm placed upon it, so that vessels began to be fitted out for the purpose. The first
regularly-equipped whaleman from Rhode Island of which we bave any knowledge arrived in Newpert at this tine
with 114 barrels of oil and 200 pounds of bone, upen which bounty was paid. It was the sloop Pelican of Newport,
owned by Benjamin Thurston, and about fifteen years before smaller sloops had begun to be used at Nantucket for
taking whales. At this time some 25 sail, all under 50 tons burden, were there employed, obtaining about 3,700
barrels of oil anmually.” This was the commencement of “that victerious career of industry,” long afterwards
illustrated in the British House of Commons by the splendid rhetoric of Burke:

“Look at the manner [said Burke] in which the people of New England have of late carried on the whale fishery.
Whilst we followed them amongst the tumbling mountains of ice, and beheld them penetrating into the deepest
froZen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and Davis's Straits, whilst we are looking for them beneath the Arctic Circle, wo
lear that they have pierced into the oppesite region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under
the frozen serpent of the south.”: * * *

Huad not the war with England oceurred, no doubt Rhode-Island's fisherics would have grown with very rapid
strides. Its disastrous effects to the fisheries were acutely felt, as will be seen in the next item:

¢ In consequence of the war the Jews, who had done much for their adopted state, had all left by the fall of 1779.
Aaron and Moses Lupez at one time owned 27 square-rigged vessels, several of which were whaling-ships, besides

many smaller eraft.”
The whaling-boats were in this same year (1779) put to a use other than that for which they were built. We

next read :

“In July, 1779, Colonel Barton’s corps of infantry were raised for the speeial purpose of protecting the sea-board
of Rhuode Island from Tory forays. They were furnished with whale-boats built expressly for that service)””

THE PROVIDENCE FLEET IN 1789.—An item in Arnold’s history, concerning the Frovidence fleet, and dated July
5, 1789, says:

“At this time 101 vessels, exclusive of river craft, were owned in Providence, amounting nearly to 10,000 tous,
more than three-fourths of which were employed in the foreign trade and on whaling voyages. The ship Geuneral
Washington returned from China after an absence of nineteen wonibe., This was the first arrival at Providence

direct from Canton.”

) Speech on moving resolutions for conciliation with the colomies, March 22, 1775.
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