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Mr. Samll€! O.,lwrne, .ir., tbe owner or agent. of tbe ,,-baling fleet liOW hailing from Edgartown, ~tateB that this
place has for many years had ve"..els in t be wbale-fishery. In 185B the fleet numbered 19 sail; in 1879 it was reduced
to 4 sail, and in 1-..,81 nllrnber"d fj V{'S81·ls. III early times mltny of the Nantueket tIeet iittell here. and thus broutTht
considerable profit to the town. Durin).,' tIle iate war several vessels I\'cre sold away from llere, alHl tlle death of two
or three ea.pitalists prior to lE-!70 cansI'd a withdrawal of vessels to other l,orts. The business of whaling has made a
good many pl'''plo wealthy ill tbe town. :Kenrly every voyage iu the last ten years has yielded a profit. There are
said to be no poor people in the town, the valuation of $3,OUO,UOO being well distrilmted among the 1,3UO inhalAtants.
A nnmber of retirel! wl1aJillg merchants reHide here, and OWlI paris of vessels in other ports. There are also SOllie
ladies who own shares in vessels.

In 1778 ships of the British uavy ""H1,' fOI'H"'8 in the s"a,eoast tOlYlIsof New En~1alld. At Holmes' Hole 4 vessels,
with several boats, were destroyed, and in 01<1 TOWil (Edgartown) HarlJOr. Martha's Vineyard, a brig of 150 tons, a
schooner of 70 tons, and 23 wbale-boats wcr" destroyed.

In regard to the growth of other fisheri"s besides the ,,'lJale-iisher~-at lIIartha's Yine,,'al'd w'e have no infor/llation
until IH07. In 160:~, however, t.be shores arc said to Laye abounded wi tlJ fish alHl shell-fish of various kinds.

In 1807 the clam-fishery was carried Oil at Edl-(artowll. Two thousam] dollars' worth of clams, at $9 per harrel,
were sold in Edg!lrtown in that year. At that time they Wljfe also heginning to be taken in Mene msha POlld and
other plaees for b"it. Oysters also occurred on tlw south sbore in two brackish ponds. Loh.ter8 were scaree, amI
only found about tbe wharves at Edgartown.

For a number of years prior to 1848 tlll'ee bankill~ \'esst>!, \\Cl'e o\\'11eu at Edl;artown.
In 1807 there was oue fishing ve.scl at n<>lllles' Hole.
The mauufacture of salt wm, earriell On at Mart ha's VinpY'l!'<l as on CaIH, Cod. In IF07 thel'e Were three ~ets of

salt works at Etlgart.owll, eon,rillg 2,700 feet, aud in Tisbury tiye sets, covering 5,\lOO feet. The mannfaetun·. was
then on t.Le illcrea~e.

That. oysters were ODec natives of Martha's Vim'yard is evident frolll the followi1'1,( pamgmph, '1"ot,,,l fr01l1 "

<leseriptiol1 of the i.land in t.he 1\IJ1s~achusetts Hist.orical Collections, second series, 1807, page ,>i;:
"The oyst.er is found ill Newtown Pond, and in two other ponlls on tho south shore, one "fwbich iH ill Edgartown.

amI the ot.her in TisbuTf. It i<! fresh to the taste, hnt it is improved in its relish and rendered faUer l>~' diggill'~ :,
canal thron:.;h the heaeh and letting t.1,e salt. water flow into the f1'e8h-w"ter ponds. As the S011t llerl,- wiml SOOI1 ti i Ls

"l' the canal, th" lligging nlllst he renewed four or five times in a year.

EA1:LY l-11:--:''1'01:Y OF THE ~'lsnERIES.-OnNonamas~et Island in 1807 wa~" one dwenill~. r.ontaining two familJ.'1".
allli 01110111 [j(:O fed of salt works built in the year H;(5. Tbe fishes are the same as those of the Yieinit;l', lint
lobsters, whil'h are scaree at Mart.ha's Vineyard, are canght in great. abundance at all the }~liz"he(h Islauds.'''

Oosllohl's YOJager8, in 160'2, fOllnd at the Elizabeth lshmds "divers sorts of shell-fish, as scallops, II 1II,.,l'1 •• 8,
('oekles, lobsters, crabs, oysters, ami wilks, exceeding good and very great. m

THE j.·lsmma:s OP WAREHAM IN li'115.-The following descriptillIl of 'Wal'l~ham in 1815 is given in yolo iv, 2<1 seri,s,
:'Ilassachusetls Hist(Jrica.1 Society Collection",I'p, 28{j-2B9:

"The \Vemeantic, the sourees of which are in Carver, attains t.he name of river on the southwestern horaers
of \Yareham, where it may 1,e 3 rods in width. • • • Alewives ascend this stream to t.wo ponds in Carver.
* • • Agawam Brook, issuing from a pond in Plymouth, may IJe 8 or 9 miles long. • ~ • Trout,
which abound, are very part,ial to this streltlll, doubtless lo,ing its cold sources. The general eourse of this I,rook is
southwest, up which the alewives have e\-er ascended, iu vast numbers, to Half \Vay Pond. Plymouth. • • • The
whale-fishery in the West India seas, and on the eoasts of the United States, has been formerly pursned wit h that
preearions snceess indde!:t to the employ, probably before the Revolution, allll much more so since. • • • The
fish, common to this bay, are fOlllld at \Val'eham, such as tat aug, sheepshead (now become rare). rock, and streaked
bass, sljuitteag, scuppeag, eels, with the migratory fish, menhaden, and alewives. One codfish IJaviug be,en caught
within t.he Narrows (~ay thirty years sinee), is tohe only instance of this fish nearer Ulan the o]Je~ hay, <;r (,ay Hea~.
The ljuah,mg clam is common, and the oyster is taken in two or lllore places. The latter, I\-hlch 18 ot small Size, IS

frequelltly oarried for sale overlalH1 to PlYllJouth."
EAST WAREHAM IN li:l7o-'71.-The Gloucester Telegraph, of May 7, IBiO, stated tbat \Vurelllllll realized $00,.

that year from t.he sale of the right t<:> cateh berring in the Agawam River ill that town.
The New Bedford Evening Stallllard of April 24, 1871, reported as follows for that year: , '
" W AREHAM.-The first cateb of alewives for the season in the Agawam River, in Wareham, :vas Oil } ruJa,' of

last week. The privilege was l'urehased the present. ~'car for $(jOO hy a Pluty in Plymouth, whosc mhatntQllts have

equal rights to the fisbery with cihzens of Wareham, . •
"M G S."" d f E'ast. \Vareham who has hou"'ht the rieht to fish this stream forthe P:1St fourteen y. cars,r. eorge L ,1Ulor ,0, M 0, '. " d" thO , . d

informs us that there bas been a gradual .lecrease of fish for the last six years, am] that although unng IS :,eno
. . f Ii 1 . . tb'ir annual pussn"e from the ponds to t.he 8(.a, thethere has been no perceivahle dlIninnilon" sma a eWIVes III . e. e , , '

h If ht' 1664 Mr S states that lar"c qu:wtltleS of whItenumber of adults taken last year was less than one- a eaug III • •. '"

perch have lJeen caught iu the river this seasou by hook-and-line fishermeu."

1 A description of Dukes County, August 13, 1807, in Coil. MAss. Risl.. Soc., vol. iii, 1807, 2d series, pp. 75. 79.

I CoIl. Maas. RisL Sno' t '\'01. viii) 2d aeries) p. S9.
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MARION.

HIgTOHY OF !\fAnION.-Thc present town of Marion with the adjoining towns of Rochester, Mattapoisett, and a
large part of'\Varebam were originally known as the Sippican territory, and purchased July 2"2,1679, from the Indian
chiefs W'atuchpoo amI Sampson, they receiving permission to sell the territory from King Phillip, the youngest son of
Massasoit, the good, Le LeilJg" the king or chiefrnler of the \Vampanoag triues. Phillip was his successor.

Hochester was incorporated as a town on .June 4,1686, receiving its name from the ancient city of Rochester,
England, wLic,h was the early home of many of the first settlers. It is recorded in history tLat tbe oysters found on
those shores were celebrated by tIle Romans for tlleir excellence; and the pioneers to the Sippicltn territory, Dnrling
an abundance and great variety of excellent fish, gave the name in memory of their old home. For a time Rochester
embraced the town of Marion.

In the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical SocJety, 1815, vol. ii, 2d series, p. 259, is this Iltatemellt regard­
ing Rochester:

., The town doubtless takes its name from the ancient city of Rochester in Kent, England, a shire from whence
many of the first, planters of Scituate (and of course Rochester) emigrated. Tbat ancient city had the jurisdiction
of the oyster fisher~', and it llppellrs iu history that these oysters were celebrated by the Romans for their excellonce."

And in volume iv, pp. 255. 25H, is this description of the varieties of Dsh to be found there:
"Pi.h.-Tatallg, scanppang, cels arc the most common fish near the shores, with alewives in their season. At

several places of rcsort o;ysters have hecomo less common; tho qllahang and lesser clam are founu in tho I,laoe.
Without the harbor, th!, hay affords a greater variety; but not the codfish, nearer than Gay Heail."

III volume x, page 31, is this statement, written in 182;~:

"The principal manufacture of this town is salt. This bminess is carried on on an extensive Bcale, and it is
be~ieve<l that morc salt is manufactured in this town tlH111 in any other town in the Commonwealth, and it is the
most 1"'0<1 nctive of any husinf'ss here practiced."

And on palre 3ti of the slLme special rcference i" made to the fish found in Assawamset.f Pond and Mattapoisett
Hivel and Merry's Pond in these words:

"A part of Assawamsett Pond lies 011 the north side of this town, and the line of the town crosses two islands of
considerable hignesB in this pon<l. Assawamsett Pond is the largest collection of water in Massaehusetts. • • •
In this poml is a vast qnantity of iron ore, which increases nearly as fast as it is dug. III the soutllCrly part of this
pond are large quantities of fish, such as pickerel, whitefish, pcrch, roaches, chuhs, hornfish, and 'Vast quantities of
Boa or white perch arc tal<en in the fall of the yellr, when tIle young alewives can be had for bait, which is the only
hait which can lw useil witb snceess. .. • • On the right hand of the road from Rochester to Plymouth lies Merry's
Pond, a most heautiftll "heet of water, and is nearly llS roullll as a circle. In this pond are It fcw fish of the minor
species. There is uo natural inlet or ontlet to this pond, bllt a few years since the town, at the eX!lenSe of $lUO, cnt
n canal from it to Sippic8n Hi vel', lwping to indnce the alewives into tIle p~m<l. No Sllccess attended the attem{lt.

Mattapoisett. River, tl1011gh sma.l1, is of som~ consequence beside.. what resnlt" from th" mills, TIllmely, on .
acconnt of tb." alcwife fishery. The privilege of taking said fish iu faill river the jnllahilants are by law ullthorized
10 sPll, which l,rings into 1he treasUl'Y ahou,t, $400 annnally. It would he much more productive ift,he taking thc tish
ill,,;:?:a11:> "ou1<1 bn "11'nc1nnlly l'r"vente<l."

On ,Inly 22, ]:'\79, the three towns-:lJariou, Roeh"stel', and Mattapoi8l;t.f-celebrated their hi-ccntpnni,.l anni­
\'(~rsary. and among the guests were somc of 010 lineal descendants of the kinJ.(s Massasoit and 8as8acnss. A small
band of King Phillip's trihc yet r"mains in the adjoining town of Lakeville, npon the Indian resen'e lands known
as Betty's Neck The Indians there arc fully civili7.ed citizens, with their schools and churches, and are highly spoken
of by all who 1",,,,,, th"m fortheir im1nA!ry, intelligence, anel temperance.

NJ<JW BEDFORD.

TIm OlllGIN'AL sETTLERs.-This is a place of mnch historic interest. It was first discovered by lIanholornew
Gosnolll, who, in company with thirty-one others (eight of them BailO'rs), Bailed froUl Falmouth, Englaud, in tho
slllull sbi]l Concord, on Mll-reh 26, 1602, with the intention of settling in Virginia. They djscovtlred the group of
islands on the east side of Buzzard's Bay, and landed on May 24 at. the ollterislunrl, now known as CuttyllOnk. They
narne(l tIle group the Elizabeth Islands, lim] the one on which they landed and bnilt a furt they called Elizabeth, in
llOuor of their queen. 'l'he group yet retains the name. 'The daring explorer and discoverer ha,~ no~ been forgot­
tpn, the islands uarinll; the township name of Go.no/d.

On May:n, 160:;, while. part of th" men were hnilding a. fod, Captain Gosnoid sailed across the bay, first
llnchoring not far from Ronnd Hills on the west and working east until he discovered the mouth of the river and the
west shore on whieh New Bedford is now lwilt. Tbe island of CuttJ'lmuk, on which they vuilf. a fort, bore the Indian
namc of Pooeutohhnnhunnoh. It contains about 516 acres of laud. Finding the Indians friendly, they landed and
loaded their 'Vessel with sassafrass root-considered of great value for medicinal purposes-ceuar and fnrs; this laBt
they purchased of the Indians. Part of the company were to return to En~land with the cargo while the remainder
located a permanent settlement. TheBe latter became dissatisfietl for fear t,hey would never Bee their Bhare of the
valuable cargo, eo thcy all embarked, aJJd on the 15th of June of the same year made sail for England. Captain
Gosnold afterwards returned t~ Vlrginia where he diea Augnst 22,1H07.

Thl1s t.he first. atte~Pt at a settlement here was m...l" eb;:hteen yeaI'll before the landing of the Pilgrims on the
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<leleLrated Plymontil Hock. It was, however, some thirty or forty ~'ears after the above landing hefore a permanent
settlement was made by the English. The settlement was called Dartmonth lIlHl purchased from the Ir.di,m chief
Massasoit, and hi8 son, \Vamsntw, in 10;-,4. This milY l,e seen hy a l)erllsal pf the following {]"ell:

u B1tAJ)FOHD~ GOYEH.XOru.

"NEW PLYMOUTH, .Not'l'1lIber 2(1, 1652.

"Know all men by these prescnts that I, \VesamcqllClJ, aud \Vamsntta, my 80U, have sold unto Mr. \Villiam
Br:ldt'onl, Ca]ltaiu Standish, Thomas Southwortll, Johu \Vinslow, Johu Cooke, aud thcir associates, tlH' pnrehawrs or
old comers, aU the tract or tracts of land lying eastward from a river ealled Cllshewagg, to a cel'Ulin harhor callerl
Acoaksett., to a flat ro"k on the west side of the said harbor. Ar.d whereas thc ~aid harbor divideth itself into several
branches, t he westernmost arme to lie the bound, and all the tract Dr tracts Df land froIll the said westward arrne to
the s:Jill rh'cr of Cllshewagg. 3 miles e:Jstward of the same, with all the protits ana henefits within the said tract, with
a11 the rivers, crecks,-meadows, necks, unlI islands that lyl' ill or ncar thc same, and from the sea llpwmd to go so high
that the EngJil;h llIay not be aunoyed by the hunting of the Indians in any sort of their cattle. And I, \Vesameql1en,
and \Vamslltta, do promise to remove all the Imlians within a year from the date hereof tLat do Jive in the said
tract,. AmI we, the said ",Vesameqllen and Wamsutta, have fully hargained and sold unto the aforesaid 1111'. \,[illiam
Bradford, Captain Btl/ndish, TIlOmas Southwortll, Jolin 'Vinslow, John Cooke, and tIle rest of t)ll'ir associates, the
purehasers or old comers, to have and to hola for them and tlieir hei1'8 allli "ssiples forever. AmI ill consideration
hereof, we the above mentioned are to pay to the said \Vesmnequen and \Valllsntta as followetb: Thirt~o yanls of
dotL, 8 Jnorse·sliills, 15 nxes, 15 hoes, I~, pair of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1 cloak, 2 pOllnds in wampam, 8 pairs
stoekill~s, 0 pairs-shoes, 1 iron pot, aml10 shillings in another eommoditie, and ill witness hereof we have inter·
changeably set to onr hands the day and year above written.

"JOHN WINSLOW.
"JOHN KING.

"In tLe presence of­
"JONATHAN SHAW.
"SAMUEL EDDY.

h18

",rAl\lSFITA. M M"
mark.

Another old reeord gives the honndnry of Dartlllollth (this embraced the present towns of \Yestport, New Bedford,
Dartmonth, and Fairhaven) as made with the Indian, John Sassamon, agent fill' Phillip Sagamom, of Pnknm,wkett, &c.

GtVEN" TIm NA1\m NF:W BEDFORD.-As t.he littlc settlement grew into quite a ....iIlage belonging' to DartnlOutll, it
was thought best t,f) gin, it a name til distingnislI it from the other part ef the town, and on a puhlic occasion, MI'.
Joseph Rotch suggesting it, sllould he called" Beufurd," itl honor of JoseplJ l~nssel, an old citizl'll, ,,"liD l.)/)re the famil,'­
))allle of tlJe 1)llke of Bedford, it was adopted, and the ohl gentleman was after known as the duke, and for many
years the place wa.s known as Bedford. On Rscertaiuing" that then' was another town of tile same name ill the State
it, was called New Bedford. and on FelJr.ary 22, 1it;7, it, east loose frorIl Dartmouth and was duly incorporated as n
toW11, embracing the pre~ent 10wn of Fairhayen lIlltil April 22, 1812, when that town withelre.w and was duly
inco:rporated. A large number ()f ships were formerly Illlill at New Bedford, thc first baving 1lecn lannche,l in 17m;
Ihis was named" Dartmouth" and has become historic from haYing been OIle of the yesscls whic,h cawe into Bostou
Harbor loaded wilh tea wllich was thro,vn on,rhoard Decem\wr 16, 17n.

NEW BtmFORD IN 1792.-A description follows, writtell in 1792, of New Bedford and its nslle.ries: "There are alsa
several other islands in the river, most of them small, yet ~'ielc1ing Rome pasturage, a.nd very commodious for several
pnrposes, pa.rticularlyfor those who make a business ofsalHlIg fish. There is good fishing in tl,,' riyer for the srualler
kind; aud not far distant from the month they eatdl the larger sort. But. fcw markets in un)' of our sea-ports arl'
equally Sllpp]ied with variety of fish, and such as are very excellent. Here are 801(] end, bass, hlaek1ish, s11Cepsllf'nd,

&c.'"
SALT Al'\D I'RESH WATER FISIIEs.-In 18.~ tho varicties to be found in tbe waters of New Bedford were:
., Fish.-Salt water: Smelt, tom-cod, herring, shad, menhaden, flat-fish, lump-sucker, whiting, e1lOgset, bass, tantog­

or blackfish, scnp (scuppang, pogies) cod, mac1wrel, haddock, pollock, bludish, rock bass, sheepslH'ad, flonnder, pe~c1J,
eel, I'lcnlpin, scate, stingray, hellows-fish, rndderfish, sqnetteagne, squid, swell fish, toad·grunt.er, shllrl,. dogfisll, frost·fish,
skipjack. Sqcll-fish: Oysters, quahangs, cla1lls, lobsters, crahs, scallops, winkles, razors, m nsselA, star:fish or fivn-
fingres, harllllcles. •• Fresh water: Trout., perdl (white, reil, yellow), pickerel, ehuh, earp, sllYcrfmh, mmuow,

hornpollt, eel, clam. • . .
THE FIsHERIES IN 18iO.-Ml'. 'Velcorne A. Almy stated to the fishery cOIlllllittee of tho Massachn,setts lrg,sll1tnre

in 1870: "I shonld think t.here WiJre as many lls 25 fishing boats which make a regular hnsmess of ~Shlllg
from New Bedford. Some carry t.wo men and SOllle earr~' fonr. Thern al'e probably one 100 IDen engaged III ~he
business. Some go in smacks..There arc several hUlIllred who will go fishing more or less. There are some labonnf,
men VI'hQ <"'0 fishiu<'" to got food for their families. Formerly there were llIore men who went for that Purl,ose than now.

THE ;'HALE.;ISHERV.-A brief sket.ch of the whaJe-Jl>;hBry from New Bedford has been given on ]luzes 271,272,

and a much fuller history of this industry will be given.in Section V of this report .
.--------------

1 Coil. Mass. Hist. Soc., voL iv, 1st series. p. 2:13.
'Ricketson's History of New Bedford, 1858, p. 403.
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THE FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND.
InIODE ISLAND IX THE SEYEN'['EENTH AND EIGIITEENTII CENTUHIES.

FISHISG llY THE ABORIGIXEs.-Arno1d, in RIleaking of the food I1sed hy the ahorigines of Rhoue Islanu in l(j;!2,
says: "But of all their different sorts of food, none were more highly esteeme<l than clams. In all seasons of tho
year the women dug for them on tho sea-shore. The natnraljlliees of this shell-fish sen-NI them in place of snlt as a
seasoning for their llrotb, their nussuump,' and their bread, while the tenderness and delicacy of the flesh have pre­
servea its popularity to this day, amill all the culinary <leviees of an a,lvanced civilization." 0 \Vhales, sometimes 60
feet in length, were often cast np on the shores, and, being ellt ill pioces, W'lre sent far and near as a most palatable
.prescnt. In the early part of the seventeenth eentnry, hunting, fowling, and tlolling were tIle c!liefoccnpations of tho
Indians. They used nets made of hemp, setting weirs aeross Ule rivers, and killing the bass with arrows as the fish
lJecame entangled in the meshes of the nets. The head of the bass was considered", great luxury. The sturgeon they
('anght with a harpoon of their own invention, going out in their canoe, to attack it. This fish was so highly esteemed
hy them tl1at tuoy would rarely sell it to the English.

TIlE SETTLEMENT; p·ISHERY PRIYILEGE.-Rhode Island was fir"t settled ill Jnlle, 1636, at Providence, by Itogel'
\VilliUlllS, from Massachusetts. Two years later, "William Coddington Bnd otherfl, who had, liko \Villiams, beon
persecuted for their religions belief, came from Massaehllsetts, and purehase<l of the Indians the island of Aqnidneek.
Tbey etfected a settlement on this island, now called Ithode Island, antI f,om this sprung tbe towns of Newport Iwe]
Portsmonth. In W4:3 a third settlement was made at ·Warwick, by John Greene, Samuel Gorton, and others. This
~ame year Roger \Yilliams sent to Englanu and obtained a patent for the united government of the settlcments.
The }latent was dated MarcIl 14, 164:1-'44, hut did not go into operation till 1647. It defined the settlements as th"
"Incorporation of Provillence Plantations in the Narraganset Bay in New England."

This patcnt COIl tinned in force till W63, when a charter was obtained from King Charles II, of England, inCorl'Ol"at­
ing- the colony of Itboue Island and Providence Plantations." In this charter was the following paragraph relative
to t he fishing indnstry:

"Provided alsoe, and oure express will and pleasure is and wee doe uy these presents, /for VB, (Jur heirs and BUC­

CtlBS'lIlrS, ordeyue and apoynt" that these presents shall not, in any manne,{, binder any of oure lovinge snl,jects
whatooever, 1l:'rom useing and exerciseing the trade of ffishing upon the coast of New England, in America; butt, tlll~t

they, and ever.r or any of them, shall bave fIull and 11:"ree power and liberty to conti nne and VBe the trade of ffislting
vpon the said coast, in any of the seas thereunto adjoyninge, or any armes of the seas, or salt water rivers and creeks,
where they havc l,eeu accustomed to ffiall; and to build and sett upon the waste laud, belonginge to the sayel Collooy
and Plnntations. such ",harfes, stages aud workehouses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying and keepeing of
theire ffish, 10 be takf'n or gotten upon that coast. And ffnrther, for the encouragement of the inhallitants of our
saytI Collony of Providence Plantations to sett upon thc unsinesso of takeing whales, itt shall bee laweifnl ifor thelll,
or allY of them, having struck whale, dnbertns, or other greate ffish, itt or them, to pursue uuto any parte of that
coaste, am] into any bay, river, cove, ereeke or shoare, belonging thereto, and itt or them vpon the said coaste, or in
the sayd ll3y, river, covc, creeke or shoare, belonging tbereto, to kill and order for the best advantage, without
mo1estation, tbey makeing noe wilfnll waste or spoyle, any thinge in these presents conteyned, or any other mattel·
or thiug, to the contrary, notwithstanding.

"And further alsoe, wee are gratiously pleased, an<l doe hereby declare, that if any of the inhalJitants of our sap]
Collouy doe sett upon the pJuntinge of vineyards (the soyle and clymate both seemeing naturally to coneurr to th"
prodnction of wynes), or bee industrious in the discovery of ffishing banks, in or abont the sayd Collony, wee will,
ffrom trmc to tyrnc, give and allow all due and fitting encouragement thcrein, as to others In eases of lyke natnre."

There having been somc troubles as to the extent of Rhode Island during the deposition of Charles II, after his
restoration to the throne, the people of Rhode IslaHe} presented II petition to the King, in which they asked that
Rhode Island might be rcstoretl to t.be state and extent of land wllich it enjoyed when tbe first charter was granted,
amI that thus the peol,te might be encouraged to" goe on propagating plantations " " " ,promoting of .. ..
ffisLJngo, &'0."

FISllEI:Y LAWS AND REGULATIO"Ns.-In May, 1680, in the 24th answer to a set of questions from the 10rtls of the
privy conneil, the aS8embly said: "We answer tbat a fishing trade might prove very beneficiall proYitle<l accordinge
to the fonner artickle there were men of considerablo estates amongst us willing to propagate it."

The Rochester conrt of common l,!eas, 011 Mareh 6, 1687, passed an act to encoura.ge fishing in Pettaquamscot
Pm111.

On Jllue Ill, I71Cl, Starve Goat Island was granted, npon petition of three fishermen ofProYidence, for the pnrpose
of cllrillg and drying fish.

On October 28, 1710, tIlO \Varwiok assemhly empowered the town council to proseI've ani! improve the fishing in
their rivers, forbidding the setting of weirs, dams, or net.s; also e.tabJished vendue masters in their town, to bo chosen
before the annual election, whose fees were to be 2t per cent. on the a.mount of the sules, and who were to settle with
the owners of the goods within fiye dl1ys.

1 M""saump is a pottage made of uuparcbed meal.
• arnold'. History of Rh()de Island, from which w()rlr. in cnnnectiou with.the colouia! record. of the State, tbi. hi8tnrical Rkoteh is

oompiled,
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On AUg118t Ie, 17:1~1, ill order" to protect Pawcatuck Ri\'cl' fisheries, it was forbidden to erect dams or wcirs Oil any
stream to hinder the passage of fish or to catell them for three da~-s in the week except uy hook and line." •

And on Jnne 1:1, 17:17, so as .. to pTPsprve the perch in EliStOI1'S Pond, it was f"rl.>idden to dr<1w seines eitlier in tho
l'0nds or creek."

April 1,1741: A l)etition hy James Greene and others to place a dam across tlie soutL lJranch of Pawtuxet
Ri vcr in the town of \Varwiek, and to erect works thereon for the relining of iron. This petition .",-as against former
decisiolls [as being an ohstrnction to tlle fisll] but was granted. .

Oll OctolJer 28, 1761, "a lottery was granteu to raise £l,fIOO, old tenor, for making a passage around tllc Paw­
tucket Falls, so tliat nsh of almost eyery kind who choose frcsli water at certain seasons of the year may pass wiLh
ease." It "-as represented that the country above the falls wOllli1 derive mnch advantage by thus facilitating the
access of the fi.h to tlle upper waters. Twelve years later, in August, 177:3, the assemLls paSEoCG "an act making it
lawful for aIJ~- one to lJrcak down or Llow np the rocks at Pawtucket Flllls to let fish pass up. • • ~ Aud the
said ri\'er was dee1ared a pulJlic riyer."

SeptemlJer, 176;,: All iron-ore !led was discovered on Pawtnxet Ri\-er, in Cranston, early in the spring of 17(;3, and
in September following the petItioners prayed for a cJam, aud were allowed to lJnild oue on couditioll that they \\ouhl
COllstruct a suitahlc passage for fish IOlmd it, auu maiutain tl"" same from April 10 to Ma~- 20 annuall~, agreealJlc to a
law tbat hau been in foree thirty ~-ears.

February 2:1, 17(;7: "An act to prevent the Pawtuxet and Pawcatnek Rivers from heillg oustructed by weirs amI
seines, so as to preVel]t the passage of tis11, was cnforeed by a penalty of £50."

THE WllA.LE-F1SHElUES, 1731 to 17,;:lll.-" June 14, 1731: To encourage the whale and cod fislleries a llounty of "
shillings for ,'\'ery 1Jarrel of whalt'-oil, 1 penny a pound for Lone, and 5 shillings a quintal for eodtlsh caught l)y Hbodc
Islaml yesse]s an(l hrought int,o t]lis [Rhode Island] colony was ojl(~rtlcl."

June 11, 17;13: "Tlle ,,"hah'-tl,llery lUll] long ueen conducted ou a small seale within the colony. 'Yhales fre­
quented the quiet waters of Narragansett uud were often taken with uOldB. A stimulus had hmm given to this
outerprise hy tlle re"ent IHcminIll placed upon it, so tllat vessels be.gall to he fitted ont. for the pnrpose. The iil'st
regularly-equipped "llaleman from Rhode Island ot which we Lave any kno'idedge arrh-"d in Newport at this till.e
with 114 llarrcls of oil and 200 pO'JIl,h, of bone, ulwn wllieh bount;, W,IS paid. It was the sloop Pelican of 1"e\\'port,
owned by Benjamin Thurston, and about fifteen years before smaller sloops had beguIJ to be usecl at Nalltuekd f",­
taking whales. At tllis tinw som" 2;, sail, all under 50 tons hurdell, wcre there employed, obtaining abont 3,700
harrels of oil annually," This was the commencement of "that yietorious career of ill(luBtr~·," long afterwards
illnstmted in the British HOIIse of Commons hy the splendid rhetoric of Burke:

"Look at the manner [said Burke] in which tlle people of New England have of late earriec1 on the wllale fisllery.
'Vllilst we followed them amongst, the tumbling mountains of ice, a,n<1 ueheld tllem 11enetmting into the deepest
froz'en recesses of Hmhnn's Bay :md Davis's Straits, whilst we are looking for them ueneath the Arctic Circle, WI'

I,ear that they haye pierced into the opposite region of polar eol<1, that they are at the antipodes, and engaged nlldcr
the frozen serpent of the ~outh!' 1 • * *

Had not the war with England occnrred, no doubt Rhode'Island's fi~heries would haye grown witll very rapid.
strides. Its disastrous elfeets to the fishcries werc acuteJ~- felt, as will be seen iu the ncxt item:

"In consequence of the war the ,Tews, who had dOlle much for their adopted state, had all left by tlle fall of 1779.
Aaron aud :Moses Lupez at one time o.",-ned 27 square~l'iggedvesscls, several of wlliell were wliaJing-8Lips, besides

many smaller craft."
The whaling-hoats were in tuis same year (1779) put to a use other than tLat for wllich the;y were uuilt, "'6'

next read:
"In July, 1779, Colonel Barton's corps of infantry were raised for the speeial}lUrpose of ]'I'oteetillg the sea-board

of Rhode Island from Tory forays. They were fnrni"hed with whale-boats built expressly for that service."
THE PHOYIDEXCE FLEET IX 17SIJ.-An item in Aruold's history, eOlleerIling the l'royideuce fleet, and datetl July

5, 1789, says:
"At this time 101 vessels, excInsivo of dyer craft, were owned in Providence, amonnting nearly to 10,000 tOllS,

morl'< than three-fonrtlls of wbicb were employed in the foreign tratlo a,nd on wllaling yoyages. The suip General
\Vasbington returned from China after an absence of nineteen months. This "as the lirst aniyal at Proyidenee

direct from Canton."

1 Speech on muving re~olution8 for conciliation with the colonios l March 22,1775.
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